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My  LO  RD, 

TH  E  following  Narrative  of  a 
very  fingular  naval  atchieve- 
ment  is  addrefled  to  Your 
Grace,  both  on  account  of  the  in- 
finite obligations  which  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  at  all  times  profefles 
to  have  received  from  your  Friend- 
fhip ;  and  alfo,  as  the  Subject  itfelf  na- 
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turally 


DEDICATION. 

tiirally  claims  the  patronage  of  One, 
under    whofe    direcftion,     the   Britijh 
Navy  has   lefumed   its  ancient  Spirit 
and  Luftre,    and  has  in  one  fummer 
ennobled  itfelf  by  two  vidories,    the 
moft  decifive,  and  (if  the  ftrength  and 
number  of  the  captures  be  confidered) 
the  moft  important,  that  are  to  be  met 
with  in  our  Annals.    Indeed,  an  unin- 
terrupted feries  of  fuccefs,  and  a  mani- 
feft  fuperiority  gained  univerfally  over 
the   enemy,   both  in   commerce  and 
glory,  feem  to  be  the  neceflary  efFedls 
of  a  revival  of  ftridl  difcipHne,    and 
of  an  unbiafled  regard  to  merit  and 
fervice.     Thefe  are  marks  that  muft 
diftinguifli  the  happy  period  of  time 
in  vv^hich  Your  Grace  prefided,  and 
afford  a  fitter  fubjed  for  hiftory,  than 
for  an  addrefs  of  this  nature.     Very 
fignal  advantages  of  rank  and  diftinc- 
tion,  ohtained  and  fecured  to  the  na- 
val prokilion  by  Your  Grace's  aufpi- 
cious  influence,   will  remain  a  lafting 
monument  of  Your   imwearied   zeal 

and 


DEDICATION. 

and  attachment  to  it,  and  be  for 
ever  remembred  with  the  higheft 
gratitude,  by  all  who  (hall  be  em- 
ployed in  iL  As  thefe  were  the 
generous  rewards  of  paft  exploits, 
they  will  be  likewife  the  nobleft  in- 
centives, and  furcft  pledges  of  the 
future.  That  Your  G  r  a  c  e*s  emi- 
nent talent^  magnanimity,  and  dif- 
interefted  zeal,  whence  the  Public  has 
already  reaped  fuch  fignal  benefits, 
may  in  all  times  prove  equally  fuc- 
ccfsful  in  advancing  the  profperity  of 
Great-Britainy  is  the  ardent  wifli  of, 

,         My  LO  RD,    /      ■      ' 

Tour  Grac  e's         " 
Mofi  obedient^ 
Moji  devotedy 
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Mojt  humbh  Servant^ 
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/np  H  E  Plates  in  the  Quarto  Edition 
-*-  being  too  numerous  and  large  to 
be  folded  in  an  Odavo  Volume,  it  has 
been  thought  proper  to  infert  only  two 
Charts,  of  the  moft  general  Ufe  ;  to- 
gether with  an  additional  Chart,  fhew- 
ing  the  Track  of  the  Centurion  round 
the  World  :  But  the  Reader  is  defired 
to  take  Notice,  that  the  References  to 
all  the  Plates  are  continued  in  this 
Edition ;  and  complcat  Setts  of  them 
are  fold  by  J.  and  P.  Knapton^  in 
Ludgate-Street. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


NOtwithftanding  the  great  improvement  of 
navigation  within  the  laft  two  Centuries, 
a  Voyage  round  the  World  is  ftill  confi- 
dercd  as  an  enterprizc  of  a  very  fingular  nature ; 
and  the  Public  have  never  tailed  to  be  extremely  in- 
quifitive  about  the  various  accidents  and  turns  of 
tortune,  with  which  this  uncommon  attempt  is  ge- 
nerally attended  :  And  though  the  amufement  ex- 
pedled  in  a  narration  of  this  kind,  is  doubtlefs  one 
great  fource  of  this  curiofity,  and  a  ftrong  incite- 
ment with  the  bulk  of  readers,  yet  the  more  intel- 
ligent part  of  mankind  have  always  agreed,  that 
from  thefe  relations,  if  faithfully  executed,  the 
more  important  purpofes  of  navigation,  commerce, 
and  national  intereft  may  be  greatly  promoted  :  For 
every  authentic  account  of  torcign  coall'i  and  coun- 
tries will  contribute  to  one  or  mc^re  of  thefe  great 
ends,  in  proportion  to  the  wealth,  wants,  or  com- 
modities of  thofe  countries,  and  our  ignon;nce  of 
thofe  coafts  ;  and  therefore  a  Voyage  round  the 
World  promifes  a  fpccies  of  information,  of  all 
others  the  mod  defirable  and  interclling  ;  Cnce 
great  part  of  it  is  performed  in  feas,  and  on  coafts, 
with  which  we  are  as  yet  but  very  impcrfcdlly  ac- 
quainted, and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  country 
renowned  for  the  abundance  of  its  wealth,  though 
It  is  at  the  fame  time  ftigmatilld  for  its  poverty, 
in  the  ncceflfaries  and  couvcniencies  ot  a  civilized 
liffc. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

Thcfe  confiderations  have  occafioned  the  publi- 
cation of  the  criuing  work  ;  which,  in  gratifying 
the  inquifitive  turn  of  mankind,  and  contributing 
to  the  fafety  and  fiiccefs  of  future  navigators,  and 
to  the  extenfion  oi  our  commerce  and  power,  may 
iloubtlefs  vie  with  any  narration  of  this  kind  hither- 
to made  public  :  Since  the  circumftances  of  this  un- 
dertaking already  known  to  the  world,  may  be  fup- 
pofcd  to  have  llrongly  excited  the  general  curio- 
flty  i  for  whether  we  confider  the  force  of  the 
fquadron  fent  on  this  fervice,  or  the  diverfificd  dif- 
trefles  that  each  fingle  Ihip  was  feparately  involved 
in,  or  the  uncommon  inftances  of  various  fortune, 
which  attended  the  whole  enterprize ;  each  part, 
I  conceive,  mull,  from  its  rude  well-known  out- 
lines, appear  worthy  of  a  compleater  and  more 
linilhed  delineation  :  And  if  this  be  allowed  with 
refpeft  to  the  narrative  part  of  the  work,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  about  the  more  ufetul  and  inftrudtive 
parts,  which  are  almoft  every  where  interwoven 
with  it ;  for  I  can  venture  to  affirm,  without  fear 
of  being  contradided  on  a  comparifon,  that  no 
voyage  I  have  yet  feen,  furnifhes  fuch  a  number  of 
views  of  land,  foundings,  draughts  of  roads  and 
ports,  charts,  and  other  materials,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  geography  and  navigation,  as  are  referred 
to  in  the  enfuing  volume  ;  which  are  of  the  more 
iinj-)ortance  too,  as  the  greatcft  part  of  them  relate 
to  fuch  Iflands  or  Coafts,  as  have  been  hitherto  not 
at  all  or  erroneoufly  defcribed,  and  where  the  want 
of  fufficient  and  authentic  information  might  occa- 
llon  future  enterprizes  to  prove  abortive,  perhaps 
with  the  dcj[lru(5tion  of  the  men  and  vcflcli  em- 
ployed therein. 
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And  befides  the  number  and  choice  of  thcfe 
marine  drawings  and  defcriptions,  there  is  another 
very  eflential  circumlhnce  belonging  to  them, 
which  much  enhances  their  value  ;  and  that  is,  the 
great  accuracy  they  were  drawn  with.  I  (hall  ex- 
prefs  my  opinion  of  them  in  tliis  particular  very 
imperfedly ;  when  I  fay,  that  they  are  not  ex- 
ceeded, and  perhaps  not  equalled  by  any  thing  of 
this  nature  hitherto  made  public ;  For  they  were 
not  copied  from  the  works  of  others,  or  compofcd 
at  home  from  imperfedt  accounts,  given  by  incu- 
rious and  unfkilful  ob  .'c rvers,  as  hath  been  frequent- 
ly the  cafe  in  thefe  matters  ;  but  the  greateft  pare 
of  them  were  drawn  on  the  fpot  with  the  utmoil 
cxadlnefs,  by  the  diredlion,  and  under  the  eye  of 
Mr.  ylnfott  himfclf ;  and  where  (as  is  the  cafe  in 
three  or  four  of  them)  they  have  been  done  by  lefs 
fkilful  hands,  or  were  found  in  pofleflion  of  the 
enemy,  and  confequently  their  juftnefs  could  be  Ids 
relied  on,  I  have  always  taken  care  to  apprize  the 
reader  of  it,  and  to  put  him  on  his  guard  againft 
giving  entire  credit  to  them ;  although  I  doubt  not, 
but  thefe  lefs  authentic  draughts,  thus  cautioufly 
inferted,  are  to  the  full  as  corred  as  thofe,  which 
are  ufually  publilhed  on  thefe  occafions.  For  as 
a6lual  furveys  of  roads  and  harbours,  and  nice  and 
critic;il  delineations  of  views  of  land,  take  up  much 
time  and  attention,  and  require  a  good  degree  of 
(kill  both  in  planning  and  drawing  •,  thofe  who  arc 
defective  in  induilry  and  ability,  lupply  thefe  wants 
by  bold  conjedlures,  u'id  fictitious  defcriptions  \ 
and  as  they  can  be  no  otherwife  confuted  than  by 
going  on  the  fpot,  and  running  the  rifque  of  fu ffer> 
ing  by  their  mifmformation,  they  have  no  appre- 
li(  nlions  of  being  detected  ■,  and  therefore,  when 
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they  intrude  their  fiippofititious  produftions  <sn  the 
Pubhc,  they  make  no  confcience  of  boafting  at  the 
fame  time,  with  how  much  .(kill  and  care  they  arc 
performed.  And  let  not  thofe  who  are  unacquaint- 
ed with  naval  affairs  imagine,  that  impofitions  of 
this  kind  are  of  an  innocent  nature ;  for  as  exad; 
views  of  land  are  the  fureft  guide  to  a  fti3man,  on 
a  coail  where  he  has  never  been  before,  ail  fiftions 
in  fo  interefting  a  matter  muft  be  attended  with 
numerous  dangers,  and  fometimes  with  the  dc- 
ftruftion  of  thofe  who  arc  thus  unhappily  de- 
ceived. 

Befides  thefe  draughts  of  fuch  places  as  Mr.  An- 
fon  or  the  fliips  under  his  command  have  touched 
at  in  the  courfc  of  this  expedition,  and  the  defcrip- 
tions  and  diredlions  relating  thereto,  there  is  in- 
ferted,  in  the  cnfuing  v/ork,  an  ample  defcription, 
with  a  chart  annexed  to  it,  of  a  particular  naviga- 
tion, of  which  hitherto  little  more  than  the  name 
has' been  known,  except  to  thofe  immediiitely  cm- 
ployed  in  it :  I  mean  the  track  defcribed  by  the 
Manila  ihip,  in  her  pa^Tdge  to  Acatukn^  through 
the  northern  partof  the  P<^rz/?(:  Ocean.  I'his  mate- 
rial part  is  collected  iVom  the  draughts  and  iournals 
met  with  on  board  the  Manila  galeon,  founded  on 
the  experience  of  more  tlian  a  hundred  and  fifty 
years  pradice,  and  corroborated  in  its  principal 
circumilances  by  the  concurrent  evidence  of  all  the 
l<pamfD  prifoners  taken  in  ttirtt  velfel.  Am\  as  many 
ot  their  journals,  wh.icli  i  have  examined,  appear 
to  have  been  not  ill  kept  -,  1  prelumc,  the  chart  of 
that  northern  Ocean,  ani.1  the  |-arciculars  of  their 
route  through  it,  may  be  very  r.ifcly  relied  on  by 
future  Navigators.  The  advantages,  which  may 
be  drawn  from  an  exad  knrv.vlcdge  of  thib  naviga- 
tion. 
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tion,  and  the  beneficial  projeds  that  may  be  form- 
ed thereon,  both  in  war  and  peace,  are  by  no  means 
proper  to  be  difcufled  in  this  place  :  But  they  will 
eafily  offer  themfelves  to  the  Ikilful  in  maritime  af- 
fairs. However,  as  the  Manila  fhips  are  the  only 
one^  which  have  ever  traverfed  this  vaft  ocean,  ex- 
cept a  Fre>.  h  flraggler  or  two,  which  have  been 
afterwards  leized  on  the  coail  of  Mexico^  and  as 
during  near  two  ages,  in  which  this  trade  has  been 
carried  on  j  the  Spaniards  have,  with  the  greateft 
care,  fecrcted  all  accounts  of  their  voyages 
from  the  reft  of  the  world-,  thefc  reafons  alone 
would  authorize  the  infertion  of  thofe  papers, 
and  would  recommend  them  to  the  inquifi- 
tive,  as  a  very  great  improvement  in  geography, 
and  worthy  of  attention  from  the  fmgularity  of 
many  circumftances  recited  therein.  I  muit  add 
too,  (what  in  my  opinion  is  far  from  being  the  Icaft 
recommendation  of  thefe  materials)  that  the  obfer- 
vations  of  the  variation  of  the  compafs  in  that 
Ocean,  which  are  inferted  in  the  chart  from  thefe 
Spanijh ']o\xvndih,  tend  greatly  to  compleat  the  gene- 
ral fyftem  of  the  magnetic  variation,  of  infinite  im- 
port to  the  commercial  and  fca-faring  part  of  man- 
kind. '  Thefe  obfervations  were,  though  in  vain, 
often  publickly  called  for  by  our  learned  country- 
man the  late  Dr.  Halley,  and  to  his  immortal  repu- 
tation they  confirm,  as  far  as  they  extend,  the 
wonderful  hypothens  he  had  entertained  on  this 
head,  and  very  nearly  correfpond  in  their  quantity, 
to  the  predidions  hepubliflied  above  fifty  years 
fince,  long  before  he  was  acquainted  with  any  one 
obfervation  made  in  thofe  feas.  The  afcertaining  the 
variation  in  that  part  of  the  world  is  juft  now  too  of 
more  than  ordinary  jconfequence,  as  the  Editors  of 
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a  new  variation-chart  lately  publilhed,  have,  fctf 
want  of  obfervations  in  thofe  parts,  been  mifled  by 
an  erroneous  analogy,  and  have  miftaken  the  very 
fpecies  of  variation  in  thofc  northern  feas  i  for  they 
make  it  wefterly  where  it  is  eafterly,  and  have  laid 
it  clown  1 2 **  or  1 3^  fbort  of  its  real  quantity. 

Thus  much  it  has  been  thought  ncceflaiy  to  pre- 
mife  with  regard  to  the  hydrographical  and  geo- 
graphical part  of  the  cnfuing  work  j  wliich  it  is 
hoped  the  reader  will,  on  perufal,  find  much  am- 
pler and  more  important  than  this  flight  Iketch  can 
well  indicate.  But  as  there  are  hereafter  occafio- 
nally  interfperfed  fome  accounts  of  Spanijh  tranf- 
adlions,  and  many  obfervations  on  the  difpofition 
of  the  American  Spaniards^  and  on  the  condition  of 
the  countries  bordering  on  the  South-Seas,  and  as 
herein  I  may  appear  to  differ  greatly  from  the  opi- 
nions generally  eftabllllied,  I  think  it  incumbent 
on  me  paracuL^rly  to  lecitc  the  authorities  I  have 
been  guided  by  on  tiii'-.  o^cafion,  that  I  may  not  be 
cenfured,  as  .  living  g'n.en  v> ay  either  to  a  thought- 
lefs  credulity  on  Oiie  Iiand,  or,  what  would  be  a 
much  more  criminal  imputation,  to  a  wilful  and 
deliberate  mifreprefentation  on  the  other. 

Mr.  Anfon,  before  he  fet  fail  upon  this  expedi- 
tion, bcfides  the  printed  journals  to  thofe  parts, 
took  care  to  furnifh  hinifelf  with  the  beft  manu- 
fcript  accounts  he  could  procure  of  all  the  Spanijh 
ff  ttlements  upon  the  coafts  of  Chili,  Peru  and  Mexi- 
co :  Thefe  he  carefully  compared  with  the  exami- 
nations of  his  prifoner?,  and  the  informations  of  fc^ 
vcral  intelligent  pcrlons,  who  fell  into  his  haads  in 
the  South-Seas.  I  Ic  had  likewife  the  good  fortune, 
in  fomc  of  his  captures,  to  poflefs  himfclf  ot  a  great 
number  ot  letters  and  papers  of  a  public  nature, 
,4  many 
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many  of  them  written  by  the  Viceroy  of  Peru  to 
the  Viceroy  of  Santa  Fity  to  the  Prefidents  of  Pa- 
nama and  Chilly  to  Don  Blafs  de  Lezoy  Admiral  of 
the  galeons,  and  to  divers  other  perfons  in  public 
employments  •,  and  in  thefe  letters  thee  was  ufually 
inferted  a  recital  of  thofe  they  were  intended  to  an- 
fwer ;  fo  that  they  contained  a  confiderable  Part  of 
the  correfpondence  between  thefe  officers  for  Ibmc 
time  previous  to  our  arrival  on  that  coaft :  We 
took  befides  many  letters  fent  from  perfons  em- 
ployed by  the  Government  to  their  friends  and  cor- 
refpondents>  which  were  frequently  filled  with  nar- 
rations of  public  bufinefs,  and  fometimes  contained 
undifguifed  animadverfion«  on  the  views  and  con- 
dudl  of  th»,ir  fupcriors.  From  thefe  materials  thofe: 
accounts  of  the  Spanijh  affairs  are  taken,  which  may 
at  firft  fight  appear  the  mofl:  exceptionable.  In 
particular,  the  hiftory  of  the  various  cafualtics 
which  befel  Pizarro*s  fquadron,  is  for  the  mod  part: 
compofed  from  intercepted  letters  :  Though  in 
deed  the  relatien  of  the  iiifurre(5tion  of  Orcliam  and 
his  followers,  is  founded  on  rather  a  lefs  difputablp. 
authority  :  For  it  was  taken  from  the  mouth  of  an 
Engltjh  Gentleman  then  on  board  P^z^rr^,  who  of- 
ten converfed  with  Orellana  ;  and  it  was,  on  en- 
quiry, confirmed  in  its  principal  circumftariccs  by 
others  who  were  in  the  fiiip  at  the  fame  time  ;  So 
that  the  faft,  however  extraordinary,  is,  I  con- 
ceive, not  to  be  contefted. 

And  on  this  occafion  I  cannot  but  mention,  that 
though  I  have  endeavoured,  with  my  utmoft  care, 
to  adhere  ftridly  to  truth  in  every  article  of  the 
enfuing  narration  •,  yet  I  am  apprehenfive,  tJiat  in 
fo  complicate^l  a  work,  fome  overfights  muft  have 
bf^en  committed,   by  the  inattention  to  which  at 
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times  all  mankind  arc  liable.  However,  I  knoT^ 
of  none  but  literal  miftakes,  fome  of  which  arc 
correded  in  the  table  of  Errata  :  And  if  there  are 
other  errors  which  hive  efcaped  me,  I  flatter  my- 
felf  they  are  not  of  moment  enough  to  afFeft  any 
material  tranfailion;  and  therefore  I  hope  they 
may  juftly  claim  the  readers  indulgence. 

After  this  general  account  of  the  contents  of  the 
cnfuing  work,  it  might  be  expcftcd,  perhaps,  that 
1  fhould  proceed  to  the  work  itfelf ;  but  I  cannot 
finilh  this  Introduftion,  without  adding  a  few  re- 
flexions on  a  matter  very  nearly  connected  with 
the  prefeYit  fubjeft,  and,  as  I  conceive,   neither 
deftitute  of  utility,  nor  unworthy  the  attention  of 
the  Public  -,    I  mean,  the  animating  my  country- 
men both  in  their  public  and  private  ftations,  to 
the   encouragement  and  purfuit  of  all   kinds  of 
geographical    and   nautical   obfervations,    and  of 
every  fpecies  of  mechanical  and  commercial  infor- 
mation.     It  is  by  a  fettled  attachment  to  thefe 
feemingly  minute  particulars,  tliat  our  ambitious 
neighbours   have  ejftabliflied  fome    part  of   that 
power,  v^ith  which  we  are  now  ftruggling  :  And 
as  we  have  the   means  in  our  hands  of  purfuing 
thefe  fubjefh  more  efi'edlually,  than  they  can,  it 
would  be  a  dilhonour  to  us  longer  to  negled  fo 
eafy  and  beneficial  a  pradtice  :   For,  as  we  have  a 
Navy   much  more  numerous  than   theirs,    great 
part  of  which  is  always  em^ployed  iit  very  diflant 
ibtions,  cither  in  the  protefkion  of  dur  colonies 
and  commerce,  or  in  aflifting  our  allies  againft  the 
common  enemy,  this  gives  us  frequent  opportu- 
nities of  fttrnifliing  ourfelves  with  fuch  kind  of 
materials,  as  are  here  recommended,  and  fuch  as 
might  turn  greatly  to  our  advantage,  either  in  war 
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or  peace  :  Foir»  not  to  mention  what  might  be  cx- 
peftcd  from  the  officers  of  the  Navy,  if  their  ap- 
plication to  thefe  fubjefts  were  properly  encou- 
raged,  it  would  create  no  new  expence  to  the 
Government  to  eftablilh  a  particular  regulation  for 
ibis  purpofe  ;    fince  all  that  would  be  requifite, 
would  be  conftantly  to  embark  on  board  fome  of 
our  men  of  war,  which  are  fcnt  on  thefe  diftant 
cruifes,  a  perfon,  who  with  the  charafter  ot  an 
engineer,  and  the  Ikill  and  talents  necelTary  to  that 
profeflion,  Ihoulc'  be  employed  in  drawing  fuch 
coafts,  and  planning  fuch  liarbours,    as  the  fhip 
Jhould  touch  at,  and  in  m^ing  fuch  other  ob- 
fervations  of  all  kinds,  as  might  either  prove  of 
advantage   to  future  Navigators,   or  might  any 
ways  tend  to  promote  the  Public  fervice.    Befidcs, 
perions  habituated   to  this   employment    ( wiiich 
could  not  fail  at  the  lame  time  of  improving  them 
in  their  proper  bufinefs)  would  be  extremely  ufcful 
in  many  other  liglits,  and  might  ferve  to  fecure 
our  Fleets  from  thofe  difgraces,  with  which  their 
attempts  againft  places  on  ihorc  have  been  often 
attended  :    And,  in  a  Nation  like  ours,  where  all 
fciences  are  more  eagerly  and  univerlally  purfued, 
and  better  underftood  than  in  any  other  part  of 
the  world,  proper  fubjedls  for  fuch  employments 
could  not  long  be  wanting,  if  due  incourageunent 
were  given  to  them.     This  method  here  recom- 
mended is  known  to  have  been  frequently  prac- 
tifed  by  the  French^  particularly  in  the  inftance  of 
Monfieur  Frezier,  an  Engineer,  v/ho  has  publilhcd 
a  celebrate^  voyage  to  the  South-Seas :    For  tliis 
perfon,  in  tlie  year  17 ji,  was  purpofdy  fcnt  by 
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fcribc  the  coaft,  and  take  plans  of  all  the  fortified 
places,  the  better  to  enable  the  French  to  profecute 
their  illicit  trade,  or,  in  cafe  of  a  rupture  with  the 
court  of  Spairiy  to  form  their  cnterprizes  in  thofe 
feas  with  more  readineis  and  certainty.  Should 
we  purfue  this  method,  we  might  hope,  that  the 
emulation  amongll  thoft  who  were  thus  employ- 
ed, and  the  experience,  which  even  in  time  of 
peace,  they  would  hereby  acquire,  might  at  length 
procure  us  a  proper  number  of  al^le  Engineers, 
and  might  efface  the  national  fcandal,  which  our 
deficiency  in  that  fpecies  of  men  has  fome  times 
expofed  us  to  :  And  furely,  every  ftep  to  encou- 
rage and  improve  this  profefllon  is  of  great  mo- 
ment to  the  Public  \  as  no  perfons,  when  they  are 
properly  inftrufted,  make  better  returns  in  war, 
.  tor  the  encouragement  and  emoluments  bellowed 
on  them  in  time  of  peace.  Oi  which  the  ad- 
vantages the  French  have  reaped  from  their  dex- 
terity (tpo  nqmerous  and  recent  to  be  foon  forgot) 
are  an  ample  confirmation.    •   ^  •":,;•■ - 

Arid  having  mentioned  Engineers,  or  fuch  as 
arc  (killed  in  drawing,  and  the  other  ufual  prac- 
tices of  that  profeflion,  as  the  propcreft  perfons  to 
be  erfi ployed  in  thefe  foreign  enquiries,  I  cannot 
(as  it  otters  itfelf  fo  naturally  to  the  fubjeft  in 
hand)  but  lament,  how  very  imperledl  many  of 
our  accounts  of  diftant  countries  arc  rendered  by 
the  relators  being  unfkilled  in  drawings  and  in  the 
general  principles  of  furveying  •,  cveii  where  other 
abinties  have  not  been  wanting.  Had  more  of 
our  travellers  been  initiate  i  in  thefe  acquirements, 
mid  had  there  been  added  thereto  fome  little  fkill 
in  the  common  aftronomical  obfervations,  ( ill 
which  a  perfon  of  ordinary  talents  might  attain, 

with 


m 


\ 


INTRODUCTION. 

with  a  very  moderate  (hare-  of  applicat'ion)  wc 
fliould  by  this  time  have  ken  the  geography  of 
the  globe  much  corredker,  than  we  now  find  it  5 
the  dangers  of  navigation  would  have,  been  con- 
fidcrably  leflened,  and  the  manners,  arts  and  pro- 
duce of  foreign  countries  would  have  l^en  much 
better  known  to  us,  than  they  are.  Indeed,  when 
I  confider,  the  ftrong  incitements  that  all  travel- 
lers  have  to  acquire  fom  t  part  at  JLeaft  of  thefe  qua- 
liBcations,  efpecially  drawing  •,  when  I  confider 
how  much  it  would  facilitate  their  obfervations, 
aflift  and  ftrengthen  their  memories,  and  of  how 
tedious,  and  often  unintelligible,  a  load  of  de- 
icription  it  would  rid  them,  I  cannot  but  wonder 
that  any  perfon,  that  intends  to  vifit  diftant  coun- 
tries, with  a  view  of  informing  either  himfelf  or 
others*  Oiould  be  unfurnilhed  with  fo  ufeful  a 
piece  of  fkill.  And  to  inforcc  this  argument  ftil! 
further,  I  muft  add,  that  befides  the  ules  of  draw- 
ing, which  are  already  mentioned,  there  is  one, 
which,  though  not  fo  obvious,  is  yet  perhaps  of 
more  confequence  than  all  that  has  been  hitherto 
urged ;  and  that  is,  that  thofe  who  are  accuftomed 
to  draw  objects,  obfcrve  them  with  more  difthdt- 
nefs,  than  others  who  are  not  habituated  to  this 
practice.  For  we  may  eafily  find,  by  a  little  ex- 
perience, that  in  viewing  any  objed,  however 
fimple,  our  attention  or  memory  is  fcarcely  at  any 
time  fo  ftrong,  as  to  enable  us,  when  we  have 
turned  our  eyes  away  from  it,  to  recolle(5t  exadtly 
every  part  it  confifted  of,  and  to  recal  all  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  its  apper ranee  j  fmce,  on  examina- 
tion, it  will  be  di'coverei\  that  in  fome  we  are  mif- 
taken,  and  others  we  had  totally  overlooked  : 
But  he  that  is  employed  in  drawing  what  he  fees, 
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INTRODUCTION. 

}S  at  the  iame  time  employed  in  feftifying  this 
inattention }  for  by  confronting  his  ideas  cojpied 
on  the  paper,,  with  the  object  he  intends  to  re- 
prefent,  he  Ands  in  what  manner  he  has  been  de- 
ceived in  its  appearance,  and  hence  he  in  time 
acquires  the  habit  of  obfciving  much  more  at 
one  view,  and  retains  what  he  fees  with  more 
corredtnels  than  he  could  ever  have  done,  widiout 
his  pradice  and  proficiency  in  drawing.        '  ■■■> 

If  what  has  been  faid  merits  the  attention  of 
Travellers  of  all  forts,  it  is,  I  think,  more  par- 
ticularly applicable  to  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Navy ; 
fincc,  without  drawing  aiid  pLinning,  neither  charts 
nor  views  of  lands  can  be  taken  *,  and  without  thefc 
it  is  fufficiently  evidciu,  that  navigation  is  at  a  fuU 
ftand.  It  is  doubtlefs  from  a  perfuafion  of  the 
utility  of  thefe  qualifications,  that  his  Majclly  has 
cftabliflicd  a  drawing  Mafter  at  Pertfmoutb,  for 
the  inftru«5kiun  of  thoi'e,  who  are  prcfumed  to  be 
hereafter  intrulled  with  the  command  of  his  Royal 
Navy  :  And  though  Ibiue  have  bc^n  fo  far  mifled, 
as  to  fuppofe  that  the  perfusion  of  Sea- officers 
confiftcd.in  ft  turn  of  mind  and  temper  refembling 
the  boiftcrous  element  they  had  to  deal  with,  and 
have  condemned  all  literature  and  fcience  as  effe- 
minate, and  derogatory  to  that  ferocity,  which, 
they  would  falfely  perfuade  us,  was  the  moft  un- 
erring charafteriltic  of  courage  :  Yet  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  t'rat  fijch  abfurditie^  as  thefe  have  at  no 
time  been  authorifed  by  the  i^ublic  opinioi^,  and 
that  the  belief  cif  them  daily  diminifhes.  If  thofe 
who  adhere  to  thefe  mifchievous  pofitions  were  ca- 
pable of  being  influenced  by  reafon,  or  fwayed  by 
example,  I  (houid  think  it  fufEcient  for  their  con- 
vidjon,  to  obiJerve,  that  the  moft  valuable  draw- 
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fngs  referred  to  ia  the  following  work,   though 
done  with  fuch  a  degree  of  /kill,  that  even  profcf- 
fcd  artifts  can  with  difficulty  imitate  them,  were 
taken  by  Mr.  Peiriy  Brilt^   one  of  Mr.  Anf(m\ 
Lieutenants,  and  finr*  Captain  of  the  tJon  man  of 
war  i    who,  in  his  memorable  engagement  with 
the  Elizabeth  (for  the  importance  of  the  fervice, 
or  the  rcfolution  with  which  it  was  condudicd,  in- 
fcriour  to  none  this  age  has  feen)  has  given  ample 
proof,  that  a  proficiency  in  the  arts  I  have  been 
here  recommending  is  extremely  confident  with 
the  moll  exemplary  bravery,  and  the  moft  diftin- 
guiflied  (kill   in   every  funftion  belonging  to  the 
duty  of  a  Sea-officer.      Indeed,    when  the  many 
branches  of  fcience  are  confidered,  of  which  even 
rhc  common  practice  of  navigation  is  compofed, 
and  the  many  improvements,  which  men  of  Ikill 
have  added  to  this  praftiCe  within  thefe  few  years, 
it  would  induce  one  to  befieve,  that  the  advan- 
tages of  reflexion  and  fpeculative  knowledge  were 
in  no  profefllon  more  eminent  than  in  that  of  a 
fea-officer  :  For,  not  to  mention  lome  cxpertncfs 
in  geography,  geometry  and  aftronomy,  which  it 
would  be  difhonourable  for  him  to  be  without, 
(as  his  journal  and  his  eftimate  of  the  daily  po- 
fition  of  the  fhip  are  no  more  than  the  practice  of 
particular  branches  of  thcfe  arts)  it  may  be  well 
fijppofed,  that  the  management  and  working  of  a 
(liip,   the  difcovery  of  her  mofl  eligible  pofition 
in  the  water^  (ufually  ftiled  her  Trim)  and  the 
difpofition  of  her  fails  in  the  moft  advantageous 
manner,   are  articles,  wherein  the  knowledge  of 
mechanics  cannot  but  be  greatly  alTiftant  :    And 
perhaps  the  application  of  this  kinti  of  knc%/lc;dgc 
to  naval  fiibjedti  may  produce  as  great  improve- 
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ments  in  failing  and  working  a  ihip,  as  it  has 
already  done  in  many  other  matters  conducive  to 
the  eafe  and  convenience  of  human  lite  :  For  when 
the  fabric  of  a  fliip,  and  the  variety  of  her  faiU 
are  confidered,  together  with  the  artificial  contri- 
vances of  adapting  them  to  her  different  motions* 
as  it  cannot  be  doubted,  but  thefc  things  have  been 
brought  about  by  more  than  ordinary  fagacity  and 
invention,  fo  neither  can  it  be  doubted  but  that 
a  fpeculative  and  fcientilic  turn  of  mind  may  find 
out  the  means  of  direding  and  difpofing  this  com- 
plicated mechanifm  much  more  advantageoufly 
than  can  be  done  by  mere  habit,  or  by  a  fervile 
copying  of  what  others  may  perhaps  have  erro- 
neoufly  pradlifed  in  the  like  emergency  :  But  it  is 
time  to  finilh  this  digrelTion,  and  to  leave  the  rea- 
der to  the  perufal  of  the  enfuing  work  •,  which, 
with  how  little  art  foever  it  may  be  executed,  will 
yet,  from  the  importance  of  the  fubjed:,  and  the 
utility  and  excellence  of  the  materials,  merit  fome 
fhare  of  the  Public  attention. 
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GEORGE    ANSON,   Efq; 

Commander  in  Chief  of  a  Squadron  of  his 
M  A  J  E  S  T  Y's  Ships. 

B  O  O  K    L 

CHAP.    I. 

Of  the  equipment  of  the  fqiiadron :  The 
incidents  relating  thereto,  from  its  firfl 
appointment  to  its  fetting  fail  from 
St.  Helens, 

TH  E  fquadron  under  the  Command  of 
Mr.  ylnjon  (of  which  I  here  propofc  to 
recite  the  mod  material  proceedings) 
having  undergone  many  changes  in  its  deftina- 
tiyn,   its  force,   and  its  equipnu^iit,   in  the  ten 
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months  between  its  firft  appointment  and  ifl 
final  fiiiling  from  St.  Helens ;  I  conceive  the 
hiftory  of  thefe  alterations  is  a  detail  neceflary 
to  be  made  public,  both  for  the  honour  of  thof^ 
who  firft  planned  and  promoted  this  enterprize, 
and  for  the  juftification  of  thofe  who  have  been 
entrufted  with  its  execution.  Since  it  will  frorn 
hence  appear,  that  the  accidents  the  expedition 
was  afterwards  expofed  to,  and  which  prevente4 
it  from  producing  all  the  national  advantage* 
the  ftrength  of  the  fquadron,  and  the  expecta- 
tion of  the  public,  feemed  to  prefage,  wer? 
principally  owing  to  a  feries  of  interruptions, 
which  delayed  the  Commander  in  the  courfe  of 
his  preparations,  and  which  it  exceeded  his  uti* 
moft  induftry  either  to  avoid  or  to  get  re* 
moved. 

When  in  the  latter  end  of  the  fummer  of  thq 
year  1739,  it  was  forefeen  that  a  war  with 
Sptiin  was  inevitable,  it  was  the  opinion  of  fe- 
veral  confidcrable  perfons  then  trufted  with  the 
Adminiftratiou  of  affairs,  that  the  moft  pru- 
dent ftep  the  Nation  could  take,  on  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  war,  was  attacking  that  Crown 
in  her  diflant  fettlements  •,  for  by  this  means  (a< 
at  that  time  there  was  the  greateft  probability  of 
fuccefs)  it  was  fuppofed  that  we  fhould  cut  off 
the  principal  refources  of  the  enemy,  and  re- 
duce them  to  the  necelTity  of  fmcerely  defiring 
a  peace,  as  they  would  hereby  be  deprived  of 
the  returns  of  that  treafure  by  which  alone  they 
could  be  enabled  to  carry  on  a  war. 
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In  purfuance  of  thefe  fentlnients,  fcveral 
projedls  were  examined,  and  feverrl  refolntions 
taken  in  Council.  And  in  all  thefe  delibera- 
tions it  was  from  the  firft  determined,  that 
George  Anfon^  Efq;  then  Captain  of  the  Centu- 
rion, fhould  be  employed  as  Commander  ia 
Chief  of  an  expedition  of  this  kind  :  And  he 
then  being  abfent  on  a  cruize,  a  vefTel  was  dif- 
patched  to  his  ftation  fo  early  as  the  beginning 
of  September,  to  order  him  to  return  with  his 
fliip  to  Portfmoutb.  And  foon  after  he  came 
there,  that  is  on  the  loth  of  November  follow- 
ing, he  received  a  letter  from  Sir  Charles  Wager^ 
ordering  him  to  repair  to  London,  and  to  attend 
the  board  of  Admiralty  :  Where,  when  he  ar- 
rived, he  was  informed  by  Sir  Charles,  that  two 
Squadrons  would  be  immediately  fitted  out  for 
two  fecret  expeditions,  which  however  v/ould 
have  fome  connexion  with  each  other  :  That  he, 
Mr.  Anfon,  was  intended  to  command  one  of 
them,  and  Mr.  Corniz-all  (who  hath  fmce  loft 
his  life  glorioufly  in  the  defence  of  his  Coun- 
try's honour)  the  other  :  That  the  fquadron  un- 
der Mr.  Anfon  was  to  take  on  board  three  In- 
dependent Companies  of  a  hundred  men  each, 
and  Bland^^  regiment  of  Foot  :  That  Colonel 
Bland  was  likc\yire  to  irn!3:irk  with  hJ3  rc^n- 
ment,  r.nd  to  command  the  land-forces  :  And 
that,  as  loon  as  this  fiiuadron  could  be  firtcd  for 
the  fca,  they  were  to  fet  fail,  wiih  exprefs  or- 
ders to  touch  at  no  place  till  they  came  to  Java- 
liccd  in  the  Eajl -Indies :   Th.it  there  thc7  wen- 
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6nly  f.o  fhop  to  take  in  water,  ana  thence  to 
proceed  dire6lly  to  the  city  of  Afamla,  fituated 
on  Lticonia^  one  of  the  Philipphie  Iflands  :'  That 
the  other  fquadron  was  to  be  of  equal  force 
with  this  commanded  by  Mr.  Jnfon,  and  was 
intended  to  pafs  round  Cape  Horn  into  the 
South-Seas,  and  there  to  range  along  that  coaft  ; 
and  after  cruizing  upon  the  enemy  in  thofc 
parts,  and  attempting  their  fettlements,  this 
fquadron  in  its  return  was  to  rendezvous  at 
Manila,  and  there  to  join  the  fquadron  under 
Mr.  Anfon,  where  they  v/ere  to  refrelh  their 
men,  and  refit  their  faips,  and  perhaps  receive 
further  orders. 

This  fcheme  was  doubtlefs  extremely  well 
projeded,  anl  could  not  but  greatly  advance 
the  Public  Service,  and  at  the  fame  time  the 
reputation  and  fortune  of  thole  concerned  in  its 
execution  ;  for  had  Mr.  Anfon  proceeded  for 
Manila  at  the  time  and  in  the  manner  propof- 
cd  by  Sir  Charles  H'liger^  he  would,  in  all  pro- 
bability, have  arrived  there  before  they  had  re- 
ceived any  advice  of  the  war  between  us  and 
Spain,  .md  confequently  betore  they  had  been  in 
tlie  leail  prepared  for  the  reception  of  an  enemy, 
or  had  any  apprehenfions  ot  their  danger.  The 
city  of  Manila  might  be  well  fuppofed  to  have 
been  at  that  time  in  the  fame  detcncelcfs  condi- 
tion with  all  the  other  Spanijlj  fettlements,  jud 
7-x  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  :  That  is  to  fay, 
their  fortifications  ncglecled,  and  in  many  places 
tkciiyedi  their  cannon  cUfnioumcd,  orufclefsby 
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tlie  mouldring  of  their  carriages  •,  theh*  maga- 
zines, whether  of  miHtary  (lores  or  provifion, 
rzll  empty  ;  their  garrifons  unpaid,  and  confe- 
quently  thin,  ill-afifefted,  and  difpirited  •,  and 
the  royal  chefts  in  Peru,  whence  alone  all  thefe 
difordcrs  could  receive  their  redrt  fs,  drained  to 
the  very  bottom  :  This,  from  the  intercepted 
letters  of  tlieir  Viceroys  and  Governors,  is  well 
known  to  have  been  the  defencelefs  ftate  of 
Panama,  and  the  other  Spanijh  places  on  the 
coaft  of  the  South-Seas,  for  near  a  twelvemonth 
after  oi.ir  declaration  of  war.  And  it  cannot  be 
fuppofcd  that  tiie  r'lty  of  Maniln^  removed  ftill 
tarther  bv  almoft  half  the  circumference  of  the 
globe,  fhould  have  experienced  from  the  Spanijh 
Government,  a  greater  fhare  ot  attention  and 
concern  for  its  fccurity,  than  Panama,  and  the 
other  important  ports  in  Peru  and  Chili,  on 
which  their  poiTefTion  of  that  immenfe  Empire 
depends.  Indeed,  it  is  well  known,  that  Ma- 
rdla  was  at  that  time  incapable  of  making  any 
confider^ble  defence,  and  in  all  probability 
would  have  furrendered  only  on  the  appearance 
of  our  fquadron  before  it.  The  confequence  of 
this  city,  and  the  ifland  it  ftands  on,  may  be  in 
fome  meafi^re  eftimated,  from  the  healthinefs  of 
its  air,  the  excellency  of  its  port  and  bay,  the 
number  and  wealth  of  its  inhabitants,  and  the 
very  txtenfive  and  beneficial  commerce  which 
it  carries  on  to  the  priruzipal  Ports  in  the  Eajl- 
Indies,  and  China,  and  its  exclufive  trade  tq  /l(a- 
pulcoj  the  returns  for  Which,  being  made  in  fil- 

B  3  \cr. 


'h 


V\ 


(6) 

ver,  are,   upon  the  loweft  valuation,    not  lef$ 
than  three  millions  of  Dollars  per  annum. 

And  on  this  Scheme  Sir  Charles  JVager  was 
fo  intent,  that  in  a  few  days  after  this  firft  con- 
ference,  that  is,  on  November   i8,    Mr.  Anfon 
received  an  order  to  take  under  his  command 
the  Argyle,  Seventy  Pearly  fVager,  and  the  Tryal 
Slcop  ;  and  other  orders  were  ifllied  to  him  in 
the  fame  month,  and  in  the  December  following, 
relating  to  the  victualling  of  this  fquadron.    But 
Mr.  Jnfon  attending  the  Admiralty  the  begin- 
ning o\  January y  he  was  informed  by  Sir  Charles 
Wager^    that   for  rcafons   with   which  he.    Sir 
Charles,  was  not  acquainted,    the  expedition  to 
Manila  was  laid  afidc.     It  may  be  conceived, 
tiiat  Mr.  Anfon  was  extremely  chagrined  at  the 
lofing  the  command  of  fo  infallible,  fo  honour- 
able, and  in  every  refped,  fo  ddirable  an  enter- 
prize,    efp'ccially  too   as  he  had  already,    at  a 
very  great  expencc,  made  the  neceflary  provi- 
fion  for  his  own  accommodation  in  this  voyage, 
which  he  had  reafon  to  expe6l  would  prove  a 
very  long  one.     However,  Sir  Charles ,  to  ren- 
der this   diiappointment  in  fome  degree  more 
tolerable,  informed  him  that  the  expedition  to 
the  Souih-Seas  was  ftill  intended,    and  that  he, 
Mr.  Ahfon,  and  his  fquadron,  as  their  firft  del- 
ti nation  was  now  countermanded,  fliould  be  em- 
ployed in  that  fervice.     And  on   the   Toth  of 
January  he   received   his  commifiion,   appoint- 
ing him  Commander  in  Cliicf  of  the  foremen- 
tioncd  fquadron,    which    (tl-ie  Argyle  being  in 
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»ae  courfe  of  their  preparation  changed  for  the 
Gloucefter)  was  the  fame  he  failed  with  above 
eight  months  after  from  St.  Helens.  On  this 
change  of  deftination,  the  equipment  of  the 
fquadron  was  ftill  profecuted  with  as  much  vi- 
gour as  ever,  and  the  vidualling,  and  whatever 
depended  on  the  Commodore,  was  fo  far  ad- 
vanced, that  he  conceived  the  fhips  might  be 
capable  of  putting  to  fea  the  inftant  he  fhould 
receive  his  final  orders,  of  which  he  was  in  daily 
expedlation.  And  at  laft,  on  the  28th  oi  June 
1 740,  the  Duke  of  Newcajiky  Principal  Secre- 
tary of  State,  delivered  to  him  his  Majefty's 
inftrudlions,  dated  J^wa^^ry  3 1 ,  1739,  with  an 
additional  inftrudlion  from  the  Lords  Juftices, 
dated  June  i^,  1740.  On  the  receipt  of  thefe, 
Mr.  Anfon  immediately  repaired  to  Spitbead,  with 
a  refolution  to  fail  with  the  firft  fair  wind,  flat- 
tering himfelf  that  all  his  delays  were  now  at 
an  end.  For  though  he  knew  by  the  mullers 
that  his  fquadron  wanted  three  hundred  feamen 
of  their  complement,  (a  deficiency  which,  with 
all  his  afliduity,  he  had  not  been  able  to  get 
fupplied)  yet,  as  Sir  Charles  fVaggr  informed  him, 
that  an  order  from  the  board  of  Admiralty  waa 
difpatched  to  Sir  John  Norris  to  fpare  him  the 
numbers  which  he  wanted,  he  doubted  not  of 
his  complying  therewith.  But  on  his  arrival  af 
Port/mouthy  he  found  himfelf  greatly  miftaken 
and  difappointed  in  this  perfuafion  :  for  on  hia 
application.  Sir  John  Norris  told  him,  he  could 
ipare  him  none,  for  he  wanted  men  for  his  own 
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fleet.  This  occafioned  an  inevitable  and  a  very 
confiderable  delay ;  for  it  was  the  end  of  July 
before  this  deficiency  was  by  any  means  fuppli- 
cd,  and  all  that  was  then  don^  was  extremely 
fhort  of  his  neceflities  and  expeftation.  For 
Admiral  Balchen,  who  fucceeded  to  the  com- 
mand at  Spithead^  after  Sir  John  Norris  had  fail- 
ed to  the  weftward,  inftead  of  three  hundred 
able  failors,  which  Mr.  Anfon  wanted  of  his  com- 
plement, ordered  on  board  the  fquadron  a  hun- 
dred and  feventy  men  only  j  of  which  thirty- 
two  were  from  the  hofpital  and  fick  quarters, 
thirty-feven  from  the  SaliJJ'ury^  with  three  offi- 
cers of  Colonel  Lowther\  regiment,  and  ninety- 
eight  marines,  and  thefc  were  all  that  were  ever 
granted  to  make  up  the  forementioned  defi- 
ciency. 

Rut  the  Commodore's  mortification  did  not 
end  here.  It  has  been  already  obllrved,  that  it 
was  at  firft  intended  that  Colonel  Bland' ^  n^gi- 
ment,  and  three  independent  companies  of  a 
hundred  men  each,  (hould  embark  as  land-forces 
en  board  the  fquadron.  But  this  difpofition  was 
now  changed,  and  all  the  land-torces  that  were 
to  be  allowed,  were  five  hundred  invalids  to  be 
collefted  from  the  out-penfioners  of  Chelfea  col- 
lege. As  thefe  out-penfioners  confirt  of  foldiers, 
who  fi;om  their  age,  wounds,  or  other  infirmi- 
ties, are  incapable  of  fervice  in  marching  regi- 
ments, Mr.  Anfon  was  greatly  chagrined  at  ha- 
ving fuch  a  decrepid  detachment  allotted  him  ; 
for  he  was  fully  perfuaded  that  the  greateft  part 
©f  them  would  perilh  long  before  they  arrived 


if 


m 


at 


1  very 
{July 
uppli- 
cmely 
For 
;  com- 
,d  fail- 
.indred 
s  com- 
a  him- 
thirty- 
larters, 
ee  offi- 
nincty- 
re  ever 
d   dea- 

did  not 
that  it 


2S 


of  a 
forces 
ion  was 
at  were 
s  to  be 
'[ea  col- 
bldiers, 
nfirmi- 
g  regi- 
at  ha- 
d  him  i 
eft  part 
arrived 

at 


'4 


(9) 

at  the  fccne  of  adion,  fince  the  dehiys  he  had  al- 
ready encountered,  neceiTarily  confined  his  puf- 
fage  round  Cape  Horn  to  the  inoft  rigorous  ica- 
fon  of  the  year.     Sir  Charles  finger  too  joined  in 
opinion  with  the  Commodore,  that  invahds  were 
no  ways  proper  for  this   fervice,  and  follicited 
ftrenuoufly  to  have  them  exchanged  i  but  he  was 
told  that  perfons,  who  were  fuppofed  to  be  bet- 
ter judges  of  foldiers  than   he   or  Mr.  ylnfon^ 
thought  them  the  propereft  men  that  could  be 
employed  on  this  occafion.     And  upon  this  de- 
termination they  were  ordered  on    board   the 
fquadron  on  the  5th  of  Attgujl :  But  inllead  of 
five   hundred,    there   came  on   board  no  more 
than  two  hundred  and  fifty- nine  •,  for  all  thofe 
who   had  limbs   and   ftrength  to  walk   out  of 
Portfmouth  deferted,  leaving  behind  them  only 
fuch  as  were  literally  invalids,    moft   of  them 
being  fixty  years  of  age,  and  fome  of  them  up- 
wards of  fevcnty.      Indeed  it  is  difficult  to  con- 
ceive a  more  moving  fcene  than  the  imbarkation 
of  thefe  unhappy  veterans :  They  were  themfelves 
extremely  avcrfe  to  the  fervice  tJiey  were  en- 
gaged in,  and  fully  apprized  of  all  the  difafters 
they  were  afterwards  expofed  to  •,  the  apprehen- 
fions  of  which  were  ftrongly  mark'd  by  the  con- 
cern that  appeared  in  their  countenances,  which 
was  mixed  with  no  fmall  degree  of  indignation, 
to  be  thus  hurried  from  their  repofe  into  a  fa- 
tiguing employ,  to  which  neither  the  ftrength 
of  their  bodies,  nor  the  vigor  of  their  minds, 
were  any  ways  proportioned,  and  where,  with- 
out feeing  the   facing  of  an  enemy,  or  in  the 
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Icafl:  promoting  the  lucccfs  of  the  enterprizc  they 
were  engaged  in,  they  would  in  all .  probability 
iifelefbiy  pcrilli  by  lingring  and  painful  difcafcs  i 
and  this  too,  after  they  had  fpent  the  activity 
and  llrengtli  of  their  youth  in  their  Country's 
fcrvicc. 

And  I  cannot  but  obferve,  on  this  melancholy 
incident,  how  extremely  unfortunate  it  was, 
both  to  this  aged  and  difeafed  detachment,-  and 
to  the  expedition  they  were  employed  in  j  that 
amongfl  all  the  out-penfioners  of  Chelfea  Hof- 
pital,  which  were  fuppofed  to  amount  to  two 
thoufand  men,  the  moft  crazy  and  infirm  only 
ihould  be  culled  out  for  fo  fatiguing  and  peril- 
ous an  undertaking.  For  it  was  well  known, 
that  however  unfit,  invalids  in  general  might  be 
for  this  iervice,  yet  by  a  prudent  choice,  there 
might  have  been  found  amongft  them  five  hun- 
dred men  who  had  fome  remains  of  vigour  left : 
And  Mr.  A»fon  fully  cxpedted,  th.it  tlie  befl  of 
thcni  would  have  been  allotted  him  •,  whereas 
the  whole  detachment  that  was  fent  to  him, 
feemed  to  be  made  up  of  the  mofl  dccrepid  and 
miferabie  obje'its,  that  could  be  collcded  out  of 
the  whole  body  -,  and  by  the  dtfertion  above-r 
mentioned,  thefe  v/ere  a  fccond  time  cleared  of 
that  little  health  and  ftrength  which  were  to  be 
found  amongil  them,  and  he  was  to  take  up 
with  fuch  as  were  much  fitter  for  an  infirmary, 
than  for  any  military  duty. 

And  hei-e  it  is  ncceflary  to  mention  another 
material  particular  in  he  equipment  of  this 
fquadron.     It  was  propofcd  to  Mr.  Anfart^  after 
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It  was  refolved  that  he  fhoiild  be  fent  to  the 
South-Seas,  to  take  witli  him  two  perfons  under 
the  denomination  of  Agent  Vidluallcrs.  Thofe 
who  were  mentioned  tor  this  employment  had 
formerly  been  in  the  Spanijh  Wejl-Indi^s,  in  the 
South-Sea  Company's  fcrvicc,  and  it  was  fup-. 
poled  that  by  their  ktiowledge  and  intt11;gcne<; 
on  that  coaft,  they  might  often  procure  provi- 
lions  for  him  by  compadt  with  the  inhabitants, 
when  it  was  not  to  be  got  by  force  of  arms  : 
Thefe  AgcntVifluallers  were,  for  this  purpofe,  to 
be  allowed  to  carry  to  the  value  of  1 5,000  /.  in 
merchandize  on  board  the  fquac^ron  j  for  they 
had  reprefented,  that  it  would  be  much  eafier 
for  them  to  procure  provifions  with  goods,  than 
with  the  value  of  the  fame  goods  In  money. 
Whatever  colours  were  given  to  this  fchemc,  it 
was  difficult  to  perfuade  the  generality  of  man- 
kind, that  it  was  not  principally  intended  for 
the  enrichment  of  the  Agents,  by  the  beneficial 
commerce  they  propofed  to  carry  on  upon  that 
coaft.  Mr.  Anfon,  from  the  beginning,  ob- 
jed:ed  both  to  the  appointment  of  Agent  Vic- 
tuallers, and  the  allowing  them  to  carry  a  cargo 
on  board  the  fquadron :  For  he  conceived,  that 
in  thofe  few  amicable  ports  where  the  fquadron 
rnight  touch,  he  needed  not  their  afliftance  to 
contrad  for  any  provifions  the  place  afforded  j 
and  on  the  enemy's  coaft,  he  did  not  imagine 
that  they  could  ever  procure  him  the  neceftaries 
he  ftiould  want,  unlets  (which  he  was  refolved 
not  to  comply  with)  the  military  operations  of 
his  fiiuadron  were  to  be  regulated  by  the  ridi- 
culous 


■\ 


,  1: 


t 


]l 


1 

I 


i: 


! 


I  !  ^ 


I'! 


!l 


I'f    I 


r  > 


it 


(  lO 

culous  views  of  their  trading  projects.  All  tint 
he  thought  the  Govcrnmci  t  ought  to  have  done 
on  this  occafion,  was  to  put  on  board  to  the  va- 
lue of  2  or  3000  /.  only  of  fuch  goods,  as  the 
Indians^  or  the  Spanijh  Planters  in  the  Icfs  culti- 
vated part  of  tlic  coall,  might  be  tempted  with  i 
fince  it  was  in  fuch  places  only  that  he  imagined 
it  would  be  worth  while  t^)  truck  with  the  enemy 
for  provifions  :  And  in  thefe  jilaces  it  was  fuffi- 
ciently  evident,  a  very  fmall  cargo  would 
fuffice. 

But  though  the  Commodore  objefled  both  to 
the  appointment  of  thefe  officers,  and  to  their 
proje6t  •,  yet,  as  they  had  infinuatcd  that  their 
jcheme,  befides  vi(5lualling  the  fquadron,  might 
contribute  to  fettling  a  trade  upon  that  coail, 
which  might  be  afterwards  carried  on  without 
difficulty,  and  might  thereby  prove  a  very  con- 
iidemblc  national  advantage,  they  were  much 
liftened  to  by  fome  confiderable  jierfons  :  And 
of  the  15,000  /.  which  was  to  be  the  ajmount  of 
their  cargo,  the  Government  agreed  to  advance 
them  10,000  upon  impreft,  and  the  remaining 
5000  they  raiftd  on  bottomry  bonds  ;  and  the 
goods  purchal'jd  v/ith  this  fum,  were  all  that 
were  taken  to  fca  by  the  fquadron,  how  mucli 
foever  the  amount  of  them  might  be  afterwards 
magnified  by  comm.on  report. 

This  cargo  v/as  at  firft  fhippcd  on  board  the 
JVager  Slow.  Ship,  and  one  of  t!ic  Vidua! Icrs  4 
no  part  of  ir  being  admitted  on  board  the  m.en 
of  v/ar.  But  when  the  Commodore  was  at  St. Ca- 
therine* s-i  he  confidered,  that  in  cafe  the  fquadron 
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fhould  be  fcpantcd,  it  might  be  pretended  that 
Ibmc  of  the  lliip*;  wcrcdifappointcd  of  proVifions 
for  want  of  a  cargo  to  truck  with,  and  therefore 
he  didributed  fome  of  the  Icall  bulky  commodi- 
ties on  board  the  men  of  war,  leaving  the  re- 
mainder principally  on  board  the  JTagcr^  where 
it  was  loll :  And  more  of  the  goods  perifliing 
by  various  accidents  to  be  recited  hereafter,  and 
no  part  of  them  being  difpofed  of  upon  the  coaft, 
the  few  that  came  home  to  England,  did  not 
produce,  when  fold,  above  a  fourth  part  of  the 
original  price.  So  true  was  the  Commodore's 
prediction  about  the  event  of  this  project:,  which 
jiad  been  by  many  confidcred  as  infallibly  pro- 
duiflive  of  immenfe  gains.  But  to  return  to  the 
tranfadbions  at  Portfmouth. 

I'o  fupply  the  phice  of  the  two  hundred  and 
forty  invalids  which  had  deferted,  as  is  men- 
tioned above,  there  wer;^  ordered  on  board  two 
hundred  and  ten  marines  detached  from  different 
regiments  :  Thcfe  were  raw  and  undifciplined 
men,  for  they  were  juft  raifed,  and  had  fcarcely 
any  thing  more  of  the  foldier  tiian  their  regi- 
mentals, none  of  them  having  been  fo  flir  trained, 
as  to  be  permitted  to  fire.  The  laft  detachment 
of  thefe  marines  came  on  board  the  8th  of  Au- 
gufi,  and  on  the  loth  the  fquadron  failed  from 
Spithead  to  St.  Helens,  there  to  wait  for  a  wind 
to  proceed  on  the  expedition.     ,  , 

But  the  delays  wc  had  already  fufifered  had  nor 
yet  fpent  all  their  influence,  for  we  were  now 
advanced  into  a  feafon  of  the  year,  when  the 
wefterly  winds  are  ufually  very  conflant,  and 
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very  violent  •,  and  it  was  thought  proper  tliat  wd 
Ihoiild  put  to  iea  in  company  with  the  fleet 
commandL\i  by  Admiral  Balchen,  and  the  expe- 
dition under  Lord  Cuthcart.  And  as  we  made 
up  in  all  twenty-one  men  of  war,  and  a  hundred 
and  twenty-four  fail  of  merchantmen  and  tranf- 
ports,  wc  had  no  hopes  of  getting  out  of  the 
Channel  with  fo  large  a  number  of  fhips,  with- 
out the  continuance  of  a  fair  wind,  for  fome 
confiderablc  time.  This  was  what  we  had  every 
day  Icfs  and  lefs  rcafon  to  exped:,  as  the  time  of 
the  equinox  drew  near  ;  fo  that  our  golden 
dreams,  and  our  ideal  pofTcIfion  of  the  Peruvian 
trcafures,  grew  each  day  more  faint,  and  the 
difficulties  and  dangers  of  the  pafTage  round  Cape 
Horn  in  the  winter  feafon  filled  our  imaginations 
in  their  room.  For  it  was  forty  days  from  our 
arrival  at  St.  Helens^  to  our  final  departure  from 
thence  :  And  even  then  (having  orders  to  pro- 
ceed without  Lord  Cathcart)  we  tided  it  down 
the  Channel  with  a  contrary  wind.  But  this  in- 
terval of  forty  days  was  not  free  from  the  dif- 
pleafing  fatigue  of  often  fcriiting  fail,  and  beinji 
as  often  obliged  to  return ;  nor  exempt  from 
dangers,  greater  than  have  been  fometimes  ex- 
perienced in  furrounding  the  globe.  For  the 
wind  coming  fair  for  the  firft  time,  on  the  23d 
of  Aii^ujl^  we  got  under  far?,  and  Mr.  Balchen 
iiiewed  himfelf  truly  folicitous  to  have  proceeded 
to  fea,  but  the  wind  foon  returning  to  its  old 
quarter,  obliged  us  to  put  back  to  St.  HelenSy 
not  without  confiderable  hazard,  and  fome  da- 
mage received  by  two  of  tlie  tranfports^  who, 
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In  tacking,  ran  foul  of  each  other  :  Befides  this* 
we  made  two  or  three  mor'^  attempts  to  fail,  but 
without  any  better  fuccefs.  And,  on  the  6th  of 
September^  being  returned  to  an  anchor  at 
St.  Helens,  after  one  of  thcfe  fruitlefs  efforts,  the 
wind  blew  fo  frefli,  that  the  ^vhole  fleet  ftruck 
their  yards  and  topmafts  to  prevent  their  driv- 
And,  notwithllanding  this  precaution,  the 


ing 


Centurion  drove  the  next  evening,  and  brought 
both  cables  a-head,  and  we  were  in  no  fmall 
danger  of  driving  foul  of  the  Prince  Frederick^ 
a  fcventy-gun  fhip,  moored  at  a  fmall  diltance 
under  our  ftern ;  which  we  happily  efcaped,  by 
her  driving  at  the  fame  time,  and  fo  preforv- 
ing  her  diltance  :  Nor  did  we  think  ourfelves 
fecure,  till  we  at  laft  let  go  the  ihcct  anchor, 
which  fortunately  brought  us  up. 

However,  on  the  9th  of  Seplcmber,  we  were 
in  fome  degree  reliev';:d  from  this  lingring  vexa- 
tious fituation,  by  an  Order  v.'hich  Mr.  Anfon 
received  from  the  Lords  Julliccs,  to  ])ut  to  fca 
the  firil  opportunity  with  his  own  fquauron  only, 
if  Lord  Catbcart  flior.ld  not  be  ready.  Being 
thus  freed  from  x\\z  trouMefome  company  of  ib 
large  a  iket,  our  Commcxlore  reiblvetl  to  weigh 
and  tide  it  down  the  Cliaimel,  aifoon  ls  the  wea- 
ther fliould  become  fulTiciently  moderate  i  and 
this  might  eafdy  have  been  done  widi  our  own 
fquadrcn  alone  full  two  months  fooner,  had  the 
orders  of  the  Admiralty,  for  fupplying  us  with 
feam.cn,  been  punftuaily  complied  with,  and 
had  wc  met  with  none  of  thofc  other  delays  men- 
tioned ia  this  narration,     it  is  true,  our  hopes 
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of  a  fpcedy  departure  were  even  now  lomewhat 
damped,  by  a  iubfcquent  order  which  Mr.  yin- 
fon  received  on  the  12  th  of  September',  for  by 
that  he  was  required  to  take  under  his  convoy 
the  St.  Alham  with  the  Turkey  fleet,  and  to  join 
the  Dragon,  and  the  IVmcbefter,  with  the  Streights 
and  the  American  trade  at  T'orbay  or  Plymouth^ 
and  to  proceed  with  them  to  fea  as  tar  as  their 
way  and  ours  lay  together  :  This  incumbrance 
of  a  convoy   gave  us  fome  uneafinefs,    as  we 
feared  it  might  prove  the  means  of  lengthening 
our  pafTage  to  the  Maderas.     How^ever,    Mr. 
Anfon,  now  having  the  command   himfelf,  re- 
folved  to  adhere  to  his  former  determination, 
and  to  tide  it  down  the  Channel  v/ith  the  firit 
moderate  weather  ;   and  that  the  junftion  of  his 
Convoy  might  occafion  as  little  a  loi's  of  time  as 
pofiible,  he  immediately  fent  direflions  to  'Tor- 
bay,  that  the  fleets  he  was  there  to  take  under  his 
care,   might  be  in  a  readinefs  to  join  him  in- 
llantiy  on  !iis  approach.     And   at  lad,  on  the 
I  Sth  of  September,  he  weighed  from  St.  Uelem  \ 
and  though  the  \Nind  was  at  firll  contrar/,  had 
the  good  iortune  to  get  clear  of  the  Channel  in 
four  days,  as  will   be  more  particularly  related 
ia  the  enfuing  chapter. 

Having  thus  gone  through  the  refpedtive  (leps 
taken  in  the  equipment  of  this  fquadron,  it  ift 
fufFicitntly  obvious  how  different  an  afpect 
this  expedition  bore  at  its  firft  appointment  in 
the  beginning  of  January,  from  what  it  had  in 
the  latter  end  of  September,  when  it  left  the 
Channel  -,    and   how   much    its   numbers,    its 
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ftrength,  and  the  probabiUty  of  its  fuccefs  were 
diininifhed,  by  the  various  incidents  which  took 
place  in  that  interval.  For  inftead  of  having  all 
our  old  and  ordinary  fcamen  exchange  d  ior  fuch 
as  were  young  and  able,  (which  the  Coiunio- 
dore  was  at  firlt  promifed)  and  having  our  num- 
bers compleated  to  their  full  complement,  we 
were  obliged  to  retain  our  firft  crews,  which 
were  very  indifferent ;  and  a  deikicncy  of  three 
hundred  men  in  our  numbers  was  no  otherwife 
made  up  to  us,  than  by  fending  us  on  board  a 
hundred  and  feventy  men,  the  greateft  part  co?n- 
pofed  of  fuch  as  were  difcharged  from  hofpitalb, 
or  new-raifed  marines  who  had  never  been  at  fea 
before.  And  in  the  land-forces  allotted  us,  the 
change  was  ftill  more  difadvantageous  ;  for 
there,  inftead  of  three  independent  companies  of 
a  hundred  men  each,  and  Bland's  regiment  of 
foot,  which  was  an  old  one,  we  had  only  four 
hundred  and  feventy  invalids  and  marines,  one 
part  of  them  incapable  for  adlion  by  age  and  in- 
firmitiesj  and  the  other  part  ufelefs  by  their  ig- 
norance of  their  duty.  But  the  diminifhing  the 
ftrength  of  the  fquadron  was  not  the  greateft 
inconveniency  which  attended  thefc  alterations  j 
for  the  conteft'i,  rcprefcntations,  and  difficulties 
which  they  continually  produced,  (as  we  have 
above  feen,  that  in  thefe  cafes  the  authority  of 
the  Admiralty  was  not  always  fobmitted  to) 
occafioned  a  delay  and  wade  of  time,  which  in 
its  confequences  was  the  f^^urce  of  all  the  difallicis 
to  which  this  entcrprize  was  afterwards  cx^oicd  : 
For  by  this  means  we  were  obliged  to  mak?  c;ir 
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paffage  round  Cape  Horn  in  the  mofl:  tcmpeflu- 
ous  feafon  of  the  year  •,  whence  proceeded  the 
reparation  of  our  fquadron,  the  lofs  of  numbers 
of  our  men,  and  the  imminent  hazard  of  our 
total  deftru(5bion  :  And  by  this  delay  too,  the 
enemy  had  been  fo  well  informed  of  our  defigns, 
that  a  perfon  who  had  been  employed  in  the 
South-Sea  Company's  fervice,  and  arrived  from 
Piinama  three  or  four  days  before  we  left  Portf- 
mouthy  was  able  to  relate  to  Mr.  Anfon  moft  o^ 
the  particulars  of  the  deftination  and  ftrength  of 
our  fquadron,  from  what  he  had  learnt  amongfl 
the  Sptmiards  before  he  left  theiii.  And  this 
was  afterwards  confirmed  by  a  more  extraordi- 
nary circumllance :  For  we  (hall  find,  that  when 
xho.  Spaniards  (fully  fatisfied  that  our  expedition 
was  intended  tor  the  South-Seas)  had  fitted  out  a 
fquadron  to  oppofe  us,  which  had  fo  far  got  the 
ftart  of  us,  as  to  arrive  before  us  ofi-'  the  ifland 
of  Madera^  die  Commander  of  this  fquadron 
was  fo  well  inftrucled  in  the  form  and  make  of 
Mr.  Anj'on\  broad  pennant,  and  had  imitated  it 
fo  exaclly,  tliat  he  thereby  decoyed  the  Pearly 
one  of  our  fquadron,  within  gun-fliot  of  him, 
before  the  Captain  of  the  Pearl  was  able  to  dif- 
tover  his  miflake. 
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CHAP.    II. 

The  paflagc  from  St.  Helens  to  the  Ifland  of 
Madera  j  with  a  fiiort  account  of  that 
Ifland,  and  of  our  ftay  there. 

ON  the  1 8th  of  September,  1 740,  the  fqiia- 
dron,  as  we  have  obfcrved  in  the  preced- 
in"-  chapter,  weighed  from  St.  Helens  with  a  con- 
trary wind,  the  Commodore  propofmg  to  tide 
it  down  the  Channel,  as  he  dreaded  Icfs  the  in- 
conveniencies  he  fhould  thereby  have  to  ftruggle 
with,  than  the  rifle  he  fliould  run  of  ruining  the 
enterprize,  by  .Ui  uncertain,  and  in  all  probabi- 
lity, a  tedious  attendance  for  a  fair  wind. 

The  fquadron  allotted  to  this  lervice  confided 
of  five  men  of  war,  a  floop  of  war,  and  two 
viftualling  fliips.  They  were  the  Centmicn  of 
fixty  guns,  four  hundred  men,  Geoyge  Anfon^  Efq; 
Commander  •,  the  Gkucejier  of  fifty  guns,  three 
hundred  men,  Richard  Norris  Commander  ;  tlie 
Severn  of  fifty  guns,  three  hundred  men,  tiie 
Honourable  Edward  Legg  Commander  •,  tlie 
Pearl  of  forty  guns,  two  hunch'cd  and  fifty  men, 
Maiihciv  Alitchcl  CommaUvicr  ;  the  Wager  of 
twenty-eight  guns,  one  hundred  and  fixty  men, 
Dandy  Kidd  Commander  ^  and  the  't'l-yal  Sloop  of 
eight  guns,  one  hundred  men,  the  Honourable 
Joh)%  Murniy  Commander-,  the  two  X'ictualkTs 
were  Pinks,  the  iargeft  about  four  hundred,  and 
the  other  about  two  hundred  tons  burthen,  thele 
were  to  attend  us,  till  the  provifiorxs  wc  l^ad  tak':ji 
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on  board  were  fo  far  confirmed,  as  to  make  room 
for  the  additional  quantity  they  carried  with  them, 
which,  when  we  hud  taken  into  our  fliips,  they 
were  to  be  difcharged.  Befides  the  complement 
of  men  born  by  the  abovcmentioncd  (hips  as 
their  crews,  there  were  embarked  on  board  the 
fquadron  about  four  hundred  and  fcventy  invaHds 
and  marines,  under  the  denomination  of  land- 
forces,  as  has  been  particularly  mentioned  in  the 
preceding  chapter,  which  were  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Cracherode.  With  this  fqua- 
dron, together  with  the  St.  Albans  and  the  Larky 
and  the  trade  under  their  convoy,  Mr.  Anfon^ 
after  weighing  from  St.  Helens^  tided  it  down  the 
Channel  for  the  firft  forty-eight  hours  j  and,  on 
the  2oth,  in  the  morning,  we  difcovered  off  the 
Ram-Head  the  Dragon,  fFinchefter,  South-Sea 
Cajlle,  and  Rye,  with  a  number  of  merchantmen 
under  their  Convoy :  Thefe  we  joined  about  noon 
the  fame  day,  our  Commodore  having  orders  to 
fee  them  (together  with  the  St.  Albans  and  Lark) 
as  far  hito  the  fea  as  their  courfe  and  ours  lay  to- 
gether. "When  we  came  in  fight  of  this  laft  men- 
tioned fleet,  Mr.  Anfon  firft  hoifted  his  broad 
pennant,  and  was  faluted  by  all  the  men  of  war 
in  company. 

When  we  had  joined  this  taft  Convoy,  we 
made  up  eleven  men  of  war,  and  about  one 
hundreil  and  fifty  fail  of  merchantmen,  confift- 
ing  of  the  Turky,  the  Streights,  and  the  American 
trade.  Mr.  Anfon  the  fame  day,  made  a  fignal 
for  all  the  Captains  of  the  men  of  war  to  come 
on  board  hihi,  where  he  delivered  them  their 
fighting  and  failing  inllru6tions,  and  then,  with 
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a  fair  Wind,  we  all  flood  towards  the  South-Wefl:  j 
and  the  next  day  at  noon,  beinp;  the  2jfl,  wc 
had  run  forty  leagues  from  tlie  Ram-Head,  and 
being  now  clear  of  the  land,  our  Commodoie, 
to  render  our  view  more  extenfivc,  ordered  Cap- 
tain Mitchell  in  the  Pearly  to  make  fail  two  leagues 
a-head  of  the  fleet  every  morning,  and  to  reoair 
to  his  flation  every  evening.  Thus  we  proceeded 
till  the  25th,  when  the  fVincbrJler  and  the  American 
Convoy  made  the  concerted  fignal  for  leave  to 
feparate,  which  being  anfwered  by  the  Commo- 
dore, they  left  us :  As  the  St.  Jlhans  and  the 
Dragon,  with  the  Turkey  and  Strcights  Convoy, 
did  on  the  29th.  After  which  feparation,  there 
remained  in  company  only  our  own  fquadron  and 
our  two  vidtuaJlcrs,  with  which  we  kept  on  our 
courfe  for  the  Ifland  of  Madera.  But  the  winds 
were  fo  contrary,  that  we  had  the  mortification 
to  be  forty  days  in  our  paflage  thither  from  St. 
Helens,  though  it  is  known  to  be  often  dene 
in  ten  or  twelve.  This  delay  "jvas  a  mofl  xm- 
pleafing  circumftance,  produ^Vive  of  much  dif- 
content  and  ilj-humour  amongft  our  people,  of 
which  thofe  only  can  have  a  tolerable  idea,  who 
have  had  the  experience  of  a  like  fituation.  And 
befides  the  peevilhnefs  and  defpondency  which 
foul  and  contrary  winds,  and  a  lingring  voyage 
never  fail  to  create  on  all  occafions,  we,  in  par- 
ticular, had  very  fubfcantlai  reafons  to  be  greatly 
alarmed  at  this  uncxpeded  impediment.  For  as 
we  had  departetl  from  England  much  later  than 
we  ought  to  have  done,  we  had  placed  almoft  all 
our  hopes  of  fuccefs  in  the  chiince  of  retrieving 
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in  {omc  mcafure  at  iea,  the  time  we  had  fo  un- 
happily wafted  at  Spithead  and  St.  Helens.  How- 
ever, at  laft,  on  Monday^  05lober  the  25th,  at 
five  in  the  morning,  wc,  to  our  great  joy,  made 
the  land,  and  in  the  afternoon  came  to  an  an- 
chor in  Madera  Road,  in  forty  fathom  water ; 
the  Brazen-head  bearing  from  us  E  by  S,  the 
Loo  N  N  W,  and  the  great  Church  N  N  E.  We 
had  hardly  let  go  our  anchor,  when  an  Englijh 
privateer  floop  ran  under  our  ftern,  and  faluted 
the  Commodore  with  nine  guns,  which  we  re- 
turned with  five.  And,  the  next  day,  the  Con- 
liil  of  the  Ifland  coming  to  vifit  the  Commodore, 
we  faluted  him  with  nine  guns  on  his  coming  on 
board. 

This  Ifland  of  Madera,  where  we  are  now  ar- 
rived, is  famous  through  all  owx  American  fettle- 
ments  for  its  excellent  wines,  which  fcem  to  be 
defigned  by  Providence  for  the  refrcfament  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Torrid  Zone.  It  is  fitu- 
ated  in  a  fine  climate,  in  the  latitude  of  32  :  27 
North  i  and  in  the  longitude  from  London  of,  by 
our  different  reckonings,  from  18*^  I  to  19"^ 
Weft,  though  laid  down  in  the  charts  in  1 7°.  It 
is  compofed  of  one  continued  hill,  of  a  confi- 
derable  height,  extending  itfelf  from  Eaft  to 
Weft  :  The  declivity  of  which,  on  the  South- 
fide,  is  cultivated  and  interfperfed  with  vine- 
yards i  and  in  the  midft  of  this  flope  the  Mer- 
chants have  fixed  their  country  feats,  which  help 
to  form  an  agreeable  profpect.  There  is  but  one 
confiderable  town  in  the  whole  Ifland,  it  is  named 
FonchiaU^  and  is  feated  on  the  South  part  of  the 
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Ifland,  at  the  bottom  of  a  large  bay.  This  is 
the  only  place  of  trade,  and  indeed  the  only 
one  where  it  is  pofllble  for  a  boat  to  land.  Fon- 
chiale,  towards  the  fea,  is  defended  by  a  high 
wall,  with  a  battery  of  cannon,  befides  a  callle 
on  the  I.oOy  which  is  a  rock  Handing  in  the  wa- 
ter at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  Ihore.  Even 
here  the  beach  is  covered  with  large  ftones,  and 
a  violent  furf  continually  beats  upon  it ;  fo  that 
the  Commodore  did  not  care  to  venture  the  Ihips 
long  boats  to  fetch  the  water  off,  as  there  was 
fo  much  danger  of  their  being  loft ;  and  there- 
fore ordered  the  Captains  of  the  fquadron  to  em- 
ploy Portttguefe  boats  on  that  fervicc. 

We  continued  about  a  week  at  this  Ifland,  wa^ 
tering  our  fhips,  and  providing  the  fquadron  with 
wine  and  other  refreftimcnts.  And,  on  the  3d  of 
November.,  Captain  Richard  Norris  having  fig- 
nified  by  a  letter  to  the  Commodore,  his  defin; 
to  quit  his  command  on  board  the  Gloucejiery  m 
order  to  return  to  England  for  the  recovery  of 
his  health,  the  Commodore  complied  with  his 
requeft  ;  and  thereupon  was  pleafed  to  appoint 
Captain  Matthew  Mitchel  to  command  the  Glou^ 
cefter  in  his  room,  and  to  remove  Captain  Kidd 
from  the  TFager  to  the  Pearly  and  Captain  Murray 
from  the  Tryal  Sloop  to  the  JVager^  giving  the 
command  of  the  Tryal  to  Lieutenant  Cheap, 
Thefe  promotions  being  fettled,  with  other 
changes  in  the  Lieutenancies,  the  Commodore, 
on  the  following  day,  gave  to  the  Captams  their 
orders,  appointing  St.  Jago^  one  of  the  Cape  de 
Verd  Iflands,  to  be  the  firft  place  of  rendezvous 
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in  cafe  of  fcparation ;  and  dircding  them,  if  they 
did  not  meet  the  Centurion  there,  to  make  the 
bed  of  their  way  to  the  Ifland  of  St.  Catherine's 
on  the  coaft  of  Brazil.  The  water  for  the  fqua- 
dron  being  the  fame  day  compleated,  and  each 
fhip  fupphed  with  as  much  wine  and  other  rc- 
frefliments  as  they  could  take  in,  we  weiglicd 
unclior  in  die  afternoon,  and  took  our  leave  of 
tlic  IHand  of  Madera.  But  before  I  go  on  with 
the  narration  of  our  own  tranfadtions,  1  think 
it  iK(:£iT:iry  to  give  fome  account  oi  tht-  pro- 
ccechngs  of  the  cncniy,  and  of  the  nieafiires  they 
had  taken  to  render  all  our  defigns  abortive. 

Wiien  Mr.  ylnfon  vifited  the  Governor  of 
Maflera^  he  receivetl  information  from  him,  that 
for  three  or  four  days,  in  tlie  latter  end  of  O^o- 
hr^  there  h*id  appeared,  to  the  weftward  of  that 
Ifland,  feven  or  eight  Hiips  of  the  line,  and 
a  Patacht,  which  laft  was  lent  every  day  clofc 
in  to  make  the  land.  The  Governor  ai'fured 
the  Commod(^rc,  upon  his  honour,  that  none 
upon  the  Ifland  iiad  either  given  them  intelli- 
gence, or  had  in  any  fort  communicated  with 
them,  but  that  he  believed  them  to  be  either 
French  or  Spani/b,  but  was  rather  inclined  tq 
chink  them  Spanijio,  On  tliis  intelligence,  Mr. 
Anfon  fent  an  Officer  in  a  clean  floop,  eight 
leagues  to  the  weftward,  to  reconnoitre  them, 
and,  if  pofllble,  to  difcovcr  what  they  were  : 
But  the  Officer  returned  without  being  able  to 
get  a  fight  of  them,  fo  that  we  ftill  remained  in 
uncertainty.  However,  we  could  not  but  con- 
jedure,  that  tliis  fleet  was  intended  to  put  a  flop 
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to  our  expedition,  which,  had  they  cruifed  to 
rhe  eaftward  of  the  Ifland  inftead  of  the  well- 
ward,  they  couki  not  but  have  executed  with 
great  facility.     For  as,  in  that  cafe,  they  mull 
huvc  ccruiinly  fallen  in  with  us,  wc  fliould  have 
been  obliged  tu  throw  overboard  vait  quuitities 
ot  proviiion  ro  clear  our  fhips  for  an  engage- 
ment, and  tiiis  alone,  without  any  regard  to  rho 
cveni  of  the  ;iction,  would  have  cfreftually  jire- 
vent'j  J  our  progrefs.     This  was  fo  obvious  a  m^a- 
jiire,  th.it  we  could  not   li  Ip  imagining  reafons 
w!i:i:!i  might  have  prevented  them  trom  purfuing 
't:.     Ar.d  v.e  rheiefore  fuppoled.  th.it  this  Frfw^Zj 
or  Spamj'h  iquadron  v/as  lent  our,  upon  advice 
of  cur  failing  in  company  wirh  Athniral  BalchLf^ 
\ii\^\  Lord   Cnthcarth  exn<Hiition  :    And   thence, 
from  an   apprehenfion  of  being  over-maiched., 
they  might  not  think  it  advlfeablc  to  meet  with 
us,    till  we  had  parted  company,  which  they 
might  judge  would  not  happen,  before  our  ar- 
rival at  this  Iiland.     Thefe  were  our  fpeculations 
at  tlut  tiiTiC  J  and  from  hence  we  had  reafon  to 
fuppofe,  that  we  might  ftill  fall  in  with  them, 
in  our  way  to  the  Cape  de  i'ei'd  inands.     And  af- 
terwards, in  the  courfc  of  our  cxpcLlition,  we 
were  many  of  us  perfuaded,  that  this  w.is  the 
Spanijh  iquadron  commanded  by  Dai  Jofeph  Pi- 
zarroj  which  was  lent  out  purpofely  to  traverlc 
the  views  and  enterprises  of  cv.r  Iqii.iciron,  to 
which,  in  ftrength,  they  were  greatly  iupt  :ior. 
As  this  Spanijh  armament  then  was  fo  nearly  con- 
nefted  with  our  expedition,  and  as  the  cataiiro- 
plie  it  underwent,  though  not  cfFecled  by  car 
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force,  vras  yet  a  confiderable  advantage  to  this 
Nation,  produced  in  confequcnce  of  our  equip- 
ment, I  have,  in  the  following  chapter,  given  a 
fummary  account  of  their  proceedings,  from 
their  firft  fetting  out  from  Spain  in  the  year  1 740, 
till  the  j^Jta,  the  only  fhip  which  returned  to 
Europe  of  the  whole  fquadron,  arrived  at  the 
Groyne  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1 746. 
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CHAP.    HI. 

i  f 

The  hiftory  of  the  fquadron  commanded  by 
Don  Jofepb  Pizarro, 

TH  E  fquadron  fitted  out  by  the  Court  of 
Spain  to  attend  our  motions,  and  tra- 
verfc  our  projeifts,  we  fuppofed  to  have  been  the 
Ihips  fecn  off  Madera^  as  mentioned  in  the  pre- 
ceding chapter.  Anci  as  this  force  was  fent  out 
particularly  againft  our  expedition,  I  cannot  but 
imagine,  that  the  following  hiftory  of  the  ca- 
fualties  it  met  A^ith,  as  far  as  by  intercepted  let- 
ters and  other  information  the  fame  has  come  to 
my  knowledge,  is  a  very  effential  part  of  the 
pre  fent  work  :  For  by  this  it  will  appear  we 
were  the  occafion,  that  a  confidcrable  part  of  the 
naval  power  of  Spain  was  diverted  from  the  pro- 
fecution  of  the  ambitious  Views  of  that  Court  in 
Europe ;  and  the  men  and  fhips,  loft  by  the  ene- 
my in  this  undertaking,  were  loft  in  confequence 
of  the  precautions  they  took  to  fecure  themfelves 
againft  our  enterprizes.  This  fquadron  (befides 
two  fhips  intended  for  the  JVeft- Indies .,  which 
did  not  part  company  till  after  they  had  left  the 
Maderas)  was  compofed  of  the  following  men 
of  war,  commanded  by  Don  Jofeph  Pizarro : 

The  j^fta  of  fixty-fix  guns,  and  feven  hun- 
dred men ;  this  was  the  AdmiraPs  Ihip. 

The  Guipufcoa  of  feventy-four  guns,  and  feven 
hundred  men. 
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Tlic  Ilermiona  of  fifty-four  guns,  and  five 
hundred  men. 

The  Efpc'ranza  of  fifty  guns,  and  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men. 

The  St.  BJie-van  of  forty  guns,  and  three 
hundred  and  fifty  men. 

And  a  Patache  of  twenty  guns.  ' 


\    t 


Thcfe  fhips,  over  and  above  their  complement 
of  failors  and  marines,  had  on  board  an  old  Spa- 
njjh  regiment  of  foot,  intended  to  reinforce  the 
garrifons  on  the  coaft  of  the  South- Seas.  When 
this  fleet  had  cruifed  for  fome  days  to  the  lee- 
ward of  the  Maderas^  as  is  mentioned  in  the 
preceding  chapter,  they  left  that  ftation  in  the 
beginning  of  November.,  and  fteercd  for  the  river 
of  Plate.,  where  they  arrived  the  5th  of  Janu- 
ary^ O.  S.  and  coming  to  an  anchor  in  the  bay 
of  Maldonado.,  at  the  mouth  of  that  river,  their 
Admiral  Pizarro  fent  immediately  to  Buenos 
.'lyres  for  a  fupply  of  provifions  ;  for  they  had 
Oieparted  from  Spain  with  only  four  months  pro- 
vifions on  'board.  While  they  lay  here  expeft- 
ing  this  fupply,  they  received  intelligence,  by 
the  Treachery  of  the  Portuguefe  Governor  of 
St.  Catherine's.,  of  Mr.  Anfon\  having  arrived 
at  that  iriand  on  the  2 1  ft  of  December  preceding, 
and  of  his  preparing  to  put  to  fea  again  with  the 
utmoft  expedition.  Pizarrcy  notwithftanding 
his  fuperior  force,  had  his  reafons  (and  as  fome 
fay  his  orders  likewife)  for  avoiding  our  fqua- 
dron  p.ny  where  Ihort  of  the  South-Seas.  He 
was  befider,  extremely  defirous  of  getting  round 
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Cape  Horn  before  us,  as  he  imagined  that  ftcp 
alone  would  effectually  baffle  all  our  defigns  j 
and  therefore,  on  liearing  that  \vc  were  in  his 
neighbourhood,  and  that  we  fhould  loon  be 
ready  to  proceed  for  Cape  Horn,  he  weighed  an- 
chor with  the  five  large  fhips,  (the  Patache  be- 
ing difabled  and  condemned,  and  the  men  taken 
out  of  her)  after  a  ftay  of  feventeen  days  only, 
and  got  under  fail  without  his  provifions,  which 
arrived  at  Maldonado  within  a  day  or  two  after 
his  departure.  But  notwithftanding  the  preci- 
pitation, with  which  he  departed,  we  put  to  fea 
from  St.  Catherine's  four  days  before  him,  and  in 
fome  part  of  our  paflage  to  Cape  Horn,  the  two 
fquadrons  were  fo  near  together,  that  the  Pearly 
one  of  our  fliips,  being  feparated  from  the  reft, 
fell  in  with  thQ  Spanijh  Fleet,  and  miftaking  the 
jifia  for  the  Centurion,  had  got  within  gun-fhot 
of  Pizan'o,  before  flie  difcovered  her  error,  and 
narrowly  eicaped  being  taken. 

It  being  the  2  2d  of  January  when  the  Spa- 
niards weighed  from  Maldonado,  (as  lias  been  al- 
ready mentioned)  they  could  not  ex}:>e(5t  to  get 
into  the  latitude  of  Cape  Horn  before  the  equi- 
nox ;  and  as  they  had  reafon  to  apprehend  very 
tempeftuous  wcarlu-r  m  doubling  it  at  that  fea- 
fon,  and  as  the  Spanift:  failors,  being  for  the 
moft  part  accuftomcd  to  a  tail  weather  country, 
might  be  expeded  to  be  very  averfe  to  fo  dan- 
gerous and  fatiguing  a  navigation,  the  better  to 
encourage  them,  fome  part  of  their  pay  was  ad- 
vanced to  them  in  European  goods,  which  they 
were  to  be  permitted  to  difpofe  of  in  the  South- 
Seas^ 


ft 


ir 


m 


# 


I-  i 
■   4; 


1 


i  I 


J 


H 


■■■I 


(30) 

c^'(?rt.f,  that  To  the  hopes  of  the  great  profit,  each 
man  was  to  make  on  his  fmall  venture,  might 
animate  him  in  his  duty,  and  render  him  lefs 
dii'pored  to  repine  at  the  labour,  the  hardfhips 
and  tiie  perils  he  would  in  all  probabili'  " 
meet  with  Ix^'ore  his  arrival  on  the  coaft  of 
Peru. 

Pizarro  witli  liis  fquadron  having,  towards  the 
lotter  end  oi  February^  run  the  length  of  Cape 
Hm'v^  he  then  flood  to  the  weftward  in  order  to 
double  it  •,  but  in  the  night,  of  the  lad  day  of 
February^  0.  S.  while  with  this  view  they  were 
turning  to  windv/ard,  the  Grnpufcoa,  the  Her- 
miona^  and  the  Efperanxa^  were  feparated  from 
the  Admiral ;  and,  on  the  6th  of  March  follow- 
ing, the  Guipufcoa  was  feparated  from  the  other 
two  ;  and,  on  the  7th  (being  the  day  after  we 
had  paffed  Streights  le  Maire)  there  came  on  a 
mod  furious  ftorm  at  N.  W,  which,  in  defpight 
of  all  their  efforts,  drove  the  whole  fquadron  to 
the  eaftward,  and  obliged  them,  after  feveral 
fruitlefs  attempts,  to  bear  away  for  the  river  of 
Plaie^  where  Pizarro  in  the  Afm  arrived  about 
the  middle  of  May^  and  a  few  days  after  him 
the  F.fperanza  and  the  Eftevan.  The  Hermiona 
was  fuppofed  to  founder  at  lea,  for  fhe  was  ne- 
ver heard  of  more  i  and  the  Gtiipufcoa  was  run 
a-Hiore,  and  funk  on  the  coaft  of  Brazil.  The 
calamities  of  all  kinds,  which  this  fquadron  un- 
derwent in  this  unfuccefsful  navigation,  can  only 
be  paralleled  by  what  we  ourfelves  experienced 
in  the  fame  climate,  when  buffeted  by  the  fame 
ftorms.   There  was  indeed  fome  diverfity  in  our 

diilrclfes^ 


^ 


.1 


I 


i 


,»i 


(3') 

diltreflfes,  w  -i  rendered  it  difficult  to  decide, 
whofe  fitualion  was  mod  worthy  of  commifera- 
tion.  For  to  all  the  misfortunes  we  had  in 
common  with  each  other,  as  Ihattered  rigging, 
leaky  Ihips,  and  the  fatigues  and  defpondency, 
which  neceflarily  attend  thefe  difafters,  there 
was  fuperadded  on  board  our  fquadron  the  ra- 
vage of  a  moft  deftrudtive  and  incurable  difeafe, 
and  on  board  the  Spanijh  fquadron  the  devafta- 
tion  of  famine. 

For  this  fquadron,  either  from  the  hurry  of 
their  outfet,  their  prefumption  of  a  fuppiy  at 
Buenos  Ayres,  or  from  other  lefs  obvious  mo- 
tives, departed  from  Spaing  as  has  been  already 
obferved,  with  no  more  than  four  months  pro- 
vifion,  and  even  that,  as  it  is  faid,  at  fhort  al- 
lowance only  i  fo  that,  when  by  the  ftorms  they 
met  with  off  Cape  Horn^  their  continuance  at 
fea   was   prolonged   a   month  or  more  beyond 
their  expectation,  they  were  thereby  reduced  to 
fuch  infinite  diftrefs,  that  rats,  when  they  could 
be  caught,  were  fold  for  four  dollars  a-piece  ; 
and  a  failor,  who  died  on  board,  had  his  death 
concealed  for  Ibme  days  by  his  brother,  who, 
during  that  time,    lay  in  the   fame  hammock 
with  the  corpfe,  only  to  receive  the  dead  man-s 
allowance  of  provifions.     In  this  dreadful  fitua- 
tion  they   were  alarmed  (if  their  horrors  were 
capable  of  augmentation}  by  the  difcovery  of  a 
confpiracy  among  the   marines,    on  board  the 
4fia,  the  Admiral's  Ihip.     This  had  taken  its 
rife  chiefly  from  the  miferics  they  endured :  For 
though  no  lefs  was  propof^d  by  the  confpirators 
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than  the'  rhafllicriiig  the  officers  and  the  wLoh 
crew,  yet  their  motive  for  this  bloody  rcfcjlution 
Itcrnctl  to  be  no  more  than  their  dcnrc  of  rclif.  ving 
their  hunger,  by  ripi)ropriat'.ng  the  wliolc  Ihlps 
jjrovifions  to  thcnifelvcs.  But  their  defigns  were 
prevented,  when  ju!l  upon  the  point  ot  execu- 
tion, by  means  of  one  of  their  contcffors,  and 
three  of  their  ringleaders  were  immediately  put 
to flei'th.  Hov^ever,  though  the  confpiracy  was 
fupprtfled,  their  other  cahimities  admitted  of  no 
alleviation,  but  grew  each  day  more  and  more 
defti  u6live.  So  that  by  the  compheated  diftreft 
ot  fatigue,  ficknefs  and  hunger^  the  three  fhips 
which  tfcaped  loft  the  greateil  part  of  their  men : 
The  y/yiay  their  AdmiraFs  (hip,  arrived  at  MojUe 
Vedio  in  the  river  of  Pldte^  with  half  her  crew 
only  ;  the  St.  EJlevan  had  loft  in  like  manner 
half  her  hands,  when  fhe  anchored  in  riie  bay  of 
Barragan  i  the  Efperanza^  a  fifty  gun  Ihip,  was 
ftill  more  unfortunate,  for  of  four  hundred  and 
fifty  hands  which  Ihe  brought  from  Spain,  only 
fifty-eight  remained  alive,  and  the  whole  regi- 
ment of  foot  perifhed  except  fixty  men.  But  to 
give  tlie  reader  a  more  diftinCl  and  particular 
idea  of  what  they  underwent  upon  this  occafion^ 
I  Ihal!  lay  before  him  a  ftiort  account  of  the  fate 
of  the  Guipufcoa,  from  a  letter  written  by  Don 
Jofeph  Mittdinuetta  her  Captuin,  to  ii  perfon  of 
dillindion  at  Lima  \  a  copy  of  which  fell  into 
our  hands  afterwards  in  the  South  Seas. 

He  mentions,  that  he  feparated  from  the 
Hermiona  and  the  Efperanza  in  a  fog,  on  the  6th 
of  xMarchy  being  then,  as  I  fuppofe,  to  the  S.  E-. 
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of  Staten-LiifiiU  and  plying  to  the  wcftwarvi  •, 
that  in  the  night  after,  it  blew  a  furious  li:or;n  ac 
N.  W,  which,  at  half  an  hour  after  ten,  fplic  his 
mainfail,  and  obliged  him  to  bear  away  with  hi;? 
forcfail  j  that  the  fhip  went  ten  knots  an  hour 
with  a  prodigious  fea,  and  often  ran  her  gang- 
way under  water  j  that  he  likewife  fprung  his 
main-niaft  ;  and  the  Ihip  made  fo  much  water, 
that  with  four  pumps  and  bailing  he  could  not 
free  her.  That  on  the  19th  it  was  calm,  but 
the  fea  continued  fo  high,  that  the  Ihip  in  roll- 
ing opened  all  her  upper  works  and  feams,  and 
ftarted  the  butt  ends  of  her  planking  and  the 
greateft  part  of  her  top  timbers,  the  bolts  being 
drawn  by  the  violence  of  her  roll  ;  That  in  this 
condition,  with  other  additional  difafters  to  the 
hull  and  rigging,  they  continued  beating  to  the 
weftward  till  the  1 2th  :  That  they  were  then  in 
fixty  degrees  of  fouth  latitude,  in  great  want  of 
provifions,  numbers  every  day  perifliing  by  the 
tatigue  of  pumping,  and  thofe  who  furvivcd, 
being  quite  difpirited  by  labour,  hunger,  and 
the  feverity  of  the  weather,  they  having  tw«.> 
fpans  of  fnow  upon  the  decks  :  That  then  find- 
ing the  wind  fixed  in  the  weftcrn  quarter,  and 
blowing  ftrong,  and  confequcntly  their  p:uTagc 
to  the  weftward  impoflible,  they  refolved  to  bear 
away  for  the  river  of  Plate  :  Tliat  on  the  2 2d, 
they  were  obliged  to  throw  overboard  all  th:i 
upper  deck  guns,  and  an  anchor,  and  to  take 
fix  turns  of  the  cable  round  the  Ihip  to  prevent 
her  opening  :  That  on  the  4th  of  ylpil,  it  being 
calm  but  a  very  high  kd,  the  fhip  rolled  fo 
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much,  'hat  the  main-maft  came  by  the  board, 
and  in  a  few  hours  after  fhe  loft,  in  like  manner, 
her  forc-maft  and  her  mizen-maft ;  and  that,  to 
accumulate  their  misfortunes,  they  were  foon 
obliged  to  cut  away  their  bowfprit,  to  diminifli, 
ii  poffiblc,  the  leakage  at  her  head  :  That  by 
this  time  he  had  loll  two  hundred  and  fifty  men 
by  hunger  and  fatigues  ;  for  thofe  who  were  ca- 
pable of  working  at  the  pumps,  (at  which  every 
officer,  without  exception,  took  his  turn)  were 
allowed  only  an  ounce  and  half  of  bifcuit  per 
diem  ;  and  thofe  wlio  were  fo  fick  or  fo  weak* 
that  they  could  not  affift  in  this  neceflary  la- 
bour, had  no  more  than  an  ounce  of  wheat  ;  fo 
that  it  was  commoa  for  the  men  to  fall  down 
tkad  at  the  pumps  :  I'lut,  including  the  Offi- 
cers, they  could  only  mufter  from  eighty  to  a 
hundred  perfons  capable  of  duty  :  That  the 
South  Weft  winds  blew  (o  frefti,  after  they  had 
loft  their  mafts,  that  tliey  could  not  immediately 
fet  up  jury  mafts,  but  were  obliged  to  drive  like 
a  wreck,  between  the  latitudes  of  32  and  28, 
till  the  24th  of  April,  when  they  made  the  coaft 
of  Brazil  at  Rio  de  Patas,  ten  leagues  to  the 
Ibuthward  of  the  Ifland  of  St.  Cathmne's ;  that 
liere  they  came  to  an  anchor,  and  that  the  Cap- 
tain was  very  defirous  of  proceeding  to  St.  Ca- 
iheri>ie\  if  poffible,  in  order  to  fave  the  hull  of 
die  ftiip,  and  the  guns  and  ftores  on  board  her  j 
but  the  crew  inftantly  left  off"  pumping,  and  be- 
ing enraged  at  the  hardftiips  they  liad  fufFered, 
and  the  numbers  they  had  loft,  (there  being  at 
that  time  no  lefs  than  thirty  dead  bodies  lying 
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on  the  deck)  they  all  with  one  voice  cried  out 
oftjhore,  onjhore^  and  obliged  the  Captain  to  run 
the  fhip  in  diredtly  for  the  land,  where,  the  5th 
day  after,  flie  funk  with  her  ftores,  and  all  her 
furniture  on  board  her,  but  the  remainder  of  the 
crew,  whom  hunger  and  fatigue  had  fpared,  to 
the  number  of  four  hundred,  got  fafe  on  (bore. 

From  this  account  of  the  adventures  and  ca- 
taftrophe  of  the  Gttipufcoa,  we  may  form  fome 
conjefture  of  the  manner,  in  which  the  Her- 
7niona  was  loft,  and  of  the  diftrefles  endured  by 
the  three  remaining  (hips  of  the  fquadron,  which 
got  into  the  river  of  Plate.  Thcfe  laft  being  in 
great  want  of  marts,  yards,  rigging,  and  all 
kind  of  naval  ftores,  and  having  no  fupply  at 
Buenos  Ayres^  nor  in  any  other  of  their  fettle- 
ments,  Pizarro  difpatched  an  advice  boat  with  a 
letter  of  credit  to  Rio  Janeiro,  to  purchafe  v/hat 
was  wanting  from  the  Portuguefe.  He,  at  the 
iame  time,  fent  an  exprefs  acrofs  the  continent 
to  San  Jago  in  Chili,  to  be  thence  forwarded  to 
the  Viceroy  of*  Peru,  informing  him  of  the  dif^ 
afters  that  had  befallen  his  fquadron,  and  defil- 
ing a  remittance  of  200,000  dollars  from  the 
royal  chefts  at  Lima,  to  enable  him  to  vidual 
and  refit. his  remaining  ftiips,  that  he  might  be 
again  in  a  condition  to  attempt  the  paflage  to  the 
South-Seas,  as  foon  as  the  feafon  of  the  year 
lliould  be  more  favourable.  It  is  mentioned  bv 
the  Spaniards  as  a  moft  extraordinary  circum- 
ftance,  that  the  Mian  charged  with  this  expre^- 
(though  it  was  then  the  depth  of  winter,  warn 
jhe  Cordilleras  are  efteemed  iniDaflable  on  account 
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of  the  fnow)  was  only  thirteen  days  in  liis  jour- 
ney from  Buenos  /lyres  to  St.  Jago  in  Chili ; 
rliuugh  thefe  places  are  diftant  three  hundred 
Spanijh  leagues,  near  forty  of  which  are  amongft 
the  fnows  and  precipices  of  the  Cordilleras. 

The  return  to  this  difpatch  of  Vizarro*^  troni 
the  Viceroy  of  Peru  was  no  ways  favourable  ; 
inftcad  of  200,000  dollars,  the  fum  demanded, 
ihc  Viceroy  remitted  him  only  100,000,  telling 
him,  that  it  was  with  great  difficulty  he  was  able 
to  procure  him  even  tliat  :  Thougli  the  inhabi- 
tants at  Lima.,  who  confidered  the  pre  fence  of 
Pizarro  as  ablblutely  necellkry  to  their  fecm'ity, 
were  much  difcontented  at  this  procedure,  and 
did  not  fail  to  afiert,  that  it  was  not  the  want 
of  money,  but  the  interellcd  views  of  fomc  of 
the  Viceroy's  confidents,  that  prevented  Pizarro 
from  having  the  whole  fum  he  had  afked  tor. 

The  advice-boat  fcnt  to  Kio  'Janeiro  alfo  exe- 
cuted her  commifllon,  but  imperfedlly  -,  for 
though  llie  brought  bark  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  pitch,  tar  and  cordage,  yet  fhe  could  not 
procure  either  mafts  or  yards  :  And,  as  an 
additional  misfortune,  Pizarro  was  difap- 
pointed  of  fome  mafts  he  expeded  from  Pa- 
raguay ;  for  a  carpenter,  whom  he  entrufted  with 
a  large  fum  of  money,  and  had  fent  there  to  cut 
mails,  inftead  of  profecuting  the  bufmefs  he  was 
employed  in,  had  married  in  the  country,  and 
refufed  to  return.  However,  by  removing  the 
mails  of  the  Efperanza  into  the  AJia,  and  mak- 
ing ufe  of  what  fpare  mails  and  yards  they  had 
on  board,  t^iey  made  a  fhift  to  refit  the  AJia  and 
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the  St.  Efircan:  And  in  the  OElohtr  following, 
Pizarro  was  preparing  to  put  to  fea  with  tlielc 
two  fliips,  in  order  to  attempt  the  palVage  round 
Cape  Horn  a  feccnd  time  -,  but  the  St.  EJievaii^ 
incoming  down  the  river  Plate^  ran  on  a  flioal, 
and  beat  off  her  rudder,  on  which,  and  other 
damages  flie  received,  flie  was  condemned  and 
broke  up,  and  Pizarro  in  the  Afia  proceeded  to 
Tea  without  her.  Having  now  the  fummcr  be- 
fore him,  and  the  winds  favourable,  no  doubt 
was  made  of  his  having  a  fortunate  and  fpeedy 
paflage  •,  but  being  off  Cape  Ilorn^  and  going 
right  before  the  wind  in  very  moderate  weather, 
though  in  a  fwelling  fea,  by  ibme  milcondud 
of  the  officer  of  the  watch  the  Ihip  rolled  away 
lier  mafts,  and  was  a  fecond  time  obliged  to  put 
back  to  the  river  of  Pkte  in  great  diftrcfs. 

The  4fia  having  conliiierably  fuffered  in  this 
fecond  unfortunate  expedition,  the  E/heranza, 
which  had  been  left  behind  at  Monte  Vedio,  was 
ordered  to  be  refitted,  the  command  of  her  lac- 
ing given  to  Mindinuetta,  who  was  Captain  of 
the  Guipufcoa,  when  fhe  was  loft.  He,  in  the 
Noicmber  of  the  fucceeding  year,  that  is,  in  A''^- 
vember  1 742,  failed  from  the  river  of  Plate  for 
the  South-Seas,  and  arrived  fafe  on  the  coaft  of 
Chili  i  where  his  Commodore  Pizarro  paffino- 
over  land  iVom  Buenos  yfyres  met  him.  There 
were  great  animofities  and  contefts  between 
rhefe  two  Gentlemen  at  their  meeting,  occafion- 
ed  principally  by  the  claim  of  Pizarro  to  com- 
mand the  Efperanza,  which  Mndinuetta  had 
brought  round  :    For  Mindinuetta  refufed  to  de- 
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liver  her  up  to  him  j  infilling,  that  as  he  came 
into  the  South-Seas  alone,  and  under  no  fuperior, 
it  was  not  now  in  the  power  of  Pizarro  to  re- 
fume  that  authority,  which  he  had  once  parted 
with.  However,  the  Prefident  of  Chili  inter- 
pofing,  and  declaring  for  Pizarro^  Mindinuetta^ 
after  a  long  and  obftii^ate  ilruggle,  was  obliged 
to  fubmit. 

But  Pizarro  had  not  yet  compleated  the  fcries 
of  his  adventures  ;  for  when  he  and  Mindimtetta 
came  back  by  land  from  Chili  to  Buenos  Jyres^ 
in  the  year  1 745,  they  found  at  Moute  yedio 
rhc  Afta,  wliich  near  three  years  before  they 
had  left  there.  This  fhip  they  refolved,  if  pof-* 
lible,  to  carry  to  Europe,  and  with  this  view 
they  refitted  her  in  the  beft  mannejr  they  could  : 
But  their  great  difficulty  was  to  procu/'e  a  fuffi- 
cient  number  of  hands  to  navigate  her,  for  all 
tJic  remaining  failors  of  the  fquadron  to  be  met 
■with  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Buenos  Ayres,  did 
not  amount  to  a  hundred  men.  They  endea- 
Viiured  to  fupply  this  defed  by  preffing  many  of 
the  inl^abitants  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  putting  on 
board  befides  alj  the  Englijh  piifoners  then  in 
their  cuftody,  together  with  a  number  of  Portu- 
guefe  I'mugglers,  which  they  had  taken  at  diffe- 
rent times,  and  fome  of  the  Indians  of  the  coun- 
try. Among  thefe  laft  there  was  a  Chief  and 
ten  of  his  followers,  which  had  been  furprized  by 
a  party  of  Spamjh  foldiers  about  three  months 
l5cfore.  The  name  of  this  Chief  was  Orellana, 
he  belonged  to  a  very  powerful  Tribe,  which 
had  committed  great  ravages  in  the  neighbour- 
hood 
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hood  of  Buenos  Ayres.     With  this  motly  cicw 
(all  of  them,  except  the  European  Spaniards^  cx- 
^  tremely  averie  to  the  voyage)  Pizarro  fee  fail 

p         from  MoHle  Vedio  in  the  river  of  Plaie^  ahout  tlie 
.  beginning  of  November   1745,   and  the*  native 

'  Spaniards  being  no  ftrangers  to  the  diffatisfaclion 

of  their  forced  men,  treated  both  thofe,  the 
Englijh  prifoners  and  the  Indians^  with  great  in- 
Iblence  and  barbarity  \  but  more  pmticularly  the 
Indians^  for  it  was  common  for  the  meaneft  of- 
ficers in  the  Ihip  to  beat  them  mod  cruelly  on 
the  flighteft  pretences,  and  oftentimes  only  to 
exert  their  liiperiority.  Orellana  and  his  fol- 
lowers, tliough  in  appearance  fufficiently  patient 
and  fubmiflivc,  meditated  a  fevere  revenge  for 
all  thefe  inhumanities.  As  he  converfed  very 
well  in  SpaniJ}jy  (thefe  Indians  having  in  time  of 
peace  a  great  intercourfe  with  Buenos  Ayres)  he 
affefted  to  talk  with  fuch  of  the  Englijh  as  under- 
ftood  that  language,  and  feemed  veiy  defirous 
of  being  informed  how  many  Engli/hmen  there 
were  on  board,  and  which  they  were.  As  he 
knew  that  the  Englijh  were  as  much  enemies  to 
the  Spaniards  as  himfelf,  he  had  doubtlefs  an  in- 
tention of  difclofing  his  purpofes  to  them,  and 
making  them  partners  in  the  fcheme  he  hnd  pro- 
jejfted  for  revenging  his  wrongs,  and  recovering 
his  liberty  •,  but  having  founded  them  at  a  di- 
ftance,  and  not  finding  them  fo  precipitate  and 
vindiftive  as  he  expcfted,  he  proceeded  no  fur- 
ther with  them,  but  refolved  to  truft  alone  to 
the  refolution  of  his  ten  fait-hftil  followers. 
Thefe,  it  fliould  fecm,  readily  engaged  to  ob- 
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fervc  his  dircfiions,  and  to  execute  whatever 
commands  he  gave  them  j  and  juving  agreed 
on  tlie  meafures  necefliiry  to  be  taken,  they  firft 
furnilhed  themlclves  with  Dutch  knives  ftiarp  at 
the  point,  which  being  the  common  knives  iifed 
io  the  Ihip,  they  found  no  difficulty  in  procur- 
ing :  Befides  this,  they,  employed  their  leifure 
in  fccretly  cutting  out  thongs  from  raw  hides,  of 
which  there  were  great  numbers  on  board,  and 
in  fixing  to  each  end  of  thefe  thongs  the  double- 
headed  (hot  of  the  fmall  quarter-deck  guns  \ 
this,  when  fwung  round  their  heads,  according 
to  the  praftice  of  their  country,  was  a  moil  mif- 
chievous  weapon,  in  the  ufe  of  which  the  Indians 
about  Buenos  Jyres  are  trained  from  their  infancy, 
and  confequently  are  extremely  expert.  Thefe 
particulars  being  in  good  forwardnefs,  the  exe- 
cution of  their  fcheme  was  perhaps  precipitated 
by  a  particular  outrage  committed  on  Orellana 
himfelf.  For  one  of  the  Officers,  who  was  a 
very  brutal  fellow,  ordered  Orclhma  aloft,  which 
being  what  he  was  incapable  of  performing,  the 
Officer,  under  pretence  of  his  difobediencc,  beat 
him  with  fuch  violence,  that  he  left  him  bleed- 
ing on  the  deck,  and  llupifted  for  fonie  time 
with  his  bruifes  and  wounds.  This  ufage  un- 
doubtedly heightened  his  thirft  for  revenge,  and 
made  him  eager  and  impatient,  till  the  means  of 
executing  it  were  in  his  power  ;  fo  that  within  a 
day  or  two  after  this  incident,  he  and  his  fol- 
lowers opened  their  dcfpcratc  refolvcs  in  the  en- 
fiiing  manner.     '^  • 
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It  was  about  nine  in  the  evening,  when  many 
of  the  principal  Officers  were  on  the  quarter- 
i\Qck,  indulging  in  the  frelhnelV  of  the  night 
air;  tho  wafte  of  the  (hip  was  filled  with  live 
raitle,  and  the  forecaftle  was  manned  with  its 
cuftomary  watc:ii,     Orellnnn  and  his  companions, 
under  cover  of  the  night,  having  prepared  their 
wc;»pon«!,  ^r\A  thrown  off  their  trouzers  and  thr 
more  cumbrous  part  of  their  drefs,   came  all 
togethe-  on  the  quarti-r-deck,  and  drew  towards 
the  door  of  the  great  cabbin.     The  Boatfwain 
immediately  reprimr.ndcd    them,    and   ordered 
them  to  be  gone.     On  this  Orellana  fpoke  to 
his  followers  in  his  native  language,  when  four 
of  them  drew  off,  two  towards  each  gangway, 
and  the  Chief  and  the  fix  remaining  Indians  i^tm^fX 
to  be  (lowly  quitting  the  quarter-deck.     When 
the  detached  hdians  had  taken  poflcfTion  of  the 
gangway,  OrelUina  placed  his  hands  hollow  to  his 
mouth,  and  bellowed  out  the  war-cry  ufed  by 
thofe  favages,  which  is  faid  to  be  the  harfheil 
and  moft  terrifying  found  known  in  nature.  This* 
hideous  yell  was  the  fignal  for  beginning  the  mal- 
facre :  For  on  this  they  all  drew  their  knives, 
and  brandifhed  their  prepared  double-headed  (hot, 
and  the  fix  with  their  Chief,  which  remained  on 
the  quarter-deck,  immediately  fell  on  the  Spani- 
ards^ who  were  intermingled  with  them,    and 
laid  near  forty  of  them  at  their  feet,  of  which 
above  twenty  were  killed  on  the  fpot,  and  the 
reft  difabled.     Many  of  the  Officers,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  tumult,  pufhed  into  the  great 
cabbin,  where  they  put  out  the  lights,  and  bar^ 
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rjcadocd  the  door.  And  of  the  others,  who 
had  avoided  the  firft  fury  of  the  Indians^  fome  en- 
deavoured to  efcape  along  the  gangways  into 
the  forecaftle,  but  the  Indians,  phiced  there  on 
purpofe,  ftabbcd  the  greateft  part  of  them,  as 
they  attempted  to  pafs  by,  or  forced  them  off 
the  gangways  into  the  wafte.  Others  threw 
themfelves  voluntary  over  the  barricadoes  into 
the  wafte,  and  thought  themfelves  happy  to  lie 
concealed  amongft  the  cattle ;  but  the  greateft 
part  efcaped  up  the  main  (hrouds,  and  (heltered 
themfelves  either  in  the  tops  or  rigging.  And 
though  the  Indians  attacked  only  the  quarter-deck, 
yet  the  watch  in  the  forecaftle  finding  their  com- 
munication cut  off,  and  being  terrified  by  the 
wounds  of  the  few,  who  not  being  killed  on  the 
fpot,  had  ftrength  fufficient  to  force  their  paffage 
along  the  gangways,  and  not  knowing  either  who 
their  enemies  were,  or  what  were  their  numbers, 
they  likewife  gave  all  over  for  loft,  and  in  great 
confufion  ran  up  into  the  rigging  of  the  fore-maft 
and  bowfprit. 

Thus  thcfe  eleven  Indians,  with  a  refolution 
perhaps  without  example,  poffeffed  themfelves 
aJmoft  in  an  inftant  of  the  quarter-deck  of  a 
ftiip  mounting  fixty-fix  guns,  with  a  crew  of 
near  five  hundred  men,  and  continued  in  peace- 
able poffeflion  of  this  poft  a  confiderable  time. 
For  the  Officers  in  the  great  cabbin,  (amongft 
whom  were  Pizmro  and  Mndinuetta)  tlic  crew 
between  decks,  and  thole  who  had  efcaped  into 
the  tops  and  rigging,  were  only  anxious  for 
their  own  fafcty,  and  were  for  a  long  time  in- 
capable 
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capable  of  farming  any  proje(5l  for  fupprefling 
the  ii  furredtion,  and  recovering  the  poflTeflion  of 
the  Ihip.  It  is  true,  the  yells  of  the  Indians^ 
the  groans  of  the  wounded,  ^nd  the  confufcd 
clamours  of  the  crew,  all  heightned  by  the  ob- 
fcurity  of  the  night,  had  at  firft  greatly  magni- 
fied their  danger,  and  had  filled  them  with  the 
imaginary  terrors,  which  darknefs,  diforder,  and 
an  ignorance  of  the  real  ftrength  of  an  enemy 
never  fail  to  produce.  For  as  the  Spaniards  were 
fenfible  of  the  difaffedion  of  their  preft  hands, 
and  vvcre  alio  conlcious  of  their  barbarity  to 
their  prifoners,  they  imagined,  the  confpiracy 
was  general,  and  confidered  their  own  deftruc- 
tion  as  infalHble  •,  fo  that,  it  is  faid,  fome  of 
them  had  once  tiken  the  refolution  of  leaping 
into  the  fea,  but  were  prevented  by  their  com- 
panions. 

However,  when  the /»^;Vz»j  had  entirely  cleared 
the  quarter-deck,  the  tumult  in  a  great  mea- 
liire  fubfitied  ;  forthofe,  who  had  efcaped,  were 
kept  fiicnt  by  their  fears,  and  the  Indians  were 
incapable  of  purfuing  them  to  renew  the  difor- 
der. Orellanciy  when  he  ^*iw  himfelf  mafter  of 
the  quarter-deck,  broke  open  the  arm-cheft, 
which,  on  a  flight  fufpicion  of  mutiny,  had 
been  ordered  there  a  few  days  before,  as  to  a 
place  of  the  greateft  fecurity.  Here  he  took  it 
for  granted,  he  Ihould  find  cutlaffes  fuificient 
for  himfelf  and  his  companions,  in  the  ufe  of 
which  weapon  they  were  all  extremely  (kilful, 
and  with  thefe,  it  was  imagined,  they  pro- 
pofed  to  have  forced  the  great  cabbin :  But  on 
2  opening 
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opening  the  chell,  there  appeared  nothing  but 
fire-arms,  which  to  them  were  of  no  ufe.  There 
were  indeed  cutlafles  in  the  cheft,  bat  they  were 
hid  by  the  fire-arms  being  laid  over  them.  This 
was  a  fenfible  difappointmcnt  to  them,  and  by 
this  time  Pizarro  and  his  companions  in  the  great 
cabbin  were  capable  of  converfing  aloud,  through 
the  cabbin  windows  and  port-holes,  with  thofe 
in  the  gun-room  and  between  decks,  and  from 
hence  they  learnt,  that  the  Englijb  (whom  they 
principally  fufpedled)  were  all  fafe  below,  and 
had  not  intermedled  in  this  mutiny  ;  and  by 
other  particulars  they  at  laft  difcovered,  that  none 
were  concerned  in  it  but  Ordlana  and  hii  people- 
On  this  Pizarro  and  the  OHicers  refolved  to  at- 
tack them  on  the  quarter-deck,  before  any  of 
the  difcontented  on  board  ftiould  fo  far  recover 
their  firfl  furprize,  as  to  refleft  on  the  facility 
and  certainty  of  feizing  the  fhip  by  a  jundion 
with  the  Im  am  in  the  prefent  emergency. 
With  this  view  Pizarro  got  togetlier  what  arms 
were  in  the  cabbin,  and  diftributed  them  to 
thofe  who  were  with  him  :  But  there  were  no 
other  fire-arms  to  be  met  with  but  piftols,  and 
for  thefe  they  had  neither  powder  nor  ball. 
However,  having  now  fettled  a  correfpondence 
with  the  gun-room,  they  lowered  down  a  bucket 
out  of  the  cabbin-widow,  into  which  the  gunner, 
out  of  one  of  the  gun-room  ports,  put  a  quan- 
tity of  piftol  cartridges.  When  they  had  thus 
procured  ammunition,  and  had  loaded  their  pif- 
tols, they  fet  the  cabbin-door  partly  open,  and 
fired  fome  fhot  amongft  the  Indians  on  the  quar- 
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t-:r-deck,  at  firft  without  efFed.  But  at  laft 
Mindinuetta^  whom  we  have  often  mentioned, 
hail  the  good  fortune  to  (hoot  Orellana  dead  on 
the  fpot  i  on  which  his  faithful  companions  aban- 
doning all  thoughts  of  farther  refiftance,  inftantly 
leaped  into  the  fea,  where  they  every  man  pe- 
rilhed.  Thus  was  this  infurredion  quelled,  and 
the  poflefiion  of  the  quarter-deck  regained,  after 
it  had  been  full  two  hours  in  the  power  of  this 
great  and  daring  Chief,  and  his  gallant  and  un- 
happy countrymen. 

Pizarro  having  efcaped  this  imminent  peril 
(leered  for  Europe,  and  arrived  fafe  on  the  coaft 
of  Galicia  in  the  beginng  of  the  year  1746, 
after  having  been  abfent  between  four  and  five 
years,  and  having,  by  his  attendance  on  our  ex- 
pedition, diminifhed  the  naval  power  of  Spain 
by  above  three  thoufand  hands,  (the  flower  of 
their  failors)  and  by  four  confiderable  fhips  of 
war  and  a  Patache.  For  we  have  feen,  that  the 
Ilermiona  foundered  at  fea  \  the  Guipttfcoa  was 
ilranded,  and  funk  on  the  coaft  of  Brazil-,  the 
St.  EJlevan  was  condemned,  and  broke  up  in  the 
river  of  Plate  i  and  the  Efperanza  being  left  in 
the  South-Seas,  is  doubtlefs  by  this  time  incapa- 
ble of  returning  to  Spain.  So  that  the /i/ia  only, 
with  lefs  than  one  hundred  hands,  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  all  the  remains  of  that  fquadron,  with 
which  Pizzaro  firft  put  to  ic:\.  And  whoever 
attends  to  the  very  large  proportion,  which  this 
fquadron  bore  to  the  whole  navy  of  Spain,  \,\\\, 
I  believe,  confcfs,  that  had  our  u!idertaking  been 
attended  with  no  other  aJvanta;^rs  than  rlvu  of 
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ruining  fo  great  a  part  of  the  lea-force  of  fo  dan- 
gerous an  enemy,  this  alone  would  be  a  fufficient 
equivalent  for  our  equipment,  and  an  incontefti- 
ble  proof  of  the  fervice,  which  the  Nation  ha^ 
thence  received.  Having  thus  concluded  this 
fummary  of  Pizarro's  adventures,  I  fhall  nov/ 
return  again  to  die  narration  of  our  own  tranf- 
aftions.  '"'■-J.    ri;''   ;  ;,^  .  -•    .        -    \  ■•  •    * 
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IH  AV  E  already  mentioned,  that  on  the  3d  of 
November  we  weighed  from  Madera^  after 
orders  had  been  given  to  the  Captains  to  rendez- 
vous at  St.  Jago^  one  of  xhtCape  de  Verd  Iflands, 
in  cafe  the  fquadron  was  feparated.  But  the  next 
day,  when  we  were  got  to  fea,  the  Commodore 
confidcring  that  the  feafon  was  far  advanced,  and 
that  touching  at  St.  J  ago  would  create  a  new 
delay,  he  for  this  reafon  thought  proper  to  alter 
his  rendezvous,  and  to  appoint  the  Ifland  of  St. 
Catherine's^  on  the  coaft  of  Brazil  to  be  the  firft: 
place  to  which  the  fhips  of  the  fquadron  were 
to  repiir  in  cafe  of  feparation. 

In  our  paflage  to  the  Ifland  of  St.  Catherine' Sy 
we  found  the  direction  of  the  trade- winds  to  differ 
confiderably  from  what  we  had  reafon  to  cxpeft, 
both  from  the  general  hiftories  given  of  thefc 
winds,  and  the  experience  of  former  Navigators. 
For  the  learned  Dr.  Halley^  in  his  account  of  the 
trade  winds,  which  take  place  in  the  Ethiopu  and 
Atlantic  Ocean,  tells  us,  that  from  the  latitude 
of  28^  N,  to  the  latitude  of  10^ N,  there  is  ge- 
nerally a  frelh  gale  of  N.  E.  wind,  which  towards 
the  African  fide  rarely  comes  to  the  caftward  of 
E.  N.  E,  or  pafles  to  the  northward  of  N.  N.  E  : 
But  on  the  American  fide,  the  wind  is  fomcwhat 
more  eafterly,  though  moft  commonly  evea  there 
it  is  a  point  or  rv^o  to  tiic  northward  of  rhc  Eall : 
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That  from  10"  N.  to  4"  N,  the  cahns  and  tor- 
nadoes take  place  j  and  from  4  N.  to  30  S,  the 
winds  are  generally  and  perpetually  between  the 
South  and  the  Eall.  This  account  we  expefled  to 
have  verified  by  our  own  experience j  but  we  found 
confiderablc  variations  from  it,  both  in  refpeit 
to  the  lleadinefs  of  the  winds,  and  the  quarter 
from  whence  they  blew.  For  though  we  met 
with  a  N.  E.  wind  about  the  latitude  of  28"  N, 
yet  from  the  latitude  of  25"  to  the  latitude  lA 
1 8 '  N,  the  wind  was  never  once  to  the  northward 
ol  the  Eaft,  but  on  the  contrary,  aimoft  con- 
ftantly  to  the  fouthward  of  it.  However,  from 
thence  to  the  latitude  of  6"  }  20  N,  we  had  it 
ufually  to  the  northward  of  the  Kaft,  though  not 
entirely,  it  Iiaving  for  a  Ihort  time  cJianged  to 
E.  S.  E.  '  "rem  hence,  to  about  4**  46'  N,  the 
weather  was  very  unfettled  i  fometimes  the  wind 
was  N.  E.  then  changed  to  S.  E,  and  fometimes 
we  had  a  dead  calm,  attended  with  fmail  rain 
and  lightning.  After  thi?,  the  wind  continued 
aimoft  invariably  between  the  S.  and  E,  to  the 
latitude  of  7^:  30' S  •,  and  then  again  as  inva- 
riably Ix^tween  the  N.  and  E,  to  the  latitude  of 
15'^ :  ^o'  S  i  then  E.  and  S.  E,  to  21"  :  37'S. 
But  after  this,  even  to  the  latitude  of  27*  :  44' S, 
the  wind  was  never  once  between  the  S.  and  the 
E,  though  we  had  it  at  times  in  all  the  other 
quarters  of  the  compafs.  But  this  laft  circum- 
ftance  maybe  in  fome  meafure  accounted  for, 
from  our  approach  to  the  main  continent  of  the 
Brazils,  I  mention  not  thefe  particulars  with  a 
view  of  cavilling  at  the  received  accounts  of 
thefe  trade-winds,  which  I  doubt  not  are  in  ge- 
neral 
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neral  fuffiticntly  accurate  j  bu;  I  tliought  It  a 
matter  wortliy  of  public  notice,  that  fuch  devia- 
tions from  the  eftiblifhed  rules  do  fometimes 
take  place.  This  obferv.ition  may  not  only  be 
of  fervice  to  Navigators,  by  putting  them  on 
their  guard  againfl:  thefc  hitherto  unexpcifled  ir- 
regularities, but  may  perhaps  contribute  to  tho 
folution  of  that  great  queftion  about  the  cauH  s 
of  trade-winds,  andmonfoons,  a  queftion,  which, 
in  my  opinion,  has  not  been  hitherto  difculTcd 
with  that  clcarnefs  and  accuracy,  which  its  im- 
portance (whether  it  be  confidered  as  a  naval  or 
philofophical  inquiry)  fecms  to  demand. 

On  the  1 6th  of  November .>  one  of  our  Viflual- 
Uts  made  a  fignal  to  fpeak  with  the  Commodore, 
and  we  fhortencd  fail  for  her  to  come  up  with  us. 
The  Mailer  c;une  on  board,  and  acquainted  Mr. 
/hifon^  that  he  had  complied  with  the  terms  of 
his  charter-party,   and  dt-Hrcd  to  be  unloaded 
and  difmiflfcd.     Mr.  Anfoi\    on  conuilting  tlic 
Captains  of  the  fquadron,  found  all  the  fliips 
had  ftill  llich  quantities  of  provifion  between  their 
decks,  and  were  withal  fo  deep,  that  they  couKt 
not  without  great  dilBculty  take  in  their  levci  :d 
proportions  of  brandy  from  the  IndujJry  Pink^  on:; 
<;t"  t!ie  Vi«^uallers  only  :  And  confcqiwntly  he* 
v/as  obliged  to  continue  the  other  of  them,  tlie 
Ama  Pink,  in  the  fervice  of  attending  the  fqu  t- 
dron.     And  the  next  day  the  Commodore  made 
a  fignal  for  the  fhips  to  bring  to,  an^l  to  rakf^ 
on  board  their  Ihares  of  the  br:indy  from  the 
Indujiry  Pink  \  and  in  this,  the  long  bo:its  of  the 
fquadron   were  employed   the    three  following 
4:iys,  that  is,  till  the  igth  in  the  evening,  v.'hcn 
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the  Pink  being  unloaded,  fhe  parted  company 
with  us,  being  bound  for  Barbadoes,  there  to 
take  in  a  freight  for  England.  Moil  of  the  Of- 
ficers of  the  fquadron  took  th^  opportunity  of 
writing  to  their  friends  at  home  by  this  fhip ; 
but  fhe  was  afterwards,  as  I  have  been  fince  in- 
formed, unhappily  taken  by  the  Spaniards. 

On  the  20th  of  November,  the  Captains  of  the 
fquadron  reprefented  to  the  Commodore,  that 
tlieir  fliips  companies  were  very  fickly,  and  that 
it  was  their  own  opinion  as  well  as  their  fiirgeons, 
that  it  would  tend  to  the  prcfervation  of  the  men 
to  let  in  more  air  between  decks ;  but  that  their 
fhips  were  fo  deep,  they  could  not  polTibly  open 
their  lower  ports.  On  this  reprcfentation,  tJie 
Commodore  ordered  fix  air  fcuttles  to  be  cut  in 
each  lliip,  in  fuch  places  where  they  would  leaft 
weaken  it. 

And  on  this  occafion  I  cannot  but  obfewe,  hoW 
much  it  is  the  duty  of  all  thcfe,  who  either  by  office 
or  authority,  have  any  influence  in  the  direction 
of  our  naval  affairs,  to  attend  to  this  important 
aiiicle,  \h&  prefervation  of  the  lives  and  health 
of  our  feamen.  If  it  could  be  fuppofed,  that 
tlie  motives  of  humanity  were  infufficient  for  this 
purpofc,  yet  policy,  and  a  regard  to  the  fuccefs 
of  our  arms,  and  the  interefl  and  honour  of  each 
particular  Commander,  fliould  naturally  lead  us 
to  a  careful  and  impartial  examination  of  every 
probable  method  propofed  for  maintaining  a  fhip's 
crew  in  health  and  vigour.  But  hath  this  been 
always  done  ?  Plave  the  late  invented  plain  and 
obvious  methods  of  keeping  ourfhips  fweet  and 
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clean,  by  a  conftant  fupply  of  frefh  air,  been 
confidercd  with  that  candour  and  temper,  which 
the  great  benefits  promifed  hereby  ought  natu- 
rally to  have  infpired  ?  On  the  contrary,  have 
not  thefe  falutary  fchemes  been  often  treated  with 
uegleft  and  contempt  ?  And  have  not  fome  of 
thofe  who  have  been  entnilledwith  experimenting 
their  ctfeds,  been  guilty  of  the  moft  indefen- 
fible  partiality,  in  the  accounts  they  have  given 
of  thefe  trials  ?  Indeed,  it  muft  be  confefled, 
tliat  many  diflinguiflied  perfoiis,  both  in  the 
direftion  and  command  of  our  fleets,  have  ex- 
erted themfelves  on  thefe  occafions  with  a  ju- 
dicious and  difpaflionate  examination,  becoming 
the  interefting  nature  of  the  inquiry  j  but  the 
wonder  is,  that  any  could  be  found  irrational 
enough  to  ad  a  contrary  part,  in  defpight  of  the 
ftrongeft  didates  of  prudence  and  humanity.  I 
muft  however  own,  that  I  do  not  believe  this 
condud  to  have  arifcn  from  motives  fo  favage, 
as  the  firft  refledion  thereon  does  naturally  fug- 
geft ;  But  I  rather  impute  it  to  an  obttinate,  and 
in  fome  degree,  fuperilitious  attachment  to  fuch 
pradices  as  have  been  long  eftablilhed,  and  to 
a  fettled  contempt  and  hatred  of  all  kinds  of 
innovations,  efpecially  fuch  as  are  projeded  by 
landmen  and  pedbns  refiding  on  Ihorc.  But  let 
us  return  from  this,  I  hope  not,  impertincnti 
digreflion. 

We  crofled  the  equinodial  with  a'finefrclh  gale 
at  S.  E,  on  Friday  the  28th  oi  November,  at  four 
in  the  morning,  being  then  in  the  longitude  of 
27°  :  59'  W.  frcm  London.  And  on  the  id  of 
Dcctmbc}\  in  the  morning,  wc  law  a  fail  in  the 
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N.  VV.  qiiarter,  and  made  the  ClouccJler\  and 
*l}-yal\  fignuls  to  chafe  j  and  half  an  hour  after, 
wc  let  our  rccis  and  chafed  with  the  fquadron  •, 
and  about  noon  a  fignal  was  made  for  the  IVa^cv 
to  take  our  remaining  Vi(5luallcr,  the  An, .a  Pinky 
in  tow.  Hut  at  fevcn  in  the  evening,  finding 
wc  (lid  not  near  the  chace,  and  that  the  IVager 
was  VI  ry  fir  a-flern,  we  (hortened  fail,  and  made 
Ji  f'gnnl  for  the  rruifers  to  join  the  fquadron. 
1  he  ncxf  day  but  one  we  again  uifcovered  a 
i.iil,  which,  on  a  nearer  approach,  we  judged 
to  Ix'  the  fame  veffel.  We  cliafed  her  the  whole 
day,  and  though  we  rather  gained  upon  her,  yet 
night  came  on  before  we  could  overtake  her,  and 
obliged  us  to  give  over  the  chace,  to  colleft  our 
fcattered  fquadron.  We  were  much  chagrined 
at  the  cfcape  of  this  veflel,  as  we  then  appre- 
liended  her  to  be  an  advice-boat  fent  from  Old 
^pain  to  Buenos  Ayres,  with  notice  of  our  expedi- 
tion. But  we  have  fince  learnt,  thc.^  we  were 
deceived  in  this  conjecture,  and  that  it  was 
our  Enjl-India  Company's  Packet  bound  to 
St.  Helena. 

On  the  loth  of  December,  being  by  our  ac- 
counts in  the  latitude  of  zo*'  S,  and  36 ^^  :  30' 
longitude  Weft  from  London,  the  ^ryal  fired  a 
g  in  to  denote  foundings.  We  immediately 
founded,  and  found  fixty  fathom  water,  the  bot- 
tom coarfe  ground  with  broken  Ihells.  The 
Tryal  being  a-head  of  us,  had  at  one  time  thirty- 
feven  fathom,  which  afterwards  increafed  to  90 : 
And  then  Ihe  found  no  bottom,  which  happened 
to  us  too  at  our  fecoiid  triiil,  though  we  founded 
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with  a  hundred  and  fifty  fathom  of  lii^e.  This 
is  the  (hoal  which  is  laid  down  in  moft  charts  by 
the  name  of  the  Abrollos  •,  and  it  appc.nxxl  wc^ 
were  uix)n  the  very  edge  of  it ;  jxrliaps  f irthcr 
in,  it  may  be  extremely  dangerous.  \Vc  wcri* 
then,  by  our  different  accounts,  from  ninety  t'» 
fixty  leagues  Eafl  of  the  coaft  of  BrazH.  The 
next  day  but  one  we  fpoke  with  a  Portuguezu 
Brigantine  from  Rio  Janeiro,  bound  to  Bahia  del 
todos  Santos,  who  informed  us,  tliat  we  were 
thirty  fonr  leagues  from  Cape  St.  Thomas,  ami 
forty  leagues  ttom  Cape  Frio,  which  lall  bore 
from  us  W.  S.  W.  By  our  accounts  wc  were 
near  eighty  leagues  iromCapeFr/o;  and  though, 
on  the  information  of  this  Brigantine,  we  altered 
our  courfe,  and  ftood  more  to  the  fouthwartl, 
yet  by  our  coming  in  with  the  land  afterwards, 
we  were  fully  convinced  that  our  reckoning  was 
much  correder  than  our  Portiigtieze  intelligence. 
We  found  a  confiderable  current  fetting  to  tjie 
fouthward,  after  we  had  pafiTed  the  latitude  of 
16^  S.  And  the  fame  took  place  all  along  the 
( oaft  of  Brazil,  and  even  to  the  fouthward  of  the 
river  of  Plate,  it  amounting  fometimes  to  thirty 
miles  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  once  to  above 
forty  miles. 

If  this  current  is  occafioned  (as  it  is  mod  pro- 
bable) by  the  running  off  of  the  water,  accu- 
mulated on  the  coaft  of  Brazil  by  the  conftanc 
fweeping  of  the  eaftern  trade-wind  over  the 
Ethiopic  Ocean,  then  it  is  moft  natural  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  its  general  courfe  is  determined  by  the 
bearings  of  the  adjacent  ftiorc.     Perhaps  too,  in 
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almofl.  every  other  inftance  of  currents,  the  fame 
may  Ho;  ^  true,  as  I  believe  no  examples  occur  ot 
conli'.ti.blc  currents  bcii-j^obfervecl  at  any  great 
diftunct.'  from'I.ind.  If  ihis  then  could  be  laid 
down  for  a  general  principle,  it  would  be  always 
cafy  to  corrc(5t  the  reckoning  by  the  obferved  la- 
titude. But  it  were  much  to  be  wifhcd,  for  the 
general  intcrcfts  of  navigation,  that  the  adlual 
fcttings  of  tjie  different  currents  which  are  known 
to  take  place  in  various  parts  of  the  world,  were 
examined  more  frecjueiuly  and  accurately  than 
hitherto  appears  to  l\ave  been  done. 

We  now  began  to  grow  impatient  for  a  fight 
f;f  land,  both  for  the  recovery  of  our  lick,  and 
for  the  rciVcfhmcnt  and  fecurity  of  thofe  who  as 
yet  continued  healthier.  When  we  departed 
from  St.  Iletens^  we  were  in  Pj  good  a  condition, 
that  we  loft  but  two  men  on  board  the  Centurion^ 
in  our  long  paflage  to  Mada-a.  But  in  this  pre- 
fcnt  run  between  Madera  and  St.  Catherine's  we 
have  been  very  fickly,  fo  that  many  died,  and 
great-  numbers  were  confined  to  their  hammocks, 
l^tli  in  our  own  Ihip  and  ii\  the  reft  of  the  fqua- 
dron,  and  fever  il  of  thefe  paft  all  hopes  of  reco- 
'  -ry,  I'he  diforders  they  in  general  labour  un- 
der p.re  fuch  as  are  common  to  the  hot  climate?, 
'A\\i\  wiiati\u)ft  fliips  bound  to  the  foudiward  ex- 
pcrienre  in  a  p,reatcr  or  leis  degree.  Thefe  are 
thofc  ixind  ot  fevers,  which  they  ufu.^lly  call 
Calentures  :  A  difiaic,  which  was  not  only  ter- 
rible in  it> ihft  i  iftaiu  e,  but  even  the  remains  oi 
it    often   proved   f.ir.il  to  thofe  who  conlider^-<.i 
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left  them  in  a  very  weak  and  helplcls  condition, 
and  ufually  afflided  witii  fluxes  and  tcnafmus*s. 
And  by  our  continuance  at  fea  al!  our  complaints 
were  every  day  increafmg,  fo  that  it  was  with 
great  joy  that  we  difcovered  tlic  coaft  of  Brazil 
on  the  1 8th  of  December^  oc  fcven  in  the  morn- 
ing. 

The  coaft  of  jfi;v?2/7  appeared  Iiigh  and  moun- 
tainous land,  extending  from  tlieW.  to  W.  S.  W, 
and  when  we  firft  faw  it,  it  was  about  fcventcen 
leagues  diftant.     At  noon  we  perceived  a  low 
double  land,  bearing  W.  S.  W.  about  ten  leagues 
diftant,    which   wc  took   to   be   the  Ifland  of 
St.   Catherine's.     That  afternoon  and  tiic  ncxi 
morning,  the  wind  being  N.  N.  W,  we  gained 
very  little  to  windward,  and  were  apprehenfivc 
of  being  driven  to  the  leeward  of  the  Ifland  ; 
but  a  little  before  noon,  the  next  day,  the  wind 
came  about  to  the  fouthward,  and  enabled  us  to 
fteer  in  between  the  North  point  of  St.  Cathj- 
rlne^s^  and  the  neighbouring  Ifland  of  Alvoredo. 
As  we  ftood  in  for  the  land,  we  had  regular 
foundings  gradually  decreafing,  from  thirty-fix 
to  twelve  fathom,  all  muddy  ground.     In  this 
laft  depth  of  water  we  let  go  our  anchor  at  five 
o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the  i8th,  the  North 
Weft  point  of  the  Ifland  of  St.  Catherines  bear- 
ing S.  S.  W,  diftant  three  miles  \  and  the  Ifland 
Ahcredo  N.  N.  E,  diftant  two  leagues.     Here 
w'c  found  the  tide  to  fet  S.  S.  E.  and  N.  N.  W, 
at  the  rate  of  two  knots,  the  tide  of  flood  com- 
ing from  the  fouthward.     We  could  from  our 
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Ihips  obfervc  two  tbrtitications  at  a  confiderablc 
ciiftancc  within  us,    which  feeined  defignctl  to 
prevent  the  paflTage  of  an  enemy  between  the 
lOand  of  St.  Catherine's  and  the  main.      And 
we  could  foon  perceive  that  our  Iquadron  had 
alarmed  the  coall,  for  wc  faw  the  two  forts  hoill 
their  colours,  and  fire  feveral  guns,  which  we 
fuppofed  to  be  intended  for  aflembling  the  inha- 
bitants.    To  prevent  any  confufion,  the  Com- 
modore immediately  fent  a  boat  with  an  Officer 
on  fliore,  to  compliment  the  Governor,  and  to 
tic  fire  a  Pilot  to  carry  us  into  the  road.     The 
Governor  returned  a  very  civil  anfwer,  and  or- 
dered us  a  Pilot.     On  t.ie  morning  of  the   20th 
wc  wcigiK'd  and  flood  in,  and  towards  noon  the 
Pilar   ran-*c  on  boar.l  us,  who,  the  fame  after- 
noon, hiT.Might  us  to  an  anchor  in  five  fathom 
;'.nd  :in  halt,  m  a  huge  commodious  bay  on  the 
«  ojnincnt  fid*.-,    called  by  the  French^  Bon  Port. 
i!i  ilanding  troni  our  lafl  r.nchoragc  to  this  place, 
wc  (Very  where  found  an  ouzy  bottom,  with  a 
tlcptli  ol"  water  tirft  regularly  dccreafing  to  five 
f  .tliom,  and  then  incrciting  to  fcven,  .ifter  which 
vsc  iiad  fix  and  five  fathom  alternately.     'I'hc 
:'cxt  morning  we  weighed  again  with  the  f(]ua- 
n,-(  n,  in  ordi-r  to  run  above^  tiie  two  fortifications 
we  iiiiVc  mentioned,  which  are  called  the  caflles 
ol  SantdCndz  and  St.  Juati.     And  now  the  found- 
)iigs  between  the  Ifland  and  the  Main  were  four, 
»i^^e  and  fix  fithom,  with  muddy  ground.     As 
V. .  palled  by  the  caflie  of  Santa  Quiz  we  faluted 
it  with  eleven  guns,  and  were  anfwered  by  an 
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equal  number  •,  and  at  one  in  the  afternoon,  the 
I'quadron  came  to  an  anchor  in  five  fathom  and 
a  half,  the  Governor's  Ifland  bearing  N.N.  W, 
St.  Juan\  Caftle  N.  E.  i  E,  and  die  Uland  of  Sr, 
/huonio  South.  In  tliis  pofition  we  moored  at 
the  Ifland  of  St.  Catherine's  on  Sunday  the  21ft  of 
December^  the  whole  fquadron  being,  as  I  have 
ill  ready  mentioned,  (kkly,  and  in  great  want  of 
refrefhmcnts  :  Both  which  inconvenicncies  we 
hoped  to  have  foon  removed  at  this  fettlemcnt, 
celebrated  by  former  Navigators  for  its  healthi- 
nefs  and  its  provifions,  and  for  the  freedom,  in- 
dulgence, and  friendly  afTlilance  there  given  to 
the  Ihips  of  all  Kuropenn  Nation?;,  in  amity  with 
the  Crown  of  Portu^a! 
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CHAP.    V. 

Proceedings  at  St.  Catherine^  and  a  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  place,  with  a  Ihort  account  of 
Brazil, 

OU  R  firfl  care,  after  having  moored  our 
(hips,  was  to  fend  our  fick  men  on  /hore, 
each  fhip  being  ordered  by  the  Commodore  to 
eredt  two  tents  for  that  purpolc  :  One  of  them 
for  the  reception  of  the  difeafed,  and  the  other 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  furgeon  and  his 
afliflants.  We  fent  about  eighty  fick  from  the 
Ceniuriofiy  and  the  other  fhip.^  I  bcheve  fent 
nearly  as  many,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
their  hands.  As  foon  as  we  1  ad  performed  this 
neceflary  duty,  we  ^craped  our  decks,  and  gave 
our  fhip  a  thorougii  cleanfing  -,  then  fmoked  it 
between  decks,  and  after  all  walled  every  part 
well  with  vinegar.  Thefe  operations  v.^ere  ex- 
tremely neceffary  for  correcting  the  noifom  ftench 
on  board,  and  deftroying  the  vermin  j  for  from 
the  number  of  our  men,  and  the  heat  of  the  cli- 
mate, both  thefc  nuilanccs  had  incrciifed  upon 
ns  to  a  very  loathfome  .degree,  and  befides  being 
mod  intolerably  offenfive,  th"y  were  doubtlels 
in  fome  fort  produdtivc  of  the  ficknefs  we  had 
laboured  under  for  a  confiderable  time,  before 
our  arrival  at  this  Ifland. 

Our  next  employment  was  wooding  and  wa- 
tering our  fquadron,  caulking  our  fhips  fide-s 
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and  decks,  overhaling  our  rigging,  and  fecur- 
ing  our  malts  againft  the  tempcftuous  weather 
we  were,  in  all  probability,  to  meet  with  in  our 
paflTage  round  Cape  Horn^  in  fo  advanced  and  in- 
convenient a  feafon.  But  before  I  engage  in  the 
particulars  of  thefe  tranfadions,  it  will  not  be 
improper  to  give  fome  account  of  the  prefent 
ftate  of  this  Ifland  of  St.  Catheririd's,  and  of  the 
neighbouring  country  ;  both  as  the  circumftances 
o{'  this  place  arc  now  greatly  changed  from  wliat 
they  were  in  the  time  of  former  writers,  and  as 
thefe  changes  laid  us  under  many  more  difficul- 
ties and  perplexities  than  we  had  reafon  to  ex- 
pcd,  or  than  other  Britijh  fliips,  hcreaitcr  bound 
to  the  Soulh-i^cas^  may  perhaps  think  it  prudent 
to  druggie  with. 

This  Ifland  is  efteemed  by  the  natives  to  be 
no  where  above  two  leagues  in  brcatlth,  though 
about  nine  in  length  \  it  lies  in  49*^  :  45' of  Weft 
longitude  from  Londoriy  and  extends  from  the 
South  latitude  of  27°  :  35',  to  that  of  28^.  Al- 
though it  be  of  a  confiderable  height,  yet  it  is 
fcarcc  difcernible  at  the  diftance  of  ten  leagues, 
being  then  obfcured  under  the  continent  of 
Brazil,  whofe  mountains  are  exceeding  high; 
but  on  a  nearer  approach  it  is  eafy  to  be  diftin- 
guidied,  and  may  be  readily  known  by  a  num- 
ber of  fmall  Iflands  lying  at  each  end,  and  fcat- 
tcrecl  along  the  Eall  fide  of  it.  In  the  plate 
marked  (Plate  i.)  there  is  exhibited  a  very  exadl 
view  of  the  N.  E.  end  of  the  Ifland,  where  {a) 
is  its  N.  E.  point,  as  it  appears  whtn  it  bears 
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N.  W.  And  (i')  is  the  fmall  Ifland  of  Ahoredo^ 
bearing  N.  N.W,  at  the  diftance  of  7  leagues. 
The  bcft  entrance  to  the  harbour  is  between  the 
point  {a)  and  the  Ifland  of  Jhoredo^  where  fliips 
may  pafs  under  the  guidance  of  their  lead,  witli- 
out  the  ieaft  apprehenfions  of  danger.  The  view 
of  this  North  entrance  of  the  harbour  is  repre- 
fcnted  in  the  fecond  plate,  where  (a)  is  the 
N.  W.  end  of  St.  Catherine's  Ifland,  [^h)  Parrot 
IJlamU  {c)2ihdiX.\.(^\')' on  S>x..  Catherine's y  and  {d)  u 
battery  on  a  fmall  Ifland  near  the  continent. 
h'ezier  has  given  a  draught  ot  this  Ifland  of 
St.  Catherine's^  and  of  the  neiglibouring  coafl:, 
and  the  minuter  iflcs  adjacent ;  but  he  has  by 
iiiifl:akc  called  the  Iflantl  of  Jlir^rdo  the  Ifle  dc 
GaU  whereas  the  true  Ifle  dc  Gal  lies  fcven  or 
eij-dit  miles  to  the  North-welhvard  ot  it,  and  is 
jnucli  fmallcr.  He  has  alfo  called  an  Iflaml,  to 
the  fbuthv.Mrd  of  St.  Catherine  s^  Jlvoredo^  am' 
h;Ls  omitted  the  iilrnd  MahiGiira  ;  in  other  rc- 
fpcdls  his  plan  is  fuificiently  exacl. 

The  North  cntranee  of  the  liarbovir  is  in 
breadth  about  five  miles,  and  the  diltance  from 
thence  to  the  liland  of  St.  Antonio  is  eight  miles, 
;x\\*\  the  courfe  trom  the  entrance  to  St.  Antonio 
IS  S.  S.  \V.  I  W.  About  the  middle  of  the  Ifland 
the  harbour  is  coniraded  by  two  points  of  land 
to  a  narrow  channel,  no  more  than  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  broad  ;  and  to  defend  this  paflage,  a  bat- 
tery was  erecting  on  the  point  of  land  on  th<: 
Ifland  fide.  But  this  feems  to  be  a  very  ufelefs 
work,  as  the  channel  has  no  more  than  two  fa- 
t  2.  thorn 
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horn  water,  and  coniequentiy  is  navigable  o: 
for  barks  and  boats,  and  tiierefore  fccms  to  be  a 
j)afnige  that  an  enemy  could  have  no  induce- 
ment to  attempt,  efpccially  as  the  common  paf- 
lage  at  the  North  end  of  the  Ifland  is  fo  broad 
and  fafc,  that  •'  '  fquadron  can  be  prevented 
trom  coming  in  by  any  of  their  fortifications, 
when  the  fea-brccze  is  made.  However,  th« 
Brigadier  Don  ^Jofe  Syha  de  Paz,  the  Governor 
oithis  fettle  nent,  is  efteemed  an  expert  Engi- 
neer, anil  he  doubtlefs  underftands  one  branch 
of  his  bufinefs  very  well,  which  is  the  advan- 
tages which  new  works  bring  to  thofe  who  arc 
cntrufted  with  the  care  of  ercdting  them  :  For 
befides  the  battery  mentioned  above,  there  arc 
three  other  forts  carrying  on  for  the  defenc!  of 
rlie  harbour,  iK)ne  of  which  arc  yet  compleated. 

The  Hrft  of  thefe,  called  St.  Jttafi,  is  built  on  a 
point  of  St.  Catherine's  near  Parrot  IJland ;  the 
iecorid,  in  form  of  a  half  moon,  is  on  the  Illand 
of  St.  Antonio  j  and  the  tiiird,  which  feems  to  b° 
the  chief,  and  has  fome  appearance  of  a  regular 
fortification,  is  on  an  Ifland  near  the  continent, 
where  the  Governor  refides. 

The  foil  of  the  Ifland  is  truly  luxuriant,  \v:o- 
iHk  ing  fruits  of  moft  kinds  fpon.;aneoufly ;  and  the 
ground  is  covered  over  with  one  continued  foreft 
ot  trees  of  a  perpetual  verdure,  which  from  the 
exuberance  ol  the  foil,  are  fo  entangled  with 
l)riars,  thorns,  and  underwood,  as  to  form  a 
tiiickct  abfolutcly  impenetrable,  except  by  fome 
nariow  pathv-ays   which  the    inhabitants  liave 
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made  for  their  own  convenience.  Thefe,  with 
a  few  fpots  cleared  for  plantations  along  the 
fliore  facing  the  continent,  are  the  only  unco- 
vered parts  of  the  Ifland.  The  woods  rrre  ex- 
tremely fragrant,  from  the  many  aromatick 
trees  and  (hnibs  with  which  they  abound  ;  and 
the  fruits  and  vegetables  of  all  Climates  thrive 
here,  almoft  without  culture,  and  are  to  be  pro- 
cured in  great  plenty  ;  fo  that  here  is  no  want 
of  pine-apples,  peaches,  grapes,  oranges,  le- 
mons, citrons,  melons,  apricots,  nor  plantains. 
There  are  befides  great  abundance  of  two  other 
produ<5tions  of  no  fmall  confideration  for  a  fea- 
ftore,  1  mean- onions  and  potatoes.  The  provi- 
fions  of  other  kinds  are  however  inferior  to  their 
vegetables  :  There  are  fmall  wild  cattle  to  be 
purchafed,  fomewhat  like  buffaloes,  but  thefe 
are  very  indifferent  food,  their  flefh  being  of  a 
loofe  contexture,  and  generally  of  a  difagrecable 
flavour,  which  is  probably  owing  to  the  wild 
calabalh  on  which  they  feed.  Tliere  are  like- 
wife  great  plenty  of  pheafants,  but  they  are 
much  inferior  in  tafte  to  thofe  we  have  in  £;/^- 
iafid.  The  other  provifions  of  the  place  are 
monkeys,  parrots,  and  fifh  of  various  forts, 
which  abound  in  the  harbour,  and  are  all  ex- 
ceeding good,  and  are  eafily  catched^  for  there 
are  a  great  number  of  fmall  fandy  bays  very  con- 
venient for  haling  the  Seyne. 

The  water  both  on  the  Ifland  and  the  oppo- 
fite  continent  is  excellent,  and  preferves  at  fca 
»s  well  as  thiit  of  the  1'hafnes.     For  after  it  has 
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been  in  the  ca(k  a  day  or  two  it  begins  to  purge 
itfclf,  and  ftinks  moft  intolerably,  and  is  foon 
covered  over  with  a  green  fcum  :  But  this,  in 
a  few  days,  fubfides  to  the  bottom,  and  leaves 
the  water  as  clear  as  chiyftaljand  perfedly  fweet. 
The  French  (who,  during  their  South-Sea  trade 
in  Queen  Anne's  reign  firft  brought  this  place 
into  repute)  ufually  wooded  and  watered  in  Bon 
Port,  on  the  continent  fide,  where  they  likewifc 
anchored  with  great  fafety  in  fix  fathom  water  ; 
and  this  is  doubtlefs  the  moft  commodious  road 
for  fuch  Ihips  as  intend  to  make  only  a  Ihorc 
ftay.  But  we  watered  on  the  St.  Catherine's  fide, 
at  a  plantation  oppofite  to  the  Ifland  of  St.  An- 
tonio. 

Thefc  are  the  advantages  of  this  Ifland  of 
St.  Catherine's  j  but  there  are  many  inconveni- 
encies  attending  it,  partly  from  its  climate,  but 
more  from  its  new  regulations,  and  the  late  form 
of  government  eftabliflied  there.  With  regard 
to  the  climate,  it  muft  be  remembred,  that  the 
woods  and  hills  which  furround  the  harbour, 
prevent  a  free  circulation  of  the  air.  And  the 
vigorous  vegetation  which  conftantly  takes  place 
there,  furnilhes  fuch  a  prodigious  quantity  of 
vapour,  that  all  the  night  and  a  great  part  of  the 
morning  a  thick  fog  covers  the  whole  country, 
and  continues  till  either  the  fun  gathers  ftrcngth 
to  difllpatc  it,  or  it  is  difperfed  by  a  briflv  fea- 
breezc.  This  renders  the  place  clofe  and  hu- 
mid, and  probably  occafioncd  the  many  fevers 
and   fluxes  we  were   there  afiiidled  with.      To 
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thclc  exceptions  1  mult  not  omit  to  add,  thaC 
all  the  day  we  were  peftered  with  great  numbers 
of  mulcatos,  which  are  not  much  unlike  the 
gnats  in  England,  but  more  vcnemous  in  their 
itijigs.  And  at  fun-fet,  when  the  mulcatos  re- 
tired, tlicy  were  iliccceded  by  an  inHnity  ot  r.ind- 
flies,  which,  though  fcarce  difcemiblc  to  tiic  naked 
eye,  make  a  mighty  buzzing,  and  wlierever  they 
bite  raife  a  rmall  bump  in  the  lleili,  which  is  foon 
attended  with  a  painful  itching,  hke  that  arifin^ 
from  the  bite  of  an  Englijh  harvell  bug. 

But  as  the  only  light  in  which  this  place  dc- 
ferves  our  confideration,  is  its  favourable  litua- 
tion  for  fupplying  and  refrelhing  our  cruifers  in- 
tended for  the  Saul h -Seas :  In  this  view  its  greatcil 
inconveniencies  remain  ftill  to  be  related ;  antl 
to  do  this  more  dillin(5lly,  it  will  not  be  amifs 
to  confider  the  changes  which  it  lias  lately  un- 
dergone, both  in  its  inliabitants,  its  police,  and 


Its 


governor. 


In  the  time  of  Frezier  and  Shehocke,  this  place 
fcrvcd  only  as  a  retreat  to  vagabonds  and  outlaws, 
who  fled  thither  from  all  parts  of  Brazil.  They 
did  indeed  acknowledge  a  fubjeftion  to  the  Crown 
of  Pci'tugal,  and  had  a  pcrlbn  among  them  whom 
they  called  their  Captain,  who  Wiis  confidcred 
in  fome  fort  as  their  Governor:  But  both  their  alle- 
giance to  their  King,  and  their  obedience  to  their 
Captain,  fcemed  to  be  little  more  than  verbah 
For  as  they  had  plenty  of  provifions  but  no  money, 
they  were  in  a  condition  to  fupport  themfelves 
without  the  afliftalice  of  any  neighbouring  fettle- 
ments,  and  had  not  amongfl:  them  the  means  of 
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ing   any  adjacent  Governor  to  bufy  his  au- 
thority about  them.     In  this  fituation  they  were 
extremely  hofpitable  and  friendly  to  fuch  foreign 
fhips  as  came  amongft  them.     For  thefc  fliipa 
wanted  only  provifions,   of  wluch  the  natives 
had  great  ftorc-,  and  the  natives  wanting  clothes, 
(for  they  often  dcfpifed  money,  and  rcfufcd  to 
take   it)  which  the  Ihips  furnilhcd  them  vvich 
in  exchang*^  for  their  piovifions,  both  ildes  found 
their  account  in  this  trafBc ;  and  tlich*  Captain 
or  Governor  had  neither  power  nor  intcrcfl:  to^-e- 
ftrain  it  or  to  tax  it.   But  of  late  (for  reafons  which 
Ihall  be  hereafter  mentioned)  thefe  honed  vaga- 
bonds have  been  obliged  to  receive  amongfl  them 
a  new  colony,  and  to  fubniit  to  new  laws  and  go- 
v^ernment.    Inftead  of  their  former  r.^ggcd  bare 
legged  Captain  (whom  however  they  took  care  to 
keep  innocent)  they  have  now  the  honour  j:o  be 
governed  by  Don  ^ofe  Syha  tie  Paz^  a  Brigadier 
of  the  dxi\\\c?>  oi  Portugal.     This  Gentleman  has 
with  him  a  garrilbn  of  foldiers,  and  has  confe- 
quently  a  more  cxtenfive  and  a  better  fiipported 
power  than  any  of  his  pre.iecefibrs,  and  as  he 
vvears  better  clothes,  and  lives  more  fplendijly, 
and  has  befides  a  much  better  knowledge  of  the 
importance  of  money  tlun  they  could  ever  pre- 
tend to  :  So  he  puts  i:i  practice  certain  methods 
of  procuring  it,  with  which  they  v/ere  utterly 
unacquainted.     But  it  may  bv^  much  doubted, 
if  the   inhabitants    confidcr    thcfe    methods    as 
rending  to  promote  either  their  interel1:s,  or  that 
of  their  Sovereign  tiie  King  of  pGriugaL     This 
li.  certain,  that  his  beha\'Iour  cannot  but  be  ex- 
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of  his  pradiccs  was  placing  centincls  at  all  the 
avenues,  to  prevent  the  people  from  felling  us 
any  rcfrcfhmcnts,  except  at  fuch  exorbitant  rates 
as  we  coLiki  not  afford  to  give.     His  pretence 
for  this  extraordinary  ftretch  of  power  was,  that 
he  was  obliged  to  preferve  their  provifions  for 
upwards  of  an  hundred  families,  which  they  daily 
expeded  to  reinforce  their  colony.     Hence  he 
appears  to  be  no  novice  in  his  profeflion,  by  his 
readinefs  at  inventing  a  plaufible  pretence  for  his 
interefted  management.    However,  this,  though 
fufficiently  provoking,  was  far  from  being  the 
moft  exceptionable  part  of  his  condud:.     For  by 
the  neigbourhood  of  the  river  Plate,  a  confide- 
rable  fmuggling  traffic  is  carried  on  between  the 
Portuguefe  and  the  SpaniardSy  efpecially  in  the 
exchanging  gold  for  filver,  by  which  both  Princes 
are  defrauded  of  their  fifths,  and  in  this  prohi- 
bited commerce  Don  Jofe  was  fo  deeply  engaged, 
that  in  order  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  his  Spani/h 
correfpondents  (for  no  other  reafon  can  be  given 
for  his  procedure)  he  treacheroufly  difpatched 
an  cxprefs  to  Buenos  Jyres  in  the  river  of  Plate, 
where  Pizarro  then  lay,  with  an  account  of  our 
arrival,  and  of  the  ftrength  of  our  fquadron ; 
particularly  the  number  of  (hips,  guns  and  men, 
and  every  circumftance  which  he  could  fuppofc 
our  enemy  defirous  of  being  acquainted  with. 
And  the  fame  perfidy  every  Britijh  cruizer  may 
cxpe6l,  who  touches  at  St.  Caihcrwc'Sy  while  it  is 
under  the  Government  of  Von  Jofe  Sxliui  de  Pnz. 
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Thus  much,  with  what  we  Ihall  be  nccelTita- 
ted  to  relate  in  the  courfe  of  our  own  proceedings 
may  fuffice  as  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  St.  Catherine* s^ 
and  the  charafter  of  its  Governor.  But  as  the 
reader  may  be  dcfirous  of  knowing  to  what  caufes 
the  late  new  modelling  of  this  fettlement  is  ow- 
ing i  to  fatisfy  him  in  this  particular,  it  will  be 
neccfiary  to  give  a  fliort  account  of  the  adjacent 
continent  of  Brazil^  and  of  the  wonderful  dif- 
coveries  which  have  been  made  th«re  within  this 
laft  forty  years,  which,  from  a  country  of  but  mean 
eltimation,  hds  renuered  it  now  perhaps  the  moil 
confiderable  colony  on  the  face  of  the  globe. 

This  country  was  firft  dilcovered  by  Amcrkus 
Vefputio  a  Floreniine,  who  had  the  good  fortune  to 
be  honoured  with  giving  his  name  to  the  immenfc 
continent,  fome  time  before  found  out  by  Colum- 
bus :  He  being  in  the  fcrvice  of  the  Portttguefe^ 
it  was  fettled  and  planted  by  that  Nation,  and 
with  the  other  dominions  of  Portugal,   devolved 
to  the  Crown  of  Spairiy  when  that  Kingdom  be- 
came fubjedt  to  it.  During  the  long  war  between 
Spain  and  the  State  of  Holland,  the  Dutch  pofieffccl 
themfelves  of  the  northermoft  part  of  Brazil,  and 
were  mufters  of  it  for  fome  years.     But  when  the 
Poriuguefc  revolted  from  the  Spamfij  Government, 
this  country  took  part  in  the  revolt,  aiul  foon 
repoffeffeJ  themfelves  of  the  places  the  Dtiicb 
had  taken ;  fince  which  time  it  has  continued 
v/ithout  interruption  under  the  Crown  of  Por- 
tugal, being,  till  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  cen- 
tury, only  produdivcof  fugar,  and  tobacco,  and  a 
few  other  commodities  of  very  little  accouat, 

F  i  But 


'rt^iD 


1:1!' 


IMAGE  EVALUATION 
TEST  TARGET  (MT-3) 


^' 


^^ 


^ 


Ze 
-% 


IX) 

y= 

1.25 


HiKl    125 

|5o   ■^"     IIRbk 


U    1111.6 


">>^ 
> 


PhotDgraphic 

Sciences 
Corporation 


23  WEST  MAIN  STREET 

WEBSTER,  N.Y.  14580 

(716)  872-4503 


%L0 


6^ 


i    Hill 


i 


(68) 

But  tills  country,  which  for  many  years  was 
only  confidcred  for  the  produce  of  its  plantations, 
has  been  lately  difcovered  to  abound  with  the  two 
minerals,  which  mankind  hold  in  the  greateft 
efteem,  and  which  they  exert  their  utmoft  art 
and  induftry  in  acquiring,  I  mean,  gold  and 
diamonds.  Gold  was  firft  found  in  the  moun- 
tains, vvhicli  lie  adjacent  to  the  city  of  Rio  Ja- 
neiro. The  occafion  of  its  difcovery  is  varioufly 
related,  but  the  moft:  common  account  is,  that 
the  Indians,  lying  on  the  back  of  the  Portuguefc 
fettlements,  were  obferved  by  the  foldiers  em- 
ployed in  an  expedition  againft  them  to  make 
ufc  of  this  metal  for  their  fifh  hooks ;  and  their 
.manner  of  procuring  it  being  enquired  into,  it: 
appeared  that  great  quantities  of  it  were  annually 
waflied  from  the  hills,  and  left  amongft  the  fand 
and  gravel,  which  remained  in  the  vallies  after  the 
running  off,  or  evaporation  of  the  water.  It  is  now 
little  more  than  forty  years  fince  any  quantities 
of  gold  worth  notice  have  been  imported  to  En- 
rope  from  Brazil ;  but  fince  that  time  the  annual 
imports  from  thence  have  been  continually  aug- 
mented by  the  difcovery  of  places  in  other  pro- 
vinces, where  it  is  to  be  met  with  as  plentifully 
as  at  firft  about  Rio  Janeiro.  And  it  is  nowfaid,  that 
there  is  a  fmall  flender  vein  of  it  fpread  through 
all  the  countiy,  at  about  twenty-four  feet  from 
the  furface,  but  that  this  vein  is  too  thin  and 
poor  to  anfwer  the  expence  of  digging;  how- 
ever where  the  rivers  or  rains  have  had  any  courfe 
for  a  confiderable  time,  there  gold  is  always  to 
be  colledcd,  the  water  having  feparated  the  me- 
tal 
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tal  from  the  earth,  and  depofited  it  in  the  fands, 


that 


thereby  faving  the  expences  of  digging  :  So 
it  is  efteemed  an  infalHble  gain  to  be  able  to  di- 
vert a  ftream  from  its  channel,  and  to  ranfack 
its  bed.  From  this  account  of  gathering  this 
metal,  it  Ihould  follow,  that  there  are  properly  no 
gold  mines  in  Brazil ;  and  this  the  Governor  of 
Rio  Grande  (vfKo  being  at  St.  Catherine's,  frequeni  ly 
vifited  Mr.  y^lnfon)  did  moft  confidently  affirm, 
alluring  us,  that  the  gold  was  all  collected  either 
from  rivers,  or  from  the  beds  of  torrents  after 
floods.  It  is  indeed  aflerted,  that  in  the  moun- 
tains, large  rocks  are  found  abounding  with  this 
metal  •,  and  I  myfelf  have  feen  the  fragment  of 
one  of  thefe  rocks  with  a  confiderable  lump  cf 
gold  intangled  in  it ;  but  "even  in  this  cafe,  the 
workmen  break  off  the  rocks,  and  dc  not  pro- 
perly mine  into  them  ;  and  the  great  v^xpence  in 
fubfifting  among  thefe  mountains,  and  afterwards 
in  feparating  the  metal  from  the  Hone,  makes 
this  metliod  of  procuring  gold  to  be  but  rarely 
put  in  pradlice. 

The  examining  the  bottoms  of  rivers,  and  tlic 
gullies  of  torrents,  and  the  walliing  the  gold  found 
therein  from  the  fand  and  dirt,  with  which  it  is 
always  mixed,  are  works  performed  by  Qaves, 
who  are  principally  Negroes,  kept  in  great  num- 
bers by  the  Portugiiefe  for  thefe  purpclc.i.  The  re- 
gulation of  the  duty  of  tlicfe  Haves  is  fingular  : 
l"or  they  are  each  of  them  obliged  to  iurnidi 
their  mafter  with  the  eighth  part  of  an  ounce  ot' 
gold  per  diem  \  and  if  they  arc  either  fo  fortunate 
or  induftrious  as  to  coWttl  a  greater  quantity,  the 
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furplns  is  confidered  as  their  own  property,  and 
they  h.ive  the  liberty  of  difpofmg  of  it  as  they 
think  fit.  So  that  it  is  faid  feme  Negroes  who 
have  accidentally  fallen  ypon  rich  walhing  places 
have  themfelves  purchafed  flaves,  and  have  lived 
afterwards  in  great  fplendor,  their  original  mafter 
h  iving  no  other  demand  on  them  than  the  daily 
fiipply  of  the  forementioned  eighth  •,  which  as 
the  Portuguefe  ounce  is  fomewhat  lighter  than  our 
troy  ounce,  may  amount  to  about  nine  lliiliings 
(Icrling. 

The  quantity  of  gold  thus  coUefted  in  the 
Brazils^  and  returned  annually  to  Lijbon^  may 
bf  in  fome  degree  eftimated  from  the  amount 
of  the  King's  fifth.  This  hath  of  late  been  efteemed 
one  year  with  another  to  be  one  hundred  and  fifty 
arroves  of  32/.  Portuguefe  wtx^t,  each  of  which, 
at  4/.  the  troy  ounce,  makes  very  near  300,000/, 
fterling  andconfequcntly  the  capital,  of  which  this 
is  the  fifth,  is  about  a  million  and  a  half  fterling. 
And  the  annual  return  of  gold  to  Lijhon  cannot  be 
Icfs  than  this,  though  it  be  difficult  to  determine 
how  much  it  exceeds  it  j  perhaps  we  may  not  be 
vnymuch  miftaken  in  our  conjcdture,  if  we  fup- 
pofe  the  gold  exchnnged  for  filver  with  the  Spani- 
ariis  :it  Buc:ios  Ares,  and  what  is  brought  privily  to 
Euycpe^  and  efcapes  the  duty,  amounts  to  near 
half  a  million  more,  ^\hich  will  make  the  whole 
annual  produce  of  the  Brnfdian  gold  near  two 
millions  fterling  •,  a  prodigious  funi  to  be  found 
in  a  country,  which  a  few  years  fince  was  net 
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I  have  already  mentioned,  that  befides  gold, 
this  country  does  likcwife  produce  diamonds. 
The  difcovery  of  thefe  valuable  Hones  is  much 
more  recent  than  that  of  gold,  it  being  as  yet 
fcarce  twenty  years  fmce  the  firft  were  brought 
to  Europe.  They  are  found  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  gold,  in  the  gullies  of  torrents  and  beds 
of  rivers,  but  only  in  particular  places,  and  not 
fo  univerfally  fpread  through  the  country.  They 
were  often  found  in  walhing  the  gold  before  they 
were  known  to  be  diamonds,  and  %ere  confe- 
quently  thrown  away  with  the  fand  and  gravel 
feparated  from  it.  And  it  is  very  well  remem- 
bered, that  numbers  of  very  large  ftones,  which 
would  have  made  the  fortunes  of  the  poflefTors, 
have  pafled  unregarded  through  the  hands  of 
thofe,  who  now  with  impatience  fupport  the 
mortifying  refledlion.  However,  about  twenty 
years  fmce,  a  perfon  acquainted  with  the  appear- 
ance of  rough  diamonds,  conceived  that  thefe 
pebbles,  as  they  were  then  efteemed,  were  of 
the  fame  kind  :  But  it  is  faid,  that  there  was  a 
confiderable  interval  between  the  firft  ftarting  of 
this  opinion,  and  the  confirmation  of  it  by  pro- 
per trials  and  examination,  it  proving  difficult  to 
pcrfuade  the  inhabitants,  that  what  they  had 
been  long  accuftomed  to  defpife,  could  be  of 
the  importance  reprefented  by  the  difcovery  ; 
and  I  have  been  informed,  that  in  this  interval, 
a  Governor  of  one  of  their  places  procured  a 
good  number  of  thefe  ftones,  which  he  pretend- 
ed to  make  ufe  of  at  cards  to  mark  with,  in- 
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ftead  of  counters.  But  to  proceed  ;  It  wa«i  at 
Jafl  confirmed  by  fkilful  Jewellers  in  Europe, 
confulted  on  this  occafion,  that  the  ilones  thus 
found  in  Brazil  were  truly  diamonds,  many  of 
which  were  not  infcriour  either  in  lutlre,  or  any 
other  quality  to  thofe  of  the  Eaji- Indies.  On 
this  determination  the  Portttguefe^  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  thofe  places  where  they  had  firft 
been  obfcrved,  fct  themfelves  to  fcarch  for  them 
"witli  great  alTiduity.  And  they  were  not  with- 
out gr^at  hopes  of  difcovering  confidcrable  maffes 
of  them,  as  they  found  large  rocks  of  chryftal  in 
many  of  the  mountains,  frvmi  whence  the  flreams 
came  which  wafhed  down  the  diamonds. 

But  it  was  foon  reprefentcd  to  the  King  of 
Pcrtugal,  that  if  fuch  plenty  of  diamonds  fliould 
be  met  with  as  their  fanguine  conjeftures  feemed 
to  indicate,  this  would  fo  ocbafe  their  value,  and 
diminifli  their  eftimation,  that  bcfides  ruining 
all  the  Europeans^  who  had  any  quantity  of  In- 
dian diamonds  in  their  pofle^ion,  it  would 
render  the  difcovery  itfelf  of  no  importance, 
and  would  prevent  his  Majefty  from  receiving 
any  advantages  from  it.  And  on  thefe  confidera-- 
ticns  his  Majefty  has  thought  proper  to  refirain 
tiie  general  k-arch  of  diamonds,  and  ha.'i  ereded 
a  Diamond  Company  for  that  purpofe,  vith  an 
cxchifivc  darter.  This  Company,  in  confidera- 
tion  of  a  i'r.m  paid  by  them  to  the  King,  hav;: 
the  property  ol  all  diamonds  found  in  Brazil  ; 
But  to  hinder  their  coUefting  too  large  quanti- 
ties, and  thereby  debafmg  their  Vajue,  they  are 
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proK'bited  from  employing  above  eight  hundred 
flaves  in  learching  after  them.  And  to  prevent 
any  of  his  other  fubjeds  from  afting  the  fame 
part,  and  likewife  to  fecure  the  Company  from 
being  defrauded  by  the  interfering  of  interlopers 
in  their  trade,  he  has  depopulated  a  large  town, 
and  a  confiderable  diftri(5t  round  it,  and  has 
obliged  the  inhabitants,  who  are  faid  to  amount 
to  fix  thoufand,  to  remove  to  another  part  of 
the  country  ;  for  this  town  being  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  diamonds,  it  was  thought  im- 
poflibie  to  prevent  fuch  a  number  of  people, 
who  were  on  the  fpot,  from  frequently  fmug- 

In  confequence  of  thefe  important  difcoveries 
in  Brazil^  new  laws,  new  governments,  and 
new  regulations  have  been  eftablifhed  in  many 
parts  of  the  country.  For  not.  long  fince,  a 
confiderable  traft,  pofTefled  by  a  fet  of  inhabi- 
tants, who  from  their  principal  fettlement  were 
called  Paulijis^  was  al-moft  independent  of  the 
Crown  of  Portugal^  to  which  they  fcarcely  ac- 
knowledged more  than  a  nominal  allegiance. 
Thefe  are  faid  to  be  defcendants  of  thofe  Portu- 
guefe,  who  retired  from  the  northern  part  of 
Brazil,  when  it  was  invaded  and  poirelfcd  by 
the  DuUh.  And  being  for  a  long  time  neglect- 
ed and  obliged  to  provide  for  their  own  fecurity 
and  defence,  the  neceflity  of  their  affairs  pro- 
duced a  kind  of  government  amongft  them, 
which  they  found  fufficient  for  the  confined  man- 
X\Qi'  of  life  to  which  they  were  iniuvd.      ^:id 
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therefore  rtjefting  and  defpifmg  the  authority 
and  mandate  of  the  Court  of  Lijhon,  they  were 
often  engaged  in  a  ftate  of  downright  rebellion  : 
And  the  mountains  furrounding  their  country, 
and  the  difficulty  of  clearing  the  few  paflages 
that  open  into  it,  generally  put  it  in  thtir 
power  to  make  their  own  terms  before  they 
fubmitted.  But  as  gold  was  found  to  abound 
in  this  country  of  the  Paulifis,  the  prefent  King 
of  Portugal  (during  whofe  reign  almoft  the 
whole  diicoveries  I  have  mentioned  were  begun 
and  compleated)  thought  it  incumbent  on  him 
tp  reduce  tliis  province,  which  now  became  of 
great  confequence,  to  the  fame  dependency  and 
obedience  with  the  reft  of  the  country,  which, 
I  am  told,  he  has  at  laft,  though  with  great  dif- 
ficulty, happily  effeded.  And  the  fame  mO' 
tives  which  induced  his  Majefty  to  undertake 
the  reduftion  of  the  Pauiifls,  has  alfo  occafioned 
the  changes  I  have  mentioned,  to  have  taken 
place  at  the  Ifland  of  St.  Catherine's.  For  the 
Governor  oi  Rio  Grandey  of  whom  I  have  already 
Ipoken,  aflured  us,  that  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  this  Ifland  there  were  confiderable  rivers 
which  were  found  to  be  extremely  rich,  and  that 
this  was  the  reafon  that  a  garrifon,  a  military 
Governor,  and  a  new  colony  was  fettled  there. 
And  as  the  harbour  at  this  Ifland  is  by  much  the 
fecureft  and  the  moft  capacious  of  any  on  the 
coaft,  it  is  not  improbable,  if  the  riches  of  the 
neighbourhood  anfwer  their  expeftation,  but  it 
may  become  in  time  the  principal  fettlement  in 
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^azil,  and  the  moft  confiderable  port  In  all 
South  America. 

Thus  much  I  have  thought  neceffary  to  infert,. 
in  relation  to  the  prefent  (late  ot  Brazil^  and  of 
the  Ifland  of  St.  Catherine's.  For  as  this  laft 
place  has  been  generally  recommended  as  the 
moft  eligible  port  for  our  cruifers  to  refrefh  at, 
which  are  bound  to  the  South-Seas,  I  believed  it 
to  be  my  duty  to  inftru6t  my  countrymen,  in 
the  hitherto  iinfufpedted  inconvenicncies  which 
attend  that  place.  And  as  the  Brafilian  gold  and 
diamonds  are  fubjefts,  about  which,  from  theii* 
novelty,  very  few  particulars  have  been  hitherto 
publifhed,  I  conceived  this  account  I  had  col- 
le<5led  of  them,  would  appear  to  the  reader  to 
be  neither  a  trifling  nor  a  ufelefs  digreflion. 
Thefe  fubjefts  being  thus  difpatched,  I  (hall  now 
return  to  the  feries  of  our  own  proceedings. 

When  we  firft  arrived  at  St.  Catherine's^  we 
were  employed  in  refrefhing  our  fick  on  fhore, 
in  wooding  and  watering  the  fquadron,  cleanf- 
ing  our  Ihips,  and  examining  and  fecuring  our 
mafts  and  rigging,  as  I  have  already  obferved  irt 
the  foregoing  chapter.  At  the  fame  time 
Mr.  Anfon  gave  diredtions,  that  the  fhips  com- 
panies fhould  be  fupplied  with  frefii  meat,  and 
that  they  ihould  be  vi(fhialled  with  whole  allow- 
ance of  all  the  kinds  of  provifion.  In  confe- 
quence  of  thefe  orders,  we  had  frefh  beef  fent  on 
board  us  continually  for  our  daily  expence,  and 
what  was  wanting  to  make  up  our  allowance  we 
received  from  our  Vidualier  the  Anna  Pink,  in 
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order  to  preferve  the  provifions  on  board  our 
fquadron  entire  for  our  future  fervice.  The  fca- 
fon  of  the  year  growing  each  day  lefs  favourable 
for  our  palTage  round  Cape  Horfi,  Mr.  Jnfifi 
was  very  dcfirous  of  leaving  this  place  afibon  as 
poITible  i  and  wc  were  at  firit  in  hopes  that  our 
whole  bufinefs  would  be  done,  and  we  fliould  be 
in  a  readincfs  to  fail  in  about  a  fortnight  from 
our  arrival ;  But,  on  examining  tiie  -Vryal's  mads, 
we,  to  our  no  fmall  vexation,  found  inevitable 
employment  for  twice  that  time.  For,  on  a 
furvey,  it  was  found  that  the  main-mail  was 
fprung  at  the  upper  woulding,  though  it  was 
thought  capable  of  being  fecuretl  by  a  couple  of 
fifhes  ;  but  the  fore-mait  was  reported  to  be  un- 
fit for  fervice,  and  thereupon  the  Carpenters 
were  fent  into  the  woods,  to  endeavour  to  find  a 
ftick  proper  for  a  fore-maft.  But  after  a  fearcli 
of  four  days,  they  returned  without  having  been 
able  to  meet  with  any  tree  fit  for  the  purpofe. 
This  obliged  them  to  come  to  a  fecond  conful- 
tation  about  the  old  fore-maft,  when  it  was 
agreed  to  endeavour  to  fecure  it  by  cafing  it  with 
three  filhes :  And  in  this  worli  the  Carpenters 
were  employed,  till  within  a  day  or  two  of  our 
failing.  In  the  mean  time,  the  Commodore 
thinking  it  neceiTaiy  to  have  a  clean  vcfiel  on  our 
arrival  in  the  South-Seas^  ordered  the  'Tty^l  to 
be  hove  down,  as  this  would  not  occafion  any 
lofs  of  time,  but  might  be  compleatcd  while  the 
Carpenters  were  refitting  her  mafts,  which  was 
^oneonlhore, 
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On  the  2  7  th  of  December  we  difcovcrcd  a  fail 
in  the  offing,  and  not  knowing  but  fhe  might 
be   a   Spanir.rd^    the    eighteen   oared-boat    was 
manned  and  armed,  and  fent;  under  the  com- 
mand of  our   fccond   Lieutenant,    to  examine 
Ikt,  before  (he  arrived  v/ithin.the  protcftion  of  the 
forts.     She  proved  to  be  a  Pcrtugttefe  Brigantine 
from  Rio  Grayide.     And  tliough  our  Officer,  as 
it  appeared  on  inquiry,  had  behaved  witH  the 
utmolb  civihty  to  the  Maflcr,  and  had  refufed  to 
accept  a  calf,    v/hich   the  Mafter  would  have 
forced  on  him  as  a  prefent :  Yet  the  Governor 
took  great  ofl'encc  at  our  fending  our  boat ;  and 
talked  of  it  in  a  liigh  llrain,  as  a  violation  of  the 
peace  fubfilling  between  tliq  Crowns  of  Great' 
Br'ilai7i  and  Portugal.     We  at  firft  imputed  this 
ridiculous  blullering  to  no  deeper  a  caufe,  than 
Don  Jofe*s>  infolence ;    but  as  we  found  h»  pro- 
ceeded fo  far  as  to  charge  our  Officer  with  be- 
having rudely,  and  opening  letters,  and  parti- 
cularly with  an  attempt  to  take  out  of  the  veflel, 
by  violence,  the  very  calf  which  we  knew  he 
had  refufed  to  receive  as  a  prefent,  (a  circum- 
ftance  which  we  were  fatisfied  the  Governor  was 
well  acquainted  with)  we  had  hence  reafon  to 
fufpefl,  that  he  purpofely  fought  this  quarrel, 
and  had  more  important  motives  for  engaging 
in  it,  than  the  mere  captious  biafs  of  his  temper. 
What  thefe  motives  were,   it  was  not  fo  cafy  for 
us  to  determine  at  that  time  •,  but  as  we  after- 
wards found  by  letters,  which  fell  into  our  hands 
in  the  South-Seas^  that  he  had  difpatched  an  ex- 
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prcfj  to  Buenos  Ayres^  where  Pizarro  then  lay, 

wkh  an  account  of  our  fquadron's  arrival  at 
St.  Catherine's,  together  with  the  moft  ample 
and  circumftahtial  intelligence  of  our  force  and 
condition,  we  thence  conjcdured  that  Don  Jofi 
had  raifedthis  groundlefs  clamour,  only  to  prevent 
our  vifiting  the  Brigantine  when  (he  fhould  put  to 
fea  again,  leaft  we  might  there  find  proofs  of  his 
perfidious  behaviour,  and  perhaps  at  the  fume 
time  difcover  the  fecret  of  his  fmuggling  corrof- 
pondence  with  his  neighbouring  Governors,  and 
the  Spaniards  at  Buenos  Ayres.     But  to  proceed, 

It  was  near  a  month  before  the  Tryal  was  re- 
fitted ;  for  not  only  her  lower  mails  were  defec- 
tive, as  hath  been  already  mentioned,  but  lier 
main  top-maft  and  fore-yard  were  likewife  de- 
cayed and  rotten.  While  this  work  was  carry- 
ing on,  the  other  Ihlps  of  the  fquadron  fixed 
new  ftanding  rigging,  and  fet  up  a  fufficient 
number  of  preventer  fhrouds  to  each  maft,  to 
fecure  them  in  the  moft  effetflual  manner.  And 
in  order  to  render  the  Ihips  ftifFer,  and  to  enable 
them  to  carry  more  fail  abroad,  and  to  prevent 
their  labouring  in  hard  gales  of  wind,  each  Cap- 
tain had  orders  given  him  to  ftrike  down  fome 
ot  their  great  guns  into  the  hold.  The^e  precau- 
tions being  complied  with,  and  each  (hip  having 
taken  in  as  much  wood  and  water  as  there  was 
room  for,  the  Tryal  was  at  laft  compleatcd,  and 
the  whole  fquadron  was  ready  for  the  fea  :  Oi> 
which  the  tents  on  (bore  were  ftruck,  and  all 
the  fick  were  received  on  board.     And  here  we 
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had  a  melancholy  proof  how  much  the  healthi- 
nefs  of  this  place  had  been  over-rated  by  former 
writers,  for  we  found  that  though  the  Centurion 
alone  had  buried  no  Icfs  than  twenty-eight  meij 
fincc  our  arrival,  yet  the  number  of  her  fick  was 
in  the  fame  interval  increafed  from  eighty  to 
ninety-fix.  And  now  our  crews  being  em- 
barked, and  every  thing  prepared  for  our  depar- 
ture, the  Commodore  made  a  fignal  for  all  Cap- 
tains, and  delivered  them  their  orders,  contain- 
ing the  fuccefiive  places  of  rendezvous  from 
hence  to  the  coaft  of  China.  And  then,  on  the 
next  day,  being  the  1 8  th  of  January,  the  fignal 
was  made  for  weighing,  and  the  fquadron  put  to 
fea,  leaving  without  regret  this  Ifland  of  St.  Ca- 
therins*s  \  where  we  had  been  fo  extremely  dif- 
appointed  in  our  refrelhments,  in  our  accom- 
modations, and  in  the  humane  and  friendly  of- 
fices which  we  had  been  taught  to  expert  in  a 
place,  wluch  hath  been  fo  much  celebrated  for  its 
hofpitality,  freedom,  and  conveniency. 
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The  run  from  St.  Catherine's  to  port  St.  Jit* 
Han,  with  fome  account  of  that  port,  and 
of  the  country  to  the  fouthward  of  the 


river  of  Plate, 
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IN  leaving  St.  Catherine*  Sy  we  left  the  laft  ami- 
cable port  we  propofed  to  touch  at,  and 
were  now  proceeding  to  an  hoftile,  or  at  beft,  a 
dcfart  and  inhofpitable  coaft.  And  as  we  were 
'3  expert  a  niore  boiftereus  climate  to  the  fouth- 
ward than  any  we  had  yet  experienced,  not  only 
our  danger  of  reparation  would  by  this  means  bfe 
much  greater  than  it  had  been  hitherto,  but 
other  accidents  of  a  more  pernicious  nature  were 
likewife  to  be  apprehended,  and  as  much  as  pof- 
fible  to  be  provided  againft.  And  therefore 
Mr.  Anfon^  in  appointing  the  various  ftations  at 
which  the  Ihips  of  the  fquadron  were  to  rendez^ 
vous,  had  confidered,  that  it  was  poflible  his 
own  fhip  might  be  difabled  from  getting  round 
Cape  Horn,  or  might  be  lofl-,  and  had  given 
proper  diredions,  that  even  in  that  cafe  the  ex- 
pedition Ihould  not  be  abandoned.  For  the  or- 
ders delivered  to  the  Captains,  the  day  before 
we  failed  from  St.  Catherine's,  were,  that  in  cale 
of  feparation,  which  they  were  with  the  utmoll 
caro  to  endeavour  to  avoid,  the  (irf;  place  of 
rendezvous  fhould  be  the  bay  of  port  St.  Ju- 
liun  \  defcribing  tho  place  from  Sir  'John  Nar- 


h}'j'4^b\ 


I, 


or- 
jtbre 
I  cafe 
noil 
of 

1> 
Jar- 


(   81    ) 

hrou!^h\  account  of  it  :    There  they  were  to 
fupply  thcmfclvcs  with  as  much  fait  as  they 
could  take  in,  both  for  their  own  ufe,  and  for 
the  ufe  of  the  fquadron  •,   and  if,  after  a  ftay 
dierc  of  ten  days,  they  were  not  joined  by  the 
Commodore,  they  were  then  to  proceed  through 
Streights  le  Maire  round  Cape  Horny   into  the 
South-Seas,  where  the  next  place  of  rendezvous 
was  to  be  the  Ifland  of  Nojira  Senora  del  ^coro<» 
in  the  latitude  of  45 *>  South,  and  longitude  from 
the  Lizard  71°  :  i  ^'  Weft.    They  were  to  bring 
this  Ifland  to  bear  E.  N.  E,  and  to  cruife  from 
five  to  twelve  leagues  diftance  from  it,  as  long 
as  their  ftore  of  wopd  and  water  would  perirat» 
both  which  they  were  to  expend  with  the  utmoft 
frugality.     And  when  they  were  under  an  abfo- 
lute  neceflity  of  a  freih  fupply,  they  were  to 
ftand  in,  and  cideavour  to  find  out  an  anchor- 
ing place  i  and  in  cafe  they  could  not,  and  the 
weather  made  it  dangerous  to  fupply  their  (hips 
by  (landing  off  and  on,  they  were  then  to  make 
the  beft  of  their  way  to  the  Ifland  of  Juan  Fer~ 
nandes,  in  the  latitude  of  ^3^  :  3 7' South,     And 
as  foon  as  they  had  there  recruited  their  wood 
and  water,  they  were  to  continue  cruifing  oflF  the 
anchoriiig  place  of  that  Ifland  for  fifty-fix  days  ; 
in  which  time,  if  they  were  not  joined  by  the 
Commodore,  tliey  might  conclude  that  fome  ac- 
cident had  befallen  him,  and  they  were  forth- 
with to  put  themfelves  under  the  command  of 
the  fenior  Officer,  who  was  to  ufe  his  utmoft 
endeavours  to  annoy  the  enemy  both  by  fea  and 
iand.    That  with  thefe  views  their  new  Com- 
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modore  was  to  continue  :n  thofc  Teas  as  long  as 
his  provifions  lafted,  or  as  )ong  as  they  were  re- 
cruited by  what  he  Ihould  take  from  the  enemy, 
referving  only  a  lufficient  quantity  to  carry  him 
and  the  ihips  under  his  command  to  Macao,  at 
the  entrance  of  the  river  Tigris  near  Canion  on 
the  coaft  of  China,  where  having  fupph^d  him- 
ielf  with  a  new  ftock  of  provifions,  he  was 
thence,  without  delay,  to  make  the  beft  of  his 
way  to  England.  And  as  it  was  found  impofli- 
ble  as  yet  to  unload  our  Viftualler  the  Jnna  Pink, 
the  Commodore  gave  the  Mafter  of  her  the  fame 
rendezvous,  and  the  fame  brders  to  put  himfelf 
under  the  command  of  the  remaining  fenior 
Officer.      -        ■  -     '-'-  -^  ^i'-'    •      •  '    ^■'i'v:.: 

Under  thefe  orders  the  fqiiadron  failed  from 
St.  Catherine's  on  Sunday  the  1 8th  of  January,  as 
hath  been  already  mentioned  in  the  preceding 
chapter.  The  next  day  we  had  very  fqually 
weather,  attended  with  rain,  lightning  and 
thunder,  but  it  foorl  betame  fair  again  with 
light  breezes,  and  continued  thus  till  fFiednefday 
evening,  when  it  blew  frefh  again  ;  and  encreaf- 
irg  all  night,  by  eight  the  next  morning  it  be- 
came a  iVioft  violent  ftorm,  and  we  had  with  it 
fo  thick  a  fog,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  fee  at 
the  dfftance  of  two  fhips  length,  fo  that  the 
whole  fquadron  difappearcd.  On  this,  a  fignal 
was  made,  by  firing  guns,  to  bring  to  with  the 
larboard  tacks,  the  wind  being  then  due  Eaft. 
We  ourielves  immediately  handed  the  top-fails, 
bunted  the  main-fail,  and  lay  to  under  a  reefed 
mizen  till  noon,  when  the  fog  difperfed,  and 
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we  fopn  difcovered  all  the  Ihipjs  of  the  fquadro|i 
i  except  the  Pearl,  who  did  not  join  us  till  near  a 
month  afterwards.  The  Tryal  Sloop  was  a  gre^t 
way  to  leeward,  having  loft  her  main-mail  in 
I  this  fquall,  and  having  been  obliged,  for  fear  of 
bilging,  to  cut  away  the  raft.  We  bore  down 
with  the  fquadron  to  her  relief,  and  the  Clou- 
cejier  was  ordered  to  take  her  in  tow,  for  thjs 
weather  did  not  entirely  abate  till  the  day  after, 
and  even  then,  a  great  fwell  continued  from  the 
eaftward,  in  confequence  of  the  preceding  florm. 
After  this  accident  wc  ftood  to  the  fouthward 
with  little  interruption,  and  here  we  experienced 
the  fame  fetting  of  the  current,  which  we  had 
obferved  before  our  arrival  at  St.  Catherine's  j 
that  is,  we  generally  found  ourfelves  to  ,the 
fouthward  of  our  reckoning,  by  about  twenty 
miles  each  day.  This  error  continued,  with  a 
little  variation,  till  we  had  paffed  the  latitude  of 
the  river  of  Plate  -,  and  even  then,  wc  foimJ 
that  the  fame  current,  however  difhcult  to  b'^ 
accounted  for,  did  yet  undoubtedly  take  place  ^ 
for  we  were  not  fatisfied  in  deducing  it  from 
the  error  in  our  reckoning,  but  we  actually 
tried  it  more  than  once,  when  3^  calm  made  it 
pradicable*  .        . 

When  we  liad  pafled  the  latitude  of  the  river 
oF  Plate^  we  had  foundings  all  along  the  coaft 
of  Patagonia.  Thefe  foundings,  when  well  af- 
certained,  being  of  great  ufe  in  determining  the 
pofition  of  the  Ihip,  and  we  having  triad  them 
more  frequently,  in  greater  depths,  and  with 
more  attention,  than  I  believe  had  been  done 
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before  us,  I  Ihall  recite  our  oblervations  as  fuc- 
cindly  as  I  can,  referring  to  the  chart  hercaftt  r 
inferted  in  the  ninth  chapter  of  this  book,  for  a 
general  view  of  tlie  whole.     In  the  latitude  of 
36*^  :  52'  we  had  fixty  fathom  of  water,  with 
a  bottom  of  fine  black  and  grey  fand  -,   from 
thence,  to  39^  :  ^^"^  wc  varied  our  depths  from 
fifty  to  eighty  fathom,  though  we  had  conftant 
ly  the  fame  bottom  as  before  j  between  the  lad 
mentioned  latitude,  and  43^  :  i6\  we  had  only 
fine  grey  fand,  with  the  fame  variation  of  depths, 
except  that  we  once  or  twice  lefTcned  our  water 
to  forty  fathom.     After  this,  we  continued  in 
forty  fathom  for  about  half  a  degree,  having  a 
bottom  of  coarfe  land   and   broken   fhells,   at 
which  time  we  were  in  fight  of  land,  and  noi 
above  feven  leagues  from  it :  As  we  edged  from 
the  land  we  met  with  variety  of  foundings  ;  firfl: 
black  fand,  then  muddy,  and  foon  after  roUgli 
ground  with  ftones  ;    but  then  encreafing  our 
water  to  forty-eight  fathom,  we  had  a  muddy 
bottom  to  the  latitude  of  46°  :  lo'.     We  then 
returned  again  into  thirty-fix  fathom,  and  kept 
Ihoaling  our  water,    till  at  length  we  came  into 
twelve  fathom,  having  conftantly  fmall  ftones 
and  pebbles  at  the  bottom.     Part  of  this  time  we 
had  a  view  of  Cape  Blanco,  which  lies  in  about 
the  latitude  of  46°  :  52',   and  longiuide  Well 
from  London  66*^  :  43'.     This  is  the  moft  re- 
markable land  upon  the  coaft  :  Two  very  exad 
views  of  it  are  exhibited  in  the  third  plate,  where 
{^j)  reprefents  the  Cape  itfelf;    thefe  draughts 
will  fully  enable  future  Voyagers  to  diftinguilh 
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it.     Steering  from  hence  S.  by  E.  nearly,  w?, 
in  a  run  of  about  thirty  leagues,   dccpned  our 
water  to  fifty  fathom,  without  once  altering  the 
bottom ;    and  then  drawing  towards  the  Ihore 
with  a  S.  W.  courfe,  varying  rather  to  the  weft- 
ward,  we  had  every  where  a  fandy  bottom,  till 
our  coming  into  thirty  fathom,  where  we  had 
again  a  fight  of  land  diftant  from  us,  about  eight 
leagues,  lying  in  the  latitude  of  48?  :  31'.     We 
made  this  land  on  the  1 7th  of  February,  and  at 
five  in  the  afternoon  we  came  to  an  anchor  upon 
the  fame  bottom,  in  the  latitude  of  48''  :  58', 
the   fouthermoft   land    then    in    view    bearing 
S.  S.  W,  the  northermoft  N.  f  E,  a  fmall  Ifland 
N.  W,  and  the  weftermoft  hummock  W.  S.  W. 
In  this  ftation  we  found  the  tide  to  fet  S.  by  W  j 
and  weighing  again  at  five  the  next  morning, 
we,  an  hour  afterwards,  difcovered  a  fail,  upon 
which  the  Severn  and  Gloucejicr  were  both  di reel- 
ed to  give  chace  ;  but  we  foon  perceived  it  to  be 
the  Pearly  which  feparated  from  us  a  few  days 
after  we  left  St.  Catherine*:,  and  on  this  we  made 
a  fignal  for  the  Severn  to  rejoin  the  fquadron, 
leaving  the  Gloucejier  alone  in  the  purfuit.     And 
now  we  were  furprized  to  fee,  that  on  the  Glou- 
cejler\  approach,  the  people  on  board  the  Pearl 
increafed  their  fail,  and  ftood  from  her.     How- 
ever,  the  Gloucefter  came  up  with  them,  but 
found  them  with  their  hammock?  in  their  net- 
tings, and  every  thing  ready  for  an  engage- 
ment.    At  two  in  the  afternoon  the  P^^r/ joined 
us,  and  running  up  under  our  ftern.  Lieutenant 
Salt  hailed  the  Commodore,  and  acquainted  him 
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tHat  Captain  Kidd  died  on  the  31(1  of  JdWuary. 
He  likewife  informed  him,  that  he  had  feen  five 
large  fhips  the  loth  inftant,  which  he  for  feme 
time  imagined  to  be  our  fquadron  :  That  he  fut- 
fered  the  commanding  Jfhip,  which  wore  a  red 
broad  pennant,  exa(5tly  refembling  that  of  the 
Commodore,   at  the   main  top-maft  head,    to 
come  within  gun-fhot  of  him  before  he  difco- 
vered  his  miftake  -,  but  then  finding  it  not  to  be 
the  Ceaiurion,  he  haled  clofe  upon  the  wind,  and 
crowded  from  them  with  all  his  fail,  and  Hand- 
ing crofs  a  ripling,  where  they  hefitated  to  fol- 
low liim,  he  happily  efcaped,     He  made  them 
to  be  five  Spant/h  men  of  war,  one  of  them  exr 
ceedingly  like  the  Gloucejier,  which  was  the  oc- 
cafion  of  his  apprehcnfions  when  the  Glouceftcr 
chafed  him.     By  their  appearance  he  thought 
they  confided  of  two  fliips  of  feventy  guns,  two 
of  fifty,    and  one  of  forty  guns.     The  whole 
fquadron  continued  in  c*  ace  of  him  all  that  day, 
but  at  night  finding  they  could  not  get  near  him, 
they  gave  over  the  chace,    and  dire*5ted  their 
courfe  to  the  fouthward. 

And  now  had  it  not  been  for  the  n'eccfllty  we 
were  under  of  refitting  the  Tryal^  this  piece  of 
intelligence  would  have  prevented  oiir  making 
any  ftay  at  St.  Julianas ;  but  as  it  was  impoflible 
for  that  floop  to  proceed  round  the  C^pe  in  her 
prefent  condition,  fome  ftay  th^re  was  inevita- 
ble, and  therefore  the  fame  eVenihg  we  came  to 
an  anchor  again  in  twenty-five  fathom  water,  the 
bottom  a  mixture  of  mud  and  fand,  and  the  high 
hummock  bearing  S.  W.  by  W.  And  weigh- 
ing 
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ing  at  mn^  In  the  morning,  we  foon  after  fcnt 
the  two  Cutters  belonging  to  the  Centurion  and 
Severn  in  fhore,  to  difcover  the  harbour  of  St.  Ju- 
Hatty  while  the  Ihips  kept  (landing  along  the 
coaft,  at  about  the  diftance  of  a  league  from  the 
land.  At  fix  o'clock  we  anchored  in  the  bay  of 
St.  Julian^  in  nineteen  fathom,  the  bottom 
muddy  ground  with  fand,  the  northermoft  land 
in  fight  bearing  N.  and  by  E,  the  fouthemioft 
S.  f  E,  and  the  high  hummock,  to  which  Sir 
John  Narborough  formerly  gave  the  name  cf 
JVood*s  Mounty  W.  S.  W.  Soon  after,  the  Cut- 
ter returned  on  board,  having  difcovered  the 
harbour,  which  did  not  appear  to  us  in  our  fitua- 
tion,  the  northermoft  pclnt  fhutting  in  upon  the 
fouthermoft,  and  in  appearance  clofing  the  en- 
trance. To  facilitate  the  knowledge  of  this  coaft 
to  future  Navigators,  there  arc  two  views  in  the 
4th  and  5th  plates  ■,  one  of  the  land  of  Patagonia^ 
to  the  northward  of  port  St,  Julian,  where  (w)  is 
Wood*s  Mount,  and  the  bay  of  St.  Julian  lic-5 
round  the  point  {c).  The  other  view  is  of  the 
bay  itfelf  i  and  here  again  (w)  is  iVocd*s  Mount, 
{ff)  is  Cape  St.  Julian,  and  {b)  the  port  or  river's 
mouth.  '!  ■  *  •  v;  J,:/;  . 

Being  come  to  an  anchor  in  this  bay  of  St.  Ju- 
lian, principally  with  a  view  of  refitting  the  Tryal, 
the  Carpenters  were  immediately  employed  in  that 
bufincfs,  and  continued  ib  during  our  whole  ilay 
at  the  place.  The  Tryal*?,  main-mad  having  beea 
carried  away  about  twelve  feet  below  the  cap, 
they  contrived  to  make  the  remaining  part  ot 
the  maft  ferve  again  -,  and  the  fVager  was  ordered 
"'-'  '  -  '       •  G  4  '-  to 
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to  fupply  ner  with  a  fpare  main  top-maft,wliIch  the 
Carpenters  converted  into  a  new  forc-maft.  And 
I  cannot  help  obferving,  that  this  accident  to  the 
TryaPs  mail,  which  gave  us  fo  much  uncafinefs 
at  that  time,  on  account  o^  the  delay  it  occa- 
(ioncd,  was,  in  ali  probability,  the  means  of 
preferring  the  floop,  and  all  her  crew.  For 
before  this,  her  mafts,  how  well  foever  propor- 
tioned to  a  better  climate,  were  much  too  lofty 
for  thefe  high  fouthern  latitudes  :  So  that  had 
they  weathered  the  preceding  dorm,  it  would 
have  been  impoHible  for  them  to  have  flood 
againft  thofc  feas  and  tempcfts  we  afterwards  en- 
countered in  palling  round  Cape  Iloniy  and  the 
lofs  of  mafts  in  that  boiflerous  climate,  would 
fcarcely  have  been  attended  with  lefs  than  the 
lofs  of  the  veffel,  and  of  every  man  on  board 
her  i  fince  it  would  have  beea  impradlicable  for 
the  other  fhips  to  have  given  them  any  relief, 
during  the  continuance  of  thofe  impetuous 
ftorms. 

Whilft  we  ftayed  /.t  this  place,  the  Commodore 
appointed  the  Honourable  Captain  Murray  tofuc- 
ceed  to  the  Pearl,  and  Captain  Ci&<?^^  to  the  Wager, 
and  he  promoted  Mr.  Charles  SaunderSy  his  firft 
Lieutenant,  to  the  command  of  the  Tryal  Sloop. 
But  Captain  Saunders  lying  dangerouHy  ill  of  a 
fever  on  board  the  Centurion,  and  it  being  the 
opinion  of  the  furgeons,  that  the  removing  him 
on  board  his  own  (hip,  in  his  prefent  condition, 
might  tend  to  the  hazard  of  his  life  ;  Mr.  Anfon 
gave  an  order  to  Mr.  Saumarez,  firft  Lieutenant 
of  the  Centuriony  to  ad  as  Mafter  and  Com- 
mander 
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niarKier  of  the  Tryaly  during  the  illnefs  of  C^.^- 
tain  Saunders.   ,:,       _.   ■■  ,.•  .\V 

Here  the  Commodore  too,  in  order  to  eafe  tlie 
expedition  of  all  unnecefT:ir/  expencc,  held  a  far- 
ther confultation  with  his  Captains  about  unload- 
ing and  difcharging  the  Jnna  Pink^  but  they 
reprefented  to  him,  that  they  were  fo  far  from 
being  in  a  condition  of  taking  any  part  of  her 
loading  on  board,  that  they  had  ftill  great  quan- 
tities of  provifions  in  the  way  of  their  guns  be- 
tween decks,  and  that  their  (hips  were  withal  fo 
very  deep,  that  they  were  not  fit  for  a«5tion  with- 
out being  cleared.  This  put  the  Commodore 
under  a  neccflit/of  retaining  the  P/«i^  in  the  fer- 
vice  ;  and  as  it  was  apprehended  we  fhould  cer- 
tainly meet  with  the  Spanijh  fquadron,  in  paffing 
the  Cape,  Mr.  Anfon  thought  it  advifeable  to  give 
orders  to  the  Captains,  to  put  all  their  provifions, 
which  were  in  the  way  of  their  guns,  on  board 
l\it,  Anna  Pink,  and  to  remount  fuch  of  their 
guns  as  had  formerly,  for  the  eafe  of  their  Ihips, 
been  ordered  into  the  hold. 

This  bay  of  St.  Julian,  where  we  are  now  at  an- 
chor, being  a  convenient  rendezvous,  in  cafe  of 
feparation,  for  all  cruifers  bound  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  and  the  whole  coaft  of  Patagonia,  from 
the  river  of  Plate  to  the  Streights  of  Magellan-^ 
lying  nearly  parallel  to  their  ufual  route,  a  Ihort; 
account  of  the  Angularity  of  this  country,  with 
a  particular  defcription  of  port  St.  Julian,  may 
perhaps  be  neither  unacceptable  to  the  curious, 
nor  unworthy  the  attention  of  future  Navigators, 
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as  fomc  of  them,  by  unforefecn  accidents,  may 
be  obliged  to  run  in  with  the  land,  and  to  make 
ibnne  (lay  on  this  coail,  in  which  cafe  the  know- 
ledge of  the  country,  its  produce  and  inhabi- 
tants, cannot  but  be  of  the  utmoll;  confequence 
to  them. 

To  begin  then  with  the  tra£t  of  country  ufu- 
ally  ftiled  Patagonia.  This  is  the  name  oftea 
given  to  the  fouthermoft  part  of  South  America^ 
which  is  unpoflefied  by  the  Spaniards^  extending 
from  their  fettlements  to  the  Streights  of  Ma- 
gellan. On  the  eaft  fide,  this  country  is  ex- 
tremely remarkable,  for  a  peculiarity  not  to  be 
paralleled  in  any  other  known  part  of  the  globe ; 
for  though  the  whole  territory  to  the  northward  of 
the  river  of  Plate  is  full  of  wood,  and  ftored 
"With  immenfe  quantities  of  large  timber  trees, 
yet  to  the  fouthward  of  the  river  no  trees  of  any 
land  are  to  be  met  with,  except  a  few  peach- 
trees,  firjft  planted  and  cultivated  by  the  Spani- 
ards in  the  neighbourhood  of  Buenos  /lyres :  So 
that  on  the  whole  eaftem  coa{t  of  Patagonia^  ex- 
tending near  four  hundred  leagues  in  length, 
.  and  reaching  as  far  back  as  any  difcoveries  have 
yet  been  made,  no  other  wood  has  been  found 
than  a  few  infignificant  fhrubs.  Sir  John  .i^ar- 
horougb  in  particular,  who  was  fent  out,  by  King 
Charles  the  fecond,  exprcfly  to  examine  th"s 
country,  and  the  Streights  of  Magellan^  and  who, 
in  purfuance  of  his  orders,  wintered  upon  this 
<coaft  in  port  St.  Julia»  and  port  Def  e,  in  the 
year  1670*,  Sir  John  Narborougb^  I  lay,  tells 
^  ois,  that  he  never  faw  a  ftick  of  wood  in  the 
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country,  large  enough  to  make  the  handle  of  an 
hatchet.     '  '"    '    '  '  "   '   -'     '  '' 

But  though  this  country  be  fo  deftitiitc  of  wood, 
it  abounds  with  pafture.     For  the  land  appears 
in  general  to  be  made  up  of  downs  of  a  light 
dry  gravelly  foil,  and  produces  great  quantities 
of  long  coarfe  grafs,  which  groivs  in  tufts  intcr- 
fpcrfed  with  large  barren  fpots  of  gravel  between 
them.     This  grafs,  in  many  ]4rtces,  feeds  im- 
mcnfe  herds  of  cattle  :  For  the  Spaniards  at  Bue- 
nos yfyr^Sy  having  brought  over  a  few  black  cat- 
tle from  Europe  at  their  firft  fettlement,  they 
have  thriven  prodigioufiy  by  the  plenty  of  her- 
bage which  they  found  here,  and  are  now  en- 
creafed  to  that  degree,  and  are  extended  fo  far 
into  the  country,  that  they  are  not  confidered  as 
private  property  ;  but  many  thoufands  at  a  time 
are  flaughtered  every  year  by  the  Hunters,  only 
for  their  hide«i  and  tallow.     The  manner  of  kill- 
ing thefe  cattle,  being  a  prafticc  peculiar  to  that 
part  of  the  world,  merits  a  more  circumftan- 
tial  defcription.     The  Hunters  employed  on  this 
bccaiion  being  all  of  them  mounted  on  horfe- 
back,  (and  both  the  Spaniards  and  Indiatis  in  that 
part  of  the  World  arc  ufually  moft  excellent 
horfemen)  they  arm  themfelves  with  a  kind  of 
a  fpear,  which,  at  its  end,  inftead  of  a  blade 
fixed  in  the  fame  line  with  the  wood  in  the  ufwal 
TTianner,  has  its  blade  fixed  acrofs  ;  with  this  in- 
ftrument  they  ride  at  a  beaft,  and  furround  him. 
The  Hunter  that  comes  behi"d  him  hamftrings 
Wm  i  iand  as  aifter  this  opercvtion  the  beaft  foon 
tumWes,  without  being  able  to  raife  hknfelf  again, 
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they  leave  him  on  the  ground,  and  purfue  others, 
whom  they  ferve  in  the  fame  manner.  Some- 
times there  is  a  fecond  party,  who  attend  the 
Hunters,  to  fkln  the  cattle  as  they  fall :  But  it 
is  faid,  that  at  other  times  the  Hunters  chufe  to 
let  them  languirti  in  torment  till  the  next  day, 
from  an  opinion  that  the  anguifh,  which  the  ani- 
mal in  the  mean  time  endures,  may  burft  the 
lymphaticks,  and  thereby  facilitate  the  feparation 
of  the  fkin  from  the  carcafs  :  And  though  their 
Priefts  have  loudly  condemned  this  moil  bar- 
barous prafticc,  and  have  gone  fo  far,  if  my 
memory  does  not  fail  me,  as  to  excommunicate 
thofc  wiio  foJlow  it,  yet  all  tiicir  efforts  to  put 
an  entire  flop  to  it  have  hitherto  proved  in- 
cffedual.  '  •     '  ■      '■•■'■'     '<  .^       ■ 

Befides  the  numbers  of  cattle  which  are  every 
year  flaiightered  for  their  hides  and  tallow,  in 
the  manner  already  defcribed,  it  is  often  ne- 
ceflary  for  the  purpofes  of  agriculture,  and  like- 
wife  with  other  views,  to  take  them  alive,  and 
without  wounding  them  :  This  is  performed 
with  a  moll  wonderful  and  almoft  incredible 
dexterity,  and  principally  by  the  ufe  of  a  ma- 
chine, which  tlie  Englijh,  who  have  refided  at 
Buenos  Jyres,  generally  denominate  a  lafh.  It 
is  made  of  a  thong  of  feveral  fathoms  in  length, 
and  very  flrong,  with  a  running  noofe  at  one  end 
of  it :  This  the  Hunters  (who  in  this  cafe  are 
alfo  mounted  on  horlcback)  take  in  their  right 
Jiands,  it  being  firft  properly  coiled  up,  and 
having  its  end  oppofite  to  the  noofe  faftened  to 
tlie  foddlci  2u^d  thus  prepared  they  ride  at  a 
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herd  of  cattle.     When  they  arrive  within  a  cer- 
tain diftance  of  a  beaft,  they  throw  their  tliong 
at  hin.  with  Ibch  cxattnefs,  that  they  never  fail  of 
fixing  the  noofe  about  his  horns.     The  bead, 
when  he  finds  himfelf  entangled,  generally  runs, 
but  the  horfe,  being  fwifter,  attends  him,  and 
prevents  the  thong  from  being  too  much  (brained, 
till  a  fecond  Hunter,  who  follows  the  game, 
throws  another  noofe  about  one  of  its  hind  legs  j 
and  this  being  done,  both  horfes  (they  being 
trained  for  this  purpofe)  inftantly  turn  different 
ways,  in  order  to  ftrain  the  two  thongs  in  con- 
trary directions,  on  which  the  bead,  by  their 
oppofite  pulls,  is  prefently  overthrown,  and  then 
the  horfes  ftop,  keeping  the  thongs  ftill  upon 
the  ftretch  :  Being  thus  on  the  ground,  and  in- 
capable of  refiftance,  (for  he  is  extended  between 
the  two  horfes)  the  Hunters  alight,  and  fecurc 
him  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they  afterwards  eafily 
convey  him  to  whatever  place  they  pleafe.     In 
the  fame  manner  they  noofe  horfes,  and,  as  it  is 
faid,  even  tygers  ;  and  however  ftrange  this  laft 
circuinltance  may  appear,  there  are  not  wanting 
perfons  of  credit  who  aflert  it.     Indeed,  it  muft 
be  owned,  tha^  the  addrefs  both  of  the  Spani- 
ards and  Indians  in  that  part  of  the  world,  in 
the  ufe  of  this  lalh  or  noofe,  and  the  certainty 
with  which  they  throw  it,  and  fix  it  on  any  in- 
tended part  of  the  beaft  at  a  confiderable  diftance, 
are  matters  only  to  be  believed,  from  the  re- 
peated and  concurrent  teftimony  of  all  who  have 
frequented  that  country,  and  might  reafonably 
be  queftioned,  did  it  rely  on  a  fuigle,report,  or 
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had  k  been  ever  contradidcd  or  denied  by  any 
one  who  had  refided  at  Buencs  Jyres. 

The  cattle  \vhich  are  killed  in  the  manner  I 
have  already  obTerved,  are  flaughtered  only  for 
Cheir  hides  and  tallow,  to  which  fometimes  are 
added  their  tongues,  and  the  reft  of  their  flefh 
is  left  to  putrify,  or  to  be  devoured  by  the  birds 
and  wild  beafts  •,  but  the  greatell  part  of  this 
carion  falls  to  the  fharc  of  the  wild  dogs,  of 
which  there  are  imnienfe  numbers  to  be  tound 
in  that  co\intry.  'J  hey  are  luppofed  to  have 
been  originally  produced  by  Spanijb  dogs  trom 
Buenos  AyreSy  who,  allured  by  the  great  quantity 
of  carion,  and  the  facility  tlicy  l\ad  by  that  means 
of  fubfifting,  lei't  their  Mafters,  and  ran  wild 
amongft  the  cattle  ;  lor  they  are  plainly  of  chc 
breed  of  the  European  dog?,  iui  animal  not  ori- 
ginally found  in  America.  But  though  thefe 
dogs  are  faid  to  be  fonie  thoufands  in  a  company, 
they  hitherto  neither  diminifli  nor  prevent  the 
increafe  of  the  cattle,  not  darinj^  to  attack  them^ 
by  reafon  of  the  numl^rs  whicK  conftantly  feed 
together  ;  but  contenting  themP  ves  with  the  ca- 
rion left  tliem  by  the  Hunters,  eid  perhaps  now 
and  then  with  a  few  ftragglers,  wlio,  by  accidents, 
are  feparated  from  the  herd  they  belong  to. 

Befides  the  wild  cattle  which  have  fpread 
themfelves  in  fuch  vaft  herds  fmm  Buenos  Jyres 
towards  the  fouthward,  the  fame  country  is  in 
like  manner  furniftied  with  hories.  Thefe  too 
were  firft  brought  from  Spain,  and  are  alfo  pro- 
digioufly  encreafed,  and  run  wild  to  a  niuch 
greater  diftance  than  the  black  cattle  :    And 
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though  many  of  them  are  exceilent,  yet  their 
number  makes  them  of  very  little  value ;  the 
beft   of  them   being  oiten  fold,     in  a  country 
where  money  is  plenty  and  commodities  very 
dear,  for  not  more  than  a  dollar  a-piece.     It  is 
not  as  yet  certain  how  tar  to  the  fouthward  tliefc 
herds  of  wild  cattle  and  horfes  have  extended 
themfelves ;  but  there  is  fome  realbn  to  conjec- 
ture, that  ftragglers  of  both  kinds  are  to  be  met 
Avith  very  near  the  Streights  oi  Magellan  ;   ajid 
they  will  in  time  doubtleis  fill  tlie  fouthern  part 
<3l  this  Continent  with  their  breed,  which  cannot 
iail  of  proving  of  confiderablc  advantage  to  fuch 
Ihips  as  may  touch   upon  the  coaft  ;    for   the 
horfes  themfelves  are  faid  to  be  very  good  eat- 
ing, and  as  fuch,  to  be  preferred  by  fomcof  the 
Indians  even  before  the  black  cattle.     But  what- 
ever plenty  of  this  kind  may  be  hereafter  foiind 
here,  there  is  one  material  refrelhmcnt  \vhich  tiiis 
eaftern  fide  of  Patagonia  fecms  to  be  very  defec- 
tive in,  and  that  is  frefh  water  j  for  the  land  be- 
ing generally  ot 'a  nitrous  and  faline  nature,  the 
ponds    and    ft  ^ams    arc    frequently   brackilli. 
However,  as     ,ood  water  lias  been  found  there, 
though  in  fmai^  quantities,  it  is  not  improbable, 
but  on  a  further  iearch,  thii  inconvenience  may 
be  removed,    y 

Befides  the  icattle  and  horfes  which  I  have 
mentioned,  tliare  are  in  aU  piirts  of  this  country 
a  good  number  of  Vicumas  or  Peruvian  Iheep  ; 
but  thefe,  by  reafon  of  their  fhynefs  and  fwift- 
nefs,  are  killed  with  difficulty.  On  the  eaftern 
coaft  too,  there  abounds  immenfe  quantities  of 
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feals,  and  a  vaft  variety  of  fea-fowl,  amongft 
which  the  moft  remarkable  are  the  Penguins  ; 
they  are  in  fize  and  fliape  like  a  goofe,  but  in- 
ftead  o(  wings  they  have  Ihort  ftumps  like  fins, 
which  are  of  no  ufe  to  them  except  in  the  water ; 
their  bills  are  narrow,  like  that  of  an  Albitrofs, 
and  they  ftand  and  walk  in  an  eredt  poftiire. 
From  this,  and  their  white  bellies.  Sir  John 
Narhorougk  has  whimfically  likened  them  to  lit- 
tle children  ftanding  up  in  white  aprons. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  eaftern  coaft  (to  which 
I  have  dil  along  hitherto  confined  my  relation) 
appear  to  be  bu*  few,  and  have  rarely  been  fecn 
more  than  two  or  three  at  a  time,  by  any  (hips 
that  have  touched  here.  We,  during  our  ftay 
at  the  port  of  St.  Julian,  faw  none.  However, 
towards  Buenos  Ayres  they  are  fufiiciently  nume- 
rous, and  oftentimes  very  troublefome  to  the 
Spaniards  -,  but  there  the  greater  breadth  and  va- 
riety of  the  country,  and  a  milder  climate,  yield 
them  a  better  protedlion  ;  for  in  that  place  the 
Continent  is  between  three  and  four  hundred 
leagues  in  breadth,  whereas  at  port  St.  Julian  it 
is  little  more  than  a  hundred  :  So  that  I  conceive 
the  fame  Indians,  that  frequent  the  wcftern  coaft 
of  Patagonia  and  the  Streights  o^  Magellan,  often 
ramble  to  this  lide.  As  the  Indians  near  Buenos 
Ayres  exceed  thcfe  fouthern  Indians  in  number, 
fo  they  greatly  furpafs  them  in  adivity  and  fpi- 
rit,  and  feem  in  their  manners  to  be  nearly 
allied  to  thofe  gallant  Chilian  Indians,  who 
have  long  fet  the  whole  Spanijh  power  at  defi- 
ance, have  often  ravaged  their  country,  and  re- 
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main  to  this  hour  independent.  For  the  Itidians 
iibout  Buenos  ylyres  have  learnt,  to  be  excellent 
horilmen,  and  are  extremely  expert  in  the  ma- 
nagement c .  all  cutting  weapons*  though  igno- 
rant ot"  the  ule  of  iire-arms,  which  the  Spaniards 
arc  very  Iblicitous  to  keep  out  of  their  hands. 
Andot  the  vigour  and  rcfolution  o(  thcCe  Indians^ 
tlie  behaviour  of  Orellana  and  his  followers, 
whom  we  have  formerly  mentioned,  is  a  memo- 
rable inftance.  Indeed  were  we  difpofed  to  ain^ 
at  the  utter  fubverfion  of  the  Spanijh  power  in 
America^  no  means  feem  more  probable  to  efFedt 
it,  than  due  encouragement  and  affiftance  given 
to  thefe  Indians  and  thofe  of  ChiU. 

Thus  much  may  fuffice  in  relation  to  the  eaft- 
ern  coall  of  Patagonia,  The  weftern  coaft  is  of 
lefs  extent  j  and  by  reafon  of  the  Andes  which 
fkirt  it,  and  ftretch  quite  down  to.  the  water,  is  9 
very  rocky  and  dangerous  fliore.  However,  I 
Ihail  be  hereafter  neceflitated  to  make  further 
mention  of  it,  and  therefore  fhall  not  enlarge 
thereon  at  this  time,  but  fhall  conclude  this  ac- 
count  with  a  fliort  defcription  of  the  harbour  of 
St.  JuUan^  the  general  form  of  which  may  be 
conceived  from  the  Iketch  i\^  the  6th  plate.  But 
it  muft  be  remembered,  that  the  bar  which  is 
there  mark  sd  at  the  entrance,  is  often  Ihifting 
and  has  many  holes  in  it.  The  tide  flows  here 
N.  and  S,  a.id  at  full  and  change,  rifes  four 
fathom. 

We,  on  our  firft  arriV"'  here,  fent  an  Officer 
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the  ufe  of  the  fquadron.  Sir  John  Narborough 
having  obfcrvcd,  when  he  was  here,  that  the  fait 
produced  in  that  place  was  very  white  and  good, 
and  that  in  February  there  was  enough  of  it  to  fill 
a  thoufand  fliips  ;  but  our  Officer  returned  with 
a  fample  which  was  very  bad,  and  he  told  us, 
that  even  of  this  there  was  but  little  to  be  got  -, 
I  fuppofc  the  weather  had  been  more  rainy  than 
ordinary,  and  bad  deftroyed  it.  To  give  the 
fcader  a  better  idea  of  this  port,  and  of  the  ad- 
jacent country,  to  which  the  who'e  coaft  I  have 
defcribed  bears  a  great  rcfemblance,  I  have  in- 
ferted  two  very  accurate  views,  (whicn  may  be 
feen  in  the  7th  and  8th  Plates)  one  of  them 
reprefenting  the  appearance  of  the  country,  when 
looking  up  the  river  •»  the  other,  being  a  view 
taken  from  the  fame  fpot ,  but  the  obferver  is 
now  foppofed  to  turn  round  oppofite  to  his  for- 
mer fituation,  and  conlequcntly  this  is  a  repre- 
fentation  of  the  appearance  of  the  country  down 
the  river,  betwixt  the  ftation  of  the  obferver, 
and  the  river's  mouth. 
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Departure  from  the  bay  of  St.  Julian,  and  the 
paflage  from  thence  to  Streighte  l,e  Maire, 

TH  E  Tryal  being  nearly  refitted,  which 
was  our  principal  occupation  at  this  bay  cf 
St.  Julian^  and  the  fole  occafion  of  our  ftay,  the 
Commodore  thought  it  neceflar^  as  we  were 
now  diredlly  bound  f  3r  the  South-Seas  and  the 
enemy's  coafts,  to  regulate  the  plan  of  his  future 
operations :  And  therefore,  on  the  24th  of  Fe- 
bruary, a  fignal  was  made  for  all  Captains,  and 
a  Council  of  war  was  held  on  board  the  Centu- 
rion, at  which  were  prefent  the  Honourable 
Edward  Leggy  Captain  Matthew  AStchely  the  Ho- 
nourable George  Murray,  Captain  David  Cheap, 
together  with  Colonel  Mordauut  Cracherode,  Com- 
mander of  the  land  forces.  At  this  Council 
Mr.  AnfoH  propofed,  that  their  firft  attempt,  af- 
ter their  arrival  in  the  South-Seas,  Ihould  be  the 
.ittack  of  the  town  and  harbour  of  Baldivia,  the 
principal  frontier  of  the  diftrift  of  Chili  -,  Mr. 
Anfon  informing  them,  at  the  fame  time,  that  it 
was  an  article  contained  in  his  Majefty's  inftruc- 
tions  to  him,  to  endeavour  to  fecure  fome  port 
in  the  South-Seas,  where  the  Ihips  of  the  fqua- 
dron  might  be  careened  and  refitted.  To  this 
propofition  made  by  the  Commodore,  the  Coun- 
cil unanimoufly  and  readily  agreed  ;  and  in  con- 
fequencc  of  this  refolution,  new  inftruftions  were 
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given  to  the  diptaii^s  ot  the  fquadron,  by  which, 
though  tliey  were  dill  ciirc(5i:ed,  in  cafe  of  fepa- 
rution,  to  make  tile  bed  of  their  way  to  the 
Ifland  of  Nuejlra  Soiora  del  Socoro,  yet  (notwith- 
l>anding  the  ordcis  they  had  formerly  given  them 
at  St.  Catherine's)  they  were  to  cruize  off  that 
Ifland  only  ten  days  i  from  whence,  if  not  joined 
by  the  Commodore,  they  were  to  proceed,  and 
cruize  off  the  harbour  of  Ba/divia,  making  the 
land  between  die  latitudes  of  40' ,  and  40"  :  30", 
and  taking,  care  to  keep  to  the  fouthward  of  the 
port ;  and,  if  in  fourteen  days  they  were  not 
Joined  by  the  reft  of  the  fquadron,  they  were 
then  to  quit  this  ftation,  and  to  direft  their  courfe 
to  the  Ifland  of  Juan  Fernandes^  after  which  they 
were  to  regulate  their  further  proceedings  by 
their  former  orders.  The  fame  diredlions  were 
alio  given  to  the  Mafler  of  the  Anna  Pinky  and 
he  was  particularly  inftru(5ted  to  be  very  careful 
in  anfwering  the  fignals  matic  by  any  Ihip  gf  the 
fquadron,  and  likewife  to  deftroy  his  papers  and 
tjrders,  if  he  Ihould  be  fo  unfortunate,  as  to  fall 
into  the  binds  of  the  enemy.  And  as  the  repa- 
ration of  the  fquadron  might  prove  of  the  ut- 
moft  prejudice  to  his  Majefty's  fervice,  each 
Captain  was  ordered  to  give  it  in  charge  to  the 
relpedive  Officers  of  the  watch,  not  to  keep 
tiieir  Ihip  at  a  greater  diftance  from  the  Centurion 
than  two  milts,  as  they  would  anfwer  it  at  their 
peril  *,  and  if  any  Captain  fliould  find  his  ihip 
beyond  the  diftance  fpecified,  he  was  to  acquaint 
the  Commoilore  witli  the  name  of  the  Officer, 
who  h^d  thus  neglected  his  duty.  ,.    ..  .   - 

Thefe 
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'  Thefe  necefTary  regulations  being  eftabl' (lied, 
and  the  Tryal  Sloop  compleated,  the  fqundron 
weighed  on  Friday  the  27th  of  February,  n.t  fi'vcn 
in  the  morning,  and  ftood  to  the  fca  •,  f.hc  Gku- 
cejier  indeed  found  a  difficulty  in  purcluifing  her 
anchor,  and  was  left  a  confiderable  way  a-ftern, 
fo  that  in  the  niglit  we  fired  fcveral  guns  as  a 
(ignal  to  her  Captain  to  make  fail,  but  he  did  not 
come  up  to  us  till  the  next  morning,  when  we 
found  that  they  had  been  obliged  to  cut  their 
cable,  and  leave  their  bell  bower  behind  them. 
At  ten  in  the  morning,  the  day  after  our  depar- 
ture, lVood''s  Mounts  the  highland  over  St.  Ju- 
Han,  bore  from  us  N.  by  W.  diflont  ten  leagues, 
and  we  had  fifty-two  fathom  of  water.  And 
now  (landing  to  the  fouthward,  we  had  great 
expeftation  of  flUling  in  with  Pizarro*s  fquadron  ; 
for,  during  our  flay  at  port  St.  Julian,  there  had 
generally  been  hard  gales  between  the  W.  N.  W. 
and  S.  W,  fo  that  we  had  reafon  to  conclude  the 
Spaniards  had  gained  no  ground  upon  us  in  that 
interval.  And  it  was  the  profped  of  meeting 
with  them,  that  had  occafioned  our  Commodore 
to  be  fo  very  folicitous  to  prevent  the  feparation 
of  our  fliips  ;  For  had  we  been  folely  intent  on 
getting  round  Cape  Horn  in  the  (horteft  time, 
the  propereft  method  for  this  purpofe  would 
have  been,  to  have  ordered  each  Ihip  to  havje 
made  the  beft  of  her  way  to  the  rendezvous, 
without  waiting  for  the  reft- 

From  our  departure  from  St.  Juli/in  to  the  4th 
of  Marchy  we  had  little  wind,  with  thick  hazy 
weather,  and  fome  rain  ;    and  our  foundings 
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were  generally  from  forty  to  fifty  fathom,  with 
a  bottom  of  black  and  grey  fand,  fometimes  in- 
termixed with  pebble  ftones.     On   the  4th  of 
March  we  were  in  fight  of  Cape  Virgin  Mary^ 
and  not  more  than  fix  or  fevcn  leagues  diftant 
from  it :    This   is   the  northern  cape  of  the 
Streights  of  Magellan.,  it  lies  in  the  latitude  of 
52**   :  21' South,    and  longitude   from  London 
71°  :  44' Weft,  and  feems  to  be  a  low  flat  land, 
ending  in  a  point.     And  for  a  direflion  to  fuch 
Ihips  as  may,  by  particular  reafons,  be  induced 
hereafter  to  pafs  through  thofe  Streights  into  the 
South-Seas,    there  is   in  the  9th  plate  a  very  ac- 
curate draught  of  its  appearance,  where  (a)  re- 
prefcnts  the  Cape  itf .if.    Off  th».>  Cape  our  depth 
of  wtiter  was  from  thirty-five  to  forty-eight  fa- 
thom.     The  afternoon  of  this  day  was  very 
bright  and  clear,  with  fmall  breezes  of  wind,  in- 
clinable to  a  calm,    and  moft  of  the  Captains 
took  the  opportunity  of  this  favourable  weather 
to  pay  a  vifit  to  the  Commodore  -,  but  while 
they  were  in  company  together,   they  were  all 
greatly  alarmed  by  a  fudden  flame,  which  burft 
but  on  board  the  Glottceftery  and  which  was  flic- 
cecded  by  a  cloud  of  fmoak.     However,   they 
were  foon  relieved  from  their  apprehenfiems,  by 
receiving  information,  that  the  blaft  was  occa- 
fioned  by  a  fpark  of  fife  from  the  forge,  light- 
ing on  fome  gunpowder  and  other  combuftibles, 
which  ah  Officer  on  t)oai*d  was  preparing  for  ufe, 
in  cafe  we  fhouid  fall  in  w'th  the  Spani/h  fleet ; 
and  that  it  had  been  extinguifhed,  without  any 
damage  to  the  Ihip. 

We 
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We  here  found  what  was  conftantly  verified 
hy  ail  our  obfervations  in  theft  high  latitudes, 
that  fair  weather  was  always  of  an  exceeding  fliort 
duration,  and  that  when  it  was  remarkably  fine, 
it  was  a  certain  prefage  of  a  fuccceding  ftprm, 
for  the  calm  and  funlhinc  of  our  afternoon  ended 
in  a  moft  turbulent  night,  the  wind  freflining 
from  the  S.  W.  as  the  night  came  on,  and  en- 
creafmg  its  violence  continually  till  i^ine  in  the 
morning  the  next  day,  when  it  blew  fo  hard, 
that  we  were  obliged  to  bring  to  with  the  fqua- 
dron,  and  to  continue  under  a  reefed  mizen  till 
eleven  at  night,  having  in  that  time  from  forty- 
three  to  fifty-feven  fathom  water,  with  black 
fand  and  gravel ;  and  by  an  obfervation  wc  had 
at  noon,  we  concluded  a  current  had  let  us 
twelve  miles  to  the  fouthwardof  our  reckoning. 
Towards  midnight,  the  wind  abating,  wc  made 
fail  again  •,  and  fleering  South,  wc  difcoveriid  in 
the  morning  for  the  firft  tinie  the  land,  called 
'terra  del  Fuego^  ftretching  from  the  S.  by  W, 
to  the  S.  E.  f  E.  This  indeed  afforded  us  but  a 
very  uncomfortable  profpedb,  it  appearing  of  a 
ihipendous  height,  covered  every  where  with 
fnow.  And  though  the  drearinefs  of  thU  f<;cne 
can  be  but  imperfedlly  reprefented  by  any  Pf^w- 
ing,  yet  the  tenth  plate  coows  fo  <g^(a^  9  ^e- 
Imeation  of"  the  form  of  the  country,  tjiat  i|  njay 
greatly  afTifl  thie  reader  in  franking  foipe  idea  of 
this  uncouth  and  rygged  coaft.  In  thiy  draw- 
ing (a)  is  the  opening  pf  Streights  Le  JMaire^ 
{b)  Cz^zSu  Di^Oj  (1)  (2)  (3)  the  thwe  hills, 


:i  1 


I: 


"I?!. 


u     > 


■muM 


■■       '  1 1'  f 


It 


^ 


H4 


uUtA 


'f    j  ! 


'iBJ 


I  j 


v1 


■!    -ill     ' 


(  104  ) 
called  the  tliree  brotliers,  and  (4)  Montegordat 
^  highland  which  lies  up  in  the  country,  and 
appears  over  the  three  brothers.  We  fteercd 
along  this  fliore  all  day,  having  foundings  from 
forty  to  fifty  fathom,  with  ftones  and  {gravel. 
And  as  we  intended  to  pafs  through  Streights 
Le  Maire  next  day,  we  lay  to  at  night,  that  we 
might  nQt  pverlhoot  them,  and  took  this  oppor- 
tunity to  prepare  ourfclvcs  for  the  ren^pcftuous 
<climate  we  were  foon  to  be  engaged  in  i  with 
which  view,  we  employed  ourfelvcs  goud  pari: 
of  the  night  in  bending  an.  entire  nev/  fiiic  of 
fails  to  the  yards.  At  four  the  next  morning, 
being  tl^e  7th  of  Mtirch^  w^  made  fail,  and  at 
fight  {iiw  the  land  ;  and  foon  after  v/e  began- to 
open  the  Streights,  at  which  time  Cape  St,  James 
bore  from  us  E.  S.  K,  Cape  St.  Vincent  S.  1£.  i  E, 
the  rniddlernoft  of  the  three  brothers  S.  and 
)?y  ^»  Montegorda  Sooth,  and  Cape  St.  Bariho- 
Icmew^  which  is  the  fouthermoft  point  of  Stat  en- 
land,  E.  S.  E.  The  appearance  of  the  Streights 
jn  this  fituation,  is  reprefented  in  the  eleventh 
■plate,  where  {a)  is  part  of  Staten-land^  ib)  Cape 
St.  Bartholomew,  {c)  part  of  Terra  del  Fuegdy 
(dy  lioxt  Maurice,  and  (e)  fuppofed  to  be  Valeu- 
tineas  bay,  or  the  bay  of  good  fuccefs.  And 
"here  I  liiuft  obftrve,  that  Frezier  has  given  us  a 
very  correft  profpeft  of  the  part  of  Terra  del 
Fuego,  which  borders  on  the  Streights,  but  has 
ij'miiitA  xiiit, of  Sfaten-land,  which  ferms  the  op- 
pofite  ihore :  Hence  we  found  *:  difficult  to 
'dfitermihe  exaftly  where  the  Streights  lay,  till 
i  m;;/n:.;v'  ;V,    ;.,.         -      "  they 
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they  began  to  open  to  our  view  •,  and  for  w.mt 
of  this,  if  we  had  not  happened  to  have  coafted 
a  confidcrable  way  along  fl\ore,  we  might  have 
miffed  the  Streights,  and  have  got  to  the  eaft- 
ward  of  Staten-land  before  we  knew  it.     This 
is  an  accident  that  has  happened  to  many  (hips 
particularly,  as  Frezier  mentions,  to  the  /wtvrr- 
nation  and  Concord  -,  who  intending  to  pafs  through 
3treghts  Le  Maire,  were  deceived  by  three  hills 
on  Staten-land  like  the  three  brothers,  and  fome 
creeks  refembling  thofe  of  Terra  del  Fuego^  and 
thereby  over-(hot  the  Streights.  To  prevent  thefe 
accidents  for  the  future,  there  is  added,  in  the  1 2th 
Plate,  the  Weft  profpe<5t  of  Staten-land,  where 
{a)  is  Cape  St.  Biego,  on  Terra  delFuego,  {b)  Cape 
St.  Bartholomew^  on  Staten-land.     This  Drawing 
will  hereafter  render  it  impoflible  for  any  (hips 
to  be  deceived  in  the  manner  abovemcntioned, 
or  to  find  any  difficulty  in  diftinguiHiing  the 
points  of  land  by  which  the  Streights  are  formed. 

And  on  occafion  of  this  profped  of  Staten- 
land  here  inferted,  I  cannot  but  remark,  that 
though  Terra  del  Fuego  had  an  afpe^l:  extremely 
barren  and  defojate,  yet  this  Ifland  of  Staten- 
land  far  furpaffes  it,  in  the  wildnefs  and  horror 
of  its  appearance:  It  feeming  to  be  entirely con>- 
pofed  of  inaccefllble  rocks,  withoutthe  leaft  mix- 
ture of  earth  or  mould  between  them.  Thefe 
rocks  terminate  in  a  vaft  numbep  of  ragged  points, 
which  fpire  up  to  a  prodigious  height,  and  are  all 
of  them  covered  with  everlafting  fnow ;  the  points 
themfelves  are  on  every  fide  furrounded  with 
frightful  precipices,   and  oftQi  overhang  in  a 
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mofi:  aftoniihing  luanupr  -,  ajid  the  hiil:»  wiiich 
bear  them,  are  generally  feparatcd  tVom  each 
otlier  by  narrow  clefts,  which  appear  as  if  the 
country  had  been  rent  by  earthquakes ;  for  thefe 
chafms  are  nearly  perpendicular,  and  extend 
through  the  fubftance  of  the  main  rocks,  almod 
to  their  very  bottoms :  So  that  nothing  can  be 
imagined  more  favage  and  gloomy,  than  the  whol? 
afpedt  of  this  coaft.     But  to  proceed,      ,      , , 

I  have  above-mentioned,  tlvit  on  the  7th  of 
March,  in  the  morning,  we  opened  Streights 
Le  Maire,  and  foon  after,  or  about  ten  o'clock, 
the  Pearl  and  the  Tryal  being  ordered  to  keep 
a-head  of  the  fquadron,  we  entered  them  with 
fair  weather  and  a  brifk  gale,  and  were  hurried 
through  by  the  rapidity  of  the  tide  in  about  two 
hours,  though  they  arc  between  feven  and  eight 
leagues  in  length.  As  thefe  Streights  are  oken 
confidered  as  the  boundary  between  the  Atlan- 
tfck  and  Pacifick  Oceanr^,  and  as  we  prefumed 
we  had  nothing  now  before  us  but  an  open  fea, 
till  we  arrived  on  thofe  opulent  coafts  where  all 
our  hopes  .ind  wiflies  centered,  we  could  not 
help  flattering  ourfelvcs,  that  the  greateft  difficul- 
ty of  our  palThge  was  now  at  an  end,  and  that  our 
moft  fiinguine  dreams  were  upon  the  point  of 
being  realifed ;  and  hence  we  indulged  our  ima- 
ginations in  thofe  romantick  fchemes,  which 
the  fancied  poffeflion  of  the  Chilian  gold  and 
Peruvian  filver  might  be  conceived  to  infpire. 
Thefe  joyous  ideas  were  heightened  by  the  bright- 
nefs  of  the  fky,  and  the  ferenity  of  the  weather, 
which  was  indeed  moft  remarkably  pleafing  j  for 
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tho'  the  winri^r  wa?!  now  advancing  apace,  yet 
the  morning  ot  this  day,  in  its  brilliancy  and 
mildncfs,  gave  place  to  none  we  had  fern  fince 
our  departure  from  Engliind.  Thus  animated 
by  thcfe  delulions,  wc  travers'd  thcfc  memorable 
Streights,  ignorant  of  the  dreadful  calamities  th»t 
were  then  impending,  and  juft  ready  to  break 
upon  us  i  ignorant  that  the  time  drew  near, 
when  the  fquadron  would  be  feparated  never  to 
unite  again,  and  that  this  day  of  our  paflage  wai 
the  lad  chearful  day  that  the  greateft  part  of  us 
would  ever  live  to  enjoy. 
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V    •''   ;'  CHAP.    VIII. 

From  Streights  Le  Maire  to  Cape  ISJoir, 

WE  had  fcarcely  reachetl  the  fouthern  ex- 
tremity of  the  Streights  of  Le  Maire, 
when  our  flattc^ring  hopes  were  iiiflantly  loft  in 
the  apprchenfions  of  immediate  dcftrudion ;  For 
before  the  fternmoft  fhips  of  the  fquadron  were 
clear  of  the  Streights,  the  ferenity  of  the  (ky  was 
fuddenly  changed,  and  gave  us  all  the  prefages 
of  an  impending  ftorm  i  and  immediately  the 
wind  fliifced  to  the  foutliward,  and  blew  in  fuch 
violent  fqiialls,  th;it  we  were  ubliiied  to  hiind 
our  top-iails,  and  red'  our  main-fail :  The  tide 
too,  whif^li  iiiid  hithcno  favoured  us,  now  turned 
againft  us,  and  drove  us  to  the  eaftward  v/ith 
prodigous  rapidity,  fo  th.it  we  were  in  great 
anxiety  for  the  H'flgcr  and  rhc  Jn!:i  Pink,  the  two 
fternmoft  vefTel?,  fearing  tliey  would  be  dafhed 
to  pieces  againic  the  fhore  of  S  tat  en-land  ^j  nor 
were  our  apprehenfions  vt  irhout  foundation,  for 
it  was  with  the  utmoft  difficulty  they  efcaped. 
Artd  now  the  whole  fquadron,  inftead  of  piir- 
fuing  their  intended  courfe  to  the  S.W,  were 
driven  to  the  eaftward  by  che  united  force  ot  the 
ftorm,  and  of  the  currents  j  fo  that  next  day  in 
the  morning  we  found  ourfclves  near  fcven  lea- 
gues to  the  eaftward  of  Statcn-land^  which  then 
]K>re  from,  us  N.W.  The  violence  of  the  current, 
w'hi^h  had  fet  us  with  fo  much  precipitation  to  the 
eaftward,  together  with  the  force  and  conftancy  of 
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the  wefterly  winds,  foon  taught  us  to  confider 
the  doubling  of   Cape   Horn  as  an  ente-prize, 
that  might  prove  too  mighty  for  our  efForcs, 
though  feme  amongft  us  had  lately  treated  the 
difficulties  which  former  voyagers  were  faid  to 
have  met  with  in  this  undertaking,  as  little  better 
than  chimerical,  and  had  fuppofed  them  to  arife 
rather  from  timidity  and  unflcilfulnefs,  than  from., 
the  real  embarraffments  of  the  winds  and  feas  ; 
but  we  were  feverely  convinced,  that  thefe  cen- 
fures  were  rafli  and  ill-grounded :  For  the  dif- 
trefles  with  which  we  ftruggled,  during  the  three 
fucceeding  months,  will  not  eafily  be  paralleled 
in  the  relation  of  any  former  naval  expedition. 
This  will,  I  doubt  not,  be  readily  allowed  by 
thofe  who  (hall  carefully  perufe  the  enfuing  nar^ 
ration. 

From  the  ftorm  which  came  on  before  we 
had  well  got  clear  of  Streights  Le  Maire,  -we 
had  a  continual  fuccefiion  of  fuch  tempelluous 
weather,  as  furprized  the  oldeft  and  moft  ex- 
perienced Mariners  on  board,  and  obliged  them 
to  confefs,  that  what  they  had  hitherto  called 
ftorms  were  inconfiderable  gales,  compared  with 
the  violence  of  thefe  winds,  which  raifed  fuch 
Ihort,  and  at  the  fame  time  fuch  mountainous 
waves,  as  greatly  furpafled  in  danger  all  feas 
known  in  any  other  part  of  the  globe :  And  it 
was  not  without  great  reafon,  that  this  unufual 
appearance  filled  us  with  continual  terror  •,  for 
had  any  one  of  thefe  waves  broke  fairly  over  us, 
it  muft,  in  all  probability,  have  fent  us  to  the 
bottom.     Nor  did  we  cfcapc  with  terror  only  i 

for 


1-  'tn 

:f    ii     'I 


i'l;; 


I 


I'l 


^i'M 


r^i 


^r  M 


1'  r! 


' 


'  '•  iffl  I 


(    MO   ) 

ioi  the  fhip  rolling  incdrantly  gunwale  to,  gave 
us  Inch  quick  and  violent  motions,  that  the 
men  were  m  perpetual  danger  of  being  daihed 
to  pieces  againft  the  decks,  or  fides  pf  the  fhip. 
And  though  we  were  extremely  careful  to  fe- 
curc  ourfelves  from  thefe  Ihocks,  by  grafping 
fomc  fixed  body,  yet  many  of  our  people  were 
forced  from  their  hold;  fome  of  whom  were  killed, 
and  others  greatly  injured  j  in  particular,  one 
of  our  beft  feamcn  was  canted  over-board  and 
drowned,  another  diflocated  his  neck,  a  third 
was  thrown  into  the  main-hold  and  broke  his 
thigJi,  and  one  of  our  Boatfwain's  Mates  broke 
his  collar-bone  twice  ;  not  to  mention  many 
other  accidents  of  the  fame  kind.  Thefe  tem- 
pefts,  fo  dreadful  in  themfelves,  though  unat- 
tended by  any  other  unfavourable  circumftance, 
were  yet  rendered  more  mifchievous  to  us  by 
tfecir  inequality,  and  the  deceitful  intervals  which 
they  at  fometimes  afforded  •,  for  though  we  were 
oftentimes  obliged  to  lie  to  for  days  together  un- 
der a  reefed  mizen,  and  were  fometimes  reduced 
to  lie  at  the  mercy  of  the  waves  under  our  bare 
poles,  yet  now  and  then  we  ventured  to  make  fail 
with  our  courfes  double  reefed  •,  and  the  weather 
proving  more  tolerable,  would  perhaps  encou- 
rage us  to  fet  our  top-fails;  after  which,  the  wind, 
iJnthout  any  previous  notice,  would  return  upon 
Us  with  redoubled  force,  and  would  in  an  inftant 
rear  our  fails  from  the  yards.  And  that  no  circum- 
ftance might  be  wanting  which  could  aggrandize 
our  diftrefs,  thefe  blafts  generally  brouglit  with 
lliem  a  great  qup.ntiry  of  fnow  and  fleet,  which 
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cafed  our  rigging,  and  froze  our  fails,  thereby 
rendring  theiti  and  our  cordage  brittle,  and  apt 
to  fnap  upon  the  flighted  ftrain,  adding  great 
difficulty  and  labour  to  the  working  of  the  fhip, 
benumbing  the  limbs  of  our  people,  and  making 
them  incapable  of  exerting  themfelves  with  their 
ufual  adivity,  and  even  difabliiig  many  of  them, 
by  mortifying  their  toes  and  fingers.  It  were  in- 
deed endlefs  to  enumerate  the  various  difafters  of 
different  kinds  which  befel  us-,  and  I  fhall  only 
mention  the  moft  material,  which  will  fufficicntly 
evince  the  calamitous  condition  of  the  whole 
fquadron,  during  the  courle  of  this  navigation. 

It  was  on  the  7th  of  Marchy  as  hath  been  al- 
ready obferved,  that  we  pafled  Streights  Le  Maire^ 
and  were  immediately  afterwards  driven  to  the 
eaftward  by  a  violent  ftorm,  and  the  force  of  the 
current  which  fet  that  way.  For  the  four  or  five 
fucceeding  days  we  had  hard  gales  of  wind  from 
the  fame  quarter,  with  a  moft  prodigious  fwell;  fo 
that  though  we  ftood,  during  all  that  time,  to- 
wards the  S.  W,  yet  we  had  no  reafon  to  imagine, 
we  had  made  any  way  to  the  weftward.  In  this 
interval  we  had  frequent  fqualls  of  rain  and  fnow, 
and  Ihipped  great  quantities  of  water  i  after  which^ 
for  three  or  four  days,  though  the  feas  ran  moun- 
tains hign,  yet  the  weather  was  rather  more 
moderate :  But,  on  the  1 8  th,  we  had  again  iirong 
gales  of  wind  with  extreme  cold,  and  at  mid- 
night the  main  top-fail  fplit,  and  one  of  the 
Ilraps  of  the  main  dead  eyes  broke.  From  hence, 
to  the  23d,  the  weather  was  more  favourable, 
though  often  intermixed  with  rain  and  fleet,  and 
fomc  hard  gales  j  but  as  the  waves  did  not  fub- 
z  fide. 
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fide,  the  fhlp,  by  labouring  in  tliis  lofty  lea# 
was  now  grown  fo  loofc  in  her  upper  works^ 
tliat  flie  let  in  the  water  at  every  feam,  fo  that 
every  part  within  board  was  conftantly  expofed 
to  the  fea- water,  and  fcarcely  any  of  the  Officers 
ever  lay  in  dry  beds.  Indeed  it  was  very  rare, 
that  two  nights  ever  pafled  without  many  of  them 
being  driven  from  their  beds,  by  the  deluge  of 
water  that  came  upon  them. 

On  the  23d,  we  had  a  moft  violent  dorm  of 
wind,  liail,  and  rain,  with  a  very  great  fea  •,  and 
though  we  handed  the  main  top-fail  before  the 
height  of  the  fquall,  yet  we  found  the  yard  fprung  j 
and  foon  after  the  foot-rope  of  the  main-fail  break- 
ing, the  main-fail  itfclf  fplit  inftantly  to   lags, 
and,  in  fpite  of  our  endeavours  to  fave  it,  much 
the  greater  part  of  it  was  blown  over-board.     On 
this,  the  Commodore  made  the  fignal  for  the 
fquadron  to  bring  to;  and  the  ftorm  at  length 
flattening  to  a  calm,  we  had  an  opportunity  of 
getting  down  our  main  top-fail  yard  to  put  the 
C^per\ters  at  work  upon  it,  and  of  repairing 
out  rigging  i  after  which,  having  bent  a  new 
mainfaiJ,  we  got  under  fail  again  with  a  mode- 
rate breeze :  but  in  lefs  than  twentv-four  hours 
we  were  attacked  by  another  ftorm  ftill  more  fu- 
rious than  the  former  ;  for  it  proved  a  pejfeft 
hurricane,  and  reduced  us  to  the  neceflity  of  ly- 
ing to  under  our  bare  poles.     As  our  fhip  kept 
the  wind  better  than  any  of  the  reft,  we  were 
objiged,  in  the  afternoon,  to  wear  fliip,  in  or- 
der to  join  the  fquadron  to  the  leeward,  which 
otherwife  we  fhould  have  been  m  danger  of  lof- 
ing  in  the  night :  And  as  we  dared  not  venture 
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ttiy  fail  abroad,  we  were  obliged  to  make  ufe  of 
an  expedient,  which  anfwered  our  pui^pofe  ^  this 
was  putting  the  helm  a  weather,  and  manning 
the  fore-fhrouds :  But  though  this  method  proved 
fuccefiful  for  the  end  intended,  yet  in  the  exe- 
cution, of  it,  one  of  our  ableft  feaman  was  canted 
Over-board ;  and  notwithftanding  the  prodigious 
agitation  of  the  waves,  we  perceived  that  he 
fwam  very  ftrong,  and  it  was  with  the  utmoft 
concern  that  we  found  ourfelves  incapable  of  af- 
fifting  him  -,  and  we  were  the  more  grieved  at  his 
unhappy  fate,  (ince  we  loft  fight  of  him  ftrug- 
gling  with  the  waves,  and  conceived  from  the 
manner  in  which  he  fwam,  that  he  might  con- 
tinue fenfible,  for  a  confider?-bie  time  longer,  of 
the  horror  attending  his  irretrievable  fituation. 

Before  this  laft  mentioned  ftorm  was  quite 
abated,  we  found  two  of  our  main-fhrouds  and 
one  mizen-lhroud  broke,  all  which  we  knotted* 
and  fet  up  immediately  v  and  from  hence  we  had 
an  interval  of  three  or  four  days  lefs  tempeftuous 
than  ufual,  but  accompanied  with  a  thick  fog,  in 
which  we  were  obliged  to  fire  guns  almoft  every 
half  hour,  to  keep  our  fquadron  together.  On 
the  31ft,  we  were  alarmed  by  a  gun  fired  from 
the  Gloucefief^  and  a  fignal  made  by  her  to  fpiak 
with  the  Commodore  j  we  immediately  bore 
down  to  her,  and  were  prepared  to  hear  of  fome 
terrible  difafter  ;  but  we  were  apprized  of  it  be- 
fore we  joined  her,  for  we  faw  that  her  mairi- 
yard  was  broke  in  the  flings.  This  was  a  griev- 
ous misfortune  to  us  all  at  this  junfture  j  as  it  was 
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obvious  It  would  prove  an  hindrance  to  our  fail- 
ing, and  would  detain  us  the  longer  in  thefe  in- 
hofpitable  latitudes.  But  our  future  fuccefs  and 
fiifety  was  not  to  be  promoted  by  repining,  but 
by  refolution  and  adlivity  i  and  therefore,  that 
this  unlucky  incident  might  delay  us  as  little  as 
poflible,  the  Commodore  ordered  feveral  Car- 
penters to  be  put  on  board  the  Gloucejler  from 
the  other  ihips  of  the  fquadron,  in  order  to  re- 
pair her  damage  with  the  utmoft  expedition. 
And  the  Captain  of  the  Tryal  complaining  at  the 
fame  tinie>  that  his  pumps  were  fobad,  and  the 
Hoop  made  fo  great  a  quantity  of  water,  tliat  he 
yras  fcarcely  able  to  keep  her  free,  the  Commo- 
dore ordered  him  a  pump  ready  fitted  from  his 
own  (hip.  It  was  very  fortunate  for  the  Ghu- 
cejhr  and  the  Tryal^  that  the  weather  proved 
more  tuvourable  this  day  than  for  many  days, 
both  before  and  after  -,  fince  by  this  means  they 
were  enabled  to  receive  the  affiftance  which 
fcemed  eflcntial  to  their  prefervation,  and  which 
they  could  fcarcely  have  had  at  any  other  time, 
as  it  would  have  been  extremely  hazardous  to 
have  ventured  a  boat  on  board. 

The  next  day,  that  is,  on  th^  ift  of  jlpril, 
the  weatlier  returned  again  to  its  cuftolnary  bias, 
the  fky  looked  dark  and  gloomy,  and  the  wind 
began  to  freflien  and  to  blow  in  fqualls  •,  how- 
ever,, it  was  not  yet  fo  boifterous,  as  to  prevent 
our  carrying  our  top-fails  clofe  reefed  ;  but  its 
ri]:)pca]Mnc.e  was  fuch,  as  plainly  prognofticated 
ikit  a  itill  fevercr  teni|^e{!:  was  ?X  hand  :  And  ac- 
cordingly. 
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tordlngly,  on  the  3d  of  yIpriU  ther6  came  on  a 
ftorm,  which  both  in  its  riolcnce  and  continui- 
tioft  (for  it  laftcd  three  days)  exceeded  all  that 
we  had  hitherto  encountered.  In  its  firft  onfct 
we  received  a  i'urious  Ihock  from  a  fea  which 
broke  upon  our  larboard  quarter,  where  it  ftove 
in  the  quarter  gallery,  and  rufhed  into  the  (hip 
like  a  deluge  j  our  rigging  too  fuffered  ex- 
tremely >  for  one  of  the  ftraps  of  the  main  dead- 
eyes  was  broke,  as  was  alfo  a  main-lhroud  and 
puttock-Ihroud,  fo  that  to  eafe  the  ftrefs  upon 
the  mafts  and  ftirouds,  we  lowered  both  our 
main  and  fore-yards,  and  furled  all  our  failsj 
and,  in  this  pofture  we  lay  to  for  three  days,  when 
the  ftorm  fomewhat  abating,  we  ventured  to 
make  fail  under  our  courfes  only  •,  but  even  this 
we  could  not  do  long,  for,  the  next  day,  which 
was  tlie  7th,  we  had  another  gale  of  vv^ind,  with 
lightning  and  rain,  which  obliged  us  to  lie  to 
iigain  all  night.  It  was  wonderful,  that  not* 
withftanding  the  hard  weather  we  had  endured, 
no  extraordinary  accident  had  happened  to  any 
of  the  fquadron  fmce  the  breaking  of  the  G/o.v- 
/■f/?^r*s  main-yard  :  But  this  wonder  ibon  ceafed  -, 
for  at  three  the  next  morning,  feveral  guns  were 
fired  to  keward  as  fignals  of  diftrefs.  And  the 
Commodore  making  a  fignal  foi-  tin-  fquadron  to 
bring  to,  we,  at  day-break,  fitw  the  Ji^'ager  a 
confiderable  way  to  keward  of  any  of  the  other 
fhips  i  and  we  foon  perceived  tliut  Ihe  had  loft 
her  niizen-niaft,  and  main  top-fail  yard.  Wc 
immediately  bore  down  to  her,  and  found  this 
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^ifafter  had  arifen  from  the  badnefs  of  her  iron 
work  ;  for  all  the  chain-plates  to  windward  had 
given  way,  upon  the  fhip*s  fetching  a  deep  roll. 
This  proved  the  more  unfortunate  to  the  ff^ager, 
as  her  Carpenter  had  been  on  board  the  Gloucejier 
ever  fince  the  31ft  of  Marchy  and  the  weather 
was  now  too  fevere  to  permit  him  to  return  : 
Nor  was  the  IVager  the  only  Ihip  of  the  fquadron 
that  had  fuffered  in  the  late  tempeft ;  for,  the 
next  day,  a  fignal  of  diftrefs  was  made  by  the 
Anna  Pink,  and,  upon  fpeaking  with  the  Ma- 
iler, we  learnt  that  they  had  broke  their  fore-ftay 
and  the  gammon  of  the  bow-lprit,  and  were  in 
no  fmall  danger  of  having  all  the  mafts  come  by 
the  board  •,  fo  that  we  were  obliged  to  bear  away 
until  they  had  made  all  faft,  after  which  we 
haled  upon  a  wind  again. 

And  now,  after  all  our  foHcItude,  and  the 
numerous  ills  of  eveiy  kind,  to  which  we  had 
been  inceflantly  expofed  for  near  forty  days,  we 
had  great  confolatior\  in  the  flattering  hopes  wc 
entertained,  that  our  fatigues  were  drawing  to  a 
period,  and  that  we  fhould  foon  arrive  in  a  more 
hofpitable  climate,  where  we  fhould  be  amply 
rtpayed  for  all  our  pafl:  fufferings.  For,  to- 
wards the  latter  end  of  March,  we  were  ad- 
vanced, by  our  reckoning,  near  10°  to  the  weft- 
ward  of  the  weftcrmoft  point  of  Terra  del  Fuego, 
and  this  allowance  being  double  what  former 
Navigators  have  thought  neceflary  to  be  taken, 
in  order  to  compenfate  the  drift  of  the  eaftern 
current,  we  efteemed  ourfelves  to  be  well  ad- 
vanced within  the  limits  of  the  fouthern  Ocean, 
4  and 
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and  had  therefore  been  ever  fince  (landing  to  the 
northward  with  as  much  expedition,  as  the  tur- 
bulence of  the  weather,  and  our  frequent  dif- 
afters  permitted.  And,  on  the  1 3th  of  y^pr/7, 
we  were  but  a  degree  in  latitude  to  the  fouth- 
ward  of  the  Weft  entrance  of  the  Streights  of 
Magellan  ;  fo  that  we  fully  expeded,  in  a  very 
few  days,  to  have  experienced  the  celebrated 
tranquility  of  the  Pacifick  Ocean. 

But  thefe  were  delufions  which  only  ferved  to 
render  our  difappointment  more  terrible  •,    for 
the  next  morning,  between  one  and  two,  as  we 
were  ftanding  to  the  northward,  and  the  weather, 
which  had  till   then   been   hazy,     accidentally 
cleared  up,  the  Pink  made  a  fignal  for  feeing 
land  right  a-head  \  and  it  being  but  two  miles 
diftant,  we  were  all  under  the  moft  dreadful  ap- 
prehenfions  of  running  on  fhorci    which,  had 
either  the   wind   blown  from  its  ufual  quarter 
with  its  wonted  vigour,  or  had  not  the  moon 
fuddenly  Ihone  out,  not  a  fhip  amongft  us  could 
poflibly  have  avoided :    But  the  wind,    wliich 
fome  few  hours  before  blew  in  fqualls  from  the 
S.  W,  having  fortunately  Ihifted  to  W.  N.  W^ 
we  were  enabled  to  ftand  to  the  fouthward,  and 
to  clear  ourfelves  of  this  unexpefted  danger  i  fo 
that  by  noon  we  had  gained  an  offing  '^f  near 
twenty  leagues. 

By  the  latitude  of  this  land  we  fell  in  witli» 
it  was  agreed  to  be  a  part  of  Terra  del  ruegc^ 
near  the  fouthern  outlet  dcfcribed  in  Frezier's 
Chart  of  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  and  was 
fuppofed  to  be  tliat  point  called  by  him  Cape 
Noir.    It  was  indeed  moft  wonderful,  that  the 
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currents  (hould  have  driven  us  to  the  caftward 
with  fuch  ftrength ;  for  the  whole  fquadron 
cfteemed  themfelves  upwards  of  ten  degrees  jnore 
wefterly  than  this  land,  fo  that  in  running  down» 
by  our  account,  about  nineteen  degrees  of  longi- 
tude, we  had  not  really  advanced  above  half  that; 
diftance.  And  now,  inftead  of  having  our  la- 
bours and  anxieties  relieved  by  approaching  a 
warmer  climate  and  more  tranquil  feas,  we  w^e 
to  fteer  again  to  the  fouthward,  and  were  again 
to  combat  thofe  weftern  blafts,  which  had  fo  of- 
ten terrified  us  -,  and  this  too,  when  we  were 
weakned  by  our  men  falling  fick,  and  dying 
apace,  and  when  our  fpirits,  dcjcftcd  by  a  long 
continuance  at  (en,  and  by  our  late  difappoint- 
ment,  were  much  lefs  capable  of  fupporting  us 
in  the  various  difficulties,  which  we  could  not 
but  expect  in  this  new  undertaking.  Add  to  all 
this  too,  the  difcouiagement  we  received  by  the 
diminution  of  the  ftrength  of  the  fquadron  ;  for 
three  days  before  this,  we  loft  fight  of  the  Se- 
vern and  the  Pearl  in  the  morning  i  and  though 
we  fpread  our  ftiips,  and  beat  about  for  fome 
time,  yet  we  never  faw  them  more  ;  whence  we 
had  apprehenfions  tliat  they  too  might  liave 
f  ilien  in  with  this  land  in  the  night,  and  by  being 
lefs  favoured  by  the  wind  and  the  moon  than  we 
were,  might  have  run  on  ftiore  and  have  pe- 
rifhed.  Full  of  thcfe  dejefted  thoughts  and 
gloomy  prefjges,  we  ftood  away  to  the  S.  W, 
prepared  by  our  late  difafter  to  fufpedl,  that  how 
large  foevcran  allowance  we  made  in  our  wcfting 
for  the  drift  of  tlie  eaftern  current,  we  might  ftiJl, 
upon  a  fccond  trial,  perhaps  find  it  infufficient. 
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Obfervations  and  dircdlions  for  facilitating  the 
paflage  of  our  future  Cruifers  round  Cape 
liorn. 


il        !v 
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TH  E  improper  feafon  of  the  year  in  which 
we  attempted  to  double  Cape  Horriy  and 
to  which  is  to  be  in^puted  the  difappointincnt 
(recited  in  the  foregoing  chapter)  in  falling  in 
with  Terra  del  Fuego,  when  we  reckoned  our- 
felves  at  leaft  a  hundred  leagues  to  the  weftward 
of  that  whole  coaft,  and  confcquently  well  ad- 
vanced into  the- Pacifid  Ocean  i  this  unfeafonable 
navigation,  I  fay,  to  which  we  were  neceflltatcd 
by  our  too  late  departure  from  England,  was  the 
fatal  fource  of  all  the  misfortunes  we  afterwards 
encountered.     For  from  hence  proceeded  the  fe- 
paration  of  our  fhips,  the  deftrudion  of  our  peo- 
ple, the  ruin  of  our  projed  on  Baldivia,  and  of 
all  our  other  views  on  the  Spanijb  places,  and  the 
redudion  of  our  fquadron  from  the  formidable 
condition  in  which  it  pafled  Streights  Le  Maire, 
to  a  couple  of  fluttered  half  manned  cruifers  am.! 
A  floop,  fo  far  difabi  J,  that  in  many  climates 
they  fcarcely  durft  have  put  to  fea.     To  prevent 
therefore,  as  much  as  in  me  lies,  all  fiiips  here- 
after bound  to  the  South-Seas  from  fiifflring  the 
fame  calamities,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  infcrt  in 
this  place,  fuch  diredions  and  obfervations,  as 
cither  my  own  experience  and  refledion,  or  the 
converfe  of  the  moft  fliilful  Navigators  on  boaid 
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the  fquadron  could  furnifh  me  with,  in  rclatlort 
to  the  mod  eligible  manner  of  doubling  Cape 
Horn^  whether  in  regard  to  the  feafon  of  the 
year,  the  courfe  proper  to  be  ftccred,  or  the 
places  of  refrefhment  both  on  the  Eaft  and  Wcft- 
fidc  of  Saulb-Jmerica. 

And  firft  with  regard  to  the  proper  place  for 
refrefliment  on  the  Eaft-fide  of  Sstitb-America' 
For  this  purpofe  the  Ifland  of  St.  Catherine's  has 
been  ufuilly  recommended  by  former  writers, 
and  on  their  faith  we  put  in  there,   as  has  been 
formerly  mentioned  :  But  the  treatment  we  met 
with,    and   the  fmall  ftore  of  refrefhments  we 
could  procure  there,  are  fuffieient  reafons  to  ren- 
der all  /hips  for  the  future  cautious,  how  they 
trufl  thcmfelves  in  the  government  of  Don  Jofe 
Siha  de  Paz  \  for  they  may  certainly  d"-oend  on 
having  their  ftrength,  condition  and  (        ns  be- 
trayed to  the  Spaniards,  as  far  as  t}\c  knowledge, 
the  Governor  can  procure  of  thefe  particulars, 
will  give  leave.     And  as  this  treacherous  con  • 
dudl  is  infpired  by  the  views  of  private  gain,  in 
the  illicit  commerce  carried  on  to  the  river  ol 
Plate,  rather  than  by  any  national  affeftion  which 
the  Poriuguefe  bear  the  Spaniards,  the  fame  per- 
fidy may  perhaps  be  expelled  from  moft  of  the 
Governors  of  the  Brazil  coaft  •,  fince  thefe  fmug- 
gling  engagements  arc  doubtlefs  very  extenfivc 
and  general.     And  though  the  Governors  fhould 
themfelves  deteft  [o  faithlefs  a  procedure,  yet  as 
fhips  are  perpetually  pafilng  from  fome  or  other 
pf  the  Brazil  ports  to  the  river  of  Plate,  the 
Spaniards  could  Icarcely  fail  of  receiving,   by 

this 


this  means,  cafual  intelligchce  of  any  Britijff 
Ihips  upon  the  coaft  •,  which,  however  impcrfc£t 
fuch  intelligence  might  be,  would  prove  of  dan- 
gerous import  to  the  views  and  intcrefts  of  thofc 
cruifers  who  were  thus  difcovered.       '.      * 

For  the  Spanijh  trade  in  the  South-Seas  running 
all  in  one  track  from  North  to  South,  with  very 
little  deviation  to  the  eaftward  or  wcftward,  it  is 
in  the  power  of  two  or  three  cruifers,  properly 
Rationed  in  different  parts  of  this  track,  to  poflTefs 
themfclves  of  every  (hip  that  puts  to  fea  :  But 
this  is  only  fo  long  as  they  can  continue  concealed 
from  the  neighbouring  coaft  j  for  the  inftant  an 
enemy  is  known  to  be  in  thofe  feas,  all  naviga- 
tion is  ftopped,  and  confequently  all  captures  are 
at  an  end  •,  fince  the  Spaniards^  well  apprized  of 
thefe  advantages  of  the  enem^ ,  fend  cxpreflcs 
along  the  coaft,  and  lay  a  general  embargo  on 
all  their  trade  -,  a  meafure,  which  they  pruden- 
tially  forefee,  will  not  only  prevent  their  veffels 
being  taken,  but  will  foon  lay  any  cruifers,  who 
have  not  ftrength  fufficicnt  to  attempt  their 
places,  under  a  neceftity  of  returning  home. 
tiencc  then  appears  the  great  importance  of  con- 
cealing all  expeditions  of  this  kind  •,  and  hence 
too  it  follov/s,  how  extremely  prejudicial  that 
intelligence  may  prove,  which  is  given  by  the 
Portuguefe  Governors  to  the  Spaniards^  in  rela- 
tion to  the  defigns  of  fiiips  touching  at  the  ports 
of  Brazil. 

However,  notwitjiftanding  the  inconvenien- 
cies  we  have  mentioned  of  touching  on  the  coaft 
of  Brazil,  it  will  oftentimes  happen,  that  fhips 
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bound  I  Jiind  Cape  Horn  will  be  obliged  to  call 
there  for  a  fupply  of  wood  and  water,  and  other 
refrefhments.  In  this  cafe  St.  Catherine's  is  the 
laft  place  I  would  recommend,  both  as  the  pro- 
per animals  for  a  live  ftock  at  fea,  as  hogs,  flicep 
and  fowls  cannot  be  procured  there,  (for  want 
of  which  we  found  ourfelves  greatly  diftrefleci, 
by  being  reduced  to  live  almoft  entirely  on  fait 
provifions)  but  alfo  becaufe  from  its  being  nearer 
the  river  of  Plate  tlian  many  of  their  other  fet- 
tlements,  the  inducements  and  conveniencies  oi 
betraying  us  are  much  ftronger.  The  place  I 
would  recommend  is  Rio  Janeiro^  where  two  of 
our  fqua'  ron  put  in  after  they  were  feparated 
from  us  in  pafling  Cape  Horn  j  for  here,  as  I 
have  been  informed  by  one  of  the  Gentlemen  on 
beard  thofe  fhips,  any  quantity  of  hogs  and 
poultry  may  be  procured,  and  this  place  being 
more  diftant  from  the  river  of  Plate ^  the  diffi- 
culty of  intelligence  is  fomewhat  inlianced,  and 
confequently  the  chance  of  continuing  there  un- 
difcovered,  in  fome  degree  augmented.  Other 
meafures,  which  may  effedtually  obviate  all  thcfc 
embarraifments,  will  be  confidered  more  ar 
large  hereafter. 

And  now  I  proceed  to  the  confideration  of  the 
proper  courfe  to  be  fleered  for  doubling  Cape 
Horn.  And  here,  I  think,  I  am  liifficiently  au- 
thorifed  by  our  own  fatal  experience,  and  by  a 
careful  comparifon  and  examination  of  the  jour- 
nals of  former  Navigators,  to  give  this  piece  ol 
advice,  whicli  in  prudence  I  think  ought  never 
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to  be  departed  from :  That  is,  that  all  fliips  bound 
to  the  SoutlhSeas,  inftead  of  paflTmg  through 
Strcights  le  Moire,  Ihould  conftantly  pafs  to  die 
eaftward  of  Staten-land,  and  fliould  be  invariably 
bent  on  running  to  the  fouthward  as  far  as  the 
latitude  of  6i  or  62  degrees,  before  they  endea- 
vour to  ftand  to  the  weftward;  and  that  when 
they  are  got  into  that  latitude,  they  fliould  then 
make  fure  of  fufficient  wefting,"  before  they  onc^ 
think  of  fteering  to  the  ncrthward. 

But  as  diredlions  diametrically  oppofite  to  thefe 
have  been  formerly  given  by  other  writers,  it  is 
incumbent  on  me  to  produce  my  reafons  for  each 
part  of  this  maxim.  And  iirfl,  as  to  the  pailing 
to  the  eaftward  of  Staten-land.  TJioie  who  l^vc 
attended  to  ti. '.  rifque  we  ran  in  pafiing  freights 
Le  Maire,  the  danger  we  were  in  qf  being  driven 
upon  Staten-land  by  the  current,,  when,  though 
we  happily  efcaped  being  put  on  fhore,  we  w(?re 
yet  carried  to  the  eaftward  of  that  Ifland  : 
Thofe  who  reflect  on  this,  and  on  the  like 
accidents  which  have  happened  to  other  fhips, 
will  furely  not  efteem  it  prudent  to  pafs  through 
Streights  Le  Maire,  and  run  the  rifque  of  Ihip- 
wrcck,  and  after  ail  find  themfelves  no  farther 
to  the  weftward  (the  only  reafon  hitherto  given  for 
this  pradice)  than  they  might  have  been  in  the 
fame  time,  by  a  fecure  navigation  in  an  open  ^tz. 

And  next,  as  to  the  directions  I  have  given  for 
running  into  the  latitude  of  6i  or  62  South,  be- 
fore any  endeavour  is  made  to  ftand  to  ihe  weft- 
ward. The  realbns  for  this  precept  are,  that  in 
all  probability  the  violence  of  the  currents  will 
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he  hereby  avoided,  and  the  weather  will  prove 
lefs  tempeftuous  and  uncertain.  This  laft  cir- 
cumftance  weourfelvcs  experienced  mod  remark- 
ably i  for  after  we  had  unexpeftedly  fallen  in 
with  the  land,  as  has  been  mentioned  in  the  pre- 
ceding chapter,  we  flood  away  to  the  fouthward 
to  run  clear  of  it,  and  were  no  fooner  advanced 
into  fixty  degrees  or  upwards,  but  we  met  with 
much  letter  weather,  and  fmoother  water  than 
in  any  other  part  of  the  whole  paffage :  The  air  in- 
deed was  very  cold  and  (harp,  and  we  had  ftrong 
gales,  but  they  were  fteady  and  uniform,  and 
we  had  at  the  fame  time  funfhineand  a  clear  fky ; 
whereas  in  the  lower  latitudes,  the  winds  every 
now  and  then  intermitted,  as  it  were,  to  recover 
new  ftrength,  and  then  returned  fuddenly  in  the 
mod  violent  gufts,  threatening  at  each  blaft  the 
lofs  of  our  mafts,  which  muft  have  ended  in 
our  certain  deftruftion.  And  that  the  currents 
in  this  high  latitude  would  be  of  much  lefs  effi- 
cacy than  nearer  the  land,  feems  to  be  evinced 
from  thefe  confiderations,  that  all  currents  run 
with  greater  violence  near  the  fliore  than  at  fea, 
and  at  greater  diftances  from  Ihore  they  are 
fcarcely  perceptible  :  Indeed  the  reafon  of  this 
feems  fufficiently  obvious,  if  we  confider,  that 
conftant  currents  are,  in  all  probability,  produced 
by  conilant  winds,  the  wind  driving  before  it, 
though  with  a  flow  and  imperceptible  motion, 
a  large  body  of  water,  which  being  accumulated 
upon  any  coaft  that  it  meets  with,  this  fu^^erHu- 
ous  water  muft  efcapc  along  the  fhore  by  the 
endeavours  of  its  furtace,  to  reduce  itfelf  to  tb.c 
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fame  level  with  the  reft  of  the  Jcean."    And  it 
is  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  thofe  violent  gufts 
of  wind  wl^ch  we  experienced  near  the  Ihore, 
fo  vrery  different  from  what  we  found  in  the  la- 
titude of  fixty  degrees  and  upwards,  may  be  ow- 
ing to  a  fimilar  caufe  j  forawefterly  wind  almoft 
perpetually  prevails  in  the  fouthern  part  of  the 
Pacifick  Ocean  :  And  this  current  of  air  being  in- 
terrupted by  thofe  immenfe  hills  called  the  yf«^^j, 
and  by  the  mountains  onTerra  del  F«tf^<?, which  to- 
gether bar  up  the  whole  country  to  the  fouthward 
as  far  as  Cape  Horn^  a  part  of  it  only  can  efcape 
over  the  tops  of  thofe  prodigious  precipices, 
and  the  reft  muft  naturally  follow  the  dircftion  of 
the  coaft,  and  muft  range  down  the  land  to  the 
fouthward,  and  fweep  with  an  impetuous  and 
irregular  blaft  round  Cape  Horn,  and  the  fouther- 
moft  part  of  Terra  del  Fuego.     However,  not  to 
rely  on  thefe  fpeculations,  we  may,  I  believe, 
eftablifti,  as  inconteftable,  thefc  matters  of  fa<5t, 
that  both  the  rapidity  of  the  currents,  and  the 
violence  of  the  weftern  gales,  are  lefs  fenfible  in 
the  latitude  of  6i  or  62  degrees,  than  nearer  the 
Ihore  of  Terra  del  Fuego.  ,  t ,  ^-j  .*  .   .   x  >«  ^^  ;. 

But  though  I  am  fatisfied  both  from  our  own 
experience,  and  the  relations  of  other  Naviga- 
tors, of  the  importance  of  the  precept  I  here  in- 
lift  on,  that  of  running  into  the  latitude  of  61 
or  62  degrees,  before  any  endeavours  are  made 
to  ftand  to  the  weftward  ;  yet  I  would  advife  no 
(hips  hereafter  to  truft  fo  far  to  this  management, 
as  tonegleft  another  moft  eficntial  maxim,  which 
is  the  making  this  paflUgc  in  tlie  hcighth  of  fum- 
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mef,  that  IS,  Ih  the  months  of  "bettmbir  and 
Jattuayy ;  'a"rid  thfe  mcrfe  diftimt  the  time  of  pafling 
is  taken  frofii  this  feafon,  the  more  difaftrous  it 
may  be  feafohabfy  expiefted  to  provie.  Indeed, 
if  the  mere  violence  of  the  weftern  winds  be  con- 
fidered,  the  time  of  our  paflage,  which  was  about 
the  Equinox,  was  J)erhaps  the  moft  unfavourable 
feafon ;  but  theh  it  muft  be  conlidered,  that  in 
the  depth  of  winter  there  are  many  other  incon- 
vcniencies  to  be  apprehended  in  this  navigation, 
which  are  aimoft  infuperable  :  For  the  feverity 
of  the  cold,  and  the  fhortnefs  of  the  days,  would 
render  it  im|)rafticable  at  that  feafon  to  run  fo 
far  to  the  fouthward  as  is  here  recommended ; 
and  the  fam6  reafons  would  greatly  augment  the 
Salarms  of  failing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  an  un- 
known Ihore,  dreadful  in  its  appearance  in  the 
midft  of  fummer,  and  would  make  a  winter  na- 
vigation on  this  coaft  to  be,  of  all  others,  the 
moft  difmaying  and  terrible.  As  I  would  there- 
fore advife  all  ftiips  to  make  their  paiTage  in  Be- 
cetnher  and  January ^  if  poflible,  ib  I  would  warn 
them  never  to  attempt  the  feas  to  the  fouthward 
of  Cape  Horn^  after  the  month  of  March. 

And  now  as  to  the  remaining  confideration, 
that  is,  the  propereft  port  for  cruifcrs  to  refrefh 
iit  on  their  firft  arrival  in  the  South-Seas.  On 
this  head  there  is  fcarcely  any  choice,  the  Illand 
of  Juan  Fernandes  being  the  only  place  that  can 
hii  prudently  recommended  for  this  purpofe.  For 
thc;ugh  thtie  are  many  ports  on  the  wdtern  fide 
cf  Piiui^ciiu-y  between  the  Streights  of  Magellan 
he  ^^piiKijh  kttkiuem.  ^-c.  \^\:\i\  of  one  ot  which 
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will  be  referrecl  to  in  the  courfe  cf  this  work) 
where  Ihips  might  ride  in  great  fafety,  might 
recruit  their  wood  and  water,  and  might  pro- 
cure fome  few  refrefhments  •,  yer  that  coaft  is  in 
itfelf  fo  terrible,  from  the  rocks  and  breakers  it 
abounds  with,  and  from  the  violence  of  the 
weftern  winds,  which  blow  conftantly  full  upon 
it,  that  it  is  by  no  means  advifeable  to  fall  in 
with  that  land,  at  leaft  till  the  roads,  channels 
and  anchorage  in  each  part  of  it  are  accurately 
furveyed,  and  both  the  dangers  and  fhelter  it 
abounds  with  are  more  diftindly  known. 

Thus  having  given  the  beft  directions  in  my 
power  for  the  fyccefs  of  future  criiifers  bound  to 
the  Soulb-SeaSy  it  might  be  expefted  thdit  I  fhould 
again  refume  the  thread  of  my  narration.     But 
as  both  in  the  preceding  and  fubfequent  parts  of 
this  work,  I  have  tliought  it  my  duty  not  only 
to  recite  all  fuch  fafts,  and   to   inculcate  fuch 
maxims  as  had  the  lead  appearance  of  proving 
beneficial  to  future  Navigators,  but  alfo  occafion- 
ally  to  recommend  fuch  meafures  to  the  Public, 
as  I  conceive  are  adapted  to  promote  the  fame 
laudable  purpofc,  I  cannot  defift  from  the  pre- 
fent  fubjeft,  without  befecching  thofe  to  whom 
the  conduft  of  our  naval  affairs  is  committed,  to 
endeavour  t6  remove  the  many  perplexities  and 
embarralTments  with  which  the  navigation  to  the 
South-Seas  is,  at  prefent,  ncccfT.rily  encumbered. 
An  effort  of  this  kind  could  not  fail  of  proving 
highly  honourable  to  themfelvc%  and  extremely 
beneficial  to  their  country.     For  it  is  to  mc  fuf- 
ficiently  evident,  that  whatever  advant:igcs  na- 
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ligation  (hall  receive,  either  by  the  invention  of 
hiethods  that  ihall  render  its  pra£bice  lefs  hazard- 
ous, or  by  the  more  accurate  delineation  of  the 
coalb,  roads  and  ports  already  known,  or  by  the 
difcovery  of  new  nations,  or  new  ipecies  of  com- 
merce i  it  is  evident,  I  fay#  to  me,  that  by  what- 
ever means  navigation  is  promoted,  the  conve- 
niencies  hence  ariling  muft  ultimately  redound 
to  the  emolument  oi  Great-Britain.  Since  as 
our  fleets  are  at  prefent  fuperior  to  thofc  of  the 
whole  world  united,  it  muft  be  a  matchiefs  de- 
gree of  fupinenefs  or  mean-fpiritednefs,  if  we 
permitted  any  of  the  advantages  which  new  dif- 
coveries,  or  a  more  extended  navigation  may 
produce  to  mankind,  to  be  raviftied  from  us. 

As  therefore  it  appears  that  all  our  future  ex- 
peditions to  the  South-Seas  muft  run  a  confider- 
able  rifque  of  proving  abortive,  whilft  we  are 
under  the  neceflity  of  touching  at  BraT^l  in  our 
pafLge  thither,  an  expedient  that  might  relieve 
us  from  this  difficulty,  would  furely  be  a  fubjedl 
worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  Public  •,  and  this 
fcems  capable  of  being  efFedcd,  by  the  difcovery 
of  fome  place  more  to  the  fouthward,  where 
Ihips  might  refrefli  and  fupply  themfelves  with 
the  ncceflary  fea-ftock  for  their  voyage  round 
Cape  Horn.  And  we  have  in  reality  the  impcr- 
fed  knowledge  of  two  places,  which  might  per- 
haps, on  examination,  prove  extremely  conve- 
nient for  this  purpofe  •,  the  firft  of  them  is  Pefys^s 
Ifland,  in  the  latitude  of  47°  South,  and  laid 
down  by  Dr.  IJaUey^  about  eighty  leagues  to  th« 
cuilv.urJ  of  Ca^ic  Blanco^  on  the  coalt  of  PiU^i- 
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Monia ',  the  iecond,  is  FaUdand^g  ides,  in  t^  la- 
ticudc  of  51'^  neaiiy  South  of  P4ptfs\  Ifland. 
The  fitft  of  chefc  «as  difcovcred  by  Cjq)tainCew- 
%r,  in  his  Voyage  round  the  World  in  tlie  year 
1686 ;  who  reprefents  it  as  a  commodious  place 
for  Ihips  to  wi)od  and  water  at^  arid  fays,  it  is 
provided  with  a  very  good  and  capacious  harbour, 
Whert  a  thoafand  fail  of  Ihips  might  ride  at  an- 
chor in  great  (afety  %  that  it  abounds  with  fowls, 
and  as  the  Ihore  is  either  rocks  or  fknds,  it  feems 
'  to  prothiie  ^reat  plenty  of  filh*  The  fecond  place, 
or  Fdkland^i  Ifles^  have  been  feen  by  many  (hips 
both  Frtncb  and  EngUjh^   being  the  land  laid 
down  by  Preieur^  in  his  Chart  of  the  extremity 
of  Sooth  Amtriias  under  the  title  of  the  Neia 
^ndfk    Woods  Rogers^  who  run  along  the  N.  £» 
coaft  of  theic  Kits  in  the  year  1 708,  tells  us* 
that  they  extended  about  two  degrees  in  length, 
and  appeared  with  gentle  defcents  from  hill  to 
hill^  and  feemed  to  be  good  ground,  with  woods 
and  harbours^     Either  of  thefe  places^  as  they 
are  IflaAds  at  a  cdniiderable  diftance  from  the 
Continent)  may  be  fuppofcd*  from  their  latitude* 
to  lie  Jn  a  climate  fufficiently  temperate.     It  is 
trucj  they  are  too  little  known  to  be  at  prefent 
recommended  for  proper  places  of  refrefhment 
for  Ihips  bound  to  the  fouthward  :  But  if  the  Ad- 
miralty fhould  think  it  advifeable  to  order  them 
to  be  iurveyed,  which  maybe  done  at  a  very 
imall  €xpence,  by  a  veffel  fitted  out  on  purpofe  j 
and  if,  on  this  examination,  one  or  both  of  thde 
places  fhould  appear  proper  for  the  purpofe  in- 
|(HKled,  it  is-  fcarccly  to  be  conceived,  of  what 
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prodigious  import  a  convenient  ftation  might 
prove,  fituatcd  lb  far  to  the  Ibuthward,  and  fo 
near  Cape  Hern.  The  Duke  and  Duchefs  of 
BriJiolwQxc  but  thirty-five  days  from  their  lofing 
fight  of  Falkland's  Ifles  to  their  arrival  at  Juan 
Fernandes  in  the  South-Seas :  And  as  the  return- 
ing back  is  much  facilitated  by  the  weftern  winds, 
I  doubt  not  but  a  voyage  might  be  made  from 
Falkland*^  Ifles  to  Juan  Fernandes  and  back  again, 
in  little  more  than  two  months.  This,  even  in 
time  of  peace,  might  be  of  great  confequence 
to  this  Nation  ;  and,  in  time  of  war,  would  make 
us  maftcrs  of  thofe  fcas.  . -.j  ^  .^ . 

And  as  all  difcoveries  of  tliis  kind,  though 
extremely  honourable  to  thofe  who  direft  and 
promote  them,  may  yet  be  carried  on  at  an  in- 
confiderable  cxpence,  fince  fmall  veflels  are  much 
the  properefl:  to  be  employed  in  this  fcrvice,  it 
were  to  be  wiflied,  that  the  whole  coaft  of  Pa- 
tagonia, Terra  del  Fuego,  and  Si  at  en-land,  were 
carefully  furveyed,  and  the  numerous  channels, 
roads  and  harbours  with  which  they  abound,  ac- 
curately examined  j  this  might  open  to  us  fa- 
cilities of  pafling  into  the  Pacific  Ocean,  which 
as  yet  we  may  be  unacquainted  with,  arid  would 
render  all  that  fouthern  navigation  infinitely  fe- 
curer  than  at  prefent ;  and  particularly,  an  exadt 
draught  of  the  Weft  coaft  of  Patagonia,  from 
the  Streights  of  Magellan  to  the  Spanijh  fettle- 
ments,  might  perhaps  fumifli  us  with  better  and 
more  convenient  ports  for  refrelhment,  and  bet- 
ter fituated  for  the  purpofes  either  of  war  or  com- 
merce,  and  above  n  fortnight's  iail  nearer  to 
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ralkland's  lilands,  than  the  IHand  of  Juan  fcr- 
yiandes.    The  difcovery  of  this  coaft  hath  for- 
merly been  thought  of  fuch  confequence^    by 
reafon  of  its  neighbourhood  to  the  Araucos  and 
btheV  Chilian  Indians^  who  are  generally  at  war, 
or  at  leaft  on  ill  terms  with  their  Spanijh  neigh- 
bours, that  Sir  John  Narborough  was  purpofely 
fitted  out  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  IIj  to  fur- 
vey  the  Streights  of  Magellan^  the  neighbouring 
coaft  of  Patagoniay  and  the  Spnnijh  ports  on  that 
frontier,  with  dirddions,  if  poflible,  to  procure 
fome  intercourfe  with  the  Chilian  Indians^  and  to 
eftablifti  a  commerce  and  a  lafting  correfpondencc 
with  them.     His  Majefty*s  views  in  employing 
^ir  John  Narborough  \n  this  expedition,  were  not 
folely  the  advantage  he  might  hope  to  receive  from 
the  alliance  of  thofe  favages,  in  retraining  and 
intimidating  the  Crown  of  Spain ;  but  he  con- 
ceived, that  independent  of  thofe  motives,  the 
immediate  traffick  mt\\  thefe  Indians  might  prove 
extremely  advantagious  to  the  Englifi  Nation. 
For  it  is  well  known,  that  at  the  firft  difcovery 
of  Chili  by  the  Spaniards^  it  abounded  with  \afl 
quantities  of  gold,  much  beyond  whiVt  it  has 
at  any  time  produced,  fince  it  has  been  in  their 
polTefllon.     And  hence  it  has  been  generally  be- 
lieved, that  the  richeft  mines  are  prudently  con- 
cealed by  the  Indians^  as  well  knowing  that  the 
c^ifcovery  of  them  to  the  Spaniards  would  only 
excite  ia  them  a  greater  tlurlt  for  conqueil  and 
tyranny,    and  render  their  o\\i\  indepenJcucc, 
.precarious.     But  with  rcfpect  to  their  coniJiicrLe 
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with  the  EngliJJjf  thele  reafons  would  no  longer 
influence  them  •,  fince  it  would  be  in  our  power 
to  furnifh  them  with  arms  and  ammunition  of  all 
kinds,  of  which  they  are  extremely  defirous,  to- 
getlier  with  many  other  convenienciesy  which 
their  intercourfe  with  the  Spaniards  lias  taught 
them  to  relifh.  They  would  then,  in  all 
probability,  open  their  mines,  and  gladly  em- 
brace a  traffick  of  fuch  mutual  convenience 
to  both  Nations  *,  for  then  their  gold,  in- 
ftead  of  proving  the  means  of  enflaving  them, 
would  procure  them  weapons  to  aflert  their  li- 
berty, to  chaftife  their  tyrants,  and  to  fecure 
themfelves  for  ever  from  the  Spamjh  yoke  ; 
whilft  with  our  afliftance,  and  under  our  protec- 
tion, they  miijjit  become  a  confiderable  people, 
and  might  fecure  to  us  that  wealth,  wliich  for- 
merly by  the  Houfe  o^  Aujlria^  and  lately  by  the 
Houfc  of  Bourbon,  Jias  been  moil  mifchievoufly 
iavifhed  in  the  purfuit  of  univerfal  Monarc;hy. 

It  is  true,  that  Sir  John  Narhorough  did  not 
fucceed  in  opening  this  commerce,  which  in  ap- 
[learance  promifed  fo  m^my  advantages  to  ♦his 
Nation.  However,  his  difappointment  was 
merely  accidental,  and  his  tranfadions  upon  that 
coaft  (befidcs  the  many  valuable  improvements 
he  furnilhed  to  geography  and  navigation)  are 
rather  an  encouragement  for  future  trials  of  this 
kind,  than  any  objedion  againft  them  j  his  prin- 
cipal misfortune  being  the  lofing  company  of  a 
fmall  bark  which  attended  him,  and  having  fome 
of  his  people  trapanned  at  Baldivia.  However, 
it  appeared,  by  the  precautions  and  fears  of  the 
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Spaniards^  that  they  were  fully  convinced  of  the 
praifticability  of  the  fcheme  he  was  fcnt  to  exe- 
cute, and  extremely  alarmed  with  the  apprehen- 
Hon  of  its  confequences. 

It  is  faid,  that  his  Majcfty  King  Charles  the 
Second  was  fo  far  prepofleflcd  with  the  hopes  of 
the  advantages  redounding  from  this  expedition, 
and  fo  eager  to  be  informed  of  the  event  of  it, 
that  having  intelligence  of  Sir  John  Narl^orough^s 
pafling  through  the  Downsj  on  his  return,  he 
had  not  patience  to  attend  his  arrival  at  Court, 
but  went  himfelf  in  his  barge  to  Grave/end  to 
meet  him. 

To  facilitate  as  much  as  pofliblc  any  attempts 
of  this  kind,  which  may  be  hereafter  undertaken, 
I  have  here  annexed  the  thirteenth  plate,  con- 
taining a  chart  of  that  part  of  the  world,  as  tar 
as  •♦•  is  hitherto  known,  which  I  flatter  myfelf  is 
in  fome  refpedts  much  con*e6ter  than  any  hither- 
to publiflied.  To  evince  which,  it  may  be  ne- 
cefTary  to  mention  what  materials  I  have  princi- 
pally made  ufe  of,  and  what  changes  I  have  in- 
troduced different  from  other  authors. 

The  two  moft  celebrated  charts  hitherto  pub- 
lifhed  of  the  fouthermofl  part  of  South  America^ 
are  thofe  of  Dr.  HaUe)\  in  his  general  chart  of 
the  magnetic  variation,  and  of  Frezier  in  his 
voyage  to  the  South-Seas.  But  befides  thcfe, 
there  is  a  chart  of  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  and 
pf  fome  part  of  the  adjacent  coaft,  by  Sir  John 
Narborough  above-mentioned,  which  is  doubtlefs 
infinitely  exadler  in  that  part  than  Frezier.,  and  in 
fome  refpeds  fuperior  to  Halley,  particularly  in 
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what  rchtcs  to  the  lonf;itudes  of  the  ditTerent 
parts  of  thole  Streights.  The  coaft  from  Cape 
Blanco  to  Terra  del  rue^o,  and  thence  to  Streights 
Le  Alairt\  we  were  m  fome  meaiure  capable  of 
corrc^lingbyoiir  own  obftrvations,  as  we  ranged 
that  fliorc  generaHy  in  fight  of  land.  The  pofi- 
tion  of  the  land,  to  the  northward  of  the  Streights 
of  Magellan,  on  the  Weft  fide,  is  doubtlefs  laid 
down  in  our  chart  but  very  imperfe<5lly  ;  and 
yet  I  believe  it  to  be  much  nearer  the  truth  than 
what  has  hitherto  been  done :  As  it  is  drawn 
from  the  information  of  fome  of  the  Wager*^ 
crew,  who  were  Ihipwrecked  on  that  fhore,  and 
afterwards  coafted  it  down  -,  and  as  it  agrees 
pretty  nearly  with  the  defcription  of  Tome  Spanijh 
manufcripts  I  have  feen. 

The  Channel  dividing  Terra  del  Fuego  is  drawn 
from  Frezier  ;  but  in  the  Spanijh  manufcripts 
there  are  feveral  Channels  delineated,  and  I  have 
leafon  to  fuppofc,  that  whenever  this  country  is 
tJioroughly  examined,  this  circumftance  will 
prove  true,  and  Terra  del  Fucgo  will  be  found  to 
confifl.  of  levcral  Iflands. 

And  having  mentioned  Frezier  fo  often,  I 
muft  not  omit  warning  all  future  Navigators, 
againft  relying  on  the  longitude  of  Streights  Le 
Maire,  or  of  any  part  of  that  coaft,  laid  down 
in  his  chart ;  the  whole  being  from  8  to  lo  de- 
grees too  far  to  the  eaftward,  if  any  faith  can  be 
given  to  the  concurrent  evidences  of  a  great  num- 
ber of  journals,  verified  in  fome  particulars  by 
aftronomical  obfervation.  For  inftance.  Sir  Joh-'i 
l^arhorcugb  lays  down  C^-^t  Virgin  Mary  in  65°  : 
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42'  of  Weft  longitude  from  the  Dzard^  that  is 
in  71''  :  20  ixotn  London,  And  the  Ihips  ot  our  . 
fquadron,  who  took  their  departure  from  St.  Ca- 
therine's (where  the  longitude  was  redlified  by 
an  obfervation  of  the  eclipfe  of  the  moon)  found 
Cape  Virgin  Mary  to  be  froni  70V  :  46'j  to 
71^  :  30' from  London^  according  to  their  dif- 
ferent reckonings  :  And  there  were  no  circum- 
ftances  in  our  run  that  could  render  it  confider- 
ably  erroneous,  fo  that  it  cannot  be  eftccmcd  in 
lefs  than  yi  degrees  ol  Weft  longitude  \  whereas 
Frgzier  Jays  it  down  in  lefs  than  66  degrees  fronii 
Paris,  that  is  little  more  than  63  degrees  from 
London,  which  is  doubtlcfs  C  degrees  fliort  of  its 
true  quantity.  Again,  our  fquadron  found  Cape 
l^irgin  Mary  and  Cape  St.  Bariholome-w  on  tiic 
eaftern  fide  of  Straights  Le  Mairc  to  be  only 
2°  :  8'  different  in  longitude,  which  in  Frezier 
arc  diftant  near  4  degrees  j  fo  that  not  only  the 
longitude  of  Cape  St.  Bartholomeiv  is  laid  down 
in  him  near  10  degrees  too  little,  but  the  whole 
coaft,  from  the  Streights  of  Magellan  to  Streigius 
Le  Maire,  is  enlarged  to  near  double  its  real 
extent. 

But  to  have  done  with  Frezier,  whofe  errors, 
the  importance  of  the  fubjed  and  not  a  fondnefs 
for  cavilling,  has  obliged  me  to  remark,  (though 
liis  treatment  of  Dr.  Hall^  miglit,  on  the  prefent 
occafion,  authorife  much  feverer  ufiige)  I  muft, 
in  the  next  place,  particularize  wherein  the  chart 
I  have  here  mentioned  differs  from  that  of  oiir 
learned  countryman. 
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It  is  well  known  that  this  Gentleman  was  fcnt 
abroad  by  the  Public,  tQ  make  ftich  geographi- 
cal and  aftrononiicai  obfervations,  as  might  faci- 
litate the  future  pradice  of  navigation^  and  par- 
ticularly to  determine  the  variation  of  the  com- 
pafs  in  fuch  places  as  he  fhould  touch  at^  and  if 
poiTiblc,  to  afcertain  its  general  laws  and,  affec- 
tions. 

T|iefe  things  Dr.  Halley^  to  his  immortal  re- 
putation and  the  honour  of  our  Nation,  in  good 
meafure  accomplilhed,  particularly  with  regard 
to  the  variation  of  the  compafs,  a  fubjeft,  of  all 
others,  the  moft  interefting  to  tho(e  employed 
in  the  art  of  navigation.  He  likewife  corrc<51:ed 
the  pofition  of  the  coaft  of  Brazil,  which  had 
been  very  erroneoufly  laid  down  by  all  forn  er 
Hydrographers  ;  and  by  a  judicious  comparifon 
of  the  obfervations  of  others,  has  happily  fuc- 
ceedcd  in  fettling  the  geography  of  many  parts 
pf  the  globe,  where  he  had  not  himfelf  been. 
So  that  the  chart  he  publilhed,  with  the  variation 
of  the  needle  marked  thereon,  being  the  refult 
of  his  labours  on  this  fubjedl,  was  allowed  by  all 
Europe  to  be  far  compleater  in  its  geography  than 
any  that  had  then  appeared,  and  ai  the  fame  time 
moft  furprizingly  exaft  in  the  quantity  of  varia- 
tion alTigned  to  the  different  parts  of  the  globe  j 
a  fubjcft  fo  very  intricate  and  perplexing,  that 
all  general  determinations  about  it  had  till  then 
appeared  impoffible. 

But  as  the  only  means  he  had  pf  correfting 
thofe  coafts  where  he  did  not  touch  himfelf  was 
the  obfervations  of  otliers ;  where  thofe  obferva- 
tions 
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tions  were  wanting,  or  were  inaccurate^  it  was: 
no  imputation  on  his  ikill,  thai:  his  dctetminati-c 
ons  were  defedtivo.  And  this^  upon  the  beft 
comparifon  I  have  been  ab}e  to  make,  is.  the  cafe 
with  regard  to  that  part  of  his  chart,  whkh  con- 
tains the  South  part  of  South  America.  For 
though  the  cozSko/i  Brazil^  and  the  oppoHte  coaft 
of  Peru  on  the  South-Seas  are  laid  down,  I  pre^ 
fume,  with  the  greateft  accuracy,  yet  from  about 
the  river  of  Plate  on  the  £aft  Iide,  and  its  oppo- 
fite  point  on  the  W,  the  coaft  gradually  declines 
too  much  to  the  welbvard,  fo  as  at  the  Streighcs 
oi  Magellan  to  be,  as  I  conceive,  about  fifty 
leagues  removed  from  its  true  pofition :  Atieaft, 
this  is  the  refult  of  the  obfervations  of  our  fqua- 
dron,  which  agree  extremely  well  with  tbofe  ol 
Sir  John  Narborough.  I  muft  add,  that  Dr.  Hal* 
ley  has,  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfaftions,  given 
the  foundation  on  which  he  has  proceeded,  in 
fixing  Port  St.  Julian  in  76°  f  of  Weft  lonrp- 
^ude  :  (which  the  concurrent  journals  of  our 
fquadron  place  from  70 ^^  |  to  71''  i)  This,  he 
tells  us,  was  an  obfcrvation  of  the  eclipfe  of  the 
moon,  made  at  that  place  by  Mr.  JVoody  then 
Sir  John  Narborougb*s  Lieutenant,  and  vhich  is 
faid  to  have  happened  there  at  eight  in  tlie  even- 
ing, on  the  iSthoi  September,  1670.  ButCapt. 
fVood*s  journal  of  this  whole  voyage  under  Sir 
John  Narborough  is  fince  publifhed,  together  with 
this  obfervation,  in  which  he  determines  the  lon- 
gitude of  Port  St.  Julian  to  be  73  degrees  from 
London,  and  the  time  of  the  eclipfe  to  have  been 
different  from  Dr.  Hallef%  account.     But  the 
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numbers  he  has  given  are  fo  faultily  printed, 
that  nothing  can  be  determined  from  them. 

To  what  I  have  already  mentioned  with  re- 
gard to  the  chart  hereunto  annexed,  I  Ihall  only 
add,  that  to  render  it  more  compleat,  I  have 
inferted  therein  the  route  of  our  fquadron,  and 
have  delineated,  in  the  pafTage  round  Cape  Horn^ 
both  the  real  track  which  we  delcribcd,  and  the 
imaginary  track,  exhibited  by  our  reckoning  j 
whence  the  violence  of  the  currents  in  that  part 
of  the  world,  and  the  enormous  deviations 
wliich  they  produce,  will  appear  by  infpedion. 
And  that  no  material  article  might  be  omitted  in 
this  important  affair,  the  foundings  on  the  coalt 
of  Patagonia,  and  the  variation  of  the  magnetic 
needle,  are  annexed  to  thole  parts  of  this  track, 
where,  by  our  obfervations,  we  found  them  t9 
be  of  die  quantity  there  fpecitied. 
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AFTER  the  mortifying  difappointment  of 
falling  in  with  the  coaft  oi  Terra  del  Fuego^ 
vhen  we  efteemed  ourfelves  ten  degrees  to  the 
weftward  of  it ;  after  this  difappointment,  I  fay, 
recited  in  the  eighth  chapter,  we  flood  away  to 
the  S.  W.  till  the  2 2d  of  Aprily  when  we  were  in 
upwards  of  60**  of  South  latitude,  and  by  our 
account  near  6*^  to  the  weflward  of  Cape  Noir  ; 
and  in  this  run,  we  had  a  feries  of  as  favourable 
weather,  as  could  well  be  expefted  in  that  part 
of  the  world,  even  in  a  better  feafon  :    So  that 
this   ifitcrval,   fetting  the    inquietude    of  our 
thoughts  afide,  was  by  far  the  moft  eligible  of 
any  we  enjoyed  from  Streigiits  Le  Maire  to  the 
Wefl  co^jft  of  ylmerica.     This  moderate  weather 
fQjitjnued,  with  little  variation,    till  the  24th  ; 
but  on  the  24th,  in  the  evening,  the  wind  be- 
gan to  blow  frelh,  and  foon  cncreafed  to  a  pro- 
digious ftorm  i  and  the  weather  being  extremely 
phick,  about  midnight  we  loft  fight  of  the  other 
four  Ihips  of  the  fquadron,  which,  notwithfland- 
ing  the  violence  of  the  preceding  ftorms,  had  hi- 
therto kept  in  company  widi  us.     Nor  was  this 
our  fole  misfortune  i    for,  the  next  morning, 
endeavouring  to  hand  the  top-fails,   the  clew- 
lines and  bui)t-lines  broke,  and  the  fheets  being 
half  flown,  every  feam  in  the  top-fails  was  foon 
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fplit  from  top  to  bottom,  and  the  main  top-fail 
Ihook  fo  ftrongly  in  thq  wind,  that  it  carried  away 
the  top  lanthorn,  and  endangered  the  head  of  the 
maft  5  however,  at  length,  fome  of  the  mod 
daring  of  our  men  ventured  upon  the  yard,  and 
cut  the  fail  away  clofe  to  the  reefs,  though  with 
the  utnioft  hazard  of  their  lives.  At  the  fame 
time,  the  foretop-fail  beat  about  the  yard  with 
fo  much  fury,  that  it  >vas  foon  blowi>  to  pieces  j 
and  that  we  might  have  full  employment,  the 
main-fail  blew  loofe,  which  obliged  us  to  lower 
down  the  yard  to  fecure  the  fail,  and  the  fore- 
yard  being  likewjfe  lowered,  we  lay  to  under  a 
ipizen  :  And  beHdes  the  lofs  of  our  top-fails,  we 
had  much  of  our  othe^r  rigging  broke,  and  loft  a 
main  ftudding-ful-boom  out  of  the  chains. 

On  the  25th,  about  noon,  the  weather  be- 
came more  mtpderate,  which  enabled  us  to  fway 
up  our  yards,  ai>d  to  repair,  m  the  beft  manner 
we  could,  our  Mattered  rigging  -,  but  ftill  we 
had  no  fight  of  the  reft  of  our  fquadron,  nor  in- 
deed were  we  joined  by  any  of  them  again,  till 
after  our  arrival  at  Juan  Fernandes^  nor  did  any 
two  of  them,  as  we  have  fince  learned,  continue 
in  company  together  :  And  this  total  feparation 
was  the  more  wonderful,  as  we  had  hith«rto 
kept  together  for  feven  weeks,  through  all  the 
reiterated  tcmpefts  of  this  turbulent  climate.  It 
myft  indeed  be  owned,  that  this  feparation  gave 
us  room  to  txpedb,  that  we  might  make  our  paf- 
f^e  in  a  Ihorter  time,  than  if  we  had  continued 
together,  bccaufc  we  could  now  mi^kc  the  beft 
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of  our  way  without  being  retdr<Jed  by  the  mif- 
fortuncs  of  the  other  Ihips  j  but  then  we  had  tlK 
melancholy  rcfieflion,  that  we  ourfelves.  were 
hereby  deprived  of  the  afliftance  of  others,  and 
our  fafety  would  depend  upon  our  fingle  Ihip  ; 
lb  that  if  a  plank  ftarted,  or  any  other  accident 
of  the  fame  nature  (hould  take  place,  we  muft 
all  irrecoverably  perifh  ;  or  fhould  we  be  driven 
on  Ihore,  we  had  the  uncomfortable  profpedt  of 
ending  our  days  on  fome  defolate  coaft,  without 
any  reafonable  hope  of  ever  getting  away ; 
whereas  with  another  fliip  in  company,  all  thefe 
calamities  are  much  lefs  formidable,  fince  in 
every  kind  of  danger,  there  would  be  fome  pro- 
bability that  one  fliip  at  lead  might  cfcape,  and 
might  be  capable  of  preferving  or  relieving  the 
crew  of  the  other.  ;  '   c-       '     -' 

The  remaining  part  of  this  month  of  April  wc 
had  generally  hard  'rales,  although  we  had  been 
every  day,  fince  the  2 2d,  edging  to  the  north- 
ward ;  however,  on  the  laft  day  of  the  month, 
we  flattered  ourfelves  with  the  hopes  of  foon  ter- 
minating all  our  fuflferings,  for  we  that  day  found 
ourfelves  in  the  latitude  of  52*^  :  13',  which  be- 
ing to  the  northward  of  the  Streights  of  Ma- 
gellan, we  were  afilired  that  we  had  compleated 
our  paflage,  and  had  arrived  in  the  confines  6f 
the  fouthern  Ocean  ;  and  this  Ocean  being  no- 
minated Pac^c,  from  the  equability  of  the  fea- 
fons  which  are  faid  to  prevail  theie,  and  the  ta- 
cihty  and  fecurity  with  which  navigation  is  there 
carried  on,  we  doubted  not  but  wc  Hiould  be 
fpecdily  cheated  with  t]ie  moderate  gales,  the 
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fj-noutli  \\^'ater,  and  tlic  temperate  air,  for  which 
that  trad  of  tlic  globe  has  been  (o  renowned. 
And  under  the  influence  of  thcfe  pleafing  cif- 
cuiiiftanccs,  we  hoped  to  experience  fome  kind 
of  compenlation  i  ^bt  the  complicated  miferies 
which  had  fo  conftantly  attended  iis  foi"  die  laft 
tight  weeks.  6ut  here  wb  were  again  difap- 
pointed  ;  for  in  the  fuccceding  month  of  Mayy 
our  fufFcrings  rofe  to  a  mucli  higher  pitch  than 
they  had  ever  yet  done,  whetlier  we  corifider  the 
violence  of  the  ftorms,  the  fliattering  of  oiir  fails 
stnd  rigging,  or  the  diminifhing  and  weakening 
of  oiir  crew  by  deaths  and  ficknefs,  and  tlie  pro- 
bable prolpefl  of  our  total  dcftruftion.  All  this 
will  be  fufficiently  evident,  from  the  follow- 
ing circumftantial  ac  )unt  of  our  divcrfified  mif- 
fortunes.        ^  *    .  . 

Soon  after  our  pafling  Streights  Le  Mairfy 
the  fcurvy  began  to  make  its  appearance  amongft 
us  •,  and  our  long  Continuance  at  fea,  the  fatigue 
we  underwent,  and  die  various  difappointments 
we  met  with,  liad  occafioned  its  fpreading  to  fuch 
a  degree,  tliat  at  the  latter  end  of  Jprilxhtvc 
were  but  few  on  board,  who  were  not  in  fome 
degree  afflidcd  with  it,  and  in  that  month  no 
lels  than  forty-three  died  of  it  on  board  the  Cen- 
turion. But  though  we  thought  that  the  diltem- 
per  had  then  rifen  to  an  extraordinary  height, 
and  were  willing  to  hope,  that  as  we  advanced 
to  the  northward  its  malignity  would  abate  ;  yet, 
we  found,  on  the  contrary,  that  in  the  month  of 
May  we  ioil  nciii  double  that  number  :    And  as 
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•we  (lid  not  get  to  bnd  till  the  middle  ^f  7'"«'« 
the  mortality  went  on  increafmg,  and  the  drfeafc 
extended  itfclf  fo  prodigioufly,  that  after  the 
lofs  ot  above  two  hundrid  men,  we  could  not 
at  laft  muftcr  more  than  fix  fore-maft  men  in  a 
watch  capable  ot*  duty. 

This  difeale  fo  frequently  attending  all  long 
voyages,  and  fo  particularly  deftrudtive  to  us,  is 
furely  the  mod  fingular  and  unaccountable  of 
any  that  affects  the  human  body.     For  its  fymp- 
Coms  are  inconftant  and  innumerable,  and  its 
progrefs  and  effedls  extremely,  irregular  ;   for 
fcarcely  any  two  perfons  have  the  fame  com- 
plaints, and  where  there  hath  been  tbund  l"on)e 
conformity  in  the  fymptoms,  tiie  order  of  their 
appearance  has  been  totally  different.    However, 
though  it  frequently  puts  on  the  form  of  many 
other  difeafes,  and  is  therefore  not  to  be  dcfcribed 
by  any  exclufivc  and  inflillible  criterons  ;    yet 
there  are  fome  fymptoms  which  are  mor€  gene- 
ral than  the  reft ;  and  therefore,  occurring  the 
oftneft,  deferve  a  more  particular  enumeration. 
Thefe  common  appearances  are  large  difcoloured 
fpots  difpcrfed  over  the  whole  furface  of  the 
body,  fwelled  legs,  putrid  gums,  and  above  all, 
an  extraordinary  lalTitude  of  the  whole  body,  ef- 
pecially  after  any  cxercife,  however  inconfider- 
able  *,  and  this  lalTitude  at  laft  degenerates  into  a 
pronenefs  to  fwoon  on    the   leaft  exertion  of 
ftrength,  or  even  on  the  leaft  motion. 

This  difeafe  is  likewife  ufually  attended  with 
a  ftrange  dejedtion  of  the  fpirits,  and  with  Ihi- 
verings,  tremblings,  and  a  difpofition  to  be  ftrized 
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with  the  mod  dreadful  terrors  on  the  flighteil 
accident.  Indeed  it  was  moft  remarkable,  in 
all  our  reiterated  experience  of  this  malady,  that 
whatever  difcpuraged  our  people^  or  at  ai.y  time 
damped  their  hopes4  ntver  failed  to  add  new 
rigour  to  thd  dillemper  ;  for  it  ufually  killed 
thofe  who  were  in  the  laft  ftages  of  it,  and  con- 
fined thofe  to  their  bonmocks^  who  were  before 
capable  of  fom«  kind  of  duty ;  fo  that  it  feemed 
OS  if  alacrity  of  mind^  and  fangliine  thoughts^ 
were  no  contemptible  prefervativQS  from  its  fa- 
tal malignityi 

But  it  is  not  eafy  to  compleat  the  long  iroll  of 
the  various  concomitants  of  this  difcafe ;  for  it 
often  produced  putrid  fevers,  pleurifies,  the 
jaundice,  and  violent  rheumatick  pains^  and 
fomctimes  it  occafioned  an  obftinate  coftivenefs^ 
which  was  generally  attended  with  a  difficulty 
of  breathing  j  and  this  was  eftcemed  the  moit 
deadly  of  all  the  fcorbutick  fymptoms  :  At 
other  times  the  whole  body,  but  more  efpecially 
the  legs,  were  fubjedt  to  ulcers  of  the  worft 
kind,  attended  with  rotten  bones,  and  fuch  a 
luxuriancy  of  fungous  flelh,  as  yielded  to  no 
remedy.  But  a  moft  extraordinary  circumftance, 
and  what  would  be  fcarcely  credible  upon  any 
fingle  evidence,  is,  that  the  fears  of  wounds 
which  had  been  for  many  years  healed,^  were 
forcctl  open  again  by  this  virulent  diftemper  : 
Of  this,  there  was  a  remarkable  inftance  in  one 
of  the  invalids  on  board  the  Centurion^  who  had 
been  wounded  above  fifty  years  before  «  the 
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battle  of  the  Beyne ;  for  though  he  was  cured 
foon  after,  and  had  continued  well  for  a  great 
number  of  years  paft,  yet  on  his  being  attacked 
by  the  fcurvy,  his  wounds,  in  the  progrefs  of 
his  difeafe,  broke  out  afrelh,  and  appeared  as  if 
they  had  never  been  healed  :  Nay,  what  is  ftill 
mote  aftonilhing,  the  callous  of  a  broken  bone, 
which  had  been  compleatly  formed  for  a  long 
time,  was  found  to  be  hereby  dilfolved,  and  the 
fra(fhire  feemed  as  if  it  had  never  been  confoli- 
dated.  Indeed,  the  effeds  of  this  difeafe  were 
in  almoft  every  inftance  wonderful  5  for  many 
of  our  people,  though  confined  to  their  ham- 
mocks, appeared  to  have  no  inconfidcrable 
Ihare  of  hedth,  for  they  eat  and  drank  heartily, 
were  chearful,  and  talked  with  much  feeming 
vigour,  and  with  a  loud  ftrong  tone  of  voice ; 
and  yet  on  their  being  the  leaft  moved,  though 
it  was  only  from  one  part  of  the  (hip  to  the 
other,  and  that  in  their  hammocks,  they  have 
immediately  expired ;  and  others,  who  have 
confided  in  their  feeming  (trength,  and  have 
refolvfed  to  get  out  of  their  hammocks,  have 
died  before  they  could  well  reach  the  deck  ;  and 
it  wa*5  no  uncommon  thing  for  thofe  who  were 
able  to  walk  the  deck,  and  to  do  fome  kind  of 
duty,  to  drop  down  dead  in  an  inftant,  on  any 
endeavours  to  aft  with  their  utmoft  vigour, 
many  of  our  people  having  perifhed  in  this 
manner  during  the  courfe  of  this  voyage.     • 

With  this  terrible  difeaft  we   ftruggled  the 
•reateft  part  of  the  time  of  our  beating  round 
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Capfe  Horn ;  and  though  it  did  not  then  rage 
with  its  utmoft  violence,  yet  we  buried  no  lefs 
than  forty-three  men  on  board  the  Centurion^  in 
the  month  oi  /Jpril,  as  hath  been  already  ob- 
ferved,  but  we  ftill  entertained  hopes,  that  when 
wc  Ihould  have  once  fecured  our  paflagc  round 
the  Cape,  we  fliould  put  a  period  to  this,  and 
all  the  other  evils  which  had  fo  conftantly  pur- 
iued  us.  But  it  was  our  misfortune  to  find, 
that  the  Pacific  Ocean  was  to  us  lefs  hofpitable 
than  the  turbulent  neighbourhood  of  Terra  Idel 
Itiego  and  Cape  Horn  :  For  being  arrived,  on  tht 
Sth  of  Mayy  off  tlie  Ifland  of  Socoroy  which  was 
the  firft  rendezvous  appointed  for  the  fquadron, 
and  where  we  hoped  to  have  met  with  fomc 
of  our  companions,  we  cruized  for  them  in  that 
ftation  feveral  days.  And  here  we  were  not 
only  difappointed  in  our  hopes  of  being  joined 
by  our  fricntls,  and  were  thereby  induced  to 
favour  the  gloomy  fuggeftions  of  tlicir  having 
all  periflied  i  but  we  were  likcwife  perpetually 
alarmed  with  the  fears  of  being  driven  on  fhore 
upon  tills  coad,  wliich  appeared  Coo  craggy  and 
irregular  to  give  us  the  lead  hopes,  that  in  fuch 
a  cafe  any  of  us  could  poiTibly  eicape  inune- 
diate  deihudion.  For  the  land  had  indeed  a 
moft  tremendous  afpedl :  The  moH  diftanc  part 
of  it,  and  which  appeared  far  within  tk«e  counr 
try,  being  the  mountains  ufually  called  the  Mdis 
or  CordiUeraSy  was  extremely  high,  and  covered 
with  fnow }  and  the  coaft  itfelf  Teemed  quite 
XQcky  and  barren,  and  the  water's  edge  (kirte^ 
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Irith  precipices.  In  fome  places  indeed'Jtlie?i 
appeared  feveral  deep  bays  running  into  thd 
land,  but  the  entrance  into  them  was  generally 
blocked  up  by  numbers  df  little  Iflands ;  and 
though  it  was  not  improbable  but  there  might 
be  convenient  Ihelter  in  fome  of  thofe  bays^ 
and  proper  channels  leading  thereto ;  yet  as  we 
were  utterly  ignorant  of  the  coaft,  had  we  been 
driven  afhore  by  the  weftern  winds  which  blew 
almoft  conftantly  there,  we  did  not  expeft  to 
have  avoided  the  lofs  of  our  (hips  and  of  our 
lives. 

And  this  continued  peril,  which  lalled  for 
above  a  fortnight,  was  greatly  aggravated  by 
the  difficulties  we  found  in  working  the  Ihip  j 
as  the  fturvy  had  by  this  time  dcflroyed  fo 
great  a  part  of  our  hauds^  and  had  in  fome 
degree  affedied  almoft  the  whole  crew.  Nor 
did  we,  as  we  hoped^  find  the  winds  lefs  vio- 
lent, as  we  advanced  to  the  northward  ;  for  wd 
had  often  prodigious  fqualls  which  fplit  out 
fails)  greatly  damaged  our  riggings  and  en- 
dangered dur  mafts.  Indeed,  during  the  greateft 
part  of  the  time  we  were  upon  this  coaft,  the 
wind  bleS;?  fo  hard,  that  in  another  fittlation^ 
where  we  had  fuffident  fea-room,  we  fhould 
certainly  have  lain  to  -,  but  in  the  prefent  exi- 
gency We  were  nccefTicated  to  carry  both  our 
courfes  and  top-fails,  in  order  to  keep  clear  of 
this  tee-fhore.  In  one  of  thefe  fqualls,  which 
was  attended  by  feveral  riolerit  claps  of  thunder^ 
a  fuddcn  flalh  of  fire  darted  along  our  decks^ 
which^  dividing,   exploded  with  a  report  like 
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that  oF  fcveral  plftols,  and  wounded  many  of 
our  men  and  officers  as  it  paflfcd,  marking  them 
in  dilferent  parts  of  the  body  :  This  flame  was 
attended  with  a  ftrong  fulpiiurous  ftench,  and 
was  doubtlefs  of  the  fame  nature  with  the  hirgcr 
and  more  violent  blafts  of  lightning  which  tJicn 
filled  the  air.         .  ' 

It  were  cndlefs  to  recite  minutely  the  various 
difaftcrs,  fatigues  and  terrors  which  we  encoun- 
tered on  this  coaft  -,  all  thefe  went  on  encreafing 
till  the  22d  of  Afny,  at  which  time,  the  fury 
of  all  the  (lorms  which  we  had  hitherto  encoun- 
tered, feemed  to  be  combined,  and  to  have  con- 
fpircd  our  dcllruftion.  In  this  hurricane  almoft 
all  our  fails  were  fplir,  and  great  part  of  our 
Handing  rigging  broken;  and,  about  eight  in 
the  evening,  a  mountainous  overgrown-fea  took 
us  upon  our  ftarboard-quarter,  and  gave  us  fo 
prodigious  a  fliock,  that  fevcral  of  our  Ihrouds 
broke  with  the  jerk,  by  which  our  mads  were 
greatly  endangered  ;  our  ballaft  and  ftores  too 
were  fo  ftrangely  fliifted,  that  the  Ihip  heeled 
afterwards  two  ftreaks  to  port.  Indeed  it  was 
a  mofl:  tn  nendous  blow,  and  we  were  thrown 
into  the  utmoft  conftemation  from  the  appre- 
henfion  of  inilantly  foundering ;  and  though  the 
wind  abated  in  a  few  hours  yet,  as  we  had  no 
more  fails  left  in  a  cond  on  to  bend  to  our 
yards,  the  (hip  laboured  v.  y  much  in  a  hollow 
fea,  rolling  gunwale  to,  ir  want  of  fail  to 
fteady  her  :  So  that  we  c...pe(5ted  our  malls, 
wliich  were  now  very  flendcrly  fupported,  to 
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tomt  by  the  board  every  moment.     However, 
we  exerted  ourfelves  the  beft  we  could  to  (lirrui) 
our  Ihrouds,  to  reeve  new  lanyards,  and  to  nienvl 
our  fails ;  but  while  tliefe  nccclfary  operations 
were  carrying  on,  we  ran  great  riique  of  being 
driven  on  ihore  on  the  llland  of  Cbiloe^  whicli 
was  not  far  iliftant  from  us  -,   but  in  the  midft 
of  our  peril  tlic  wind  liappily  fhiiu-d   to  the 
fouthward,  and  we  ftccrcd  off  the  land  with  th':; 
main-fail  only,    the  Mallt.r  aivl  niyfcif  under- 
talcing  the    management    of   the   lieJm,    while 
every  one  elfe  on  board  was  l^ufied  in  fecuring 
the  maib,  and  bending  the  fails  as  fall  as  tiiey 
could  be  repaired.     This  w.is  the  la  It  elVort  of 
that  flormy  climate  •,  for  in  a  day  or  two  after, 
we  got  clear  of  the  land,  and  found  the  weather 
more  moderate  than  we   had  yet  experienced 
fmcc  our  pafling  Streights  Le  Mnire.     And  now 
having  cruized  in  vain  for  iDore  than  a  fort- 
night in  queft  of  the  other  fliips  of  the  fqua- 
dron,  it  was  refolved  to  take  the  advantage  of 
the  prefent  favourable  feafon  and  the  offing  we 
had  made  from  this  terrible  coall,  and  to  make 
the  beft  of  our  way  ior  the  lllaid  of  Jiuni  Fer^ 
iiandes.     For  though  our  next  icndezvous  v/as 
rij)pointed  off  the  harbour  ot  Juildivia,  yet  as  wc 
hud  hitherto  ieen-  none  ot   our  C(jmpanions  at 
this  lirft  rendezv(  ,s,  it  was  not  to  be  fujipofcd 
that  any  of  them.  fXAild  be  found  at  tiie  f<'eond : 
Indeed  we  had  /•  X'  grcitell  reijon  to  ililpecf, 
that  all  but  our     %'cs  had  perilhcd.      Be  (ides, 
we  were  by  this  inne  reduced  Ui  I'o  lov/  a  eon- 
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dition,  that  inftead  of  attempting  to  attack  the 
places  of  the  enemy,  our  utmoft  hopes  could 
only  fugged:  to  us  the  poflibility  of  faving  tho 
fliip,  and  iomc  part  of  the  remaining  enfeebled 
crew,  by  our  fpeedy  arrival  at  Juatt  Femandes  j 
fur  this  was  the  only  road  in  that  part  of  the 
world  where  there  was  any  probability  of  our 
recovering  our  fick,  or  refitting  our  veflclj  and 
confequently  our  getting  thither  was  the  only 
chance  we  had  left  to  avoid  j>erilhing  at  fea. 

Our  deplorable  fituation  thr-n  allowing  no 
room  for  deliberation,  we  flood  for  the  Ifland 
of  Juan  Femandes  ;  and  to  fave  time,  whicli 
was  now  extremely  precious,  (o  ir  men  dying, 
tour,  five  and  fin  in  a  day)  and  1  kewife  to  avoid 
being  engaged  again  with  a  !ee-fliorc,  we  re- 
folved,  if  pofiible,  to  hit  Jie  Ifland  upon  a 
meridian.  And,  on  the  28th  of  A%,  being 
nearly  in  the  parallel  upon  which  it  is  laid 
down,  we  had  great  cxpedtatioiis  of  feeing  it  : 
But  not  finding  it  in  the  pofition  in  which  the 
charts  had  taught  us  to  cxped  it,  we  began  to 
fear  that  we  liad  got  too  tar  to  the  wellward  ; 
and  therefore,  though  the  Commodore  iiimlt'f 
was  flrongly  perfuadcd,  that  he  faw  it  oa  the 
morning  of  the  cSth,  yet  his  Officers  believing 
it  to  be  only  a  cloud,  to  which  opinion  the 
hnzinefs  of  the  weather  gave  fome  kind  of 
countenance,  it  Vis,  on  a  confukation,  rdblvfci 
to  iland  to  the  ealhvard,  in  the  parallel  ot  the 
I(land  -,  as  it  w.is  certain,  tiiat  by  this  (omle  wc 
fhfculd  either  fall  in  with  the  Ifland,  it  we  were 
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already  t6  the  weftward  of  It ;  or  fliould  at 
lead  make  the  main-land  of  Chili,  from  whence 
we  might  take  a  new  d^arture,  and  affure  our- 
felvcs,  by  running  to  the  weftward  afterwards, 
of  not  milTing  the  Ifland  a  fecond  time. 

On  the  30th  of  May  we  had  a  view  of  the 
Continent  of  Cbiliy  diftant  about  twelve  or  thir- 
teen leagues  j  the  land  made  exceeding  high 
and  uneven,  and  appeared  quite  white  -,  what 
we  faw  being  doubtlcfs  a  part  of  the  CcrdilleraSy 
whicii  are  always  covered  with  fnow.  Though 
by  this  view  of  the  land  we  afcertoined  our  pofi- 
tion,  yet  it  gave  us  great  uneafmefs  to  find  that 
we  had  fo  needlefbly  altered  our  courfe,  when 
we  were,  in  all  probability,  juft  upon  the  point 
of  making  the  Ifland  •,  for  the  mortality  amongft 
us  was  now  encr  'ifed  to  a  moft  dreadful  de- 
gree, and  thofe  who  remained  alive  were  utterly 
difpirited  by  this  new  difappointment,  and  the 
profped:  of  their  longer  continuance  at  fea  :  Our 
water  too  began  ro  grow  fcarce ;  fo  that  a  gene- 
ral dejection  prevailed  amongll  us,  which  ad- 
ded much  to  the  virulence  of  the  dileafe,  and 
deftroyed  numbers  of  our  bed  men  •,  and  to  all 
thcfe  calamities  there  was  added  this  vexatious 
circumftance,  that  when,  alter  having  got  a 
fight  of  the  Main,  wc  tacketl  and  ilood  to  the 
wcllward  in  quell  (^f  the  Ifiand,  we  v/ire  fo 
niiich  delayed  by  calms  and  contrary  winds,  tluit 
it  coll  us  nine  days  to  rej^ain  i]ic  welling;,  v/hic  h, 
\  'len  we  ftood  to  the  eallwird,  \ve  ran  down 
in  two.  In  this  defpomhng  condition,  with  a 
crazy  fhip,  a  great  fcarcity  ot  fji-fli  wart-r,  and 
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1  crew  fo  univerfally  difeafed,  that  there  were 
not  above  ten  fore-maft  men  in  a  watch  ca- 
pable of  doing  duty,  and  even  fome  of  thefe 
lame,  and  unable  to  go  aloft  :  Under  thefe 
diflieartning  circumftances,  I  fay,  we  ftood  to 
the  weftward  j  and,  on  the  9th  of  June,  at  day- 
break, we  at  laft  difcovercd  the  long-wifhed-for 
Ifland  of  Juan  Fernandes.  And  with  this  dif- 
covcry  I  fhall  clofc  this  chapter,  and  the  firfi: 
book,  after  obfei*ving  (which  will  fiirnifli  a  very 
rtrong  image  of  our  unparallticd  diftrcflTcs)  that 
by  our  fufpedting  ourfclves  to  be  to  tlic  weil- 
v/.ird  of  the  Ifland  on  the  28th  of  .W^v,  and,  in 
confcqucncc  of  this,  Handing  in  ibr  the  Main, 
wc  loft  between  fcventy  and  eighty  of  our  inePj 
whom  we  fhould  doubtlefs  h;ivc  fwcd,  had  wt 
made  the  Ifland  that  day,  which,  had  \\?  kept: 
on  our  coiirfc  for  a  few  hours  longer,  we  could 
not  ha\c  failed  to  have  done. 
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The  arrival  of  the  Centurion  at  the  Ifland  of 
yrian  Fernandes,  with  a  defcription  of  that 
Ifland. 
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ON  the  9th  of  June^  at  (iay -break,  as  is 
mentioned  in  the  preceding  cli.ipter,  wc 
firll  defcried  the  Ifland  of  Juan  Fir- 
nandrs^  bc4i"ing  N.  by  K.  {  E,  at  eleven  or 
twelve  leagues  diftance.  And  though,  on  this 
vie.v,  it  appeared  to  be  a  mountainous  place, 
extremely  ragged  and  irregular-,  yet,  as  it  was 
land,  and  the  land  we  fought  for,  it  was  to  us  a 
n)oll  agreeable  fight  ;  For  at  this  place  r)n1y  W3 
could  hoj^  to  put  a  period  to  thoic  terrible  ca- 
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lamities  wc  had  (o  long  ftriigglcd  with,  which 
had  already  fwcpt  away  above  halt  our  crew,  and 
which,  had  we  continued  a  few  days  longer  at 
fea,  would  inevitably  have  conipleatcd  our  ilc- 
ftni(5lion.  For  we  were  by  this  time  reduced  to 
fo  helplefs  a  condition,  tliat  out  ol  two  hundred 
and  odd  men  which  remained  alive,  wc  coulii 
not,  taking  all  our  watcliej,  togt-thor,  mufter 
hands  enough  to  work  the  /hip  on  an  emergency, 
though  we  included  the  olficers,  their  fcrvants, 
and  the  boys. 

The  wind  being  northerly  when  wt:  firfl:  made 
the  Ifland,  we  kept  plying  all  that  day,  and  the 
next  night,  in  order  to  get  in  with  the  land  i 
and  wearing  the  fhip  in  the  middle  watch,  wc 
had  a  melancholy  inllance  of  the  almolt  incredi- 
ble debility  of  our  people  •,  for  the  Lieutenant 
could  muiler  no  more  than  two  Qiiarter-maflers, 
jukI  fix  Fore-maft  men  capable  of  working  j  fo 
that  without  the  afliftanceof  the  officers,  fervanf? 
and  the  boys,  it  might  have  proved  impoffibli^ 
for  us  to  iiave  reached  tln^  Ifland,  after  we  had 
get  fight  of  it  ;  and  even  with  this  ani(tan«.t: 
they  were  two  hours  in  trimming  the  fails  :  To 
fo  wretched  a  condition  was  a  fixty  gun  fliip  re- 
duced, which  had  pafTcd  Strcights  Le  Maire  bur 
three  months  before,  wit  li  between  four  and  fi\'c 
hundred  men,  almoit  all  of  them  in  health  and 
vigour. 

However,  on  tl;e  loth  in  the  afternoon,  we 
got  under  the  lee  of  the  IflniKl,  and  kt  pt  '-ang- 
ing  :iiong  it,  at  about  two  miles  dillance,  in  or- 
der to  look  out  for  the  proper  lyiciiornge,  wlvicli 
4  was 


was  defcribcd  to  be  in  a  bay  on  tlic  North  fidq' 
And  now  being  nearer  in  with  the  ihore,we  coulti 
difcover  that  the  broken  craggy  precipices,  wlUcU 
had  appeared  fo  unpromifing  at  adil^ance,were  far 
from  barren,  being  in  moft  places  covered  with 
woods ;  and  that  between  them  there  were  every 
where  interfperfed  the  finell  vaUies,  clothed  witli 
a  moft  beautiful  verdure,  and  watered  with  nil* 
mcrous  ftreams  and  cafcades,  no  valley,  of  any 
extent,  being  unprovided  of  its  proper  rill,  Tht 
water  too,  as  we  afterwards  found,  was  not  inr 
ferior  to  any  we  had  ever  tafted,  and  was  con- 
ftantly  clear  :  So  that  the  afped  of  tliis  country 
would,  at  all  times,  have  been  extremely  de- 
lightful, but  in  our  diftrefl'ed  fituation,  languilh- 
ing  as  we  were  for  the  land  and  its  vegetable 
productions,  (an  inclination  conftantly  attending 
every  ftage  of  the  fea-fcurvy)  it  is  fcarcely  cre- 
dible with  what  eagernefs  and  tranfport  we 
viewed  the  Ihore,  and  with  how  much  impati- 
ence we  longed  for  the  greens  and  other  refrelh- 
ments  which  were  then  in  fight,  and  particularly 
tor  the  water,  for  of  this  we  had  been  confined 
to  a  very  fparing  allowance  for  a  confiderablc 
time,  and  had  then  but  five  ton  remaining  on 
board.  Thole  only  who  iiavc  endured  a  long  fe- 
ries  of  thirft,  and  who  can  readily  recal  the  de- 
fire  and  agitation  which  the  ideas  alone  of  fprings 
and  brooks  have  at  that  time  raifcd  in  them,  can 
judge  of  the  emotion  with  which  we  eyed  a  large 
cafcade  of  the  mofl  tranlparent  water,  which 
pouved  itfelf  from  d,  ruck  near  a  hundred  fees 
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high  into  tlie  Rm,  at  a  iinall  difl.im  c  rioin  iIk^ 
fhip.  Kven  thole  amonp.ll  the  diledfeci,  who 
were  not  in  the  very  hilt  li.iges  ul  the  diflemprr, 
though  they  had  been  long  confined  to  their  ham- 
mocks, exerted  the  linall  remains  ot  llren<!,th 
that  was  It  fc  them,  and  crawled  up  to  the  dec  k 
to  fealt  tlicmlelves  with  tliis  ievivin<^  profpctr. 
Thus  we  co.illed  the  Ihore,  lully  employed  in 
the  contemplation  of  tliis  divcrfified  landfl^ip, 
which  ftill  improved  upon  us  the  lurther  we  ad- 
vanced. Hut  at  Liil  the  nif?;ht  clofed  upon  us, 
before  we  had  latisried  ourillves  whicli  was  tlie 
proper  bay  to  anchor  in  ;  and  therefore  wc  re- 
iblved  to  keep  in  foundings  all  night,  (we  h.iv- 
ing  then  Irom  fixty-l'our  to  feventy  tathom)  and 
to  fend  our  lx>at  next  morninc;  to  dilcover  the 
road  :  H(Avevcr,  the  current  Ihitted  in  the  night, 
and  let  us  lb  near  the  land,  tliat  we  were  obliged 
to  let  go  the  bell  lx)wer  in  iifty-lix  fathom,  not 
hall  a  mile  from  the  ihore.  At  four  in  the 
morning,  tlie  Cutter  w.is  difpatched  with  our 
third  Lieutenant  to  Hnd  out  the  biy  we  were  in 
fearch  of,  who  returned  again  at  noon  with  the 
boat  ladi  ii  with  fcals  and  grafh  •,  for  though  the 
Ifland  abounded  with  better  vegetables,  )  ct  the 
boat's-crcw,  in  their  lluMt  ll.iy,  had  not  met 
with  them  i  and  tlr-y  \\A\  knew  that  t  \en  graLs 
would  ])rovea  dainty,  aivl  iiideed  it  w.-s  all  Jocn 
and  eamrlv  devoured.  'Ilu*  lv.ii!^  loo  v\(  re  (\>n 
fidea-l  as  iVefli  provifjon  ;  ln:t  as  yd  w^v:  v. 'I 
much  admired,  tho*  they  grev/  aicerv;.::\!5  ituo 
more  repute  :  For  wljir  rendered  theni  lef->  va 
luablc  ai  U^i»  jun(fli!:e,  wab-  die  prodimous  quan- 
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tity  oF  excellent  fifli,  which  the  people  on  board 
had  taken,  during  the  abfcnce  of  the  boat.  ' 

The  Cutter,  in  this  expedition,  had  difco* 
vcred  the  bay  where  we  intended  to  anchor, 
which  we  found  was  to  the  weftward  of  our  pre- 
fent  Nation  -,  and,  the  next  morning,  the  weather 
proving  favourable,  we  endeavoured  to  weigh, 
in  order  to  proceetl  thither :  But  though,  on  this 
occalion,  we  nniftered  all  the  ftrcngth  we  could, 
obliging  I  ven  the  Tick,  who  were  fcarcc  able  to 
kcej)  on  their  legs  to  afllft  us  •  yet  the  capftan 
was  fo  weakly  manned,  thai  it  was  near  four 
iiours  before  we  hove  the  cable  riglit  up  and 
ilown  :  Afttr  which,  wirh  our  urmolt  elForts, 
and  with  many  I'urgrs  and  fome  purehafcs  we 
niatie  ufe  oi  to  cncrCcifc  our  power,  we  found 
(AuM'elves  incapable  of  llarting  the  anchor  from 
the  ground.  J  lowcver,  at  noon,  as  a  h'clh  gale 
bU  vv  towards  the  bay,  we  were  induced  to  fet 
the  fails,  which  fortunately  tri}iped  the  anchor  ; 
on  which  we  Iteered  along  Ihorc,  till  we  came 
a-brea(V  of  th'.»  point  tliat  forms  the  caftcrn  part 
of  the  bay.  Ov\.  the  opening  ol  the  bay,  the 
wind,  tliat  Jiad  befriended  us  thus  far,  Ihifted 
and  blew  from  thence  in  fqualls  •,  but  by  means 
ot  the  head-way  we  had  got,  we  looted  clofe  in, 
till  the  anchor  bn^ught  us  up  in  fifty-fix  fathom. 
Soon  after  we  had  thus  got  to  our  new- birth, 
we  difco\-cred  a  fail,  wiiich  we  made  no  doubt 
was  one  of  our  fquadron  ;  and  on  its  nearer  ap- 
proach, we  found  it  to  be  the  Tryal  Sloop.  We 
immediately  fent  fome  of  our  hands  on  board 
her,  by  whofe  allilhiacc  flic  was  brought  to  an 
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Jtttchbr  bctT(reen  us  and  the  land.     We  fborf 
found  that  the  Sloop  had  not  been  exempted 
from  thofe  ealamities  which  wc  had  fo  feverely 
felt ;    for  her  Commander,    Captain  Saunders^ 
i^aiting  on  the  Commodore,  informed  him,  that 
out  of  his  fmall  complement,  he  had  buried  thirty- 
four  of  his  men  ;  and  thofe  that  remained  were 
fp  univerially  afflidted  with  the  fcurvy,  that  only 
himfelf,  his  Lieutenant,  and  three  of  his  men, 
were  able  to  ftand  by  the  fails.     The  Tryal  came 
to  an  anchor  within  us,  on  the  i  zth,  abopt  noonj 
^d  wc  carried  our  hawfers  on  board  her,  in  or- 
der to  moor  ourfelves  nearer  in  fliore  ;    but  the 
wind  coming  off  the  land  in  violent  gufts,  pre- 
vented our  mooring  in  the  birth  we  intended,  ef- 
pecially  as  our  principal  attention  was  now  em- 
ployed on  bufinefs  rather  of  more  importance  $ 
for  we  were  now  extremely  occupied  in  fending 
on  fhore  materials  to  raife  tents  for  the  reception 
of  the  Cck,   who  died  apace   on  board,   and 
doubtlefs  the  diilemper  was  confiderably  aug- 
mented, by  the  ftench  and  filthinefs  in  which 
rhey  lay  ;  for  the  number  of  the  difeafed  was  fo 
great,  and  fo  few  could  be  fpared  from  the  ne- 
ceffary  duty  of  the  fails  to  look  after  them,  that 
it  was  impoflible  to  avoid  a  great  relaxation  in 
the  article  of  cleanlinefs,  which  had  rendered  the 
ftiip  extremely  loathfome  between  decks.     But 
notwithftanding  our  defire  of  freeing  the  fick 
from  tlieir  hateful  fituation,  and  their  own  ex- 
ti'eme  impatience  to  get  on  fliore,  we  had  not 
hands  enough  to  prepare  the  tents  for  their  re- 
ception  before  the    i6th  ^    but  on  that   and 
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the  tw6  following  days  we  fent  them  all  6li 
fliore,  amounting  to  a  hundred  and  fixty-fcvcn 
perfons,  befides  at  leaft  a  dozen  who  died  in  the 
boats,  on  their  being  expofed  to  the  frefh  air. 
The  greateft  part  of  our  fick  were  fo  infirm, 
that  we  were  obliged  to  carry  them  out  of  the 
fhip  in  their  hammocks,  and  to  convey  them  af- 
terwards in  the  fame  manner  from  the  water-fide 
to  their  tents,    over  a  ftony  beach.     This  was  a 
work  of  confiderable  fatigue  to  the  few  who 
were  healthy,    and  therefore  the  Commodore, 
with  his  accullomed  humanity,  not  only  alTifted 
herein  with  his  own  labour,  but  obliged  his  Of- 
ficers, without  diftinftion,  to  give  their  helping; 
hand.     The  extreme  weaknefs  of  our  fick  mvf 
in  fome  meafure  be  collefled  from  the  numl.'>cr9 
who  died  after  they  had  got  on  fliore  ;  for  it  had 
generally  been  found,  that  the  lai  J,  and  the  re- 
frefhments  it  produces,  very  foon  recover  molt 
Ihges  of  the  fea-fcurvy ;  and  we  flattered  our- 
felves,  that  thofe  who  had  not  perifhed  on  this 
firft  expofure  to  the  open  air,  but  had  lived  to  be 
placed  in  their  tents,  would  have  been  fpeedily 
reflored  to  their  health  and  vigour  :  But,  to  out 
great  mortification,  it  was  near  twenty  days  after 
their  landing,  before  the  mortality  was  tolerably 
ceafed ;  and  for  the  firfl  ten  or  twelve  days,  we 
buried  rarely  lefs  than  fix  each  day,  and  many  of 
thofe,  who  iurvived,  recovered  by  very  (low  and 
infenfible  degrees.    Indeed,  thofe  who  were  well 
enough  at  their  firft  getting  on  fliore,   to  creep 
out  of  their  tents,  and  crawl  about,  were  foon 
relieved,  and  recovered  their  healtii  and  ftrength 
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\n  a  very  Ihort  time  ;  but  in  the  reft,  the  difcafc 
feemed  to  have  acquired  a  degree  of  inveteracy 
which  was  altogether  without  example. 

Having  proceeded  thus  far,  and  got  Our  Tick 
on  fhore,  I  think  itneceflary,  before  I  enter  into 
hny  longer  detail  of  our  tranfa6tions,  to  give  a 
diftinft  account  of  this  Ifland  of  Juan  Fernandes^ 
its  fituation,  productions,  and  ail  its  convenien- 
cies.     Thefe  particulars  we  were  well  enabled  to 
be   minutely   inftrufted   in,    during  our  three 
months  ftay  there  ;  and  as  it  is  the  only  com- 
modious place  in  thofe  feas,  where  Britijh  crui- 
fers  can  refrefli  aAd  recover  their  men  after  their 
paflage  i  aund  Cape  Horn^  and  where  they  may 
remain  for  fome  time  without  alarming  the  Spa- 
nijh  coaft,  thefe  its  advantages  well  merit  a  cir- 
cumflantial  defcription.     And  indeed  Mr.  Anfon 
was  particularly  induftrious  in  direfling  the  roads 
and  coafts  to  be  furveyed,  and  other  obfcrvations 
to  be  made,  knowing,  from  his  own  experience, 
of  how  great  confequence,  thefe  materials  might 
prove  to  any  Britijh  veflels  hereafter  employed  in 
thofe  feas.    For  the  uncertainty  we  were  in  of  its 
pofition,  and  our  (landing  in  for  the  Main  on  the 
28th  of  M^y,  in  order  to  fecure  a  fufficient  ealt- 
ing,  when  we  were  indeed  extremely  near  it, 
coft  us  the  lives  of  between  feventy  and  eighty 
of  our  men,  by  our  longer  continuance  at  Tea  : 
From  which  fatal  accident  we  might  have  been 
exempted,  had  we  been  furnidied  with  fuch  an 
account  of  its  fituation,  as  we  could  fully  have 
dcj)endedon.         .  . 
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The  IQand  of  Juan  Fernanda  Ilea  in  the  lad-r 
tude  of  33°  :  40'  South,  and  is  a  hundred  and 
ten  leagues  diftant  from  the  Continent  of  Chilu 
h.  is  faid  to  have  received  its  name  from  a  5^<?«- 
ard^  who  formerly  procured  a  grant  of  it,  and 
refided  there  fome  time  with  a  view  of  fettling 
it,  bet  afterwards  abandoned  it.  On  approach- 
ing it  on  its  eaft  fide,  it  appears,  as  reprefented 
in  the  fourteenth  plate*  where  {a)  is  a  fmall 
Ifland,  called  Goat  IJland^  to  the  S.  W.  of  it  * 
{h)  a  rock>  called  Monkey  Key^  almoft  contigu- 
ous to  it ;  {(■)  is  the  Eaft  Bay^  {d)  'Vumberland 
Bay^  where  we  moored,  and  which^  as  will  be 
obferved,  is  the  belt  road  for  (hipping,  and  {e) 
the  Eaft  bay.  The  Ifland  itfelf  is  of  an  irregu- 
lar figure^  as  may  be  fecn  by  the  very  exa^t  plan 
of  it  in  the  fifteenth  plate.  Its  greateft  extent 
being  between  four  and  five  leagues,  and  its 
jpreateft  breadth  fomewhat  Ihort  of  two  le^ues. 
The  oiily  fafe  anchoring  at  this  Ifland  is  on  the 
North  fide^  where  are  the  three  bays  mentioned 
above*  but  the  middlemoft  known  by  the  name 
of  Cumberland  Bay^  is  the  wideft  and  deepefl, 
and  in  dl  refpefts  miich  the  beft  •,  the  other  two 
bays*  denominated  the  Eaft  and  Weft  bays,  are 
fcarccly  more  than  good  landing  places,  where 
})oats  may  conveniently  put  their  cafk  on  ihore^ 
Tliere  is  a  plan  of  the  N.  E.  fide  of  the  Ifland, 
containing  thefe  three  bays,  drawn  by  a  large  fcale, 
in  plate  the  fixteenth  j  where  it  appears,  that  Cum- 
berland  Bay  is  pretty  well  fecured  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  lying  only  expofed  from  the  N.  by  W<  to 
the  E.  by  S  i  and  as  the  northerly  winds  fcldom 
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blow  in  that  climate,  and  never  with  any  vio- 
lence, the  danger  from  that  quarter  is  not  worth 
attending  to.  To  diftinguifh  this  bay  the  better 
at  fea,  I  have  added  a  very  exaft  view  of  it, 
in  the  1 7th  plate,  which  will  enable  all  future 
Navigators  readily  to  find  it. 

As  the  bay  lad  defcribed,  or  Cumberland  Bay, 
is  by  far  the  moft  commodious  road  in  the  Ifland, 
fo  it  is  advifeable  for  all  Ihips  to  anchor  on  the 
wcftern  fide  of  this  bay,  within  little  more  than 
two  cables  length  of  the  beach.  Here  they  may 
ride  in  forty  fathom  of  water,  and  be,  in  a  great 
mcafurc,  fhcltered  from  a  large  heavy  fea,  which 
comes  rolling  in  whenever  an  eaftcrn  or  a  weft- 
crn  wind  blows.  It  is  however  expedient,  in 
this  cafe,  to  cackle  or  arm  the  cables  with  an 
iron  chain,  or  good  rounding,  for  five  or  fix  fa- 
thom from  tlic  anchor,  to  fecure  them  from 
being  rubbed  by  the  foulnefs  of  the  ground. 

I  have  before  obferved,  that  a  northerly  wind, 
to  which  alone  this  bay  is  expofed,  very  rarely 
blew  during  our  ftay  here ;  and  as  it  was  then 
winter,  it  may  be  fuppofed,  in  other  feafons,  to 
be  Icfs  frequent.  Indeed,  in  thofe  few  inftances, 
when  it  was  in  that  quarter,  it  did  not  blow 
with  any  great  force  :  But  this  perhaps  might  be 
owing  to  the  highlands  on  the  fouthward  of  rhe 
bay,  which  checked  its  current,  and  thereby 
abated  its  violence  j  for  we  had  reafon  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  a  few  leagues  off,  it  blew  with  confi- 
derable  force,  fince  it  fometimes  drove  before  it 
a  prodigious  fea,  in  which  we  rode  fore-caftle  in. 
But  though  the  northern  winds  are  never  to  be 
■      '  appre- 
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iapptehended,  yet  the  fouthem  winds,  which  ge- 
nerally prevail  here,  frequently  blow  off  the 
land  in  violent  gulls  and  iqualls,  which  however 
rarely  laft  longer  than  two  or  three  minutes. 
This  feems  to  be  owing  to  the  obftruftion  of 
the  fouthern  gale,  by  the  hills  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  bay  ;  for  the  wind  being  collected 
by  this  mcansi  at  laft  forces  its  paflage  through 
the  narrow  Vallies,  which j  like  fo  many  funnels^ 
both  facilitate  its  efcape,  and  increafe  its  vio- 
lence. Thefe  frequent  aad  fudden  gufts  make 
it  difficult  for  Ihips  to  work  in  with  the  wind  ofl' 
Ihore,  or  to  keep  a  clear  hawfe  when  anchored. 
The  northern  part  of  this  Ifland  is  compofed 
of  high  craggy  liills,  many  of  them  inaccef- 
fible,  though  generally  covered  with  trees*  The 
foil  of  this  part  is  loofe  and  Ihallowi  fo  that 
very  large  trees  on  the  hills  foon  perifh  for  want 
of  root,  and  are  cafily  overturned ;  which  oc- 
cafioned  the  unfortunate  death  of  one  of  our 
failors,  who  being  upon  the  hills  in  fearch  of 
goatsj  caught  hold  of  a  tree  upon  a  declivity  to 
aflift  him  in  his  afcent^  and  this  giving:  way^ 
he  immediately  rolled  down  the  hill^  and  tho* 
in  his  fall  he  fattened  on  another  tree  of  con- 
fiderable  bulkj  yet  that  too  gave  way,  and  he 
fell  amongft  the  rocks,  and  was  daihed  to  pieces. 
Mr.  Brett  too  met  with  an  accident  only  by  reft- 
ing  his  back  againft  a  tree,  near  as  large  about 
as  himfelf,  which  ftood  on  a  flope  -,  for  the  tree 
giving  way,  he  fell  to  a  Confiderable  diftance, 
though  without  receiving  any  harm.  ;  -    -^ 
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Titt  Ibuthern,  or  rather  the  S.  W.  part  of  the 
jUIand,  as  dilUnguiihed  in  the  plan,  is  widely 
different  from  the  reft,  being  dry,  ftony,  and 
dcftitute  of  trees,  but  very  flat  and  low,  com- 
pared with  tlie  hills  on  the  northern  part.  This 
part  of  the  Ifland  is  never  frequented  by  Ihips, 
being  furrounded  by  a  fteep  Ihore,  and  having 
little  or  no  frelh  water  j  and  befides,  it  is  ex- 
pofed  to  the  foutherly  wind,  which  generally 
blows  here  the  whole  year  round,  and  in  the 
winter  folftice  very  hard.  The  trees  of  which 
the  woods  on  the  northern  fide  of  the  IQand  are 
compofed,  are  moft  of  them  aromaticks,  and 
of  many  ditferent  forts  :  There  are  none  of 
them  of  a  fize  to  yield  any  confiderable  timber, 
except  tl>e  myrtle-trees,  which  are  the  largell 
on  the  IQand,  and  fupplied  us  with  all  tlic  tim- 
ber we  made  ufe  of  i  but  even  thefe  would 
not  work  to  a  greater  length  than  forty  feet. 
•'J'he  top  of  the  jnyrtle-tree  i»  circular,  and  ap- 
pears as  uniform  and  regular,  as  if  it  ha4  been 
clipped  by  art  -,  it  bears  on  its  bark  an  excre- 
fcence  like  mofs,  which  in  tafte  and  fmeli  rc- 
fembles  garlick,  and  was  ufed  by  our  people 
inftead  of  it.  We  found  here  too  the  piemento- 
tree,  and  likewife  the  cabbage-tree,  though  in 
no  great  plenty.     ■,,.     ..       ;  n;  ,. 

Our  prifoners  obferved,  that  the  appearance 
«)f  the  hills  in  fome  part  of  the  Kland  refembled 
that  of  the  mountains  in  Chili,  wliere  the  gold 
is  found :  So  that  it  is  not  impoiTible  but  mines 
might  be  difcovered  here.    We  obferved,  in 
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fomc  places,  feveral  hl.'ls  of  a  peculiar  fort  of 
red  earth,  exceeding  vermilion  in  colour,  which 
perhaps,  on  examination,  might  prove  ufeful 
for  many  purpofes.  •-  " 

Befides  a  great  number  of  plants  of  various 
kinds  which  are  to  be  met  with  upon  the  Ifland, 
but  which  we  were  not  botanifts  enough  either 
to  defcribe,  or  attend  to,  we  found  there  almoft 
all  the  vegetables,  which  are  ufually  efteemed 
to  be  particularly  adapted  to  the  cure  of  thbfe 
fcorbutick  diforders,  which  are  contrafted  by 
fait  diet  and  long  voyages.  For  he***!  we  had 
great  quantities  of  water-creflls  and  purflain, 
with  excellent  wild-forrel,  and  .a  vaP^  profufion 
of  turnips  and  Sicilian  radiflies  :  Thefe  two  laft, 
having  fome  refemblance  to  each  other,  were 
confounded  by  our  people  under  the  general 
name  of  turnips.  We  ufually  preferred  the  tops 
of  the  turnips  to  the  roots,  which  were  often 
ftringy  •,  though  fome  of  them  were  free  from 
that  exception,  and  remarkably  good.  Thefe 
vegetables,  with  the  filh  and  flefti  we  found 
here,  and  which  I  ihall  more  particularly  de- 
fcribe hereafter,  were  not  only  extremely  grate- 
ful to  our  palates,  after  the  long  courfe  of  fait 
diet  which  we  had  been  confined  to,  but  were 
likewife  of  the  moll  flilutary  confequence  to  our 
fick  in  recovering  and  invigorating  them,  and 
of  no  mean  fervice  to  us  who  were  well,  in  de- 
itroying  the  lurking  feeds  of  the  fcurvy,  from 
which  perhaps  none  of  us  were  totally  exempt, 
and  in  rcfrelhing  and  reftoring  us  to  our  wonted 
ftrength  and  adivity. 
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Befides  the  vegetables  I  have  mentioned,  of 
which  we  made  perpetual  ufe,  we  found  many 
acres  of  ground  covered  with  oats  and  clover. 
There  were  alfo  fome  few  cabbage-trees  upon 
the  Ifland,  as  obferved  before  -,  but  as  they  gene- 
rally grew  on  the  precipices,  and  in  dangerous 
fituations,  and  as  it  was  neceflary  to  cut  down 
J.  large  tree  for  every  fingle  cabbage,  this  was  a 
dainty  that  we  were  able  but  rarely  to  indulge  in. 

The  excellence  of  the  climate  and  the  loofe- 
nefs  of  the  foil  render  this  place  extremely  pro- 
per for  all   kinds  of  vegetation ;    for  if  the 
ground  be  any  where  accidentally  turned  up,  it 
is  immediately  overgrown  with  turnips  and  Si- 
cilian radilhes  j  and  therefore  Mr.  Jnfon  having 
with  him  garden-feeds  of  all  kinds,   and  ftones 
of  different  forts  of  fruits,    he,  for  the  better 
accommodation  of  his  countrymen  who  fliould 
hereafter  touch  here,  fowed  both  lettices,  car- 
rots, and  other  garden  plants,    and  fet  in  the 
woods  a  great  variety  of  plumb,  apricock,  and 
peach  ftones  :   And  thefe  laft  he  has  been  in- 
formed have  fmce  thriven  to  a  very  remarkable 
degree  \  for  fome  Gentlemen)  who  in  their  paf- 
fage  from  Lima  to  Old  Spain  were  taken  and 
brought  to  England,  having  procured  leave  to 
Wait  upon  Mr.  jinfon,  to  thank  him  for  his  gene- 
rofity  and  humanity  to  his  prifoners,  fome  of 
whom  were  their  relations,  they,   in  cafual  dif- 
courfe  with  him  about  his  tranfadlions  in  the 
Scuib-Seas,    particularly  afked   him,   if  he  had 
jiot  planted  a  great  nun;ibcr  of  fruit-ftones  on 

the 


the  Ifland  of  Juan  Fernandes,  for  they  told  him, 
their  late  Navigators  had  difcovered  there  num- 
bers of  peach-trees  and  apricock-trees,  which 
being  fruits  before  unobferved  in  that  place, 
they  concluded  tlicm  to  be  produced  from  ker- 
nels fet  by  him. 

And  this  may  in  general  fufiice  as  to  the  foil 
and  vegetable  productions  of  this  place  :  But 
the  face  of  the  country,  at  Icaft  of  the  North 
part  of  the  Iflantl,  is  fo  extremely  Angular, 
tlut  I  cannot  avoid  giving  it  a  particular  con- 
fideration.  I  have  already  taken  notice  of  the 
wild,  inhofpitable  air  with  which  it  firlt  appear- 
ed to  us,  and  the  gradual  improvement  of  this 
uncouth  landfkip  as  we  drew  nearer,  till  we 
were  at  lall  captivated  by  the  numerous  beauties 
we  difcovered  on  the  fliore.  And  I  muft  now 
add,  that  we  found,  during  the  time  of  our 
refidence  there,  that  the  inland  parts  of  the 
Ifland  did  no  ways  fall  fhort  of  the  fanguine 
prepoflefiions  which  we  firft  entertained  in  their 
favour. 

For  the  woods  which  covered  moft  of  die 
fteepeft  hills,  were  fret  from  all  bullies  and  un- 
derwood, and  afforded  an  eafy  paflage  through 
every  part  of  them  j ,  and  the  irregularities  of 
the  hills  and  precipices,  in  tl  e  northern  part  of 
the  Ifland,  neceflarily  traced  out  by  their  va- 
rious combinations  a  great  number  of  romantic 
vallies  \  moft  of  which  had  a  ftream  of  the 
clearefl  water  running  through  them,  that  tum- 
bled in  cafcades  from  rock  to  rock,   as  the 

M  4  bottom 


'■7  m         'j 


kl 


,  * 


(  J68  ) 

Iwttom  of  the  valley,  by  the  courfc  of  the 
neighbouring  hills,  was  at  any  time  broken  into 
a  fudden  fharp  defcent :  Some  particular  fpots 
occurred  in  thefc  valiies,  where  the  fhade  and 
fragrance  of  tlie  contiguous  woods,  the  loftincfs 
of  the  overhanging  rocks,  and  the  tranfparency 
and  frequent  falls  of  the  neighbouring  ftreams, 
prefented  fcenes  of  fuch  elegance  and  dignity, 
as  would  perhaps  with  difficulty  be  rivalled  in 
any  other  part  of  the  globe.  It  is  in  this  place, 
perhaps,  that  the  fimple  produdions  of  unafTift- 
ed  nature  may  be  faid  to  excel  all  the  fidlitious 
defcriptions  of  the  moft  animated  imagination. 
I  ftiall  finiih  this  article  with  a  fhort  account  ot 
that  fpot  where  the  Commodore  pitched  his 
tent,  and  which  he  made  choke  of  for  his  own 
refidence,.  though  I  defpair  of  conveying  an 
adequate  idea  of  its  beauty.  This  piece  of 
ground  which  he  chofe  was  a  fmall  kwn,  that 
lay  on  a  little  afcent,  at  the  diftance  of  about 
half  a  mile  from  the  fea.  In  the  front  of  his 
tent  there  was  a  large  aven\ie  cut  through  the 
woods  to  the  iea-fide,  which  Hoping  to  the  wa- 
ter, with  a  gentle  defcent,  opened  a  profpeft  of 
the  bay  and  the  jfhips  at  anchor.  This  lawn 
was  fcreened  behind  by  a  tall  wood  of  myrtle 
fweeping  round  it,  in  the  form  of  a  theatre,  the 
ground  on.  which  the  wood  ftood,  rifing  with  a 
much  (harper  afcent  than  the  lawn  itfelf,  though 
not  fo  much,  but  that  the  hills  and  precipices 
within  land  towered  up  confiderably  above  the 
tops  of  the  trees,  and  added  to  the  grandeur  of 
■  .-.  -  the 
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the  view.  There  were,  befides,  trw  ftortw  tf 
chryftal  water,  which  ran  on  the  right  aftd  fert 
of  the  tent,  within  an  hundred  yards  d?ftaiwi?,' 
and  were  Ihaded  by  the  trees  which  ikirtcd  thfe 
lawn  on  cither  fide,  and  compleated'  «h«  fym- 
inctry  of  the  whok.  Some  faint  conception^ 
of  the  elegance  of  this  fituation  may  perhaps  bej 
better  deduced  firom  the  draught  of  it,  m  bt 
feen  in  the  i8th  plate.  '^-n    » *  i-^-v  ,"» 

Ic  remains  now  only  that  we  fpeak  of  thA 
animals  and  proviiions  which  wc  met  with  at 
this  place.  Fomer  writers  have  related,  that 
this  liland  abounded  with  vad. numbers  of  gonts^ 
and  their  accounts  are  not  to  be  queftioncd*  thi$ 
place  being  the  ufual  haunt  of  the  buccaneers 
and  privateers^  who  formerly  frequented  tho(« 
fcas.  And  there  are  two  inftances ;  one  of  a 
Mufquito  Indian,  and  the  other  of  Alexander  Sek 
kirky  a  Scotchman^  who  were  left  by  tiieic  re^ 
fpediive  fhips,  and  lived  alone  upon  this  Ifland 
for  fome  years,  and  confequently  were  no  ftranr 
gers  to  its  produce.  Selkirk^  who  was  th&  1^^ 
after  a  ftay  of  between  four  and  five  years,  was 
taken  off  the  place  by  the  Duke  and  Duchefs 
Privateers  of  Brijioly  as  may  be  feen  at  large  iji 
the  journal  of  their  voyage  :  His  manner  of 
life,  during  his  folitude,  was  in  moft  particulars 
very  remarkable  •,  but  there  is  one  circumftancc 
he  relates,  which  was  fo  ftrangely  verified  by 
our  own  obfervation,  that  I  cannot  help  reciting 
it.  He  tells  us,  among  other  things,  as  he 
often  caught  more  goats  than  he  wanted,   he 
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Ibmctimes  'marked  their  cars  and  let  them  g(y; 
This  was  about  thirty-two  years  before  our  ar- 
rival at  the  Ifland.  Now  it  happened,  that  the 
firft  goat  that  was  killed  by  our  people  at  their 
landing  had  his  ears  flit,  whence  we  concluded, 
|hat  he  had  doubtlefs  been  formerly  under  the 
power  of  Selkirk.  This  was  indeed  an  animal 
of  a  moft  venerable  afpe6b,  dignified  with  an 
exceeding  majcftic  beard,  and  with  many  other 
fymptoms  of  antiquity.  During  our  ftay  on 
the  Ifland,  we  met  with  others  marked  in  the 
fame  manner,  all  the  males  being  difl:inguiflied 
by  an  exuberance  of  beard,  and  every  other 
cluiradterifliick  of  extreme  age.  "  '"■- 

^  But  the  great  numbers  of  goats,  which  for- 
mer writers  defcribed  to  have  been  found  upon 
this  Ifland,  are  at  prefent  very  much  diminiflied : 
For  the  Spaniards  being  informed  of  the  advan- 
tages which  the  buccaneers  and  privateers  drew 
from  the  provifions  which  goats-flefli  here  fur- 
niflied  them  with,  they  have  endeavoured  to  ex- 
tii'pate  the  breed,  thereby  to  deprive  their  ene- 
mies of  this  relief.  For  this  purpofe,  they  have 
^ut  on  fliore  great  numbers  of  large  dogs,  who 
have  encreafed  apace,  and  have  deftroyed  all  the 
goats  in  the  acceflible  part  of  tlie  country  ;  fo 
that  there  now  remain  only  a  few  amongft  the 
craggs  and  precipices,  where  the  dogs  cannot 
follow  them.  Thefe  are  divided  into  fsparate 
!ierds  of  twenty  or  thirty  each,  which  inhabit 
diftinft  faflinefles,  and  never  mingle  with  each 
pther  :   By  this  means  we  found  it  extremely 
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difficult  to  kill  them ;  and  yet  "We  were  fo  dd^ 
firous  of  their  flefh,  which  wc  all  agreed  much 
refembled  venifon,  that  we  got  knowledge,  I 
believe,  of  all  their  herds,  and  it  was  conceiv- 
ed, by  comparing  their  numbers  together,  that 
they  fcarcely  exceeded  two  bundled  upon  the 
whole  Ifland.  I  remember  we  had  once  an  op- 
portunity of  obferving  a  remarkable  difpute  be- 
twixt a  herd  of  thefe  animals  and  a  number  of 
dogs ;  for  going  in  our  boat  into  the  caftcrn 
bay,  we  faw  fome  dogs  running  very  eagerly 
upon  the  foot,  and  being  willing  to  difcover 
what  game  they  were  after,  we  lay  upon  our 
oars  'fome  time  to  view  them,  and  at  laft  wc 
faw  them  take  to  a  hill,  ^nd  looking  a  little  fur- 
ther, we  obferved  upon  the  ridge  of  it  an  herd 
of  goats,  which  feemed  drawn  up  for  their  re- 
ception i  there  was  a  very  yarrow  path  Ikirted, 
on  each  fide  by  precipices,  on  which  the  Maf- 
ter  of  the  herd  pofted  himfelf  fronting  the 
enemy,  the  reft  of  the  goats  being  all  behindl 
him,  where  the  ground  was  more  open ;  A» 
this  fpot  was  inacceflible  by  any  other  path,  ex-: 
cepting  where  this  champion  had  placed  himfelf,; 
the  dogs,  though  they  ran  up-hill  with  great 
alacrity,  yet  when  they  came  within  about  twen- 
ty yards  of  hin^  durft  not  encounter  him,  (for 
he  would  infallibly  have  driven  them  down  the 
precipice)  but  gave  over  the  chace,  and  quietly 
laid  themfelves  down,  panting  at  a  great  rate. 

The  dogs,  who,   as  I  have  mentioned,  are 
matters  of  all  the  accefliblc  parts  of  the  IQand, 
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Jfe  of  varidus  kJhds,  but  fome  of  them  reiy 
!^ge,  and  arc  multrplied  to  a  prodigious  degree. 
They  fometiines  came  down  to  oiir  habitations  at 
night,  and  ftolc  our  provifion ;  and  once  or  twice 
they  fet  upon  fingle  perfons,  bat  afllftance  being 
at  hand,  they  were  driven  off  without  doing 
any  mifchicf.  As  at  prefent  it  is  rare  for  [;oats 
to  fall  in  their  way,  we  conceived  that  they 
Kred  principally  upon  young  feak  *,  and  indeed 
feme  of  our  people  had  the  curiofity  to  kill  dogs 
fometimes  nnd  drefs  them,  and  they  feemed  to 
agree  that  they  had  a  filhy  tafte.  ^  '^  ^  '    * 

GoatSrflefh,  as  I  have  meritioned,  being  fcarcc, 
trc  rarely  being  able  to  kill  ihove  one  a  day, 
and  our  people  growing  tired  of  fifh,  (which,  as 
I  Ihall  hereafter  obferve,  abounds  at  this  place) 
tl\^  at  laft  condefcended  to  eat  feds,  which  t>y 
degrees  they  came  to  relilh,  and  called  it  lamb. 
The  feal,  numbers  of  which- haunt  this  Ifland, 
hath  been  fo  often  defcribed  by  former  writers, 
diat  it  is  unncceflary  to  fay  any  thing  particular 
about  them  in  this  place.  But  there  is  another 
amphibious  creature  to  be  met  with  here,  called 
afea-lion,  that  bears  fome  rcfemblance  to  a  feal, 
tilougb  it  is  much  larger.  >  This  too  we  eat  un- 
der the  denomination  of  beef;  and  as  it  is  fo  ex- 
traordinary an  animal,  I  conceive,  it  well  merits 
a  particular  annotation.  They  are  in  fize,  when 
a^ved  at  their  full  growth,  from  twelve  to 
twenty  feet  in  length,  and  from  eight  to  fifteen 
in  circumference:  They  are  extremely  fat,  fo 
that  after  having  cut  thro*  the  fkin,  which  is 
about  an  inch  in  thicknefs,  there  is  at  leafl  a  foot 
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of  fat  before  you  can  come  at  either  lean  or 
bones  *,  and  we  experienced  more  than  once^  that 
the  fat  of  fome  of  the  largelt  afforded  us  a  butt 
of  oil.     They  are  likewife  very  ftiU  of  blood* 
for  if  they  are  deeply  wounded  in  a  dozen  places, 
there  will  inftantly  gufh  out  as  many  fountains  <^ 
blood,  fpouting  to  a  confiderable  diilance  i   and 
to  try  what  quantity  of  blood  they  contained,  wc 
fhot  one  firft,  and  then  cut  its  throat,  and  mea- 
furing  the  blood  that  came  from  him,  we  found, 
that  befides  what  remained  in  the  velTels,  which 
to  be  fiire  was  confiderable,  we  got  at  leaft  two 
hogflieads.     Their  fkins  are  covered  with  IhorC 
hair  of  a  light  dun  colour,  but  their  tails,  and 
their  fins,  which  fervc  them  for  feet  on  fhore, 
are  almoft  black  ;  their  fins  or  feet  are  divided  at 
the  ends  like  fingers,  the  web  which  joins  them 
not  reaching  to  the  extremities,    and  each  of 
thefe  extremities  is  furniflied  with  a  nail.     They 
Iiave  a  diftant  refemblance  to  an  overgrown  feal, 
though  in  fome  particulars  there  is  a  manifeft  dif- 
ference, efpecially  in  the  males,  who  have  a 
large  fnout  or  trunk  hanging  down  five  or  fij? 
inches  below  the  end  of  the  upper  jaw  j  this  par- 
ticular the  females  have  not,  and  this  renders  the 
countenance  of  tJie  male  and  female  eafy  to  be 
diftinguiflied  from  each  other,  and  befides,  tha 
males  are  of  a  much  larger  fiie.     The  form  and 
appearance  both  of  the  male  and  female  are  very 
exactly  reprefcnted  in  the  1 9th  plate,  only  the 
difproportion  of  their  fizc  is  not  ufually  fo  great 
as  is  there  cxliibited,  for  the  male  v;as  drawn 
from,  the  life,  after  the  largell:  of  thcfc  animals, 
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Vhich  was  found  upon  the  Ifland  :  He  was  th6 
tnafter  of  the  flock,  and  from  his  driving  off  the 
oriier  males,  and  keeping  a  great  number  of  fe- 
males to  himfelf,  he  was  by  die  feamcn^ludr- 
croufly  ftiied  the  Bafliaw.  Thefe  animals  t'f.vide 
their  time  equally  between  the  land  and  fea;^  Con- 
tinuing at  fea  all  the  fummer,  and  comihg  on 
ihore  at  the  fetting  in  of  the  winter,  when  they 
refide  during  that  whole  fealbn.  In  this  in.erval 
they  engender  and  bring  forth  their  young,  and 
have  generally  two  at  a  birth  -,  thefe  they  fiickle 
with  their  milk,  tliey  being  at  firft  about  th  •  fize 
of  a  full-grown  leal.  During  the  time  of  thefe 
animals  continuance  on  Hiore,  they  feed  on  the 
grafs  and  verdure  which  grows  near  the  bank  of 
the  frefh-water  ftreams;  and,  when  not  em- 
ployed In  feeding,  fleep  in  herds  in  the  ^noft 
miry  places  they  can  find  out.  As  th&y  feein  to 
be  of  a  very'  lethargic  difpofition,  and  not  eUfily 
awakened,  each  herd  was  obferved  to  place  fv^me 
of  their  males  at  a  diftance  in  the  nature  of  fen* 
tinels,  who  never  failed  to  alarm  them,  v  hen- 
cver  Qur  men  attempted  to  moleft,  or  eve  n  to 
approach  them  ;  and  tliey  were  very  capable  of 
alarming,  even  at  a  eonfiderable  diftance,  for 
the  noife  they  make  is  very  loud  and  of  different 
kinds,  fometimes  grunting  like  hogs,  and  at 
other  times  fnorting  like  horles  in  full  vigour. 
They  often,  cfpeciully  the  males,  have  furious 
battles  with  each  other,  principally  about  their 
females  •,  and  we  were  one  day  extremely  fur- 
1  rized  by  the  fight  of  two  animals,  which  at 
f  H  appeared  different  from  all  we  had  ever  ob^ 
4.  fervcd  > 
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fcrved  •,  but,  on  a  nearer  approach,  they  proved 
to  be  two  fea-lions,  who  had  been  goring  each 
other  with  their  teeth,  and  were  covered  over 
with  Hood  ;  And  the  Balhaw  before-mentioned, 
who  ♦  eneraily  lay  furround'ed  with  a  feraglio  of 
femal  :s,  which  no  other  male  dared  to  ap- 
proach, had  not  acquired  that  envied  pre-emi- 
nence^ without  many  bloody  contefts,  of  which 
the  nfirks  ftill  remained  in  the  numerous  fears 
which,  were  vifible  in  every  part  of  his  body. 
We  kjilled  many  of  them  for  food,  particularly 
for  tljcir  hearts  and  tongues,  which  we  efteemed 
exceeding  good  eating,  and  preferable  even  to 
thofe  of  bullocks :  And  in  general  there  was  no 
difficulty  in  killing  them,  for  they  were  incapa- 
ble either  of  efcaping  or  refilling,  their  motion 
being  the  moft  unweikly  that  can  be  conceived, 
their  blubber,  all  the  time  they  are  moving,  be- 
ing agitated  in  large  waves  under  their  fkins. 
However,  a  failor  one  day  being  carelefsly  em- 
ployed in  Ikinning  u  young  fea-lion,  the  female, 
from  whence  he  had  taken  it,  came  upon  him 
unperceived,  and  getting  his  head  in  her  mouth, 
ihe  With  her  teeth  fcored  his  fkull  in  notches  in 
many  places,  and  thereby  wounded  him  fo  dcf- 
perately,  that  though  all  pofTible  care  was  taken 
of  him,  he  died  in  a  few  days. 

Thefe  are  the  principal  animals  which  we 
found  upon  the  Ifland  :  For  we  faw  but  few 
birds,  and  thofe  chiefly  hawks,  blackbirds,  owls, 
and  humming  birds.  We  faw  not  the  Pardela, 
which  burrows  in  the  ground,  and  which  former 
writers  have  mentioned  to  be  found  here ;  but  as 
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iRe  met  with  their  holes,  we  fuppofed  that  tlid 
^og»  h^d  deftroyed  them,  as  they  have  almoft 
«iion€  the  cats^  which  were  very  numerous  in 
§elhirk\  time,  but  we  law  not  above  one  or  two 
during  our  whole  (lay.  However,  the  rats  ftill 
keep  their  gnound,  and  continue  here  in  great 
numbers,  and  were  very  troublefome  to  us,  by 
infcftiiig  our  tents  nightly. 

But  that  which  iurniihed  us  with  the  moft  de. 
licious  repafts  at  this  Ifland,  remains  (till  to  be 
described.  I'his  was  the  filh,  with  which  the 
^hole  bay  was  moft  plentifully  ftored,  and  with 
th£  greatcft  v^ariety  :  For  we  found  here  cod  of 
a  prodigious  fize  ;  and  by  the  report  of  fome  of 
K)\k\'  crew,  who  had  been  formerly  employed  in 
ixhe  Neivfoundland  fifhery,  not  in  lefs  plenty  than 
is  to  be  met  with  on  tJie  banks  of  that  Ifland. 
We  caught  alfo  cavallies,  gropers,  large  breams, 
maids,  lilvcr  filh,  congers  of  a  peculiar  kind, 
and  above  all,  a  black  filh  which  we  moft 
cfteemed,  called  by  fome  a  Chimney  fweeper, 
in  fhape  refembling  a  carp.  Indeed  the  beach  is 
every  where  fo  full  of  rocks  and  loofe  ftones, 
that  there  is  no  poflibility  of  haling  the  Seyne  \ 
but  with  hooks  and  lines  we  caught  what  num- 
bers we  pleafed,  fo  that  a  boat  with  two  or  three 
lines  would  return  loaded  with  fifh  in  about  two 
or  three  hours  time*  The  only  interruption  we 
ever  met  with,  arofe  from  great  quantities  of 
dog-fifli  and  large  fliarks,  which  fometimes  at- 
tended our  boats  and  prevented  our  fport.  Be- 
lides  the  filh  we  have  already  mentioned,  we 
found  he^e  one  delicacy  in  greater  perfeftion, 
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both  as  to  fize,  flavour  arid  quantity,  than  li 
perhaps  to  be  met  with  in  any  other  part  of  th« 
world  :  This  was  fea  cra-fifh ;  they  generally 
weighed  eight  or  nine  pounds  apiece,  were  of  a 
moft  excellent  tafte,  and  lay  in  Hich  abundan<:e 
near  the  water's  edge,  that  the  boat-hooks  often 
jlruck  into  them,  in  putting  the  boat  to  and 
from  the  Ihore.  v:'  -       ;;    *^u). 

Thefe  are  the  moft  material  articles  relating' to 
the  accommodations,  foil,  vegetables,  animals^ 
and  other  productions  of  the  Itland  of  Juan  Fer^ 
nandes :  By  which  it  muft  appear,  how  properly 
that  place  was  adapted  for  recovering  us  from  the 
deplorable  fituation  to  which  our  tedious  and  un- 
fortunate navigation  round  Cape  Horn  had  re- 
duced us.  And  having  thus  given  the  readef 
fome  idea  of  the  fite  and  circumftances  of  this 
place,  which  was  to  be  our  refidence  for  three 
months,  I  Ihall  now  proceed,  in  the  next  chap- 
ter, to  relate  all  that  occurred  to  us  in  that  in- 
terval, refuming  my  narration  from  the  i8th 
day  of  June,  being  the  day  in  which  die  Tryd 
Sloop,  having  by  a  fquall  been  driven  out  to  fea 
three  days  before,  came  again  to  her  moorings^ 
the  day  in  which  we  finilhed  the  fending  our  fick 
on  fliore,  and  about  eiglit  days  after  our  firft  an* 
shoring  at  this  Ifland*         : ;.  ,    .  j-      .~    • 
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CHAP.    II. 


The  arrival  of  the  Gkucejler  and  the  Aine 
Pijjk  at  the  Ifland  of  Juan  Ferttandes, 
and  the  tranfaiSions  at  that  place  during 
this  interval. 
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Tn  E  arrival  of  the  T'ryal  Sloop  at  this 
Ifland,  lb  loon  after  we  came  there  our- 
felves,  gave  us  great  hopes  ot  being  fpeedily 
joined  by  the  reil  of  the  fquadron  v  and  we  were 
for  Ibme  days  continually  looking  out,  in  ex- 
pectation of  their  coming  in  fight.  But  near 
a  fortnight  being  elapfed,  without  any  of  them 
having  appeared,  we  began  to  defpair  of  ever 
meeting  them  again  •,  as  we  knew  that,  had  our 
Ihip  continued  lb  much  longer  at  lea,  we  fliould 
every  man  of  us  have  periflied^  and  the  veflfcl, 
occupied  by  dead  bociies  only,  would  have  been 
left  to  the  caprice  of  the  winds  and  waves : 
And  this  we  had  great  reafon  to  fear  was  the 
fate  of  our  conforts,  as  each  hour  added  to  the 
probability  of  thefe  defponding  fuggeftions. 

But  on  the  21ft  of  JunCy  fome  of  our  people, 
from  an  eminence  on  fhore,  difcerned  a  Ihip  to 
leeward,  with  her  courfes  even  with  the  horizon : 
and  they,  at  the  fame  time,  particularly  ob- 
ftrvcd,  tliat  Hie  had  no  fail  abroad  except  her 
courfes  and  her  main  top-fail.  I'his  circum- 
fbince  made  them  conclude  that  it  was  one  oi 
our  fquadron,   which  had  probably  futfercd  in 

her 
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her  falls  and  rigging  as  feverely  as  we  haj 
done  :  But  they  were  prevented  from  forming 
more  definite  conjeftures  about  her  j  for,  after 
viewing  her  for  a  fhort  time,  the  weather  grew 
thick  and  hazy,  and  they  loft  fight  of  her.  On 
this  report,  ^r.d  no  fliip  appearing  for  fome 
days,  we  were  ^11  under  the  greateft  concern^ 
fulpedling  that  her  people  were  in  the  utmoft 
diftrefs  for  want  of  water,  and  fo  din.inifhed 
and  weakened  by  ficknefs^  as  not  to  be  able  to 
ply  up  to  v/indward  -,  fo  that  we  feared  that^ 
after  having  been  in  fight  of  the  Ifland,  her 
whole  crew  would  notwithfl:anding  perifh  at  fea. 
However,  on  the  26thi  towards  noon^  we  dif- 
cerned  a  fail  in  the  North-Eaft  quarter,  which 
we  conceived  to  be  the  very  fame  fhip  that  had 
been  feen  before,  and  our  conjeftures  proved 
true  J  and  about  one  o'clock  fiie  approached  fo 
near,  that  we  could  diftinguifh  her  to  be  the 
Gloucejier.  As  we  had  no  doubt  of  her  being 
in  great  diftref?.,  the  Commodore  immediately 
ordered  his  boat  to  her  afliftance,  laden  with 
frefh  water,  fifii  and  vegetables,  which  was  a 
very  feafonable  relief  to  them ;  for  our  appre- 
henfions  of  their  calamities  appeared  to  be  but 
too  well  grounded,  as  perhaps  there  never  was 
a  crew  in  a  more  diftrefild  fituation.  They  had 
already  thrown  over-board  two  thirds  of  their 
complement,  and  of  thofe  that  remained  alive, 
fcarcely  any  where  capable  of  doing  duty,  ex- 
cept the  officers  and  their  fervants.  They  had 
been  a  confiderable  time  at  the  fmall  allowance 
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of  a  pint  of  frelh  water  to  each  man  for  twenty- 
four  hours,  and  yet  they  had  fo  Httle  left,  that, 
Iiad  it  not  been  for  the  fupply  we  fent  them, 
they  mull  loon  have  died  of  thirft.  I'he  Ihip 
plied  in  within  three  miles  of  the  bay  ;  but,  the 
winds  and  currents  being  contrary,  (he  could  not 
reach  the  road.  However,  Ihe  continued  in 
the  offing  the  next  day,  but  hail  no  chance  of 
coming  to  an  anchor,  unlcfs  the  wind  and  cur- 
rents Ihifted  i  and  therefore  the  Commodore 
repeated  his  afliftancc,  fending  to  her  the  Try(il\ 
boat  manned  with  the  Centurion^  people,  and  a 
farther  fupply  of  water  and  other  refrefhments. 
Captain  Alttcbel,  the  Captain  of  the  Gloucejiery 
was  under  a  ncccflity  of  detaining  both  this  boat 
and  that  font  the  preceding  day  •,  for  without  the 
help  .of  their  crews  he  had  no  longer  llrcngth 
enough  to  navigate  the  fliip.  In  this  tantalizing 
fituation  the  Gloucejler  continued  for  near  a  fort- 
night, without  being  able  tj  fcich  the  road, 
thoLigh  lrc(juently  attempting  it,  and  at  fome 
times  bidding  very  fair  for  it.  On  the  9th  of 
'////v,  we  obierved  her  ftretching  away  to  the 
caitward  at  a  confiderable  diitance,  which  we 
fuppofed  was  with  a  defign  to  get  to  the  fouth- 
ward  of  the  Ifland  i  but  as  we  loon  loft  fight  of 
her,  and  Ihe  did  not  appear  for  near  a  week, 
we  were  prodigioufly  concerned,  knowing  that 
Ihe  mr.ll  be  again  in  extreme  diilrefs  for  want 
oT  water.  After  great  impatience  ajout  her, 
we  difcovcred  her  again  on  the  16th,  endea- 
vouring to  come  round  the  eallern  point  of  the 
Illand  i  but  the  wind,  ftill  blgwing  diredly  from 
4,  'the 
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the  bay,  prevented  her  getting  nearer  than  with- 
in  four  leagues  of  the  land.     On  th'.^,  Captain 
Mitchel  made  fignuls  of  ciiftrefs,  and  our  long- 
boat was  fent  to  him  with  a  (lore  (;t  w.itcr,  and 
plenty  of  fifli,  and  other   refrcfhrnci^s.      /\nd 
the  long-boat  being  not  to  be  fpared,  che  Cor  k- 
fwain  had  pofitive  orders  from  the  Commodore 
to  return  again  immediately  ;  but  the  weathci 
proving  ftormy  the  next  day,  and  the  boat  not 
appearing,  we  much  feared  fhe  was  loft,  whi«h 
would  have  proved  an  irretrievable  misfortune 
to  us  all  :  But,  the  3d  day  after,  we  were  re- 
lieved from  this  anxiety,  by  the  joyful  fight  of 
die  Iong-boats*s  fails  upon  the  water ;  and  we 
lent   the  Cutter  immediately  to  her  afllftance, 
who  towed  her  along-fide  in  a  few  hours.     The 
crew  of  our  long-boat  had  taken  in  fix  of  the  ' 
Gloitccfier\   fick  men  to  bring  them  on  Ihore, 
two  of  which  had  died  in  the  boat.     And  now 
wf  learnt  that  the  Gloucejler  was  in  a  mod  dread- 
ful condition,  having  fcarcely  a  man  in  health 
on  board,  except  thole  they  received  from  us ; 
and,    numbers  of  their  fick   dying  daily,    we 
found  that,  had  it  not  been  for  tlie  Lift  fupply 
fent  by  our  long-boat,  both  the  healthy  and  dif- 
cafcd  muft  have  all   periflied  together  for  want 
of  water.     And  tliefe  calamities  were  the  more 
terrifying,  as  they  appeared  to  be  without  re- 
medy :    For  the  Gloiicejier  had  already  fpent  a 
month  in  her  endeavours  to  fetch  the  '\iy,  and 
llic  was  now  no  farther  advanced  ti^an  at  «,l;e 
firll  moment  Ihe  made  the  Illand  j  on  the  eon- 

N  3  trary, 


1        !* '  H;j 


I    '■ 


.     ( 


T 


I,! 


'Hi' 


l;'l 


(  i8a  ) 

trary,  the  people  on  bo;v«-l  her  had  worn  out  all 
their  hopes  of  ever  luccceding  in  it,  by  the 
rnany  experiments  they  had  made  of  its  difficul- 
ty. Indeed,  the  liime  day  her  fituation  grew 
more  defperate  than  ever,  for  after  (he  had 
received  our  lad  fupply  of  refrelhments,  we 
again  loft  fight  of  her  ;  fo  that  we  in  general 
defpaired  of  her  ever  coming  to  an  anchor. 

Thus  was  this  unhappy  veflcl  bandied  about 
within  a  few  leagues  of  her  intended  harbour, 
whilft  the  neighbc^rhoud  of  that  place  and  ot 
thole  circumftances,  which  could  alone  put  an 
end  to  the  calamities  they  laboured  under,  ferved 
only  to  aggravate  their  diftrcfs,  by  torturing 
them  with  a  view  of  the  relief  it  was  not  in  their 
power  to  reach.  But  Ihe  was  at  Jaft  delivered 
from  this  dreadful  fituation,  at  a  time  when 
we  leaft  expefted  it  \  for  after  having  loft  fight 
of  her  for  feveral  days,  we  were  plcafingly  fur- 
prized,  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  of  July^  to 
iee  her  open  the  N.  W.  point  of  the  bay  with 
a  flowing  fail ;  when  we  immediately  difpatched 
what  boaj;s  we  had  to  her  afTiftance,  and  in  an 
hour's  time  from  our  firll  perceiving  her,  {\vt. 
anchored  fafc  within  us  in  the  bay.  And  now 
we  were  more  particularly  convinced  of  x\i<~' 
importance  of  the  affiftance  and  rcfrelhmcnts 
we  fo  often  fent  them,  and  how^  impolTible  it 
would  have  been  for  a  man  of  them  to  have 
furvived,  had  we  given  lefs  attention  to  their 
wants  i  for  notwithftanuing  the  water,  the  greens 
and  frefli  provifions  which   we  lupplicd  theni 
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with,  and  the  liands  wc  fent  them  to  naviguo 
the  fhip,  by  which  the  fatigue  of  tlieir  own 
people  was  diminlfhed,  tlicir  Tick  reHevcd,  and 
tlie  mortality  aSated  •,  notwithdanding  thi«;  in- 
dulgent care  of  the  Commodore,  they  yet  bu- 
ried three  fourths  of  their  crew,  nnd  a  >>ry 
fmall  proportion  of  the  remainder  were  capable 
of  adifting  in  the  duty  of  the  Hiip.  On  their 
coming  to  an  anchor,  our  firft  care  was  to  afllfl: 
t.'icm  in  mooring,  and  our  next  to  fend  the  fick. 
on  fhore  :  Thefe  were  now  reduced  by  deaths 
to  lefs  than  fourfcore,  of  which  we  expcdlcd  to 
]()fe  the  grcateft  part  •,  but  whether  it  was,  that 
rhofe  fartheft  advanced  in  the  diftcmper  were  all 
(lead,  or  that  the  greens  and  frefh  provifions 
we  had  fent  on  board  had  prepared  thofe  which 
remained  for  a  more  fpecdy  recovery,  it  hap- 
pened contrary  to  our  expectations,  that  their 
fick  were  in  general  relieved  and  reftored  to 
their  ftrength,  in  a  much  fhorter  time  than  our 
own  had  been  v/hen  we  firfl:  came  to  the  Ifland, 
and  very  few  of  them  died  on  fhorc. 

I  have  thus  given  an  account  of  the  principal 
events  relating  to  the  arrival  ot  the  Gloucejler, 
\\\  one  continued  narration  :  I  fliall  only  add, 
that  we  never  were  joined  by  any  other  of  our 
fhips,  except  our  Mclualler,  the  Anna  Pink, 
who  came  in  about  the  middle  of  Auguft,  and 
whofe  hiftory  I  lliall  more  particularly  relate 
hereafter.  And  1  fhall  now  return  to  the  ac- 
count of  our  own  tranfadtions  on  board  and  on 
Ihore,    during   the   interval  of  the  Gloucejler'% 
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frequent  and  incfFedlual  preempts  to  reach  the 
Jiland.    ii    ,,   ) ,    ,        J      "  ".  , 

Our  next  employment,  after  fending  our 
fick  on  Ihore  from  the  Centurion,  was  cleanfing 
our  fhip  and  filhng  our  water.  The  firft  of 
thefe  meafures  was  indifpenfibly  ixeceflliry  to  our 
future  health,  as  the  numbers  of  fick,  and  the 
unavoidable  negligence  arifing  from  our  deplo- 
rable fituation  at  fea,  had  rendered  the  decks 
moft  intolerably  loathlbme.  And  the  filling  our 
water  was  a  caution  that  appeared  not  lefs  effen- 
tial  to  our  future  fecurity,  as  we  had  reafon  to 
apprehend  that  accidents  might  oblige  us  to  quit 
the  Ifland  at  a  very  fhort  warning-,  for  fome 
Appearances,  which  we  had  difcovered  on  fhore 
upon  pur  firft  landing,  gave  us  grounds  to  be- 
lieve, that  there  were  Spanijh  cniilers  in  thefe 
fcas,  which  had  left  the  liland  but  a  fhort  time 
before  our  arrival,  and  might  poflibly  return 
there  again,  either  for  a  recruit  of  water,  or  in 
fcarch  of  us  \  for  as  we  could  not  doubt,  but 
that  the  fole  bufinefs  they  had  at  fca  was  to  in- 
tercept us,  and  wc  knew  tlut  this  Ifland  was  the 
Jikclicft  place,  in  their  own  opinion,  to  meet 
with  us.  T'  -  circumftanccs,  which  gave  rife 
to  thefe  reflctlions  ( in  part  of  which  we  were 
not  miftaken,  as  fhall  be  obfcrved  more  at  large 
hereafter  )  were  our  finding  on  fhore  ft  vcral 
pieces  cf  earthen  jars,  made  ufe  of  in  thole 
fcas  for  water  and  other  liquids,  which  appeared 
to  be  frefli  broken  :  We  faw  too  many  heaps  of 
^fhesj   and  near  them  fiih-bcnes  and  pieces  of 
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filh,  befides  whole  filh  fcattered  here  and  there,' 
which  plainly  appeared  to  have  been  but  a  fhort 
time  out  of  the  water,  as  they  were  but  juft 
beginning  to  decay.  Thefe  appefances  were 
certain  indications  that  there  had  been  fhips  at 
this  place  but  a  Ihort  time  before  we  came 
there ;  and  as  all  Spanijh  Merchant-mer^  are  in- 
ftruded  to  avoid  the  Ifland,  on  account  of  its 
being  the  common  rendezvous  of  their  enemies, 
we  concluded  thofe  who  had  touched  here  to  be 
fhips  of  force ;  and  not  knowing  that  Pizarro 
was  returned  to  Buenos  Ayres^  and  ignorant  what 
ftrength  might  have  been  fitted  out  at  Callao^ 
we  were  under  fome  concern  for  our  fafety, 
being  in  fo  wretched  and  enfeebled  a  condition, 
that  notwithTunding  the  rank  of  our  ihip,  and 
the  fixty  guns  ftie  carried  on  board,  which 
would  only  have  aggravated  our  dilhonour,  there 
was  fcarcely  a  privateer  fent  to  fea,  that  was  not 
an  over-match  for  us.  However,  our  fears  on 
this  head  proved  imaginary,  and  we  were  not 
expofed  to  the  difgrace,  which  might  have  been 
expeded  to  have  befallen  us,  had  we  been  ne- 
ceffitated  (as  we  muft  have  been,  had  the  ene- 
my appeared)  to  fight  our  fixty-gun  (hip  with 
no  more  than  thirty  hands.  ^^  . 

Whilft  the  cleaning  our  Ihip  and  the  filling 
our  water  went  on,  we  fet  up  a  large  copper- 
oven  on  fhore  near  the  fick  tents,  in  which  wc 
baked  bread  every  day  for  the  fhip's  company, 
being  extremely  defirous  of  recovering  our  fick 
as  foon  as  |)ofliblej   and  conceiving  that  new 

bread 


»'. .  i 


f         i 


\, 


Hj 


Vfl 


;  M 


(  '86) 

bread  added  to  their  greens  and  frefli  fifh,  might 
prove  a  powerful  article  in  their  relief.  Indeed 
we  had  all  imaginable  realbn  to  endeavour  at 
the  augmenting  our  prefent  ftrength,  as  every 
little  accident,  which  to  a  full  crew  would  be 
infignificant,  was  extremely  alarming  in  our 
prefent  helplefs  fituation  :  Of  this,  we  Iwd  a 
troublcfome  inftancc  on  the  30th  of  "June ;  for 
at  five  in  the  morning,  we  were  aftoniflied  by  a 
violent  guft  of  wind  directly  off  Ihore,  which 
inflantly  parted  our  fmall  bower  cable  about  ten 
fathom  from  the  ring  of  the  anchor  :  The  fliip  at 
0.1CC  fwung  off  to  the  bell  bower,  which  happily 
flood  the  violence  of  the  jerk,  and  brought  us 
up  with  two  cables  an  end  in  eight  fathom.  At 
this  time  we  had  not  above  a  dozen  feamen  in 
the  fhip,  and  we  were  apprehenfivc,  if  th'2  fquall 
continued,  that  we  Ihould  be  driven  to  fea  in 
this  wretched  condition.  However,  we  fent  the 
boat  on  Ihore,  to  bring  off  all  that  were  capable 
of  acting;  and  the  wind,  foon  abating  of  its 
fury,  gave  us  an  opportunity  of  receiving  the 
boat  back  again  with  a  reinforcement.  With 
this  additional  ftrength  we  immediately  went  to 
work,  to  heave  in  what  remained  of  the  cable, 
which  we  fufpe6led  had  received  fome  damage 
from  tlie  foulnefs  of  the  ground  before  it  part- 
ed ;  and  agreeable  to  our  conjedure,  we  found 
that  feven  tathom  and  a  Iialf  of  the  outer  end 
had  been  rubbed,  and  rendered  unferviceable. 
In  the  afternoon,  wc  bent  the  cable  to  the  fpare 
anchor,  and  got  it  over  the  ihip's  fide  i  and  the 
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next  morning,  'July  i,  being  favoured  with  the 
wind  in  gentle  breezes,  we  warped  the  fhip  ii\ 
again,  and  let  go  the  anchor  in  forty-one  fa- 
thom ;  the  eafte'  moil  point  now  bearing  from 
us  E.  f  S  i  the  veftermoft  N.  W.  by  W  ;  and 
the  bay  as  before,  S.  S.  W ;  a  fituation,  in  which 
we  remained  fecure  for  the  future.  But  we  were 
much  concerned  for  the  lofs  of  our  anchor,  and 
fwept  frequently  for  it,  in  hopes  to  have  reco- 
vered it ;  but  the  buoy  liaving  funk  at  the  very 
inftant  that  the  cable  parted,  we  were  never  able 
tofind  it.  '        '■ 

And  now  as  we  advanced  in  7«/v,  fome  of  our 
men  being  tolerably  recovered,  the  ftrongcft  (^ 
them  were  employed  in  cutting  down  trees,  and 
fplitting  them  into  billets ;  while  others,  who 
were  too  weak  for  this  employ,  undertook  ta 
carry  the  billets  by  one  at  a  time  to  the  water-* 
fide  :  This  they  performed,  fome  of  them  with 
the  help  of  crutches,  and  others  fupported  by  a 
fingle  flick.  We  next  fent  the  forge  on  fhorc, 
and  employed  our  fmiths,  who  were  but  juft  ca^ 
pable  of  working,  in  mending  our  chain-plates, 
and  our  other  broken  and  decayed  iron  work. 
We  began  too  the  repairs  of  our  rigging  •,  but 
as  we  had  not  a  fufficient  quantity  of  junk  to 
make  fpun-yain,  we  deferred  the  general  over- 
hale,  in  hopes  of  the  daily  arrival  of  the  Glou^ 
cefler^  who  we  knew  had  a  great  quantity  of  junk 
on  board.  However,  that  we  might  make  as 
great  difpatch  as  poflible  in  ^..r  refitting,  we  iox. 
up  a  large  tent  on  the  beach  for  the  fail-makers  \ 
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an*  they  were  immediately  employed  in  repairing 
our  old  fails,  and  making  us  new  ones. 

Thefe  occupations,  with  our  cleanfing  and 
watering  the  Ihip,  (which  was  by  this  time  pretty- 
well  compleated)  the  attendance  on  our  fick, 
and  the  frequent  relief  fent  to  the  Gloucejler, 
were  the  principal  tranfadions  of  our  infirm  crew, 
till  the  arrival  of  the  Gloucefier  at  an  ancho*  in  the 
bay.  And  then  Captain  Mitchel  waiting  on  the 
Commodore,  informed  him,  that  he  had  been 
Forced  by  the  winds,  in  his  laft  abfence,  as  far  as 
the  fmall  Ifland  called  Mafa-Fuero,  lying  about 
twenty -two  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  Juan  Fer- 
fiandes ;  and  that  he  endeavoured  to  fend  his  boat 
on  Ihore  at  this  place  for  water,  of  which  he 
could  obfei*ve  feveral  ftreams,  but  the  wind  blew 
fo  ftrong  upon  the  fhore,  and  occafioned  fuch  a 
ibrf,  that  it  was  impoflible  for  the  boat  to  land  ; 
though  the  attempt  was  not  altogether  ufelefs,  as 
they  returned  with  a  boat-load  of  filh.  This 
Ifland  had  been  reprefented  by  former  Naviga- 
tors as  a  barren  rock ;  but  Captain  Mitchel  afllired 
the  Commodore,  that  it  was  almoft  every  where 
covered  with  trees  and  verdure,  and  was  near 
four  miles  in  length  •,  and  added,  that  it  appear- 
ed to  him  far  from  impoffible,  but  feme  fmall 
bay  might  be  found  on  it,  which  might  afford 
fufHcient  fhclter  for  any  (hip  defirous  of  refrelh- 


ing  there. 


As  four  Ihips  of  our  fquadron  were  miffing, 
this  defcription  of  the  Ifland  of  Mafa-Fuero  gave 
rife  to  a  conje6ture,  that  feme  of  them  might 
pofTibly  have  fallen  in  with  that  Ifland,  and  have 
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miftaken  it  for  the  true  place  of  our  rendezvous  i 
and  this  fufpicion  wa«i  the  more  plaufible,  as  w$ 
had  no  draught  of  either  Ifland  that  could  be  re- 
lied on.     In  confequence  of  this  reafoning,  Mr. 
Anfon  determind  to  fend  the  I'ryal  Sloop  thither, 
as  foon  as  Ihe  could  be  fitted  for  the  fea,  in  order 
(o  ex     line  all  its  bays  and  creeks,  that  we  might 
be  fatisfied  whether  any  of  our  mifling  (hips  were 
there  or  not.     For  this  purpofe,    fome  of  our 
bed  hands  were  fcnt  on  board  the  Tryal  the  next 
morning,  to  ovcrhale  and  fix  her  rigging  \   and 
our  long  boat  was  employe  d  in  compleating  her 
water  j  and  whatever  ftores  and  neceflaries  (he 
wanted,  were  immediately  fupplied,  either  from 
the  Centurion  or  the  Gloucefter.     But  it  was  the 
4th  of  Augiiji  before  the  Tryal  was  in  readinefs  to 
fail,   when  having  weighed,   it  foon  after  fell 
calm,  and  the  tide  fet  her  very  near  the  eaftem 
Ihore  :   Captain  Saunders  hung  out  lights,   and 
fired  feveral  guns  to  acquaint  us  with  his  danger ; 
upon  which  all  the  boats  were  fent  to  his  relief, 
who  towed  the  Sloop  into  the  bay  i   where  (he 
anchored   until  the  next  morning,    and  then 
weighing  again,   proceeded  on  her  cruize  with 
a  fair  breeze. 

And  now  after  the  Gloucefter*s  arrival*  we  were 
employed  in  earneft  in  examining  and  repairing 
our  rigging  j  but  in  the  ftrippii>g  our  foremaft, 
we  were  alarmed  by  difcovering  it  was  fprung 
juft  above  the  partners  of  the  upper  deck.  The 
fpring  was  two  inches  in  depth,  and  twelve  in 
circumference  ;  but  the  Carpenters  infpeding  it, 
gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that  filhing  it  with  two 
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feaves  of  an  anclior  ftock,  would  render  it  as  fe* 
cure  as  ever.  But  our  greateft  difficulty  in  refit* 
ting  was  the  want  of  cordage  and  canvas ;  for 
though  we  had  taken  to  fea  much  greater  quan- 
tities of  both,  than  had  ever  been  done  before, 
yet  the  continued  bad  weather  we  met  with,  had 
occafioned  fuch  a  confumption  of  thefe  ftores, 
that  we  were  driven  to  great  flraits  :  For  after 
working  up  all  our  junk  and  old  Ihrouds,  to 
ma]<.e  twice-laid  cordage,  we  were  at  laft  obliged 
to  unlay  a  cable  to  work  into  running  rigging. 
And  with  all  the  canvas,  and  remnants  of  old 
fails  tliat  could  be  muftered,  we  could  only  make 
up  one  compleat  fuit.    .    :     ,  ^       . 

Towards  the  middle  of  Augttft  our  men  being 
indifferently  recovered,  they  were  permitted  to 
quit  their  fick  tents,  and  to  build  feparate  huts 
for  tliemfelves,  as  it  was  imagined,  that  by  liv- 
ing apart,  they  would  be  much  cleanlier,  and 
confcquently  likely  to  recover  their  ftrength  the 
fooncr  ♦,  but  at  the  fame  time  particular  orders 
were  given,  that  on  the  firing  of  a  gun  from  the 
Ihip*  they  fliould  inflantly  repair  to  the  watejr- 
fide.  Their  employment  on  fhore  was  rww  ei- 
ther the  procuring  of  refrefhments,  the  cutting 
©f  wood,  or  the  making  of  oil  from  the  blubber 
cf  the  fea-liors.  This  oil  ferved  us  for  feveral 
ufes,  as  burning  in  lamps,  or  mixing  with  pitch 
to  pay  the  finps  fides,  or,  when  mixed  with 
wood-alhes,  to  fupply  the  ufe  of  tallow,  of  which 
wc  hiid  none  left,  to  give  the  fliip  boot-hofc  tops. 
Some  of  the  men  too  were  occupied  in  faking  of 
cod  i  for  there  being  two  Newfoundland  fiflier- 
^  mem 
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men  In  the  Centurion^  the  Commodore  made  ufe 
of  them  in  laying  in  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
faked  cod  for  a  fca-ftore  ;  but  very  little  of  it 
was  made  ufe  of,  as  if  was  afterwards  thought  to 
be  as  produ6tive  of  the  fcurvy,  as  any  other  kind 
of  fait  provifions. 

I  have  before- mentioned,  that  we  had  a  cop- 
per-oven on  fhorc  to  bake  bread  for  the  fick  j 
but  it  happened  that  the  grcatcft  part  of  the 
flower,  for  the  ufe  of  the  fquadron,  was  em- 
barked on  board  our  Vi6tualler  the  Jnna  Pink  : 
And  I  fliould  have  mentioned,  that  the  Tryal 
Sloop,  at  her  arrival,  had  informed  us,  that  on 
the  9th  of  M^y  flic  had  fallen  in  with  our  Vic- 
tualler, not  far  diftant  from  the  Continent  of 
Cbiii ;  and  had  kept  company  with  her  for  four 
days,  when  they  were  parted  in  a  hard  gale  of 
v»'ind.    This  gave  us  fome  re  ^m  to  hope  that  Ihe 
was  fafe,  and  that  flie  might  foon  join  us  ^  but 
all  JuKe  and  July  being  pail  without  any  news  of 
her,  we  fufpedtcd  flie  was  loft  -,  and  at  the  end 
of  July  the  Commodore  ordered  all  the  fliips  to 
a  fliort  allowance  of  bread.     And  it  was  not  in 
our  bread  only,  that  we  feared  a  deficiency  ;  for 
fince  our  arrival  at  this   Ifland,  we  difcovered 
that  our  former  Purfer  had  negleded  to  take  on 
board  large  quantities  of  leveral  kinds  of  provi- 
fions, v/hich  the  Commodore  had  exprefsly  or^ 
dered  him  to  receive  •,  fo  that  the  fuppofcd  lofs 
of  our  Vidualler,  was  on  all  accounts  a  morti- 
tying  confidcration.     However,  on  Sunday,  the 
1 6th  of  Air^ujiy  about  noon,  we  cfpied  a  fail  in 
the  northern,  quarter,  and  a  gun  vvas)  immediate- 
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!y  fired  from  the  Ceuturicn,  to  call  off  the  people 
from  fhore  ;  who  re;idily  obeyed  the  fumnioi>s, 
and  repaired  to  the  beach,  where  the  boats  waited 
to  carry  them  on  board.     And  now  being  pre- 
pared for  the  reception  of  this  fliip  in  view,  wlie- 
ther  friend  or  enemy,  we  had  various  fpeculati- 
ons  about  her  -,   at  firfl,  many  imagined  it  to  be 
the  'Tryd  Sloop  returned  from  her  cruize  ;  but 
as  fhe  drew  nearer  this  opinion  was  confuted,  by 
obferving  fhe  was  a  vcffcl  with  three  mafts  •,  and 
then  other  conjedures  were  eagerly  canvaffed, 
fome  judging  it  to  be  the  Severn^  others  the 
Pearly  and  feveral  affirming  that  it  did  not  be- 
long to  our  fquadron  :   But  about  three  in  the 
afternoon  our  difputes  were  ended,  by  an  una- 
nimous perfuafion  that  it  was  our  Vidualler  the 
Anna  Pink.     This  fhjp,  though,  like  the  Glou- 
cejtery  fhe  had  fallen  in  to  the  northward  of  the 
Ifland,  had  yet  the  good  fortune  to  come  to  an 
anchor  in  the  bay,  at  five  in  the  afternoon.   Her 
arrival  gave  us  all  the  fincereft  joy ;  for  each 
(hip's  company  was  now  reftored  to  their  full  al- 
lowance of  bread,  and  we  were  now  freed  from 
the  apprehenfions  of  our  provifions  falling  Ihort, 
before  we  could  reach  fome  amicable  port ;  a 
calamity,  which  in  thefe  feas  is  of  all  others  the 
mofl  irretrievable.     This  was  the  lafl  fhip  that 
joined  us ;  and  the  dangers^lhe  encountered,  and 
the  good  fortune  which  Ihe  aftei-wards  met  with, 
being  matters  worthy  of  a  feparate  narration,    I 
fliall  refer  them,  together  with  a  Ihort  account 
of  the  other  fhips  of  the  fquadron,  to  the  enfu- 
jpg  chapter. 
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Afhort  narrative  of  what  bcfcl  the  j^nna  Pink 
before  (he  joined  us,  with  an  account  of  the 
lofs  of  the  U^ager,  and  of  the  putting  back 
of  the  Severn  and  Pearl,  the  two  remain- 
ing ihips  of  the  fquadron. 


\  \' 


ON  the  firft  appearance  of  the  Anna  Pinki 
it  feemed  wonderful  to  us  how  the  crew  of 
a  veffel,  which  came  to  this  rendezvous  two 
months  after  us,  fhduid  be  capable  of  working 
their  fhip  in  the  manner  they  did,  With  fo  little 
appearance  of  debility  anddiftrefs  :  But  this  dif- 
ficulty was  foon  folved  when  fhe  came  to  an  an^ 
chor  J  for  we  then  found  that  they  had  been  in 
harbour  fince  the  middle  of  May,  Which  was  near 
a  month  before  we  arrived  at  Juan  Fernandes : 
So  that  their  fufFerings  (the  rifque  they  had  run 
of  fliipwreck  only  excepted)  were  greatly  Ihorc 
of  what  had  been  undergone  by  the  reft  of  the 
fquadron.  It  feems,  on  the  i6th  of  May,  they 
fell  in  with  the  land,  which  was  then  but  fout 
leagues  diftant,  in  the  latitude  of  45°  :  15' South. 
On  the  firft  fight  of  it  they  wore  fhip  and  ftood 
to  the  fouthward,  but  their  fore-^topfail  fplitting, 
and  the  wind  being  W.  S.  W,  they  drove  to- 
wards the  fhore ;  and  the  Captain  at  laft,  either 
unable  to  clear  the  land,  or  as  others  fay,  re- 
folved  to  keep  the  fea  no  longer,  fteered  for  the 
coaft,  with  a  view  of  difcovering  fome  fheltef 
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amongd  the  many  Idands  which  then  aj^eared  itl 
fight :  And  abaut  four  hours  after  the  firft  view 
of  the  land,  the  Pink  had  the  good  fortune  to 
come  to  an  anehor>  to  the  eaftward  of  the  Ifland 
of  Inchitt  y  but  as  they  did  not  run  fufficiently 
near  to  tlie  Eaft-lhore  of  that  Ifland,  ^nd  hatl  not 
hands  to  veer  away  the  cable  brilkly^  they  were 
foon  driven  to  the  eaftward,  deepning  their  wa- 
ter from  twenty-five  fathom  to  thirty-five,  and 
ftill  continuing  to  drive,  they,  the  next  day,  the 
i  7th  of  May,  let  go  their  flieet  anchor  ;  which 
though  it  brought  them  up  for  a  fliort  time,  yet, 
on  the  1 8th,  they  drove  again,  till  they  came 
into  lixty-five  fathom   water,    and  were  now 
within  a  mile  of  the  land,  and  expedbed  to  be 
forced  on  Ihore  every  moment,  in  a  place  where 
the  coaft  was  very  high  and  fteep  to,  that  there 
was  not  the  leaft  profpedt  of  faving  the  Ihip  or 
cargo  i  and  their  boats  being  very  leaky,  and 
there  being  no  appearance  of  a  landing-place,  the 
whole  crew,  confifting  of  fi>:teen  men  and  boys, 
gave  themfelves  over  for  loft,  for  they  appre- 
hended, that  if  any  of  them  by  fome  extraordi- 
nary chance  (hould  get  on  fhore,  they  would,  in 
all  probability,  be  maflacred  by  the  Savages  on 
the  coaft  :    For  thefe,  knowing  no  other  Euro- 
peans but  Spaniards,  it  might  be  expected  they 
would  treat  all  ftrangers  with  the  fame  cruelty 
which  they  had  fo  often  and  fo  fignally  exerted 
againft  their  Spanijh  neighbours.     Under  thefe 
terrifying  circumftances  the  Pink  drove  nearer 
and  nearer  to  the  rocks  which  formed  the  fhore ; 
but  at  lait,  when  the  crew  expe<5t€d  each  inftant 
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to  ftrike,  they  perceived  a  fmall  opening  inythii 
land,  which  raifed  their  hopes  ;  and  immcdJatc- 
iy  cutting  away  their  two  anchors,  they  fteercd 
tor  it,  and  found  it  to  be  a  fmall  channel  betwixt 
an  Ifland  and  the  Main,  which  led  them  into  a 
mod  excellent  harbour,  which,  for  its  fecurit^ 
againft  all  winds  and  fwells,  and  the  Irnbbthnefs 
of  its  waters,  may  perhaps  compare  with  any  ifi 
the  known  world.  And  this  place  being  fcarcely 
two  miles  diftant  from  the  fpot  where  they  deem- 
ed their  deftruftion  inevitable,  tjie  horrors  of 
Ihipwreck  and  of  immediate  death,  which  had 
fo  long,  and  fo  ftrongly  poflefled  them,  vanifhcd 
almofl:  rnftantaneoufly,  and  gave  place  to  the 
rhore  joyous  ideas  of  fecurity,  repofc,  and  re- 
frefhmeht.    *'        <  '  'i-'-^^'    ' 

In  this  hvirbour,  difcovered  in  this  alnloft  mi- 
raculous manner,  the  Pink  can'ie  to  an  anchor  in 
twenty-five  fathom  wat^r,  v^ith  only  a  hawfer, 
and  a  fmall  anchor  of  about  three  hundred  weight: 
And  here  fhe  continued  for  near  two  months, 
refrelhing  her  people,  who  were  nnfany  of  them 
ill  of  the  fcurvy,  but  were  foon  reftored  to  per- 
feft  health  by  the  frefli  provifions,  of  which  they 
procured  good  ftore,  and  the  excellent  water 
with  which  the  adjacent  fhore  abounded.  But 
as  this  place  may  prove  of  the  greateft  import- 
ance to  future  Navigators,  who  may  be  forced 
upon  this  coaft  by  the  wefterly  winds,  which  are 
almoft  perpetual  in  that  part  of  the  world  j  I 
Ihall,  before  I  enter  into  any  farther  particulars 
of  the  adventures  of  the  Pink,  give  the  beft  ac- 
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count  I  could  collcft  of  this  Port,  its  fituation; 
conveniencies  and  produ6tions. 

To  facilitate  the  knowledge  of  this  place  to 
thofe  who  may  hereafter  be  defirous  of  making 
ufe  of  it,  there  is,  in  the  20th  Plate,  a  plan  both 
of  the  harbour  itfelf,  and  of  the  large  bay  before 
it,  through  which  the  Pink  drove.  This  plan  is 
not  perhaps  in  all  refpedls  fo  accurate  as  might 
be  wifhed,  it  being  compofed  from  the  memo- 
randums and  rude  Iketches  of  the  Mafter  and 
Surgeon,  who  were  not,  I  prefume,  the  ableft 
draughts-men.  Put  as  the  principal  parts  were 
laid  down  by  their  eftimated  diftances  from  each 
other,  in  which  kind  of  eftimations  it  is  well 
known  the  greateftpart  of  failors  are  very  dex- 
trous, I  fuppofe  the  errors  are  not  very  confider- 
able.  Its  latitude,  which  is  indeed  an  important 
point,  is  not  well  afcertained,  the  Pink  having 
no  obfervation  either  the  day  before  fhe  came 
here,  or  within  a  day  of  her  leaving  it :  But  it 
is  fuppofed  that  it  is  not  very  diftant  from 
45*^ :  30'  South,  and  the  large  extent  of  the  bay 
before  the  harbour  renders  tliis  uncertainty  the 
lefs  material.  The  Ifland  of  Jncbin  lying  before 
.the  bay  is  fuppofed  to  be  one  of  the  Iflands  of 
ChonoSy  which  are  mentioned  in  the  Spanijh  ac- 
counts, as  fpreading  all  along  that  coaft  ;  and 
are  faid  by  them  to  be  inhabited  by  a  barbarous 
people,  famous  for  their  hatred  of  the  Spaniards, 
and  for  their  cruelties  to  fuch  of  that  Nation  as 
have  fallen  into  their  hands  :  And  it  is  poffible 
too  that  the  land,  near  which  the  harbour  itfelf 
,  lies,  may  be  another  of  thofe  Iflands,  and  that 
4  ^ 
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the  Continent  may  be  confiderably  farther  to  the 
eaftward.  The  depths  of  water  in  the  different 
parts  of  the  Port,  and  the  channels  by  which  it 
communicates  with  the  bay,  are  fufficiently 
marked  in  the  plan.  But  it  muft  be  remembred^ 
that  there  arc  two  coves  in  it  where  (hips  may 
conveniently  heave  down,  the  water  being  con- 
ftantly  fmooth  :  And  there  are  feveral  fine  runs 
of  excellent  frelh  water,  which  fall  into  the  har- 
bour, and  fome  of  them  fo  luckily  fituated,  that 
the  cafks  may  be  filled  in  the  long-boat  with  an 
hofe  :  The  moft  remarkable  of  thefe  runs  is  the 
ftream  marked  in  the  N.  E.  part  of  the  Port. 
This  is  a  frefh  water  river,  and  here  the  Pink*^ 
people  got  fome  few  mullets  of  an  excellent  fla- 
vour; and  they  were  perfuaded  that,  in  a  proper 
feafon  (it  being  winter  when  they  were  there)  it 
abounded  with  fifli.  The  principal  refrefhments 
they  met  with  in  this  port  were  greens,  as  wild 
celery,  nettle-tops,  ^c.  (which  after  fo  long  a 
continuance  at  fea  they  devoured  with  great  ca- 
gernefs) ;  ihell-filh,  as  cockles  and  mufcles  of 
an  extraordinary  fize,  and  extremely  delicious  ; 
and  good  ftore  of  geefe,  fhags,  and  penguins. 
The  climate,  though  it  was  the  depth  of  winter, 
was  not  remarkably  rigorous ;  nor  the  trees,  and 
the  face  of  the  country  dellitute  of  verdure  ; 
and  doubtlefs  in  the  fummer  many  other  fpecies 
of  frefh  provifioa,  befides  thefe  here  enumerat- 
ed, might  be  found  there.  And  notwithftand- 
ing  the  tales  of  the  Spanijb  Hiftorians,  in  relation 
to  the  violence  and  barbarity  of  the  inhabitants, 
it  doth  not  appear  that  their  numbers  are  fuffi- 
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dent  to  give  the  leaft  je^lpufy  to  g^y  IJiIp  of 
prcjipary  force,  or  their  difpofition  is  by  ^ny 
C^wns  fo  milchievovis  or  merciiefs  as  hath  hither- 
to been  reprefented  :  And  hiefides  all  thefe  ad- 
vantages, it  i?  fo  far  removed  from  the  Spmijh 
frontier,   and  ((^  little  known  to  the  Spaniards 
thenifelves,  that  the^e  is  reafon  to  fuppoie,  that 
with  proper  precautions  a  fhip  might  continue 
here  undifcovered  for  a  long  time.     It  is  alfo  a 
place  of  great  deience  ^    tor  by  poircfling  the 
iJland  that  clofes  up  the  harbour,    and  which 
io  acceffibie  in  veyy  few  places,    a  iiiiall  force 
might  defend  this  Port  againft  all  the  ftrength 
the  Spaniards  could  muft^T  in  thj,t  prt  of  the 
world  i  for  this  Ifiand  towards  the  harbour  is 
Heep  too,  and  has  fix  %hom  water  clofe  to  the 
lliore,  fo  that  the  Pink  anchored  within  forty 
yai  di;  of  it :  Whence  it  is  obvious  how  impofv 
fible  it  would  prove,  either  to  board  or  to  cut 
out  any  veflel  proted:ed  by  a  force  pofted  on 
fnore  within  piftol-lhct,  and  where  thofe  who 
v/erc  thus  pofted  could  not  themfelves  be  at- 
tacked.    All  thcfe  clrcumftances  feem  to  ren- 
der this  place  worthy  of  a   more  accurate   ex- 
amination •,   and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  im- 
portant uff-s  which  this  rude  account  of  it  feems 
to  fugc^cO:,  may  hereafter  recommend  it  to  the 
confidcration  of  the  Public,    and  to  tlie  atten- 
tion cf  tiioic  v/ho  are  more  immediately  entruH- 
cd  with  the  conduct  of  our  naval  aH'airs. 

After  this  dclcription  of  the  place  where  the 
Pirk  by  for  two  months,  it  may  be  cxpedcd 
that  1  flicuid  relate  the  difcoveries  made  by  the 

A  crew 


if:   '      ■ 


tttw  on  the  adjacent  coflft>  and  the  pfinclps] 
incidents  during  their  ftay  there  :   But  here  I 
muft  obferve,  that,  being  only  a  few  in  num* 
ber,  they  did  not  dare  to  detach  any  of  their 
people  on  diftant  difcoveries  •,    for  they  were  • 
perpetually  terrified  with  the  apprehenfion  that 
they  fliould  be  attacked  either  by  the  Spaniards 
or  the  Indians;  fo  that  their  excurfion*  were 
generally  confined  to  that  tra6t  of  land  wliich 
furroundcd  the  Port,  and  where  they  were  never 
out  of  view  of  the  fhip.     But  even  had  they  at 
firft  known  how  little  foundation  there  was  for 
thefe  fears,   yet  the  country  in  the  neighbour- 
hood was  fo  grown  up  with  wood,  and  traverfed 
with  mountains,  that  it  appeared  imprafticable  to 
penetrate  it :    So  that  no  account  of  the  inland 
parts  could  be  expefted  from  them.     Indeed 
they  were  able  to  difprove  the  relations  given 
by  Spanijh  writers,    who  had  reprefented  this 
coaft   as    inhabited  by  a  fierce  and   powerful 
people  :  For  they  were  certain  that  no  fuch  in- 
habitants were  there  to  be  found,  at  lead  during 
the  winter  feafon  •,  fince  all  the  time  they  con- 
tinued there,  they  faw  no  more  than  one  Indian 
family,  which  came  into  the  harbour  in  a  pe- 
rigua,   about  a  month  after  the  arrival  of  the 
Pin!c,  and  confided  of  an  Indian  near  forty  years 
old,  his  wife,  and  two  children,  one  three  years 
of  age,  and  the  other  fi:ill  at  the  breail.     They 
ff.emed  to  have  witli  them  all  their  property, 
which  was  a  dog,  and  a  cat,  a  fifliiiig-net,  a 
hatchet,  a  knife,  a  cradle,  fome  bark  of  trees 
intended  for  the  covering  a  hut,  a  reel,  feme 
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worftfcd,  a  flint  and  ftecl,  and  a  few  roots  oF  i 
yellow  hue  and  a  very  difagreeable  tafte,  which 
fcrvcd  them  for  bread.  The  Mailer  of  the 
JPinky  as  foon  as  he  perceived  them,  fent  his 
ygwl,  who  brought  them  on  board;  and  fear- 
ing, left  they  might  difcover  him  if  they  were 
permitted  to  go  away,  he  took,  as  he  con- 
ceived, proper  precautions  for  fecuring  them, 
but  without  any  mixture  of  ill  ufage  or  vio- 
lence ;  For  in  the  day-time  they  were  permit- 
ted to  go  where  they  pleafed  about  the  Ihip, 
but  at  night  were  locked  up  in  the  fore-caftle. 
As  they  were  fed  in  the  fame  manner  with  the 
reft  of  the  crew,  and  were  often  indulged  with 
brandy,  which  they  feemed  greatly  to  relifh,  it 
did  not  at  firft  appear  that  they  were  much  dil- 
fatisfied  with  their  fituation,  especially  a*  the 
Mafter  took  the  Indian  on  fhore  when  he  went 
a  ftiooting,  (who  always  feemed  extremely  de- 
lighted when  the  Mafter  killed  his  game)  and  as 
all  the  crew  treated  them  with  great  humanity  : 
But  it  was  foon  perceived,  that  though  the  wo- 
man continued  eafy  and  chearful,  yet  the  man 
grew  penfive  and  reftlefs  at  his  confinement. 
He  feemed  to  be  a  perfon  of  good  natural  parts, 
and  though  not  capable  of  converfing  with  the 
Pink's  people,  otherwife  than  by  figns,  was  yet 
very  curious  and  inquifitive,  and  ftiowed  great 
dexterity  in  the  manner  of  making  himfelf  un- 
derftood,  In  particular,  feeing  fo  few  people 
on  board  fuch  a  large  Iliip,  he  let  them  know, 
that  he  fuppofed  they  were  once  more  nume- 
rous ;  And  to  reprefent  to  thena  what  he  ima- 
gined 
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gincd  was  become  of  their  companions,  he  laid 
tiinirdf  down  on  the  deck,  clofing  his  eyes, 
and  ftrctching  himfelf  out  motionlefs,  to  imi- 
tate the  appearance  of  a  dead  body.  But  the 
ftrongeft  proof  of  his  fagacity  was  the  manner 
of  his  getting  away  j  for  after  being  in  cuftody 
on  board  the  Piftk  eight  days,  the  fcuttle  of  the 
fore-caftle,  where  he  and  his  family  were  locked 
up  every  night,  happened  to  be  unnaiied,  and 
the  following  night  being  extremely  dark  and 
ftormy,  he  contrived  to  convey  his  wife  and 
children  through  the  unnaiied  fcuttle,  and  then 
over  the  Ihip's  fide  in  the  yawl ;  and  to  prevent 
being  purfued,  he  cut  away  the  long-boat  and 
his  own -periagua,  which  were  towing  a-ftern, 
and  immediately  rowed  afhore.  All  this  he 
conduced  with  fo  much  diligence  and  fecrecy, 
that  though  there  was  a  watch  on  the  quarter- 
deck with  loaded-arms,  yet  he  was  not  difcover- 
ed  by  them,  till  the  noife  of  his  oars  in  the 
water,  after  he  had  put  off  from  the  Ihip,  gave 
them  notice  of  his  efcape  ^  and  then  it  was  too 
late  either  to  prevent  him  or  to  purfue  him ;  for, 
their  boats  being  all  a-drift,  it  was  a  confiderable 
time  before  they  could  contrive  the  means  of 
getting  on  Ihore  themielves  to  fearch  for  their 
boats.  The  Indian  too  by  this  effort,  befldes 
the  recovery  of  his  liberty,  was  in  fome  fort 
revenged  on  thofe  who  had  confined  him,  both 
by  the  perplexity  they  were  involved  in  from 
the  lofs  of  their  boats,  and  by  the  terror  he 
threw  them  into  at  his  departure  ;    for  on  the 

iirft  4larm  of  the  watch,  who  cried  out,  The 
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hdianSy  the  whole  ihip  vru  in  the  utmoi!:  coA-i 
fuHon,  believing  themfelves  tp  be  boarded  by  a 
fleet  of  armed  periagua's.  f    .  ;^*-  ' 

,  The  refolutipn  and  fagacity  with  which  the 
Jjtdian  behaved  upon  this  Qccafion^  had  it  been 
exerted  on  a  more  extenllve  objeA  than  the  re- 
trieving the  freedom  of  a  fmgle  family,  might 
perhaps  have  immortalized  the  exploit,  and 
have  given  him  a  rank  amongft  the  illuftrious 
names  of  antiquity.  Indeed  his  late  Mailers  did 
fo  much  juftice  to  his  merit,  as  to  own  that  it 
was  a  moft  gallant  Chterprize,  and  tliat  they  were 
grieved  they  had  ever  been  neccflitated,  by  their 
attention  to  their  own  fi^ety,  to  abridge  the 
liberty  of  a  perfon^  of  whofe  prudence  and 
courage  they  had  now  fueh  a  diftinguiflied 
proof.  And  as  it  wai  fuppofed  by  fome  of 
them  that  he  ftill  conumicd  in  the  woods  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  port,  where  it'  was  feared 
he  might  iuflfer  for  want  of  provifions,  the;f 
caftly  prevailed  upon  the  Mafter  to  leave  a  quan- 
tity oi  f  K:h  food,  as  they  thought  would  be 
moft  agrteabk  to  him,  in  a  particular  part 
where  they  imagined  he  would  be  likely  to  find 
it :  And  there  was  reafon-  to  conje€hirc,  that 
this  piece  of  humanity  wa«  not  altogether  ufe- 
kfs  to  him  ;  for,  on  vifit?ing  the  place  fome- 
time  after,  it  was  found  that  the  provifion  was 
gone,  and  in  a  manner  that  made  them  con- 
clude it  had  fallen  into  his  hands. 

But  however,  though  many  of  them  were 
fatisfied  that  this  Indian  ftill  continued  near 
them  i  yet  others  would  needs  conclude,  that 
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he  was  gone  to  ^hc  Ifland  of  Chil^,  where  they 
feared  he  would  alarm  the  Spaniards^  and  would 
foon  return  with  a  force  fufficient  to  furprize 
the  Pink  :  And  on  this  occafion  the  Mafter  of 
the  Pink  was  prevailed  on  to  omit  firing  the 
evening  gun  -,  for  it  muft  be  remembered,  (and 
there  is  a  particular  reafon  hereafter  for  attendr 
ing  to  this  circumftance)  that  the  Mafter,  from 
an  oftentatious  imitation  of  the  prafbice  of  Mea 
of  War,  had  hitherto  fired  a  gyne  very  evening 
at  the  fetting  of  the  watch.  This  he  pretended 
was  to  awe  the  enemy,  if  there  v(n%  any  withiii 
hearing,  and  to  convince  them  that  the  Pink 
was  always  on  her  guard  ;  but  it  being  now 
reprefented  to  him,  that  his  great;  fecurity  was, 
his  concealment,  and  that  the  evening  guq 
might  poffibly  difcover  him,  and  ferve  to  guide 
the  enemy  to  him,  he  was  prevailed  on,  as  haa 
been  mentioned,  to  omit  it  for  the  future  * 
And  his  crew  being  now  well  refrefhed,  and 
their  wood  and  water  fufficiently  repleniflied,  he» 
in  a  few  days  after  the  efcape  of  the  Indian,  put 
to  fca,  and  had  a  fortunate  paflage  to  the  ren- 
dezvous at  the  Ifland  of  Juan  Fernandes,  where 
he  arrived  on  the  1 6th  of  Auguft,  as  hath  been 
already  mentioned  in  the  preceding  chapter. 

This  veflel,  the  Anna  Pink,  was,  as  I  have 
obfervec'',  the  laft  that  joined  the  Commodore 
at  Juan  Fernandes.  The  remaining  Ihips  of  the 
fquadron  were  the  Se^jern,  the  Pearl,  and  the 
IVager  ftore-fhip  :  The  Severn  and  Pearl  parted 
^ompany  with  the  fquadron  off  Cape  Noir,  and, 
as  we  afterwards  learnt,  put  back  to  the  Brazils : 
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So  that  of  all  the  Ihips  which  came  into  th* 
South'SeaSy  the  Wager,  Captain  Cheap,  was  the 
only  one  that  was  miffing.  This  fhip  had  on 
board  fome  field-pieces  mounted  for  land  fer- 
vice,  together  with  fome  coehorn  mortars,  and 
feveral  kinds  of  artillery,  ftores  and  tools,  in- 
tended for  the  operations  on  Ihore  :  And  there- 
fore, as  the  enterprizc  on  Baldivia  had  been  rc- 
folved  on  for  the  firft  undertaking  of  the  fqua- 
dron.  Captain  Cheap  was  extremely  folicitous 
that  thefe  materials,  which  were  in  his  cuftody, 
might  be  ready  before  Baldiiia ;  that  if  the 
fquadron  fhonld  poflibly  rendezvous  there,  (as 
he  knew  not  the  condition  they  were  then  re- 
duced to)  no  delay  nor  difappointment  might 
be  imputed  to  him. 

But  whilft  the  Wager,  with  thefe  views,  was 
making  the  beft  of  her  way  to  her  firft  rendez- 
vous off  the  Ifland  of  Socoro,  whence  (as  there 
was  little  probability  of  meeting  any  of  the 
fiijuadron  there)  flie  propofed  to  fteer  dire<flly 
iot  Baldivia,  fhe  made  the  land  on  the  14th  of 
Mff^',  about  the  latitude  of  47%  South  i  and, 
the  Captain  exerting  himfelf  on  this  occafion, 
in  order  to  get  clear  of  it,  he  had  the  misfor- 
time  to  fall  down  the  after-ladder,  and  thereby 
diflocated  his  flioulder,  which  rendered  him  in- 
capable of  ading.  This  accident,  togetiier  with 
the  crazy  condition  of  the  fhip,  which  was  little 
better  than  a  wreck,  prevented  her  from  getting 
off  to  fea,  and  entangled  her  more  and  more 
with  the  land,  fo  that  the  next  morning,  at  day- 
break, fhe  ftruck  on  a  funken  rock,  and  foon 
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after  bilged,  and  grounded  between  two  fmall 
Iflands,  at  about  a  mufquet-fhot  from  the  Ihore. 
In  this  fituation  the  Ihip  continued  entire  a 
long  time,  fo  that  all  the  crew  had  it  in  their 
power  to  get  fafe  on  (hore  j  but  a  general  con- 
tufion  taking  place,  numbers  of  them,  inftead 
of  confulting  their  fafety,  or  refle(5Ung  on  their 
calamitous  condition,  fell  to  pillaging  the  ihip, 
arming  themfelves  with  the  firft  weapons  that 
came  to  hand,  and  threatning  to  murder  all  who 
Jhould  oppofe  them.    This  frenzy  was  greatly 
heightned  by  the  liquors  they  found  on  board, 
with  which  they  got  fo  extremely  drunk*  that 
fome  of  them  tumbling  down  between  decks, 
were  drowned,  as  the  water  flowed  in,  being 
incapable  of  getting  up  and  retreating  to  other 
places  where  the  water  had  not  yet  entered  : 
And  the  Captain,  having  done  his  utmoft  to  get 
the  whole  crew  on  fhore,  was  at  laft  obliged  to 
leave  thefe  mutineer^  behind  him,  and  to  fol- 
low his  officers,  and  fuch  as  he  had  been  able 
to  prevail  on  ;  but  he  did  not  fail  to  fend  back 
the  boats,  to  perfuade  thofe  who  remained,  to 
have  fome  regard  to  their  prefervation  -,  though 
all  b's  efforts  were  for  fome  time  without  fuc- 
cefs.     However,  the  weather  next  day  proving 
ftormy,  and  there  being  great   danger  of  the 
Ihip's  parting,    tliey  began  to  be  alarmed  with 
the  fears  of  perilhing,  and  were  defirous  of  get- 
ting to  land  i  but  it  fcems  their  madnefs  had 
not  yet  left  them,   for  the  boat  not  appearing 
to  fetch  them  off  fo  foon  as  they  cxpeded,  they 
at  laft  pointed  a  four  pounder,  which  was  on 
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&e  quarter-deck,  againft  the  hut,  where  they 
knew  th^  Cajjtain  refided  on  Ihore,  and  fired 
two  fliot,  which  paflcd  b^t  juft  over  it. 

From  this  fpecimen  of  the  behaviour  of  part 
of  the  crew,  it  will  n6t'be  difficult  to  frame 
feme  conjecture  of  the  diforder  and  anarchy 
which  took  place^  when  they  at  laft  got  all  on 
ihore.  For  the  men  conceived,  that  by  the  lofs 
of  the  fhip,  the  authority  of  the  officers  was 
at  an  end  5  and j  they  being  now  on  a  defolate 
Coaft,  where  fcarcely  any  other  provifions  could 
be  got,  except  what  fhould  be  faved  out  of  the 
wreck,  this  was  another  infurmountable  fource 
of  difcord :  For  as  the  working  upon  the  wreck, 
and  the  fccuring  the  provifions,  fo  that  they 
toight  be  preferved  for  future  exigencies  as 
much  as  poffible,  and  the  taking  care  that  what 
was  neceflary  for  immediate  fubfiftahce  might 
be  fparingly  and  equally  diftributcd.  Were  mat- 
ters n6t  to  be  brought  about  but  by  difcipline 
and  fubordination ;  the  mutinous  difpofition  of 
the  people,  ftimulated  by  the  impulfes  of  im- 
mediate hunger,  rendered  every  regulation  made 
for  this  purpofe  ineffeftual  :  So  that  there  were 
continual  concealments,  frauds  and  thefts,  which 
animated  each  man  againft  his  fellow,  and  pro- 
duced infinite  feuds  and  contcfts.  And  hence 
there  was  conftantly  kept  on  foot  a  perverfe  and 
malevolent  turn  of  temper,  which  rendered  them 
utterly  ungovernable. 

But  befides  thefe  heart-burnings  occafioned 
by  petulance  and  hunger,  there  was  ahothei^ 
important  point,  which  fet  the  greateft  part  of 
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i\ie  peopk  at  variance  with  the  Captam.  Th& 
was  their  difTering  with  him  in  opinion,  on  the 
meafurcs  to  be  purfued  in  the  prefent  exigency  : 
For  the  Captain  was  determined,  if  poffibic,  to 
fit  up  the  boaitsinf  the  bcft  manner  he  could,  and 
to  proceed  with  them  to  the  northward.  For  hav- 
ing with  him  above  an  hundred  men  in  health,  and. 
having  gotten  fome  fire-arms  and  ammunition 
from  the  wreck,  he  did  not  doubt  but  they  could 
mailer  any  Spani/h  veflTel  they  Ihould  irteet  with 
in  thofcfeas  :  And  he  thought  he  could  not  fail 
of  meeting  with  one  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Chiloe  or  Baldivia^  in  which,  when  he  had  taken 
lier,  he  intended  to  proceed  to  the  rendezvous  at 
Juan  Fernandes  ;  and  he  farther  infilled,  that 
ihould  they  meet  with  no  prize  by  the  way,  yet 
the  boats  alone  would  eafily  carry  them  there, 
But  this  was  a  fcheme  that,  however  prudent, 
was  no  ways  reiifhed  by  the  generality  of  his 
people ;  for,  being  quite  jaded  with  the  diftreiTes 
and  dangers  they  had  already  run  through,  they 
could  not  think  of  profecuting  an  enterprizc  far- 
ther, which  had'  litherto  proved  io  difaftrous  ; 
And  therefore  the  common  refolution  Uras  to 
lengthen  the  long-boat,  and  with  that  and  the 
reft  of  the  boats  to  fteer  tO'  the  fouthward,  to 
pafs  through  the  Streights  of  MageHariy  and  to 
range  along  the  Eaft  iide  of  South  America^  till 
they  Ihould  arrive  at  Brazily  where  they  doubted 
not  to  be  well  received,  and  td  procure  a  paflage 
to  Great-Britain.  This  projedt  was  at  firft  fight 
infinitely  more  hazardous  and  tedious  than  what 
yas  propofed  by  the  Captain  i  but  as  it  had  the 
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^  oF  returning  home,  and  flattered  them  with 
the  h9p6$  of  bringing  diem  once  more  to  their 
iiative  country,  this  circumlbuice  alone  rendered 
them  inattentive  to  all  its  inconveniencies,  and 
made  them  adhere  to  it  with  infarmountable  oi> 
ilinacy  }  fo  that  the  Captain  himfelf,  though  he 
never  chapiged^  his  opinion,  was  yet  obliged  to 
give  w^y  ;ohthe  torrent,  and  in  appearance  to 
acquiefce ,  in,  this  refolution,  whilft  he  endea- 
voured under-hand  to  give  it  all  the  obftrudion 
he  CQul4)  particularly  in  the  lengtlining  of  the 
)ong-Doat,  which  he  contrived  fhould  be  of  fuch 
a  (ize;,  that  though  it  might  ferve  to  carry  them 
to  *^uan  Fernandes,  would  yet,  he  hoped,  appear 
incapable  of  fo  long  a, navigation,  as  tlutt  to  the 
C62&.  oi  BrazH.  ■-'\.^-^  ,,-  „,.,;,..  ..^*.,*  - 
But  the  Captain^  by  his  fteady  oppoHtion^t  Brft 
io  this  favourite  projeft,  had.  much  embittered 
the  people  againfl  him ;  to  which  likcwife  the 
following  ynhappy  accident  greatly  contributed. 
Mere  was  a  Midihipman  whole  name  was  Cozens^ 
who  ha4  appeared  the  foremofl  in  all  tlie  refrac- 
tory proceedings  of  the  crew^  He  had  involved 
liimfelf  in  brawls  with  moftof  the  officers  who 
had  adhered  to  thp  Captain's  authority,  and  had 
even  treated  the  Capt^n  himfelf  with  great  abufc 
and  infolence.  As  his  turbulence  and  brutality 
grew  eyery  day  more  and  more  intolerable,  it 
was  not  in  the  lead  doubted,  but  there  werefome 
violent  measures  in  agitation^  in  which  Coztns 
Was  engaged  as  the  ringleader  :  For  which  rea- 
son the  Captain,  and  thofe  about  him,  conftantly 
ke^t  themfelves  on  their  guard.  But  at  laft  the 
■"  ^  "  "  Purler, 
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Purfer,  having,  by  the  Captain's  order,  ftoppcvi 
the  allowance  of  a  tellow  who  would  not  work  j 
Cozens^  though  the  man  did  not  complain  to 
him,  intermedled  in  the  affair  with  great  eager- 
nels  i  and  grolsly  infuking  the  Purfer*  who  was 
then  delivering  out  provifions  jult  by  the  Cap- 
tain's tent,  and  was  himfelf  ftifficiently  violent, 
the  Purfer,  enraged  by  his  fcurrility,  and  per- 
haps piqued  by  former  quarrels,  cried  out  a  niu- 
tiny,  adding,  that  the  dog  had  pijioh,  and  then 
himfelf  fired  a  piftol  at  CozenSy  which  however 
mill  him  :  But  the  Captain,  on  this  outcry  antl 
the  report  of  the  piflol,  ruihed  out  of  his  tent  i 
and,  not  doubting  but  it  had  been  fired  by  G?- 
zem  as  the  commencement  of  a  mutiny,  he  im- 
mediately Ihot  him  in  the  head  without  farther 
deliberation,  and  though  he  did  not  kill  him  on 
the  fpot,  yet  the  wound  proved  mortal,  and  he 
died  about  fourteen  days  after. 

This  incident,  however  difpleafing  to  the  peo- 
ple, did  yet,  for  a  confiderable  time,  awe  them 
to  their  duty,  and  rendered  them  more  fubmif- 
five  to  the  Captain's  authority  ;  but  at  laft,  when 
towards  the  middle  of  05tober  the  long-boat  was 
nearly  compleated,  and  they  were  preparing  to 
put  to  fea,  the  additional  provocation  he  gave 
them  by  covertly  traverfing  their  projc6b  of  pro- 
ceeding through  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  and 
their  fears  that  he  might  at  length  engage  a  party 
fufficient  to  overturn  this  favourite  meafure, 
made  them  refolve  to  make  ufe  of  the  death  of 
Cozens  as  a  reafon  for  depriving  him  of  his  com- 
mand, under  pretence  of  carrying  him  a  prifo- 
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ner  to  England,  to  be  tried  for  murder  ;  and  he 
was  accordingly  confined  under  a  guard.  But 
they  never  intended  to  carry  him  with  them,  as 
they  too  well  knew  what  they  had  to  apprehend 
on  their  return  to  England,  if  their  Commander 
(l-iould  be  prefent  to  confront  them :  And  there- 
fore, when  they  were  juft  ready  to  put  to  fea, 
they  fet  him  at  liberty,  leaving  him  and  the  few 
w'ho  chofe  to  take  their  fortunes  with  him,  no 
other  embarkation  but  the  yawl,  to  which  the 
barge  was  afterwards  added,  by  the  people  on 
board  her  being  prevailed  on  to  return  back. 
,  Wiien  the  Ihip  was  wreckt,  there  remained 
alive  on  board  the  Wager  near  an  hundred  and 
thirty  perfons  •,  of  thefe  above  thirty  died  during 
their  flay  upon  the  place,  and  near  eighty  went 
off  in  the  long-boat,  and  the  putter  to  the  uth- 
ward  :  So  that  there  remained  with  the  C  in, 
after  their  departure,  no  more  than  nineteen  per- 
fons, which  however  was  as  many  as  the  barge 
and  the  yawl,  the  only  embarkations  left  them, 
could  well  carry  off.  It  was  the  1 3th  of  O£lober, 
five  months  after  the  fhipwreck,  that  the  long- 
boat,, converted  into  a  fchooner,  weighed,  and 
ftood  to  the  fouthward,  giving  the  Captain, 
who,  with  Lieutenant  HamiltoH  of  the  land- 
forces  and  tlie  furgeon,  was  then  on  the  beach, 
three  clx^ers  at  their  departure.  It  was  the  29th 
of  Januaxy  following  before  they  arrived  at  Rio 
Grande,  oi*  the  coaft  of -Br^z// :  And  having,  by 
various  accidents,  left  about  twenty  of  their  peo' 
j)le  on  Ihore  at  the  different  places  they  touched 
at,  and  a  greater  number  having  perilhed  by 
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hunger  during  the  courfe  of  their  navigation, 
there  were  no  more  than  thirty  of  them  left, 
when  they  arrived  in  that  Port.  Indeed,  the 
undertakii'.r  of  itfelf  was  a  molt  extraordinary 
one  i  tow  not  to  mention  the  length  of  the  run, 
the  veffel  was  fcarcely  able  to  contain  the  num- 
ber that  firlt  put  to  fea  in  her  -,  and  their  ilock. 
of  proviiions  (being  only  what  they  had  faved 
out  of  the  fhip)  was  extremely  flender,  and  the 
Cutter,  the  only  boat  they  had  with  them,  foon 
broke  away  from  the  ftern,  and  was  ftaved  to 
pieces  •,  fo  that  when  their  provifion  and  their 
water  failed  them,  they  had  frequently  no  means 
of  getting  on  fliore  to  fearch  for  a  f  relh  fupply. 

When  the  long-boat  and  Cutter  were  gone, 
the  Captain,  and  thofewho  were  le  t  with  him, 
propofed  to  pafs  to  the  northward  in  the  barge 
and  yawl  :  But  the  weather  was  fo  bad,  and  the 
difficulty  of  fubfifting  fo  great,  that  it  was  two 
months  after  the  departure  of  the  long-boat  be- 
fore he  was  able  to  put  to  lea.     It  feems,  the 
place,  where  the  fVager  was  caft  away,  was  not 
a  part  of  the  Continent,  as  was  firft  imagined, 
but  an  Ifland  at  fome  diftance  from  the  Main, 
which  afforded  no  other  forts  of  provifion  but 
fhell-fifh,  and  a  few  herbs  ;  and  as  the  greateft 
part  of  what  they  had  gotten  from  the  fhip  was 
carried  off  in  the  long-boat,  the  Captain  and  his 
people  were  often  in  great  neceffity,  efpecially  as 
they  chofe  to  preferve,  what  little  fea-provifions 
remained,  for  their  ftore  when  they  Ihould  go  to 
the  northward.     During  their  refidence  at  this 
Ifland,  which  was  by  the  feamen  denominated 
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PTager's  I/land^  they  had  now  and  then  a  ftraggling 
canoe  or  two  of  Indians,  which  came  and  bar- 
tered their  fifh  and  other  provifions  with  our 
people.  This  was  indeed  fome  little  fuccour, 
and  at  another  feafon  might  perhaps  have  been 
greater  ;  for  as  there  were  fcveral  Indian  huts  on 
the  Ihore,  it  was  fuppofed  that  in  fome  years, 
during  the  height  of  fummer,  many  of  thefe  fa- 
/ages  might  refort  thither  to  filh  :  And  from 
what  has  been  related  in  the  account  of  the  y^nna 
Pink,  it  fliould  feem  to  be  the  general  praftice 
of  thofe  Indians  to  frequent  this  coaft  in  the 
fummer-tinie  for  the  benefit  of  filhing,  and  to 
retire  in  the  winter  into  a  better  climate,  more 
to  the  northward. 

And  on  this  mention  of  the  j^nna  Pink,  I  can- 
not but  obferve,  how  much  it  is  to  be  lamented, 
that  the /F<j^^/s  people  had  no  knowledge  of  her 
being  fo  near  them  on  the  coaft  ;  for  as  Ihe  was 
not  above  thirty  leagues  diftant  from  them,  and 
came  into  their  neighbourhood  about  the  fame 
time  the  fVager  was  loft,  and  was  a  firie  roomy 
ihip,  Ihe  could  eafily  have  taken  them  all  on 
board,  and  have  carried  them  to  Juan  Fernandes. 
Indeed,  I  fufpeft  fhe  was  ftill  nearer  to  them 
than  what  is  here  eftimated  -,  for  feveral  of  the 
IVagefs  people,  at  different  times,  heard  t\\t 
report  of  a  cannon,  which  I  conceiv"  could  be 
no  other  than  the  evening  gun  fired  from  the 
Anna  Pink,  efpecially  as  what  was  heard  at  Wa- 
ger's IJland  was,  about  the  fame  time  of  the  day. 
But  to  return  to  Capt.  Cheap, 
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Upon  the  14th  of  December^  the  Captain  anc| 
his  people  embarked  in  the  barge  and  the  yawl, 
in  order  to  proceed  to  the  northward,  taking  on 
board  with  them  all  the  provifions  they  could 
amafs  from  the  wreck  of  the  fhip ;  but  they  Iiad 
Ibarcely  been  an  hour  at  fea,  when  the  wind  be- 
gan to  blow  hard,  and  the  fca  ran  fo  high,  that 
they  Were  obliged  to  throw  the  greateft  part  of 
their  provifions  over-board,  to  avoid  iniuiediatc 
deftrudlion.  This  was  a  terrible  misfortune,  in 
a  part  of  the  world  where  food  is  fo  difficult  to 
be  got  :  However,  they  ftill  pcrfifted  in  their 
defign,  putting  on  ihore  as  often  as  they  could 
to  feek  fubfiftance.  But  about  a  fortnight  after, 
another  dreadful  accident  befel  them,  for  the 
yawl  funk  at  an  i:nchor,  and  one  of  the  men  in 
her  was  drowned  j  and  as  the  barge  was  incapa- 
ble of  carrying  the  whole  compaiiy,  they  were 
now  reduced  to  ihe  hard  neceflity  of  leaving  four 
marines  behind  them  on  that  defolate  Ihore.  But 
they  ftill  kept  on  their  courfe  to  the  northward, 
ftruggling  with  their  difafters,  and  greatly  de- 
layed by  the  perverfenefs  of  the  winds,  and  the 
frequent  interruptions  which  their  fearch  after 
food  occafioned  :  Till  at  laft,  about  the  end  of 
January^  having  made  three  unfuccefsful  at- 
tempts to  double  a  head-land,  which  they  fup- 
pofed  to  be  what  the  Spaniards  called  Cape  Tr... 
MonieSy  it  was  unanimoufly  refolved  to  give  over 
this  expedition,  the  difficulties  of  which  appeared 
mfuperable,,  and  to  return  again  to  fFager  Uland^ 
where  they  got  back  about  the  middle  of  Febru- 
afy,  quite  dilheartned  and  dejedted  with  their 
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reiterated  difappointments,  and  almofl  pcriHiing 
with  hunger  and  fatigue. 

However,  on  their  return  they  had  the  good 
luck  to  meet  with  feveral  pieces  of  beef,  which 
had  been  wafhed"  out  of  the  (hip,  and  were 
fwimming  in  the  fea.  This  was  a  mod  feafona- 
ble  relief  to  them,  after  the  hardlhips  they  had 
endured  :  And  to  compleat  their  good  fortune, 
there  came,  in  a  fhort  time,  two  canoes  of  In- 
dians, amongft  which  was  a  native  of  Chiloi\ 
who  (poke  a  little  Spajtijh ;  and  the  Surgeon, 
who  was  with  Captain  Cheapo  underllanding  thi^r 
language,  he  made  a  bargain  with  the  Indian^ 
that  if  he  would  carry  the  Captain  and  his  Peo 
pie  to  ChHoc  in  the  barge,  he  fhould  have  her, 
and  all  that  belonged  to  her  for  his  pains.  Ac- 
cordingly, on  the  6th  of  March,  the  eleven 
perfons  to  which  the  company  was  how  reduced, 
embarked  in  the  barge  on  this  new  expedition  ^ 
but  after  having  proceeded  for  a  few  days,  the 
Captain  and  four  of  his  principal  Officers  being 
on  fhore,  the  fix,  who  together  with  an  Indian 
remained  in  the  barge,  put  off  with  her  to  fea, 
and  did  not  j'ctijrn. 

By  this  means  there  were  left  on  fhore  Cap- 
tain Cheapo  Mr.  Hamilton  Lieutenant  of  Marines, 
the  Honourable  Mr.  Byron,  and  Mr.  Campbel, 
Midfhipmen,  and  Mr.  Elliot,  the  Surgeon.  One 
would  have  thought  their  diftrcfles  had  long  be- 
fore this  time  been  incapable  of  augmentation ; 
but  they  found,  on  reflection,  that  their  prefent 
fituation  was  much  more  difmaying  than  any 
thing  they  had  yet  gone  through,  being  left  on 
>  *  ad?r 


w 


il  14 


rung 


adcfolate  coaft,  without  any  pr  ''{ion,  or  the 
means  of  procuring  any  ;  for  chcir  arms,  am- 
munition, and  every  conveniency  they  were 
matters  of,  except  the  tattered  habits  they  had 
on,  were  ail  carried  away  in  the  barge. 

But  when  they  had  fufnciently  revolved  in 
their  own  minds  the  various  circumftances  of 
this  unexpected  calamity,  and  were  perfuaded 
that  they  had  no  relief  to  hope  for,  they  per- 
ceived a  canoe  at  a  pittance,  which  proved  to 
be  that  of  the  Indian^  who  had  undertaken  to 
carry  them  to  Chiloe,  he  and  his  family  being 
then  on  board  it.  He  made  no  difficulty  of 
coming  to  them  -,  for  it  feems  he  had  left  Cap- 
tain Cheap  and  his  People  a  little  before  to  go 
a  fifhing,  and  had  in  the  mean  time  committed 
them  to  the  care  of  the  other  Indian^  whom 
the  failors  had  carried  to  fea  in  the  barge.  But 
when  he  came  on  ihore,  and  found  the  barge 
gone  and  his  companion  miffing,  ^^he  was  ex- 
tremely concerned,  and  could  with  difficulty  be 
perfuaded  that  the  other  Indian  was  not  murder* 
ed  i  but,  being  at  Jaft  fatisfied  with  the  account 
that  was  given  him,  he  ftill  undertook  to  carry 
•them  to  the  Spanijh  fettkments,  and  (as  the  In- 
dians are  well  flailed  in  filhing  and  fowling)  to 
procure  them  provifions  by  the  way. 

About  the  middle  oi  Marcb^  Captain  Cheap 
End  the  four  who  were  left  with  him,  fet  out 
for  Cbiloe^  the  Indian  having  procured  a  num- 
ber of  canoes,  and  gotten  many  of  his  neigh- 
bours together  for  that  purpofe.  Soon  after 
they  embarked,  Mr.  Edliot  the  Surgeon  died,  fp 
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that  tKere  rtbw  rcmaihed  only  four  of  the  whole 
company.  At  Lift,  after  a  very  compHcated 
paflagc  by  hnd  and  water.  Captain  Cheap ^  Mr. 
Byron^  and  Mr.  Canrpbel^  arrived  in  the  begin- 
ning of  June  at  the  Ifland  of  Chiloe,  where  they 
were  received  by  the  Spaniards  with  great  hu- 
manity ;  but,  on  account  of  forhe  quarrel  a- 
mong  the  Indians^  Mr.  Hamilton  did  not  get 
thither  till  two  months  after.  Thus,  above  a 
twelvemonth  after  the  lofs  of  the  Wager ^  ended 
this  fatiguing  peregrination,  which  by  a  variety 
of  misfortunes  had  diminiHied  the  cornpiny 
from  twenty  to  no  more  than  fcr,  rnd  mofe 
too  brought  fo  low,  had  their  aiitreiTes  con- 
tinued but  a  few  days  longer,  in  all  probability 
none  of  them  would  have  furvived.  For  the 
Captain  himfelf  was  with  difficulty  recovered-, 
and  the  reft  were  fo  reduced  by  the  feverity  of 
the  weather,  their  labour,  and  their  want  of  all 
kinds  of  neceflaries,  that  it  was  wonderful  how 
they  fupported  themfelves  fo  long.  After  fome 
ftay  at  Chiloe,  the  Captain  and  the  three  who  wert 
with  him  were  fent  tP  Falpara/fi,  and  thence  to 
St.  Jago^  t}>e  Capitol  of  Cbilj,  where  they  con- 
tinued above  a  year  :  But  on  the  advice  of  a 
cartel  being  fettled  betwixt  Great-Britain  and 
Spain,  Captain  Cheap,  Mr.  Byron,  and  Mr.  Har 
milton,  were  permitted  to  return  to  Europe  on 
Jjoard  a  French  Ihip.  The  other  Midfhipman, 
Mr.  Campely  having  changed  his  religion,  whilft 
at  St.  Ja^o,  chofe  to  go  back  to  Buenos  Jyres 
yfnxh  Pizarro  and  his  Officers,  with  whom  he 
>^ent  afterwards  to  Spain  on  board  the  Jfia  ;  and 
2  there 
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there  having  failed  in  his  endeavours  to  pro- 
cure a  commiffion  from  the  Court  of  Spain,  he 
returned  to  England,  and  attempted  to  get  re- 
inftated  in  the  Briiijh  Navy  i  and  has  fmce  pub- 
lilhed  a  narration  of  his  adventures,  in  which  he 
complains  of  the  injuftice  that  had  been  done 
him,  and  ftrongly  difavows  his  ever  being  in 
the  Spanijh  fervice  :  But  as  the  change  of  his 
religion,  and  his  offering  himfelf  to  the  Court 
of  Spain,  (though  not  accepted)  are  matters 
which,  he  is  confcious,  are  capable  of  being 
inconteftably  proved  j  on  thefe  two  heads,  he 
has  been  entirely  lilent.  And  now,  after  this 
account  of  the  accidents  which  befel  the  ^nna 
Pinky  and  the  cataftrophe  of  the  Wager,  I  Ihall 
again  refume  the  thread  of  our  own  ftory. 
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Conclulion  of  our  proceedings  at  jfuan  Fer- 
nandes,  from  the  arrival  of  the  Anna  Pink, 
to  our  final  departure  from  thence. 
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AB  O  U  T  a  week  after  the  arrival  of  our 
Viftualler,  the  Tryal  Sloop,  that  had  been 
fent  to  the  Ifland  of  Mafa-Fuero,  returned  to 
an  anchor  at  Juan  Fernandes,  after  having  been 
round  that  Ifland,  without  meeting  any  part  of 
our  fquadron.  As,  upon  this  occafion,  the 
Ifland  of  Mafa-Fuero  was  more  particularly  ex- 
amined, than  I  dare  fay  it  had  ever  been  before, 
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or  perhapG  ever  will  be  again ;  and  as  the  know- 
ledge of  ic  may,  in  certain  circumftances,  be  of 
great  confequence  hereafter,  I  think  it  incum- 
bent on   me   to  infert  the  accounts  given  of 
ihis  place,  by  the  officers  of  the  Tryal  Sloop. 
The  Spaniards  have  generally  mentioned  two 
Iflands,  under  the  name  oijuan  Fermndes,  ftiling 
them  the  greater  and  the  lefs :  The  greater  being 
that  Illand  where  we  anchored,  and  the  lefs  be- 
ing the  Ifland  we  are  now  defcribing,  which» 
bficaufe  it  is  more  diftant  from  the  Continent,they* 
have  diftinguiflied  by  the  name  of  Mafa-Fuero. 
The  7ryal  Sloop  found  that  it  bore  from  the 
greater  Juoii  Fernafides  W.  by  S,  and  was  about 
twenty- two  leagues  diftant.     It  is  much  larger 
than  .has  been  generally  reported ;    for  former 
writers  have  reprefented  it  as  a  barren  rock,  dtf- 
ikatc  of  wood  and  water,  and  altogether  inac- 
ceffible ;  whereas  our  people  found  it  was  covered 
with  trees,  and  that  there  were  feveral  fine  falls 
of  water  pouring  down  its  fides  into  the  fea: 
They  foand  too,  that  there  was  a  place  where  a 
^ip  might  come  to  an  anchor  on  the  North  fide 
of  it,  though  indeed  the  anchorage  is  inconve- 
nient ;  for  the  bank  extends  but  a  little  way,  is 
ftecp  to,  and  has  very  deep  water  upon  it,  fo 
ifhi»t  you  muft  come  to  an  anchor  very  near  the 
i^re,  and   there  lie  expofed   to  all  the  winds 
k»t  a  ibutherly  one  :  And  befides  the  inconve- 
nience of  the  anchorage.,  there  is  alfo  a  reef  of 
foc^s  running  off  the  eaftern  point  of  the  Ifland, 
ab<^uc  two  miks  in  length*,  but  there  is  little 
^firger  to  be  feared  from  them,  becaufe  they  are 
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always  to  be  feen  by  the  feaa  breaking  over  them. 
This  place  has  at  prefent  one  advantage  beyond 
the  IQand  of  Jum  Fernandes  \  for  it  abounds  with 
goats,  who,  not  being  accuftomed  to  be  difturb- 
ed,  were  no  ways  (hy  or  apprehenfive  of  danger, 
till  they  had  been  frequently  fired  at.  Thcfe  ani- 
mals refide  here  in  great  tranquillity,  the  Spa- 
niards having  not  thought  the  IQand  confiderabie 
enough  to  be  frequented  by  their  enemies,  and 
therefore  they  have  not  been  folicitous  in  deftroy- 
ing  the  provifions  upon  it  -,  fo  that  no  dogs  have 
been  hitherto  fet  on  lliore  there.  And  befides 
the  goats,  our  people  found  there  vaft  numbcri 
of  feals  and  fca-lions :  And  upon  the  whole, 
they  feemed  to  imagine,  that  though  it  was  not 
the  moft  eligible  place  for  a  fliip  to  ref/elhat, 
yet  in  cafe  of  neceflity  it  might  aflFord  ibme  fort 
of  /helter,  and  prove  of  confiderable  ufe,  efpe* 
cialiy  to  a  tingle  (hip,  who  might  apprehend 
meeting  with  a  fuperior  force  at  Fernandes,  The 
appearance  of  its  N.  £.  tide,  and  alfo  of  its 
Weft  fide,  maybe  feen  in  the  21ft  and  2 2d 
plates.  This  may  fuffice  in  relation  to  the  Ifland 
of  Mafa-Fuero. 

The  latter  part  of  the  month  of  Auguft  was 
fpcnt  in  unloading  the  provifions  from  the  Anna 
Pink  \  and  here  we  had  the  mortification  to  find 
that  great  quantities  of  our  provifions,  as  bread, 
rice,  groats,  ^c.  were  decayed,  and  unfit  for 
ufe.  This  was  owing  to  the  water  the  Pink  had 
made  by  her  working  and  ftraining  in  bad  wea- 
ther ;  for  hereby  feveral  of  her  caiks  had  rotted, 
and  her  bags  were  foaked  though.  And  now,  as 
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we  had  no  farther  occafion  for  her  fervice,  the 
Commodore,  puifuant  to  his  orders  from  the 
board  of  Admiralty,  fent  notice  to  Mr.  Gerard 
her  Maftcr,  that  he  difcharged  the  Anna  Pink 
from  the  fervice  of  attending  the  fquadron  ;  and 
gave  him,  at  the  fame  time,  a  certificate,  fpeci- 
fying  how  long  (he had  been  employed.  In  con- 
fequence  of  this  difmiflion,  her  Mafter  was  at 
liberty,  either  to  return  direftly  to  England,  or 
to  make  the  beft  of  his  way  to  any  Port,  where 
he  thought  he  could  take  in  fuch  a  cargoe,  as 
would  anfwcr  the  intereft  of  his  Owner?.  But 
the  Mafter,  being  fenfible  of  the  bad  condition 
of  the  ftiip  and  of  her  unfitncfs  for  any  fucli 
voyage,  wrote  the  next  day  an  anfwer  to  the 
Commodore's  mcflage,  acquainting  Mr.  Anfotii 
that  from  the  great  quantity  of  water  the  Pink 
had  made  in  her  paflage  round  Cape  Horn^  and 
fmce  that,  in  the  tempeftuous  weather  he  had 
met  with  on  the  coaft  of  Chili y  he  had  reafon  to 
apprehend  that  her  bottom  was  very  much  decay- 
ed ;  and  that  befides,  her  upper  works  were  rot- 
ten abaft;  that  fhe  was  extremely  leaky  ;  that 
her  fore- beam  was  broke  j  and  that,  in  his  opi- 
nion, it  was  impofllble  to  proceed  to  fea  with 
her,  before  Hie  had  been  thoroughly  refitted  : 
He  therefore  requefted  the  Commodore,  that  the 
Carpenter^  of  the  fquadron  might  be  diredled  to 
furvey  her,  that  their  judgment  of  her  condition 
might  be  known.  Incompliance  with  this  de- 
fife,  Mr.  ./4)i/&«  immediately  ordered  the  Carpen- 
ters to  t^ke' a  careful  and  ftrift  furvey  of  the  Juna 
Finkf  and  tQ  give  him  a  faithful  report  under 
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their  hands  of  the  condition  in  which  they  found 
her,  directing  them  at  the  fame  time  to  proceed 
herein  with  fuch  circumfpedion,  that,  if  they 
ihould  be  hereafter  called  upon,  they  might  be 
able  to  make  oath  of  the  veracity  of  their  pro- 
ceedings. Purfuant  to  thefe  orders,  the  Carpen- 
ters immediately  fet  about  the  examination,  and 
the  next  day  made  their  report  *,  which  was,  that 
the  Pink  had  no  lefs  than  fourteen  knees  and 
twelve  beams  broken  and  decayed  ;  that  one 
breaOi-hook  was  broken,  and  another  rotten  }  that 
iier  water-ways  were  open  and  decayed  ( thai:  two 
ilandards  were  broken,  as  alfo  feveral  clamps, 
bcfides  others  which  were  rotten ;  that  all  her 
iron-work  was  greatly  decayed ;  that  her  fpirkic- 
ing  and  timbers  were  very  rotten  j  and  that,  hav- 
ing ripped  off  part  of  her  ftieathing,  they  found 
her  wales  and  oucfide  planks  extremely  defedtive, 
and  her  bows  and  decks  very  leaky  ^  and  in  cun- 
l(^quence  of  thefe  dcf-^^ls  and  decays  they  certi- 
fied, that  in  their  opinion  flie  could  not  depart 
from  the  Idand  without  great  hazard,  unlefs  (he 
was  firft  of  all  thoroughly  refitted. 

The  thorough  refitting  of  the  jdma  Pinky  pro- 
pofed  by  the  Carpenters,  was,  in  our  prefcnc 
iituation,  impofiible  to  be  complied  with,  as  all 
the  plank  and  iron  in  the  fquadron  was  infuffici- 
ent  for  that  purpofe.  And  now  the  Mafter  find- 
ing his  own  fentiments  confirmed  by  the  opinion 
of  all  the  Carpenters,  he  offered  a  petition  to  the 
Commodore  in  behalf  of  his  Owners,  defiring 
that,  fince  it  appeared  he  was  incapable  of  leav- 
ing the  Ifland,  Mr.  Jnfon  would  plcafc  to  pur- 
chafe 
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chafe  the  hull  and  furniture  of  the  Pink  for  the 
ufe  of  the  fquadron.  Hereupon  the  Commodore 
ordered  an  inventory  to  be  taken  of  every  par- 
ticular b^longiiig  to  the  Pi;;^,  with  its  jull  value : 
And  as  by  this  inventory  it  appeared,  that  there 
were  many  ftoics  which  would  be  ufefu\)  in  refit- 
ting  the  other  fhips,  and  which  were  at'  prcfent 
very  fcarce  in  the  iquadron,  by  reafon  of  the 
great  quantities  that  had  been  already  expended, 
he  agreed  with  Mr.  Gtrard  to  purchafe  the  whole 
together  for  300/.  The  Pink  being  thus  broken 
up,  Mr.  Gerard,  with  the  hands  belonging  to 
the  Pinkj  were  feni  on  board  the  Gloucefier ;  as 
that  fhip  had  buried  the  greateft  number  of  men 
in  proportion  to  her  complement.  But  after- 
wards, one  or  two  of  them  were  received  on 
board  the  Centurion  on  their  own  petition,  they 
being  extremely  averfe  to  failing  in  the  fame  (hip 
with  their  old  Mafter,  on  account  of  fome  parti- 
cular ill  ufage  they  conceived  they  had  fuffered 
from  him.  -^^  -    n  \:s!  -!,:»',  •   .  .  -.n. 

This  tranfadiion  brought  us  down  to  the  be- 
ginning o^  September i  and  our  people  by  this  rime 
were  fo  far  recovered  of  the  fcurvy,  that  there 
was  little  danger  of  burying  any  more  at  pre- 
fent  y  and  therefore  I  fhall  now  fum  up  the  total 
of  our  lofs  fince  our  departure  from  England^  the 
better  to  convey  fonoe  idea  of  our  paft  fuffer- 
ings,  and  of  our  prefent  ftrength.  We  had 
buried  on  board  the  Centurion,  fince  our  leaving 
St.  Helens,  two  hundred  and  ninety-two,  and 
had  now  remaining  on  board  two  hundred  and 
fourteen.  This  will  doubtlcls  appear  a  moft  ex- 
traordinary 
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traordinary  moi'tality:    But  yet   on  board    the 
Gloucefter  it  had  been  much  greater  \  tor  out  of 
a  much  fmaller  crew  than  ours  they  had  buried 
the  fame  number,  and  had  only  eighty-two  re* 
maining  ahve.     It  might  be  expe(fled  that  on 
board  the  Tryaly  the  (laughter  would   have  been 
the  nioft  terrible,  as  her  decks  were  almoft  con- 
ttandy   knee-deep  in  water ;    but  it  happened 
otherwife,  for  (he  efcaped  more  favourably  than 
the  reft,  fince  flie  only  buried  forty-two,  and  had 
now  thirty-nine  remaining  alive.     The  havock 
of  this  difeafe  had  fallen  ftill  feverer  on  the  invalids 
and  marines  than  on  the  Tailors ;    for  on  board 
the  Centurion^  out  of  fifty  invalids  and  feventyj 
nine  marines,  there  remained  oniy  four  invalids^ 
including  officers,  and  eleven  marines  ;  and  on 
board  fhe  Gloucefter  every  invalid  perilhed  5  and 
out  of   forty-eight  niarines,  only  two  efcaped« 
From  this  account  it  appears,  that  the  three  Ihips 
together  departed  from  £»^/tf«^  with  nine  hun- 
dred and  fixty  one  men  on  board,  of  whom  fix 
hundred  and  tweniy'fix  were  dead  before  this 
time  ;  fo  that  the  whole  of  our  remaining  crews, 
which  were  now  to  be  diftributed  amongft  three 
ihips,  amounted  to  no  more  than  three  hundred 
and  thirty-five  men  and  boys ;  a  number,  great- 
ly infufficient  for  the  manning  the  Centurion  a- 
lone,  and   barely  capable  of  navigating  all   the 
three,  with  the  utmoft  exertion  of  their  (Irength 
and  vigour.     This  prodigious  redudlon  of  our 
men  was  ftill  the  more  terrifying,  as  we  were  hi- 
therto uncertain  of  the  fate  of  Pizarro*s  fqua- 
dron,  and  had  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  fome  part 
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of  it  at  Ictft  had  got  round  into  thefe  feas  :  In-* 
deed,  we  were  facisfied  from  our  own  experience, 
that  they  muft  have  fuflfered  gready  in  their  paf- 
fage  •,  but  then  every  port  in  the  S^outb-StMs  was 
open  to  them,  and  the  whole  power  of  Chili  and 
Peru  would  doubtlefs  be  united  in  refrefhing  and 
refitting  them,  and  recruiting  the  numt>ers  they 
had  loft.     Befides,  we  had  fome  obfcure  know- 
ledge of  a  force  to  be  fitted  out  from  Calko ; 
and,  however  contemptible  the  fhips  and  Tailors 
of  this  part  of  the  world  may  have  been  gene- 
rally efteemed,  it  was  fcarcely  pofTible  for  any 
thing,  bearing  the  name  of  a  fhip  of  force,  to 
be  feebler  or  Icfs  confidtrable  than  ourfelves.  And 
had  there  been.nothtng  to  be  apprehended  from 
the  naval  power  of  the  Spaniards  in  this  part  of 
the  world,  yet  our  enfeebled  condition  would  ne- 
verthtlcfs  give  us  the  greateft  uncafinefs,  as  we 
were  incapable  of  attempting  any  of  their  con- 
fiderable  places ;  for  the  riiquing  of  twenty  men, 
weak  as  we  then  were,  was  riiquing  the  fafcty 
of  the  whole  :  So  that  we  conceived  we  fliould 
be   necelTitated  to  content  ourfelves  with  what 
few  prizes  we  could  pick  up  at  fea,  before  we 
were  difcovered  ;  after  which,  we  (houid  in  ail 
probability  be  obliged  to  depart  with  precipita- 
tion, and  efteem  ourfelves  fortunate  to  regain  our 
native  country,  leaving  our  enemies  to  triumph 
on  the  inconfidcrabie  mifchief  they  had  received 
from  a  fqoadron,   whofe  equipment  had  filled 
them  with  fuch   dreadful  apprehenfions.     This 
was  a  fubjedt,  on  which  we  had  reafon  to  imagine 
the  Spanijh  oftcntation  would  remarkably  exert 
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tciclf  I  though  the  caufea  of  our  diii|ppoInC<^ 
taeot  and  their  fecurity  were  neither  to  be 
fought  for  in  their  valour  nor  our  ttiifcoodudt. 

Such  were  the  defponding  reflexions  which 
at  that  time  arofe  on  the  review  and  comparifon 
of  our  remaining  ftrength  with  our  original  num* 
ben :  Indeed  our  fears  were  far  from  being 
groundlefs,  or  difproportioned  to  our  feeble  and 
almoil  defperate  fitgabon.  It  is  true,  the  final 
event  proved  more  honourable  than  we  had  fore' 
boded }  but  the  intermediate  calamities  did  like- 
wife  greatly  furpafs  our  mod  gloomy  apprehen- 
fions,  and  could  they  have  been  predicted  to  us 
at  this  Ifland  of  Juan  Fernanties,  they  Would 
doubdefs  have  appeared  infurmountable.  But  to 
return  from  this  digrelfion. 

In  the  beginning  of  September^  as  has  been  al- 
ready mentioned,  our  men  were  tolerably  well 
recovered  ;  and  now,  the  time  of  navigation 
in  this  climate  drawhig  near,  we  exerted  our- 
felves  in  getting  our  fhips  in  readinefs  for  the 
fea.  W€  converted  the  fore-maft  of  the  Viftu- 
aller  into  a  main-maft  for  the  Tryal  Sloop  \  and 
(till  flattering  ourfelves  with  the  pofllbility  of  the 
arrival  of  fome  other  (hips  of  our  fquadron,  we 
intended  to  leave  the  main-maft  of  the  ViftuaJ- 
ler,  to  make  a  mizen-maft  for  the  fFager.  Thus 
all  hands  being  employed  in  forwarding  our  de- 
parture, we,  on  the  8  th,  about  eleven  in  the 
morning,  efpied  a  fail  to  the  N.  E,  which  con- 
tinued to  approach  us,  till  her  courfe  appeared 
even  with  the  horizon.  In  this  interval  we  all 
had  hopes  (he  might  prove  one  of  our  own  fqua- 
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dron ;  biit  at  length  finding  (he  fteered  aWay  to 
the  eaftward,  withour  haling  in  for  the  Ifland,  we 
concluded  flie  muft  be  a  Spaniard.  And  now 
great  difputes  were  fct  on  foot  about  the  poflibili- 
ty  of  her  having  difcovered  our  tents  on  Ihore, 
fome  of  U5  flrongly  infixing,  that  fhe  had  doubt- 
lefs  been  near  enough  to  have  perceived  fomething 
that  had  given  her  a  jealoufy  of  an  enemy,  which 
had  occafioned  her  (landing  to  the  eaftward  with- 
out haling  in  ;  but  leaving  thefe  contefts  to  be 
fettled  afterwards,  it  was  refolved  to  purfue  her, 
and,  the  Centurion  being  in  the  greateft  forward- 
nefs,  we  immediately  got  all  our  hands  on  board, 
fet  up  our  rigging,  bent  oiir  fails,  and  by  Bve 
in  the  afternoon  got  under  fail.  We  had  at  this 
time  very  little  wind,  fo  that  all  the  boats  were 
employed  to  tow  us  out  of  the  bay  ;  and  even 
what  wind  there  was  laded  only  long  enough  to 
give  us  an  offing  of  two  or  three  leagues,  when  ic 
flatted  to  a  calm.  T^e  night  coming  on  we  loll 
fight  of  the  chace,  and  were  extremely  impati- 
ent for  the  return  of  day- light,  in  hopes  to  find 
lha£  (he  had  been  becalmed  as  well  as  wo  ;  though 
I  mud  confefs,  that  her  greater  diilance  from  the 
land  was  a  rea(bnable  ground  for  fufpedling  the 
contrary,  as  we  indeed  found  in  the  morning  to 
our  great  mortification ;  tor  though  the  weather 
continued  perfectly  clear,  we  had  no  fight  of  the 
ihip  from  the  maft-head.  But  as  we  were  now 
fatisBed  that  it  was  an  enemy,  and  the  firft  we 
had  feen  in  thefe  feas,  we  refolved  not  to  give 
over  ^the  fearch  lightly  *,  and,  a  fmall  breeze 
fpringing  up  from  the  W.  N.  W,  we  got  up  our 
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top>gallant  maRs  and  yards,  fee  all  the  ikils,  aod 
fteered  to  the  S.  £,  in  hopes  of  retrieving  our 
chace,  which  we  imagined  to  be  bound  to  Fal» 
paraifi.  We  continued  on  this  courfe  all  that 
day  and  the  next,  and  then  not  getting  Tight  of 
our  chace  we  gave  over  the  purfuit,  conceiving 
that  by  that  time  fhe  muft,  in  all  probability, 
have  reached  her  Pore.  And  now  we  prepared 
to  return  to  Juan  FernandcSy  and  haled  up  to  the 
S.  W.  with  that  view,  having  but  very  little 
wind  till  the  i2th,  when,  at  three  in  the  morn^ 
ing,  there  fprung  up  a  frelh  gale  from  the  W.  $* 
W,  and  we  tacked  and  ftood  to  the  N.  W ;  And 
at  day-break  we  were  agreeably  furprized  with 
the  light  of  a  fail  on  our  weather-bow«  between 
four  and  five  leagues  diftant.  On  this  we  croud- 
edall  the  fail  we  could,  and  (lood  after  her,  find 
foon  perceived  it  not  to  be  the  fame  (hip  we  ori-* 
ginally  gave  chace  to.  She  at  firft  bore  dowa 
upon  us  ihowing  Spanijb  colours,  and  making  9 
fignal,  as  to  her  confort  -,  but  obferving  that  we 
did  not  anfwer  her  fignai,  (he  inftandy  loofed 
clofe  to  the  wind,  and  ftood  to  the  fouthwnrd. 
Our  people  were  now  all  in  fpirits,  and  put  me 
(hip  about  with  great  alacrity ;  and  as  the  chace 
Appeared  to  be  a  large  Oiip,  and  bad  miftaken  us 
for  her  confort*  we  conceived  that  Gi^t  was  a  man 
of  war,  and  probably  one  of  PizarrQ*i  fquadron: 
This  induced  the  Commodore  to  order  all  the 
officers  cabins  to  be  knocked  down  and  thrown 
over-board,  with  feveral  caiks  of  water  and  pro- 
vifions  which  ftood  between  the  guns  \  Jb  that 
we  had  foon  a  clear  fhip,  ready  for  an  engage- 
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tnent.    About  nine  o'clock  we  had  chick  hazjr 
weather  and  a  fhower  of  rain,  during  which  we 
loft  fight  of  the  chace  ;  and  we  were  apprehen* 
live,  if  the  weather  Ihould  continue,  that  by  go- 
ing upon  the  other  tack,  or  by  fome  other  arti- 
fice, Ihe  might  efcape  us  j  but  it  clearing  up  in 
lefs  than  an  hour,  we  found  that  we  had  both 
weathered  and  fore-reached  upon  her  confiderably, 
and  now  we  were  near  enough  to  difcover  that 
fhe  was  only  a  Merchantman,  without  fo  much 
as  a  fingle  tire  of  guns.     About  half  an  hour  af- 
ter twelve,  being  then  within  a  reafonable  dif- 
taricc  of  her  we  fired  four  (hot  amongft  her  rig- 
ging;  on  which,  they  lowered  their  top-fails,  and 
bore  down  to  us,  but,  m  very  great  confufion, 
their  top-gallant  fails  and  ftay-fails  all  fluttering 
in  the  wind :  This  was  owing  to  their  having  let 
run  their  (heets  and  halyards  juft  as  we  fired  at 
them  *,  after  which,  not  a  man  amongft  them  had 
courage  enough  to  venture  aloft  (for  there  the 
(hot  had  pafTed  but  juft  before)  to  take  them  in. 
As  foon  as  the  vefiel  came  within  hail  of  us,  the 
Commodore  ordered  them  to  bring  to  under  his 
lee-quarter,  and  then  hoifted  out  the  boat,  and 
fent  Mr.  Saumarez,  his  firft  Lieutenant,  to  take 
pofieflion  of  the  prize,  with  directions  to  fend 
ttU  the  prifoners  on  board  the  Centurion^  but  firft 
the  officers  and  paiTengers.  When  Mr.  Saumarex 
came  on  board  them,  they  received  him  at  the 
fide  with  the  ftrongeft  tokens  of  the  moft  abjcd 
fubmifllon  ;  for  they  were  all  of  them  (cfpecially 
th*'  fJlMTcngers,  who  were  twenty-five  in  number) 
extremely  terrified,  and  under  the  greateft  aj> 
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prchenfions  of  meeting  with  very  fevcre  and 
cruel  ufagCi  but  the  lyieucenanc  endeavoured, 
with  great  courtefy,  to  diftlpate  their  fright,  af- 
faring  them,   that   their  fears   were  altogether 
groundlefs,  and  that  they  would  Hnd  a  generous 
enemy  in  the  Commodore,  who  was  not  lefs  re- 
markable for  his  lenity  and  humanity,  than  for 
his  refolution  and  courage.    The  prifoners,  who 
were  firft  fenc  on  board  the  Centurion^  informed 
us,  chat  our  prize  was  called  iVv^r^t  Semradel 
Mmtt  CarmelOf  and  was  comnumded  by  Don 
Manuel  Zamorra,    Her  cargoe  confided  chiefly 
of  fugar,  and  great  quantities  of  blue  cloth  made 
in  the  province  of  ^itOy  ibmewhat  refembling 
our  Englift)  coarfe  broad-cloths,  but.inferiour  to 
them.    They  had  befides  feveral  baits  of  a  coar- 
fer  fort  cloth,   of  different  colours,   fomewhac 
like  Colcbefier  bays,  called  by  them  Pannia  da 
Uterra,  with  a  few  bales  of  cotton  and  tobacco  ; 
which,  though   ftrong,    was   not  ill  .flavoured. 
Thefe  were  the  principal  goods  on  board  her  -, 
but  we  found  befides,  what  was  to  us  much 
more  valuable  than  the  reft  of  the  cargoe :  This 
was  fome  trunks  of  wrought  plate,  and  twenty* 
three  ferons  of  dollars,  each  weighing  upwards  of 
200  /.  averdupois.     The  fliip's  burthen  was  about 
four  hundred  and  fifty  tuns  ;  (he  had  fifty-three 
failors  on  board,  both  whites  and   blacks;  (he 
came  from  Callao,    and  had  been  twenty-feven 
days  at  fea,  before  (he  fell  into  our  hands.  She 
was  bound  to  the  port  of  Falparaifo  in  the  king- 
dom of  Chilij  and  propofed  to  have  returned  from 
thence  loaded  with  corn  and  CMi  wine,  fonic 
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gold,  dried  beef,  and  fmall  c^>rdage,  which  at 
Callao  they  convert  into  larger  rope.  Our  prize 
had  been  built  upwards  of  thirty  years  *,  yet  as 
they  lie  in  harbour  all  the  winter  months,  and 
the  climate  is  favourable,  they  efteemed  it  no 
veiy  great  age.  Her  rigging  was  very  indiffe- 
rent, as  were  likewife  her  fails,  which  were 
made  of  Cotton.  She  had  only  three  four 
pounders,  which  were  altogether  unferviceablc, 
their  carriages  being  fcarcely  able  to  fupport 
them  :  And  there  were  no  fmall  arms  6n  board, 
except  a  few  piftols  belonging  to  the  paflengers. 
The  prifoners  informed  us,  that  they  left  Callao 
in  company  with  vno  other  fhips,  whom  they 
had  parted  with  fome  days  before,  and  that  at 
firft^hey  conceived  us  to  be  one  of  their  com- 
pany i  and  by  the  defcription  we  gave  them  of 
the  fhip  we  had  chafed  from  Juan  Femandes^ 
they  affured  us,  Ihe  was  of  their  number,  but 
that  the  coming  in  fight  of  that  Ifland  was  di- 
re^ly  repugnant  to  the  Merchant's  inftrudions, 
tvho  had  exprefsly  forbid  it,  as  knowing  that  it 
any  Englijh  fquadron  was  in  thofe  feas,  the  Ifland 
of  Fer^andcs  was  moft  probably  the  place  of  their 
rendezvous. 

And  now,  after  this  fhort  account  of  the  fhip 
and  her  cargoe,  it  is  nccefliiry  that  I  (hould  re- 
late the  important  intelligence  which  we  met 
with  on  board  her,  partly  from  the  information 
of  the  prifoners,  and  partly  from  the  letters  and 
pajx-TS  wluch  fell  into  our  hands.  We  here  firft 
karnt  with  certainty  the  force  and  deftination  of 
that  fquadron,  which  cruifed  off  the  Maderas  at 
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our  arrival  there,   and  afterwards  c!wfed  tlie 
Pearl  in  our  paffage  to  port  St.  Julian.     This 
we  now  knew  was  a  fquadron  compofed  of  five 
large  Spani/h  Ihips,  commanded  by  Admiral  Pi- 
zarro,  and  purpofely  fitted  out  to  traverfe  our 
dcfigns,  as  hath  been  already  more  amply  re- 
lated in  the  3d  chapter  of  the  ift  book.     Aijd 
we  had,  at  the  fame  time,   the  fatisfadion  to 
find,  that  Pizarro,  after  hjs  utmoft  endeavours 
to  gain  his  pafiage  into  thefe  feas,   had  been 
forced  back  again  into  the  river  of  PlaiCy   with 
the  lofs  of  two  of  his  largeft  (hips  :    And  be- 
fides  this  difappointment  of  Pizarro^    which, 
confidering  our  great  debility,  was  no  unaccep- 
table intelligence,  we  farther  learnt,  that  an  em- 
bargo had  been  laid  upon  all  (hipping  in  thefe 
feas,  by  the  Viceroy  of  Peru,  in  the  month  of 
May  preceding,  on  a  fuppofition  that  about  that 
time  we  might  arrive  upon  the  coaft.     But  on 
the  account  fent  over  land  by  Pizarro  of  his 
own  diftreflcs,    part  of  which  they  knew  we 
muft  have  encountered,  as  we  were  at  fea  during 
the  fame  time,  and  on  their  having  no  news  of 
us  in  eight  months  after  we  were  known  to  fet 
fail  from  St.  Catherine's^   they  were  fully  per- 
fuided  that  we  were  either  fhip-wreck*d,  or  had 
pcriflied  at  fea,  or  at  lead  had  been  obliged  to 
put  back  again  ;  for  it  was  conceived  impoflible 
for  any  Ihips  to  continue  at  fea  during  fo  long 
an  interval  :  And  therefore,  on  the  application 
of  the  Merchants,  and  the  firm  perfuafion  of 
our  having  mifca.rried,  the  embargo  had  been 
lately  taken  off.  ... 
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This  laft  article  lAide  us  flatter  ourfelves; 
that,  as  the  enemy  was  ftill  a  ftrangcr  to  our 
ha  ,ing  got  round  Cape  Hern,  and  the  naviga- 
tion of  thefc  feas  was  reftored,  we  might  meet 
with  feme  confideraHe  captures,    and  might 
thereby  indemnify  ourfelves  for  the  incapacity 
we  were  now  under  of  attempting  any  of  thtir 
confidcrablc  fcttlcmcnts  on  fhore.     And  thus 
much  wc  were  certain  of»  from  the  information 
of  our  prifoners,    that,  whatever  our  fucccfs 
might  be  as  to  die  prizes  we  might  light  on, 
we  liad  nothing  to  fear,  weak  as  we  were,  from 
the  Spanfjh  force  in  this  part  of  the  world  j  the' 
we  dilcovcred  that  we  had  been  in  moft  im- 
minent peril  from  the  enemy,  when  we  leaft 
apprehended  it,  and  when  our  other  diftrefles 
were  at  the  greateft  hci^iit  \  for  we  learnt,  from 
the  letters  on  board,  that  Pizarro^  in  the  CX- 
prcfs  he  difpatched  to  the  Viceroy  ofPerUy  after 
hrs  return  to  the  river  of  Plaie,  had  intimated 
to  him,  that  it  was  poflible  fome  part  at  leaft 
of  the  Englijh  fquadron  might  get  round  j  but 
that,  as  he  was  certain  frotn  his  own  experience, 
that  if  they  did  arrive  in  thofe  feas,  it  muft  be 
in  a  very  weak  and  defencelefs  condition,  he 
advifed  the  Viceroy,  in  order  to  be  fecure  at  all 
events,   to  fit  out  what  fhips  of  force  he  had, 
aiid  fend  them  to  the  fouthward,  where,  in  all 
probability,  they  would  intercept  us  fmgly,  and 
before  we  had  an  opportunity  of  touching  any 
where  for  refrefhment ;  in  which  cafe,  he  doubt- 
ed not  but  we  (hould  prove  an  eafy  conqueit. 
The  Viceroy  of  Peru  approved  of  this  advice, 
"^  and 
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and  immediately  fitted  out  four,  ^ihips  of  force 
from  Callao  i  one  of  fifty  guns»  two  of  forty 
guns,  and  one  of. twenty-four  guns:  Three  of 
them  were  ftationed  off  the  Port  ^iConceptiont 
and  onq  of  them  at  the  lOand  of  Fernandes ;  and 
in  thefe  flations  they  continued  pcuiiing  for  us 
till  the  6th  of  Juiie^  when,  not  feeing  any  thing 
of  us,  and  conceiving  it  to  be  impofliblc  that 
we  could  have  kept  the  fcas  fo  long,  they  quit- 
ted their  cruife  and  returned  to  Callao^  fully  fa- 
tisfied  that  we  had  either  perifjied,  or  at  leaft 
had  been  driven  back.  As  the  time  of  thdr 
quitting  their  ftation  was  but  a  few -days  before 
our  arrival  at  the  liland  of  Fernfindes^  it  is  evi- 
dent, that  had  we  made  that  IQand  on  our  iirft 
iearch  for  it,  without  haling  in  for  the  main  to 
fecure  our  eafting,  (a  circumftancp,  which  at 
that  time  we  confidered  as  very  unfortunate  to 
us,  on  account  of  the  number^  which  we  loft 
by  our  longer  continuance  at  fca)  had  we,  I  fay, 
made  the  IHand  on  the  28th  of  A%,  when  wc 
firft  expedbcd  to  fee  it,  and  were  in  reality  very 
near  it,  we  had  doubtlefs  fallen  in  with  fome 
part  of  the  Spanijh  fquadron  ;  and  in  the  diftrei- 
fed  condition  we  were  then  in,  the  meeting 
with  a  healthy  well  provided  enemy,  was  an 
incident  that  could  not  but  have  been  perplex- 
ing, and  might  perhaps  have  proved  fatal,  not 
only  to  us,  but  to  the  T'ryal^  the  Gloticejler,  and 
the  Anna  Pink,  who  fcparately  joined  us,  and 
who  were  each  of  them  Icfs  capable  than  wc 
were  of  making  any  confiderable  refiftance.  I 
Ihall  gnly  add,  that  thefc  Spanijh  Ihips  fent  out 
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to  intercept  us,  had  been  greatly  ihattered  by 
a  itorm  during  their  cruife ;  and  that,  after 
their  arrival  at  CaUao,  they  had  been  laid  up. 
And  our  prifoners  aflurcd  us,  that  whenever  in- 
telligence was  received  at  Limay  of  our  bein^  in 
thcfe  feas,  it  would  be  at  leaft  two  months  be- 
fore this  armament  could  be  again  fitted  out. 

The  whole  of  this  intelligence  was  as  favour- 
able, as  we  in  our  reduced  circumftances  could 
willi  for.  And  now  we  were  fully  fatisfied  as 
to  the  broken  jars,  afhes,  and  fifh-bones,  which 
we  had  obferved  at  our  firft  landing  at  Juan 
Fernandesj  thefe  things  being  doubtlefs  the  re- 
lifts  of  the  cruifers  ftationcd  pfF  that  Port. 
Having  thus  fatisfied  ourfelves  in  the  material 
articles,  and  having  gotten  on  board  the  Centu- 
rion moft  of  the  prifoners,  and  all  the  filver, 
we,  at  eight  in  the  fame  evening,  made  fail  to 
the  northward,  in  company  with  our  prize, 
and  at  fix  the  next  morning  difcovered  \\w. 
Ifland  of  Fernandesy  where,  the  next  day,  both 
wt  and  our  prize  ca^ne  to  an  anchor. 

And  here  I  cannot  omit  one  remarkable  inci- 
dent which  occurred,  when  the  priz.e  and  her 
crew  came  into  the  bay,  where  the  reft  of  the 
fquadron  lay.  The  Spaniards  in  the  Carmelo  had 
been  fufficiently  informed  of  the  diftreflfes  wc 
had  gone  through,  and  were  greatly  furprized 
that  we  had  ever  furmounted  them  :  But  when 
they  faw  the  I'ryal  Sloop  at  anchor,  they  were 
ftill  more  aftonifhed,  that  after  all  our  fatigues, 
wc  had  the  induftry  (befides  refitting  our  other 
ihips)  to  complcat  fuch  a  vc0cl  in  fo  fliort  a 
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Vime,  they  taking  it  for  granted  that  (he  hai 
been  built  upon  the  fpot.  And  it  was  with 
great  difficulty  they  were  prevailed  on  to  be- 
lieve, that  (he  came  from  England  with  the  reft 
of  the  fquadron  i  they-  at  firft  inlifting,  that  it: 
was  impoHIble  fuch  a  bawble  as  that  could  pafs 
round  Cape  Ham,  when  the  bed  (hips  of  Spain 
were  obliged  to  put  back. 

By  the  time  we  arrived  at  Juan  Fernandes^ 
the  letters  found  on  board  our  •prize  were  more 
minutely  examined  :  And,  it  appearing  from 
them,  and  from  the  accounts  of  our  prifoners, 
that  feveral  other  Merchantmen  were  bound 
from  Callao  to  Valparaifoy  Mr.  Anfon  difpatched 
the  Tryd  Sloop  the  very  next  morning  to  cruife 
off  the  laft-mentioned  Port,  reinforcing  him 
with  ten  hands  from  on  board  his  own  fliip. 
Mr.  Anfon  likewife  refolved,  on  the  intelligence 
recited  above,  to  feparatc  the  Ihips  under  his 
•  command,  and  employ  them  in  diftinfb  cruifes, 
as  he  thought  that  by  this  means  we  fhould  not 
only  encreafe  our  chance  for  prizes,  but  that  we 
fhould  likewife  run  a  lefs  rifque  of  alarming  the 
coaft,  and  of  being  difcovered.  And  now  the 
fpirits  of  our  people  being  greatly  raifed,  and 
their  defpondency  diffipated  by  this  eameft  of 
fuccefs,  they  forgot  all  their  paft  diftrefles,  and 
refumed  their  wonted  alacrity,  and  laboured  in- 
defatigably  in  compleating  our  water,  receiving 
our  lumber,  and  in  preparing  to  take  our  fare- 
wel  of  the  Ifland  :  But  as  thcfe  occupations  took 
us  up  four  or  five  days  with  all  our  induftry, 
the  Commodore,  in  that  interval,  dircdcd  that 
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tlw  guns  belonging  to  the  Anna  Pink^  being 
four  fix  pounders,  four  four-pounders,  and  two 
fwivels,  fliould  be  mounted  on  board  the  Car- 
melot  our  prize  :  And  having  fcnt  on  board  the 
Qkucefier  fix  paflengers,  and  twenty-three  fea- 
men  to  affift  in  navigating  the  fhip,  he  direfted 
Captain  Mitcbd  to  leave  the  Ifland  as  foon  as 
poflible,  the  fervice  requiring  the  utmoft  dif- 
patch,  ordering  him  to  proceed  to  the  latitude 
of  five  degrees  South,  and  there  to  cruife-  off 
'the  highland  of  Paiia,  at  fuch  a  diftance  frdjn 
fhorc,  as  fhould  prevent  his  being  difcovered. 
On  this  fiiatioh  he  was  to  continue  till  he.  fiiould 
be  joinbd  by  the  Commodore,  which  would  be 
whenever  it  fliould  bs  known  that  the  Viceroy 
had  fitted  out  the  (hips  at  Callao^  or  on  Mr.  An- 
fm*s  receiving  any  other  intelligence,  that  fhould 
make  it  neccffary  to  Unite  our  ftrength.  Tiiefe 
cwrddts  being  delivered  to  the  Captain  of  the 
*  CloucefteTj  and  all  our  bufinefs  compieated,  wc, 
on  the  Saturday  following,  being  the  iQth  of 
September y  weighed  our  anchor,  in  company 
with  our  prize,  and  got  out  of  the  bay,  taking 
our  laft  leave  of  the  Ifland  of  Juan  Fcrnandes^ 
and  fleering  to  the  eaftward,  with  an  intention 
of  joining  the  ^ryal  Sloop  in  her  ftation  off 
Valfaraifi,     .     -  '  -    -'-  " 
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ALTHOUGH  the  Centurion^  with  her 
prize,  the  Carmelo^  weighed  from  tht 
bay  oijuan  Fernandes  on  the  19th  of  September ^ 
leaving  the  GUntctfter  at  anchor  behind  her  •,  yet, 
by  the  irregularity  and  flufhiation  of  the  winds 
in  the  offing,  it  was  the  2 2d  of  the  fame  month 
in  the  evening,  before  we  loft  fight  of  the 
Idand :  After  which,  we  continued  our  courfc 
to  the  eaftward,  in  order  to  reach  our  ftation, 
and  to  join  the  ^ryal  off  Vaiparaifo,  The  next 
night,  the  weather  proved  fqually,  and  we  fpiit 
our  maintop-fail,  which  we  handed  for  the  pre- 
lent,  but  got  it  repaired,  and  fet  it  again  the 
next  morning.  And  now,  on  the  24th,  a  little 
before  iun-fet,  we  fuw  two  fail  to  the  eaftward  » 
on  which,  our  prize  ftood  diredtly  from  us,  to 
avoid  giving  any  lulpicion  of  our  being  cruiiers; 
whilft  we,  in  the  mean  time,  made  ourfelves 
ready  for  an  engagement,  and  fteered  towar<^s 
the  two  lliips  we  h^d  difcovered  with  all  our 
canvas.  We  loon  perceived  that  one  of  thefc, 
which  lud  the  apjxiarance  of  being  a  very  ftout 
iiiip,  made  t]ii<(::t:ly  tor  us,  whilft  the  other  kept 
;il  ;t  very  great  uill  ;nce.  By  ifeven  o'clock  v;c 
\vcit  wit;  in  piitol-iiiot  of  tiie  ncareft,  and  had 
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a  broad-fide  ready  to  pour  into  her,  the  Cuo* 
ners  having  their  matches  in  their  hands,  and 
only  waiting  for  orders  to  fire  v  but  as  we  knew 
it  was  now  impoflible  for  her  to  efcape  us,  Mr« 
Anfon^  before  he  permitted  them  to  fire,  order- 
ed the  Mailer  to  hail  the  fhip  in  Spanijh ;  on 
which  the  commanding  officer  on  board  her, 
who  proved  to  be  Mr.  Hughs^  Lieutenant  of  the 
Tryal^  anfwered  us  in  Englijh^  and  informed  us, 
that  (he  was  a  prize  taken  by  the  Tryal  a  few 
days  before,  and  that  the  other  fail  at  a  diftanc« 
was  the  tryal  herielf,  difabled  in  her  mafts« 
Wc  were  foon  after  joined  by  the  Tryal ;  and 
Captain  Saunders^  her  Commander,  came  on 
board  the  Centurion*  He  informed  the  Com- 
modore, that  he  had  taken  this  (hip  the  1 8th  in- 
ilant ;  that  (he  was  ».  prime  failor,  and  had  coil 
him  thirty ^iix  hours  chace,  before  he  could 
come  up  with  her  •,  that  for  fome  time  he  gained 
fo  little  upon  her,  that  he  began  to  defpair  of 
taking  her ;  and  the  Spamardsj  though  alarmed 
at  fird  with  feeing  nothing  but  a  cloud  of  fail  in 
purfuit  of  them,  the  TryaPs  hull  being  fo  low 
in  the  water  tha**  no  part  of  it  appeared,  yet 
knowing  the  goodnefs  of  their  ibip,  and  find- 
ing how  little  the  Tryal  neared  them,  they  at 
length  laid  afide  their  fears,  and,  recommending 
themfelves  to  the  bleflfed  Virgin  for  protcftion, 
began  to  think  themfelves  fecure.  And  indeed 
their  fuccefs  was  very  near  doing  honour  to 
tlieir  Ave  Maria*s  •,  for,  altering  their  courfe  in 
the  night,  and  Ihutting  up  their  windows  to 
prevent  any  of  their  lights  frotn  being  feen, 
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tliey  had  fome  chance  of  efcaping  i  but  a  fmall 
crevice  in  one  o^  the  ihutters  rendered  all  their 
invocations  ineffe&ual ;  for  through  this  crevice 
the  people  on  board  the  Tryal  perceived  a  light, 
which  they  chafed,  till  they  arrived  within  gun- 
fhot  •,  and  then  Captain  Saunders  alarmed  them 
unexpeftcdly  with  a  broadfide,  when  they  flat- 
tered themfclves  they  were  got  out  of  his  reach : 
However,  for  fome  tim«  after  they  ftill  kept 
(he  fame  fail  abroad,  and  it  was  not  obferved 
that  this  firft  falute  had  made  any  impreflion  on 
them  i  but,  juft  as  the  Tryal  was  preparing  to 
repeat  her  broadfide,  the  Spaniards  crept  from 
their  holes,  lowered  their  fails,  and  fubmittcd 
without  any  oppofition.  She  was  one  of  tht 
largeft  Merchantmen  employed  in  thofe  feat, 
being  about  fix  hundred  tuns  burthen,  and  was 
called  the  Arranzazu.  She  was  bound  from 
CaUao  to  Valfaraifo^  and  had  much  the  fame 
cargoe  with  the  Cartneio  we  had  taken  before, 
except  that  her  filver  amoimted  only  to  abouc 
500©/.  fterling.  •  t- 

But  to  balance  this  fucccls,  we  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  find  that  the  Tryal  had  fprung  her 
main-maft,  and  that  her  maintop^maft  had  come 
by  the  board  ;  and  as  we  were  all  of  us  (landing 
to  the  eaftward  the  next  morning,  with  a  frefh 
gale  at  South,  Ihe  had  the  additional  ill-luck  to 
fpring  her  forc-maft  :  So  that  now  flie  had  not  a 
maft  left,  on  Which  (he  could  carry  fail.  Thefe 
unhappy  incidents  were  ftill  aggravated  by  the 
impolfibility  we  were  juft  then  under  of  a(ri(ling 
her  i  for  the  wind  blew  fo  hard,  and  raifed  fuch 
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A  hollow  fea,  that  we  could  not  venture  to  Imft 
put  our  boat,  and  confequently  could  hare  no 
communication  with  her ;  (o  that  we  were  ob» 
liged  to  lie  to  for  the  greateft  part  of  forty-eight 
hours  to  attend  her,  as  we  could  have  no  thought 
of  leaving  her  to  hcrfelf  in  her  prefent  unhappy 
fltuation :  -And  as  an  accumulation  to  our  mif- 
fortunes,  we  were  all  the  while  driving  to  the 
leeward  of  our  ftation,  at  the  very  time  when, 
by  our  intelligence,  we  had  realbr.  to  expeft 
feveral  of  the  enemy's  fhips  would  appear 
upon  the  coail,  who  would  now  gain  the  port  of 
Valpardifo  writhout  obftruftion.  And  I  am  verily 
perfuailed,  that  the  embarafment  *ve  received 
from  the  difmafting  of  the  Tryj/,  and  our 
abfence  from  our  intended  flatlon  occafioned 
thereby,  deprived  us  of  fomc  very  confi^erable 
captures. 

The  weather  proving  fomcwhat  more  mode- 
rate on  the  27th,  we  fcnt  cur  boat  for  the  Cap- 
tain of  the  Tryal^  who,  when  he  came  on  board 
us,  produced  an  inftrument,  figned  by  himfclf 
and  all  his  officers,  reprcfenting  that  the  Sloop, 
befides  being  difmafted,  was  fo  very  leaky  in  her 
hull,  that  even  in  moderate  weather  it  was  necef- 
fary  to  ketp  the  pumps  conftantly  at  work,  and 
th;it  they  were  then  fcarcely  fufficient  to  keep  her 
free }  fo  that  in  the  lute  gale,  though  they  had  all 
been  engaged  at  the  pumps  by  turns,  yet  the 
water  had  incrcafed  upon  them  ;  and,  upom  the 
whole,  they  apprehended  her  to  be  at  prefent  fo 
very  defective,  that  if  they  met  with  much  bad 
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^K^jierv  they  muft  4li  inevitably  perifh ;  ancl 
tturefore  they  petitioned  the  Commodore  to  take 
jfome  meafufcs  for  their  Future  fafety.    But  the 
refitting  of  the  Tryali  and  the  repairing  of  her 
defc£i;s«  was  an  undertaking  that  in  the  prefeht 
coajiundt\ire  greatly  exceeded  his  power  i  for  we 
had  no  mafts  to  fpare  her,  we  had  fio  ilores  to 
compkat  her  rlgjging^    npr  had  we  any  port 
where  (He  might  be  hoVe  down,  and  her  bottom 
Ocamined :    Befide's,  had  a  port  and  proper  re- 
tjuifites  for  this  purpofc  been  in  our  poftcfTion, 
yet  it  would  have  been  qxtremc  imprudence,   in 
fo  critical  a  conjun(5lure,  to  have  loitered  away  fo 
hiuch  time,  as  would  have  been  ncccflary  for 
th<?fe'  ojJci-ationS.    The  Commodore  therefore  had 
ho  choice  left  him,  but  that  of  taking  out  her 
people,  attd  deftroyirtg  her  :    But,  at  the  fame 
time",  as  he  conceived  it  rieccflary  for  his  Ma- 
jefty's  fcrvif-e  to  keep  up  the  appearance  of  our 
force,  he  appoinfed  the  ^tyal*^  prize  (which  had 
been  often  employed  by  the  Viceroy  of  Peru  as 
a  man  of  war)  to  be  a  frigatfc  in  his  Majefty*s 
fervice,  itianning  her  witTi  the  TryaPs  crew,  and 
giving  new  commifllons  to  the  Cjfptain  and  all 
tlid  irifefioT  officers  accordingly.     This  rtcw  fri- 
gate, w'hen  in  the  Spanijfj  fervice,  had  mounted 
thirty-tWo  guns  •,  but  fhe  was  now  to  have  only 
twenty,    which  Wefe  the  tv^lve  that^wefe  on 
board  thfc  7r>W,  arid  eight  that  had  belpnged  to 
the  AhnA  Pink.     When   this  affair  was  thus  far 
^oglilated,    Mr.  Anfbn  gave  orders  to  Captain 
Saunders  tc  put  it  in  execution,  direfting  him  to 
t.ike  fyiit  of  the  Sloop  the  arms,  ftorcs,  ammu- 
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Irttloii,  and  every  thing  that  could  be  of  any  yfe 
to  the  other  Ihips,  and  then  to  fcuttle  her  and 
fink  her.  And  after  Captain  Saunders  had  feen 
her  deftroyed,  he  was  to  proceed  with  his  new 
frigate  (to  be  called  the  Tryal's  prize)  and  to 
cruife  off  the  highland  of  Valparaifo^  keeping  it 
from  him  N.  N.  W,  at  the  diftance  of  twelve  or 
fourteen  leagues :  For  as  all  (hips  bound  from 
Valparaifo  to  the  northward  fteer  that  courfe  \ 
Mr.  An/on  propofed  by  this  means  to  ftop  any 
intelligence,  that  might  be  difpatched  to  Callao^ 
of  two  of  their  (hips  being  inifllng,  which  might 
give  them  apprehenfions  of  the  Englijh  fquadron 
beirjg  in  their  neighbourhood.  The  'Tryal\ 
prize  was  to  continue  on  this  Hation  twenty- 
four  days,  and,  if  not  joined  by  the  Com  modoro 
at  the  expiration  of  that  term,  ihe  was  tiien  to 
proceed  down  the  coaft  to  Pijh  or  Nafca^  where 
/he  would  be  certain  to  meet  with  Mr.  Anfon, 
The  Commodore  likewife  on^ered  Lieutenixnt 
Saumariz,  who  Commanded  tl'iC:  CiMturion's  prize, 
to  keep  company  with  Csi^tain  Saunders^  both  to 
Aflift  him  in  unloading  the  Sloop^  and  alfo  that 
by  fpreading  in  theii*  cruife,  tiiere  might  be  kd 
danger  of  any  of  the  enemy's  Ihips  flipping  by 
unobfcrved.  Thefe  orders  being  dilpatched,  thf 
Centurion  parted  from  them  at  eleven  in  the  even- 
ings on  the  a  7th  of  September^  directing  her 
courfe  to  the  Ibuthward,  with  a  view  of  cruil- 
i?ig  for  fome  days  to  the  windward  of  Valparaifo» 
And  now  by  this  difpofition  of  our  Ihips  wc 
flattered  ourfelvcs,  that  we  had  taken  all  tlie  ad- 
vantages of  the  enemy  that  we  pofTibly  could 
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with  our  fmall  force,  fince  our  difporition  wat 
doubtkfs  the  moft  prudent  that  could  be  pro** 
jested.  For,  as  we  might  liippofe  the  Gloucefter 
by  this  rime  to  be  drawing  near  her  ftation  ofFthe 
highland  of  Paita^  we  were  enabled,  by  our  fe- 
parate  ftacions,  to  intercept  al]  vcfTels  employed 
cither  betwixt  Peru  and  Chili  to  the  fouthward, 
or  betwixt  Panama  and  Peru  to  the  northward  : 
Since  the  principal  trade  from  Peru  to  Chili  be- 
ing carried  on  to  the  port  of  Valfaraifoy  the  Cen- 
turion cruifmg  to  the  windward  of  Valparaifo^ 
would,  in  all  probability,  meet  with  them,  as  it 
is  the  conftant  prance  of  thofe  ihips  to  fall  in 
with  the  coall,  to  t;he  windward  of  that  port  : 
And  the  Glouc^er  would,  in  like  manner,  be  in 
the  way  of  the  trade  bound  from  Panama  or  the 
northward,  to  any  part  of  Peru  \  fince  the  high- 
land o6f  which  (he  was  ftationed  is  conilantly 
made  by  all  (hips  in  that  voyage.  And  whilft 
the  Centurion  and  Gloucefter  were  thus  fituated  for 
'nterrupting  the  enemy's  trade,  the  TryjPs  prize 
and  Centurion*^  prize  were  as  conveniently  fta- 
rfoiied  for  preventing  all  intelligence,  by  inter- 
cepting all  (hips  bound  from  Valparaifo  to  the 
northward  -,  for  it  was  on  board  thefe  veflels  that 
it  was  to  be  feared  fome  account  of  us  might  pof- 
fibJy  be  fcnt  to  Peru. 

But  the  moft  prudent  difpofitions  carry  with 
them  only  a  probability  of  fuccefs,  and  can  never 
cnfure  its  certainty  :  Since  thofe  chances,  which 
it  was  reafonable  to  overlook  in  deliberations, 
are  fometimes  of  moft  powerful  inBuencc  in  exe- 
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cution.  Thus  in  the  prefent  cafe,  the  diftrefs  dF 
the  Tryal,  and  the  quitting  our  iiation  to  aflift 
her  (events  which  no  degree  of  prudence  could 
either  forefee  or  obviate)  gave  an  opportunity  to 
all  the  fliips,  bound  to  Valparaifo^  to  reach  that 
port  witliout  moleftation,  during  this  unlucky 
interval.  So  that  though,  after  leaving  Captain 
Saunders^  we  were  very  expeditious  in  regaining 
ourftation,  where  we  got  the  29th  at  noon,  yet 
in  plying  on  and  off  till  the  6th  of  OSfober,  w?; 
had  not  the  good  fortune  to  difcover  a  fail  of  any 
fort  ;  And  then  having  loft  all  hopes  of  making 
any  advantage  by  a  longer  ftay,  v/e  made  fail  to 
the  leeward  of  the  port,  in  order  to  join  our 
prizes  •,  but  when  we  arrived  on  the  ftation  ap- 
pointed for  them,  we  did  not  meet  with  them, 
though  we  continued  there  four  or  five  days. 
We  fuppofed  that  fome  chace  had  occafioneil 
their  leaving  their  ftation,  and  therefore  we  pro- 
ceeded down  the  coaft  to  the  highland  of  Nafca^ 
where  Captain  Saunders  was  diredted  to  join  uj. 
Here  we  arrived  on  the  2 1  ft,  and  were  in  great 
expedation  of  meeting  with  fome  of  the  enemy's 
(hips  on  tlie  coaft,  as  both  the  accounts  of  former 
voyages,  and  the  information  of  our  prifoners  af 

•  fured  us,  that  all  fhips  bound  to  Callao  conftantly 
make  this  land,  to  prevent  the  danger  of  run- 
ning to  tiie  leeward  of  the  port.  But  notwith- 
ftanding  the  advantages  of  this  ftation,  we  law 

.  iio  fail  till  the  2d  of  Novembn'^  when  two  Ihips 
appeared  in  fight  together  \  we  immediately  gave 

•  riicm  chace,  bat  loon  perceived  that  they  were 
» the  '■Xrjiil\  and  CinUuri'.n\  prizes:   As  they  h;ui 
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tficwindpFus,  we  brought  to  and  waited  their 
coming  up  ;  when  Captain  Saunders  came  on 
board  us,  and  acquainted  the  Commodoie,  that 
he  !:ad  cleared  the  Tryal  purfuant  to  his  orders, 
and  having  fcuttled  her,  he  remained  by  her  till 
flie  funk,  but  that  it  was  the  4th  of  OElohcr  be- 
fore this  was  effe6led  ;  for  there  ran  fo  large 
and  hollow  a  fea,  that  the  Sloop,  having  neither 
mnfts  nor  fails  to  fteady  her,  rolled  and  pitched 
fo  violently,  that  it  was  impofTiblc  for  a  boat  to 
lay  a  long-fide  of  her,  for  the  greatcfl  part  of 
die  time  :  And  during  this  attendance  on  the 
Sloop,  they  were  all  driven  fo  far  to  the  North- 
weft,  that  they  were  afterwards  obliged  to  ftretch 
a  long  way  to  the  weftward  to  regain  the  ground 
diey  had  loft ;  which  was  the  reafon  that  wc  liad 
not  met  with  them  on  their  ftation  as  we  ex- 
pected. We  found  they  had  not  been  more  for- 
tunate in  their  cruife  than  we  were,  for  they  had 
feen  no  veiTel  fince  they  feparated  from  us.  Hie 
little  fuccefs  we  all  had,  and  our  certainty,  that 
bad  any  Ihips  been  ftirring  in  thefe  feas  for  fotne 
time  paft  we  muft  have  met  with  them,  made 
us  believe,  that  the  enemy  at  Valparaifo,  on  the 
niifling  of  the  two  ftiips  we  had  taken,  had  fuf- 
pecled  us  to  be  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  had 
txjnfequently  laid  an  embargo  on  all  the  trade  in 
the  fouthern  parts.  We  likewife  apprehended, 
that  they  might  by  this  time  be  fitting  out  the 
men  of  war  at  Callao  ;  Jbr  we  knew  that  it  was 
no  uncommon  thing  for  an  exprefs  from  Vdpa" 
Td-fo  to  reach  Lima  in  twenty-nine  or  thirty  days, 
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ind  it  was  now  more  than  fifty,  nnce  we  hni 
taken  our  firft  prize.  Thcfe  apprehenfions  of  an 
embargo  along  the  coaft,  and  of  the  equipment 
of  the  Spanijh  fquadron  ti\Caikoj  determined  the 
Commodore  to  haftcn  down  to  the  leeward  of 
Callao^  and  to  join  Captain  Mitchel  (who  wasfta- 
tioned  off  Paita)  as  foon  as  poflible,  that  our 
ftrength  being  united,  we  might  be  prepared  to 
give  the  fhips  from  Callao  a  warm  reception,  if 
they  dared  to  put  to  fea.  With  this  view  wc 
bore  away  the  fame  afternoon,  taking  particular 
care  to  keep  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  the  fliore, 
that  there  might  be  no  danger  of  our  being  dif- 
covered  from  thence  j  for  we  knew  that  all  the 
country  Ihips  were  commanded,  under  the  fe- 
vered penalty,  not  to  fail  by  the  port  of  Callao 
without  ftopping ;  and  as  this  order  was  con- 
ftantly  complied  with,  we  fliould  undoubtedly 
be  known  for  enemies,  if  we  were  fcen  to  aft 
Contrary  to  it.  In  this  new  navigation,  not  be- 
ing ceitain  whether  we  might  not  meet  the  Spa- 
nijh  fquadron  in  our  route,  the  Commodore  took 
on  board  the  Centurion  part  of  his  crew,  with 
which  he  had  formerly  manned  the  Carmelo. 
And  now  ftanding  to  the  northward,  we,  be- 
fore night  came  on,  had  a  view  of  the  fmall 
Jfiand  called  St.  Gal/an,  which  bore  from  us 
K.  N.  E.  i  E,  about  fcven  leagues  diftant.  This 
Iflaiid  lies  in  the  latitude  of  about  fourteen  de- 
grees South,  and  alx)ut  five  miles  to  the  north- 
ward of  a  highland,  called  Morro  veijo,  or.  the- 
old  man's  hrad.  I  mention  this  Ifland,  and  the 
highland  near  it,  more  particuliirly,  beciule  be- 
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fwecn  them  U  the  moft  eligible  ftation  on  that 
coaft  for  cruifing  upon  the  enemy  j  as  all  ihiips 
bound  to  Cdlao,  whether  from  the  northward  or 
the  fouthward,  run  well  in  with  the  land  in  this 
part.  By  the  5th  of  November^  at  tliree  in  the 
afternoon,  we  were  advanced  within  view  of  the 
high  land  of  Barranca^  lying  in  the  latitude  of 
10**  :  ^6'  South,  bearing  from  us  N.  E.  by  E, 
diftant  eight  or  nine  leagues  ^  and  an  hour  and 
an  half  afterwards  we  had  the  farisfaflion  wc 
had  ib  long  wilhed  for,  of  feeing  a  fail.  She 
firft  appeared  to  leeward,  and  we  all  immedi- 
ately gave  her  chace  •,  but  the  Centurion  fo  much 
outfailcd  the  two  prizes,  that  we  foon  ran  them 
cut  of  fight,  and  gained  confiderably  on  the 
chace  :  However,  night  coming  on  before  we 
came  up  with  her,  we,  about  feven  o'clock, 
loft  fight  of  her,  and  were  in  fome  perplexity 
what  courfe  to  fteer  •,  but  at  laft  Mr.  yhtfon  re- 
folved,  as  we  were  then  before  the  wind,  to  keep 
all  his  fails  fet,  and  not  to  change  his  courfe :  For 
though  we  had  no  doubt  but  the  chace  would 
alter  her  courfe  in  the  night  1  yet,  as  it  was  un- 
certain what  tack  (he  would  go  upon,  it  was 
thought  more  prudent  to  keep  on  our  courfe,  as 
we  muft  by  this  means  unavoidably  near  her, 
than  to  change  it  on  conjedlure ;  when,  if  we 
fliould  miftake,  we  muft  infallibly  lofe  her. 
Thus  then  we  continued  the  chace  about  3n  hour 
and  half  in  the  dark,  fome  one  or  other  on  board 
us  conftantly  imagining  they  difcerned  her  fails 
right  a  head  of  us  •,  but  at  laft  Mi:.  Breit^  then 
our  fccond  Lieutenant,  did  really  difcover  her 
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about  four  points  oh  the  larboard-bow,  fteer!ng 
off  to  thfe  feaward :  Wc  immediately  clapped  the 
helm  a  weather,  and  ftood  for  her  ;  and  in  Icfs 
than  art  hour  came  up  with  her,  and  having  fired 
fourteen  (hot  at  her,  flie  ftruck.  Our  third 
Lieutenant,  Mr.  Dennis,  was  fent  in  the  boat 
with  fifteen  men,  to  take  pofleffion  of  the  prize, 
and  to  return  the  priibners  to  our  (hip.  This 
fhip  was  named  the  Sanfa  7'ere/a  de  Jefus^  built 
at  Guaiaquil,  of  about  three  hundred  tuns  bur- 
then, and  was  commanded  by  Bartolome  Urru- 
ftftga,  a  Bifcayer  :  She  was  bound  from  Guaia^ 
quil  to  Callao  -,  her  loading  confided  of  timber, 
cacao,  coco-nuts,  tobacco,  hides,  Pito  thread 
(which  is  very  ftrong,  and  is  made  of  a  fpecies 
of  graft)  ^ito  cloth,  wax,  l^c.  The  Ipecies 
on  fc)oard  her  was  inconfiderable,  being  princi- 
pally fmall  filver  money,  and  not  amounting  to 
more  than  1 70  /.  ftcrling.  It  is  true,  her  cargoe 
was  of  great  value,  could  we  have  difpofed  of 
it ;  but,  tlie  Spaniards  having  ftri6l  orders  never 
to  ranfom  their  Ihips,  all  the  goods  that  we  took 
in  thefe  fcas,  except  what  little  we  had  occafion 
for  ourlelves,  were  of  no  advantage  to  us.  In- 
deed, though  we  could  make  no  profit  thereby 
oiirlclves,  it  was  feme  fatisfadtion  to  us  to  con- 
fider,  that  it  was  fo  much  r:'ally  loft  to  the  enc- 
?ny,  and  that  the  defj^oiling  them  was  no  con- 
temptibli:  i^rancji  of  that  fervice,  in  which  \\Q 
were  now  employed  by  our  country. 

Befides  our  prize's  crew,  which  amounted  10 
forty-five  hands,  there  were  on  board  .her  ten 
paircngcrs,    confifting  of  four  men  and  three 
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%rAmflii,  who  were  natives  of  the-country,  bonf 
of  SpoHiJh  parents^  and  three  black  female  Haves 
that  attended  theni.  The  wonien  were  a  mo« 
cher  and  her  two  daughters,  the  eldeft  about 
twenty-one,  and  the  youngeft  about  fourteen.  It 
is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  women  of  thefe 
years  fhould  be  excefllvely  alarmed  at  the  falling 
into  the  hands  of  ^n  enemy,  whom,  from  the 
former  outrages  of  the  Buccaneers  and  by  the 
artful  infmuations  of  their  Priefts,  they  had  been 
taught  to  conficler  as  the  moll  terrible  and  brutal 
of  all  mankind.  Thefe  apprehenfions  too  were 
in  the  prefent  inftance  exaggerated  by  the  Angu- 
lar beauty  of  the  youngeft  of  the  women,  and 
the  riotous  difpofition  which  they  ^ight  well  ex- 
ped  to  find  in  a  let  of  failors,  that  had  not  (ttn. 
a  woman  for  near  a  twelvemonth.  Full  of  thefe 
terrors,  the  women  all  hid  themfelves  when  our 
officer  went  on  board,  and  when  they  were  found 
out,  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  he  could 
perfuade  them  to  approach  the  light  :  However, 
he  foon  fatisfied  them,  by  the  humanity  of  his 
conduft  and  his  aflfurances  of  their  future  fecu-^ 
rity  and  honourable  treatment,  that  they  had  no- 
thing to  fear.  And  the  Commodore  being  in- 
formed of  the  matter  fent  diredtions  that  they 
Iliould  be  continued  on  board  their  own  fhip, 
with  the  ufe  of  the  fame  apartments,  and  with 
all  the  other  conveniencies  they  had  enjoyed  be- 
fore, giving  drift  orders  that  they  fhould  re-- 
ceivc  no  kind  of  inquietude  or  molcftation  what" 
ever  :  And  that  they  might  be  the  more  certain 
ai  having  thefe  orders  complied  with,  or  of  copi- 
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iilaifiing  if  they  vere  not,  the  Commodore  per^ 
mitted  the  Pilot,  who  in  Spani/h  ihips  is  gertc- 
4-ally  the  fecond  pcrfon  on  board,  to  day  with 
them,  as  their  guardian  and  prote(5lor.  He  was 
particularly  cholen  for  this  purpole  by  Mr.  Afifoft, 
as  he  feemed  to  be  extremely  interefted  in  ail  that 
concerned  the  women,  and  had  at  firft  declared 
that  he  was  married  to  the  youngeft  of  tliem  i 
chough  it  afterwards  appeared,  both  from  the 
information  of  the  reft  of  the  prifoners,  and 
other  circumftances,  that  he  had  alTerted  this 
with  a  view,  the  better  to  fecure  them  from  the 
Infults  they  expected  on  their  firft  falling  into 
our  hands.  By  this  compafTionate  and  indulgent 
behaviour  of  the  Commodore,  the  conilernation 
of  our  female  prifoners  entirely  fubfided,  and 
they  continued  eafy  and  chearful  during  the 
whole  time  thoy  were  with  us,  as  I  fhall  have 
occafion  to  mention  more  particularly  hereafter. 
I  have  before  obferved,  that  at  the  beginning 
ftf  this  chace  the  Centurion  ran  her  two  conforts 
out  of  fight,  for  which  reafon  wc  lay  by  all  the 
flight,  after  we  had  taken  the  prize,  for  Captain 
Saunders  and  Lieutenant  Sdumarez  to  join  us, 
firing  guns,  and  making  falfe  fires  every  half 
hour,  to  prevent  their  pafTing  us  unobferved  •, 
but  they  were  fo  far  a-ftern,  that  they  neither 
heard  nor  faw  any  of  our  fignals,  and  were  not 
able  to  Come  up  with  us  till  broad  day-light. 
"When  they  had  joined  us  we  proceeded  together 
t6  the  northward,  being  now  four  fail  in  com- 
pany. We  here  found  the  fea,  for  many  miles 
toundusj  ofa  beautiful  red  colour:  This,  upon 

cxami- 


(  a5i  ) 

•ttminadon,  ne  Hnputed  to  an  immenfe  quMi« 
tity  of  fpovn  fpread  upon  its  Airface  ;  and  tak- 
ing up  fome  of  the  water  in  a  wine-glafs,  it  foon 
changed  from  a  dirty  d£pe£t  to  a  clear  chryftal, 
with  only  fome  red  globules  of  aiUmy  nature  float- 
ing on  the  top.  And  now  having  afupply  of  tim- 
ber on  board  our  new  prize,  the  Commodore 
ordered  our  boats  to  be  repaired,  and  a  fwivel 
gun-ftock  to  be  fixed  in  the  bow  both  of  the 
barge  and  pinnace,  in  order  to  increafe  their 
force,  in  cafe  we  ihould  be  obliged  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  them  for  boarding  (hips,  or  for  any  at- 
tempts on  Ihore. 

As  we  ftood  from  hence  to  the  northward, 
nothing  remarkable  occurred  for  two  or  three 
days,  though  we  fpread  our  (hips  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, that  it  was  not  probable  any  vefTel  of  the 
enemy  could  efcape  us.  In  our  run  along  this 
coaft  we  generally  obferved,  that  there  was  a 
current  which  fet  us  to  the  nortliward,  at  the 
rate  of  ten  or  twelve  miles  each  day.  And  now 
being  in  about  eight  degrees  of  South  latitude, 
we  began  to  be  attended  with  vaft  numbers  of 
(lying  fifh  and  bonitos,  which  were  the  iirfl  we 
few  after  our  departure  from  the  coaft  of  Brazil, 
But  it  is  remarkable,  that  on  the  Eaft  fide  of 
South  America  they  extended  to  a  much  higher 
latitude  than  they  do  on  the  Weft  fide  i  for  we 
did  not  lofe  them  on  the  coaft  of  Brazil,  till  we 
approached  the  fouthern  tropic.  The  reafon  for 
this  diverfity  is  doubtlefs  the  different  degrees  of 
heat  obtaining  in  the  fame  latitude  on  different 
iides  of  that  Continent.  And  on  this  occafion, 
1.  I  mult 
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1  muft  beg  leave  to  make  a  fhort  digrcflion  on 
the  heat  and  cold  of  diflferent  climates,  and 
on  the  varieties  which  occur  in  the  fame  place 
in  different  parts  of  the  year,  and  in  different 
places  lying  in  the  fame  degree  of  latitude. 

The  Ancients,  as  appears  in  many  places, 
conceived  that  of  five  zones,  into  which  they 
divided  the  furface  of  the  globe,  two  only  were 
habitable,  fiippofing  that  all  between  the  tropics 
was  too  hot,  and  all  within  the  polar  circle  too 
cold  to  be  fupported  by  mankind.  The  falfe- 
hood  of  this  realoning  has  been  long  evinced ; 
but  the  particular  comparifons  of  the  heat  and 
cold  of  thefe  various  climates,  has  as  yet  been 
very  imperfeftly  confidered.  However,  enough 
is  known  fafely  to  determine  this  pofition,  that 
all  places  between  the  tropics  are  far  from  being 
the  hotteft  on  the  globe,  as  many  of  thofe  with- 
in the  polar  circles  are  far  from  enduring  that 
extreme  degree  of  cold,  to  which  their  fituation 
Ihould  feem  to  fubje<5k  them  :  That  is  to  fay, 
in  other  words,  that  the  temperature  of  a  place 
depends  much  more  upon  other  circumllances, 
than  upon  its  diftance  from  the  pole,  or  its  prox- 
imity to  the  equinoftial. 

This  proportion  relates  to  the  general  tem- 
perature of  places,  taking  the  whole  year  round  j 
and  in  this  fenfe  it  cannot  be  denied,  but  that 
the  City  of  London,  for  inftance,  enjoys  much 
warmer  feafons  than  the  bottom  of  Hudfon\ 
Bay,  which  is  nearly  in  the  fame  latitude  with 
it ;  for  there  the  feverity  of  the  winter  is  lb  great, 
that  it  will  fcarcely  permit  the  hardieft  of  our 
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gafclen  plants  to  live.  And  if  tKe  c6m|)irHortl 
be  made  between  the  coaft  of  Brazil  and  the 
"Weflern  fhore  of  South  America^  as,  for  exam- 
ple, betwixt  Babia  and  Lima^  the  difference  will 
be  (till  more  remarkable  •,  for  though  the  coalt 
of  Brazil  is  extremely  fultry,  yet  the  coaft  of 
the  South-Seas  in  the  fame  latitude  is  perhaps  as 
temperate  and  tolerable  as  any  part  of  the  globe  % 
fince  in  ranging  along  it,  we  did  not  once  meet 
with  fo  warm  weather,  as  is  frequent  in  a  fum* 
mer*s  day  in  England :  And  this  was  the  more 
remarkable,  as  there  never  fell  any  rains  to  vz- 
frcfti  and  cool  the  air.  '  •  '-f  'J  -'Jt-  i  -    v  m-x 

The  caiifjs  of  this  temperature  in  the  Soutb- 
Seas  are  not  difficult  to  be  affigned,  and  fhall  be 
hereafter  mcntioi^d.  I  am  now  only  felicitous 
to  cftablilh  the  truth  of  this  aflertion,  that  the 
latitude  of  a  place  alone  is  no  rule  whereby  to 
judge  of  the  degree  of  heat  and  cold  which  ob- 
tains there.  Perhaps  this  pofition  might  be  more 
briefly  confirmed,  by  obferving,  that  on  the 
tops  of  the  Andes,  though  under  the  equinoc- 
tial, the  fnow  never  melts  the  whole  year  round ; 
a  criterion  of  cold,  ftronger  than  what  is  known 
to  take  place  in  many  parts  far  removed  within 
the  polar  circle.  •  •  ^^    '•  '      •  • 

' '  I  have  hitherto  confidered  die  temperature  of 
the  air  all  the  year  through,  and  the  grols  cfti- 
mations  of  heat  and  cold  which  every  one 
makes  from  his  own  fenfation.  If  this  matter 
be  examined  by  means  of  Thermometers,  which 
in  refpedl  to  the  abfolute  degree  of  heat  and  cold 
arc  doubtlefs  the  moft  unerring  evidences  j   if 

this 


$^  '^ 


II      .jiiiA, 


■km' 


n 


'  ■$». 


r;t? 


M'i 


Il 


Ml 


■  i?i 


'■■ !.' 


"i!  ^ 


f     254    ) 

dus  be  done,  the  refult  will  be  indeed  taoft 
wonderful :  For  it  will  appear  that  the  heat  in 
very  high  latitudes,  as  at  Peterjburgb  for  \nr 
ibmce,  is  at  particular  times  much  greater  than 
any  that  has  been  hitherto  obferved  between  the 
tropics }  and  that  even  at  London^  in  the  year 
1746,  there  was  the  part  of  one  day  confidera- 
hly  hotter  than  what  was  at  any  time  felt  by  a 
Ihip  of  Mr.  AnforCs  fquadron,  in  running  from 
hence  to  Cape  Horn  and  back  again,  and  paffing 
twice  under  the  fun  ;  for  in  the  fummer  of  that 
year,  the  thermometer  in  London  (being  one  of 
thole  graduated  according  to  the  method  of 
-Farenheit)  ftood  once  at  78°  •»  and  the  greateft 
height  at  which  a  thermometer  of  the  fame 
kind  ftood  in  the  foregoing  Ihip,  I  find  to  be 
76'  :  This  was  at  St.  CatberiniSy  in  the  latter 
end  of  Decemhr,  when  the  fun  was  within  about 
three  degrees  of  the  vertex.  And  as  to  Peterjburgb^ 
I  find,  by  the  afts  of  the  academy  ellablifhed 
there,  that  in  the  year  1734,  on  the  20th  and 
25th  of  7«/y,  the  thermometer  rofe  to  98*^  in 
the  Ihade,  that  is,  it  was  twenty-two  divifions 
higher  than  it  was  found  to  be  at  St.  Catherine's ; 
which  is  a  degree  of  heat  that,  were  it  not  au- 
ihorifed  by  the  regularity  and  circurtifpeftion 
with  which  the  obfervations  feem  to  have  been 
made,  would  appear  altogether  incredible. 

If  it  fhould  be  afked,  how  it  comes  to  pafi^ 
then,  that  the  heat  in  many  places  between  the 
tropics  is  efteemed  fo  violent  and  infufierable, 
when  it  appears  by  thefe  inftances,  that  it  is 
fomecimei  rivalled  or  exceeded  in  very  high  la- 
titudes. 
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<!tu^s  not  far  froin  the  polar  circle  >  I  (Koul^ 
anfwer,  that  the  eftimation  cf  heat  in  any  par- 
ticular place,  ought  not  to  be  founded  upon 
that  degree  of  heat  which  may  now  and  then 
obtain  there,  but  is  rather  to  be  deduced  from 
the  medium  obferved  in  a  whole  feafon,  or  per- 
haps in  a  whole  year  :  And  in  this  light  it  will 
eafily  appear,  how  much  more  intenfe  the  fame 
degree  of  heat  may  prove,  by  being  loi\g  con- 
tinued without  remarkable  variation.  For  in- 
ftance,  in  comparing  together  St.  Catbtrin^s 
and  Peterjhurgh,  we  will  fuppole  the  fummer 
heat  at  St.  Catherine*!  to  be  y6°y  and  the  Wk^i- 
ter  heat  to  be  twenty  divifions  (hort  of  it  :  I  do 
not  make  ufe  of  this  laft  co.nje6hire  upon  fuf- 
ficient  obfcrvation;  but  I  am  apt  to  fufpeft, 
that  the  allowance  is  full  large.  Upon  thig 
fupjx)fition  then,  the  medium  heat  all  the  year 
round  will  be  66^,  and  this  perhaps  by  night 
as  well  as  day,  with  no  great  variation  :  Now 
tWe  who  have  attended  to  thermometer*  will 
readily  own,  that  a  continuation  of  this  degree 
of  heat  for  a  length  of  time  would  by  the  gene- 
rality of  mankind  be  -ftiled  violent  and  fufFo- 
cating.  But  now  at  Peterjhurgb^  though  a  icw 
times  in  the  year  the  heat,  by  the  thermometer, 
may  be  confiderably  greater  than  at  St.  Catbe* 
rine*s,  yet,  as  at  other  times  the  cold  is  im- 
menfely  iharper,  the  medium  for  a  year,  or 
even  for  one  feafon  only,  would  be  far  (hort  of 
66^.  For  I  find,  that  the  variation  of  the  ther- 
mometer at  Peterjhurgh  is  at  leaft  five  times 
greater,  from  its  higheit  to  its  lowed  point,  than 
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Vfhat  I  have  fuppofed  to  take  place  at  St.  Ctf- 
tberine's.  •,    . 

But  befides  this  eftimation  of  the  heat  of  a 
place^  by  taking  the  medium  for  a  confideiab{c 
time  together,  there  is  another  circumftance 
■which  will  ftill  augment  the  apparent  heat  of 
the  warmer  climates,  and  diminifli  that  of  the 
colder,  though  I  do  not  remember  to  have  it^n 
it  remarked  in  any  author.  To  explain  my- 
felf  more  dilUndly  upon  tliis  head,  I  mull  ob- 
fervc,  that  the  meafure  of  abfolute  heat,  mark- 
ed by  the  thermometerj  is  not  the  certain  crite- 
rion of  the  fenfation  of  heat,  with  which  hu- 
man bodies  are  afleded  :  For  as  the  prefence 
and  perpetual  fucceflion  of  frefh  air  is  necelTury 
to  our  rcfpiration,  fo  there  is  a  fpecies  of  tainted 
or  ftagnated  air,  which  is  often  produced  by  the 
continuance  of  great  heats,  which  never  fails  to 
excite  in  us  an  idea  of  fultrinefs  and  fuffocating, 
warmth,  much  beyond  what  the  mere  heat  of 
the  air  alone,  fuppofing  it  pure  and  agitajed, 
would  occafion.  Hence  it  follows^  that  the 
mere  infpedion  of  the  thermometer  will  never 
determine  the  heat  which  the  human  body  feels 
from  this  caufe  \  and  hence  it  follows  too,  that 
the  heat  in  mod  places  between  the  tropics  muft 
be  much  more  froublefome  and  uneafy,  than 
the  lame  degree  of  ahfoUite  heat  in  a  high  lati- 
tude :  For  the  e.ijuability  and  duration  of  the 
tropical  heat  contribute  to  impregnate  the  air 
\Vitli  a  multitude  of  fleams  and  vapours  from- 
the  foil  and  water,  and  thefe  being,  many  of 
ilicm,  of  an  impure  and  noxious  kind,  and  be- 
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ing  not  rafily  removed,  by  reafon  of  the  regu- 
larity of  the  winds  in  thofe  parts,  which  only 
Ihift  the  exhalations  from  place  to  place,  with- 
out difperfing  them,  the  atmofphere  is  by  this 
means  rendered  lefs  proper  for  refpiration,   and 
mankind   are  confequently  affeftcd  with  what 
they  ftilc    a  moft   intenfe  and    ftifling  heat  : 
Whereas  in  the  higher  latitudes  thefe  vapours 
are  probably  raifed  in  fmaller  quantities,    and 
che  irregularity  and  violence  of  the  winds  fre- 
quently difperfe  them  ;  fo  that,  the  air  being  in 
general  pure  and  lefs  ftagnant,  the  fame  degree 
of  abfolute  heat  is  not  attended  with  that  un- 
eafy  and  fuffocating  fenfation.     This  may  fufEce 
in  general  with  refpeft  to  the  prefent  fpecula- 
tion  i  but  I  cannot  help  wilhing,  a§  it  is  a  fub- 
jeft  in  which  mankind,  efpecially  travellers  of 
all  forts,  are  very  much  interefted,  that  it  were 
more  thoroughly  and  accurately  examined,  and 
that  all  fhips  jbound  to   the  v^armer  climates 
w(juld  furnifh  themfelves  with  thermometers  of 
a  known  fabric,  and  would  obferve  them  daily, 
and  regifter  their  obfervations  j    for  confidering 
the  turn  to  philofophical  fubjeds,    which  has 
obtained  in  Europe  for  the  laft  fourfcore  years, 
it  is  incredible  how  very  rarely  any  thing  of  thi? 
kind  hath  been  attended  to.     For  my  own  part, 
I  do  not  recoUeft  that  I  have  ever  feen  any  obfer- 
vations of  the  heat  and  cold,  either  in  the  Eafi 
or  ^Vejl-hidieSy   which  were  made  by  mariners 
or   officers  of  velTels,    except  thofe   made   by 
iMr.  Anfonh  order,  on  board  the  Centurion^  and 
by  Captain  Leg  on  board  the  Severn^  which  was 
another  fhip  of  our  fquadron. 
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This  digrclTion  I  have  been  in  fomc  meafin-c 
drawn  into,  by  the  confideration  of  the  fine 
weather  we  met  with  on  the  coaft  of  Peru, 
even  under  the  eqiiinoclial  itfelf,  but  the  par- 
ticularities of  this  v/cathcr  I  have  not  yet  dc- 
fcribcd  :  I  fliall  now  therefore  add,  that  in  tliis 
chmatc  every  circumftance  concurred,  tliat  could 
render  the  open  air  and  tlie  day-Hglit  defirable. 
For  in  other  countries  the  fcorching  heat  of  the 
fun  in  fummer  renders  tlie  greater  part  of  the 
day  unapt  either  ior  labour  or  amufement ;  and 
ihe  frequent  rains  are  not  Icfs  troublefome  in  the 
more  temperate  parts  of  the  year.  But  in  this 
happy  climate  the  fun  larely  appears  :  Not  that 
the  heavens  have  at  aay  time  a  dark  and  gloomy 
look  i  but  there  is  conftantly  a  chearf  ul  grey  (ky, 
juft  fufficient  to  fcreen  the  fun,  and  to  mitigate 
the  violence  of  its  perpendicular  rays,  without 
obfcuring  the  air,  or  tinging  the  day-light  with 
an  unpleafant  or  melancholy  hue.  By  this  means 
all  parts  of  the  day  are  proper  for  labour  or 
exercife  abroad,  nor  is  there  wanting  that  re- 
frefhment  ar^l  pleafing  refrigeration  of  the  air, 
•which  is  fomctimes  produced  in  other  cli- 
mates by  rains ;  for  here  the  fame  effed:  is 
brought  about,  by  the  frefli  breezes  from  the 
cooler  regions  to  the  Ibuthward.  it  is  reafona- 
ble  to  fuppofe,  that  this  fortunate  complexion 
of  the  heavens  is  principally  owing  to  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  thofe  vaft  hills,  called  die  Jfides^ 
which  running  nearly  parallel  to  the  fhore,  and 
at  a  fmall  rliftance  from  it,  and  extending  them- 
lelves  immenlely  higher  than  any  other  moun- 
tains 
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t.iins  upon  the  glube,  form  upon  their  fides  and 
declivities  a  prodigiour.  tradt  of  country,  where, 
according  to  the  different  approaches  to  the 
fiimmit,  all  kinds  of  climates  may  at  all  fcafons 
of  the  year  be  found.  Thefe  mountains,  by- 
intercepting  great  part  of  the  eaftern  winds 
which  generally  blow  over  the  Continent  of 
South  America^  and  by  cooling  that  part  of  the 
air  which  forces  itc  way  over  their  tops,  and  by 
keeping  befides  a  prodigious  extent  of  the  at- 
mofphere  perpetually  cool,  by  its  contiguity  to 
the  fnows  with  which  they  are  covered  ;  thefe 
hills,  I  fay,  by  thus  extending  the  influence  of 
their  frozen  crefts  to  the  neighbouring  coafts  and 
feas  of  PerUy  are  doubtlefs  the  caufe  of  the 
temperature  and  equability  which  conftantly  pre- 
vail there.  For  when  we  were  advanced  beyond 
the  equino6lial,  where  thefe  mountains  left  us, 
and  had  nothing  to  fcreen  us  to  the  eaftward, 
but  the  high  lands  on  the  Iflhmus  of  Panama^ 
which  are  but  mole-hills  to  the  Andes,  we  then 
Toon  found  that  in  a  fhort  run  we  had  tot  ally 
changed  our  climate,  paffing  in  two  or  three 
days  from  the  temperate  air  of  Peru,  to  the 
fultry  burning  atmofphere  of  the  IVeJl-bidies. 
But  it  is  time  to  return  to  our  narration. 

On  the  icth  oi November  we  were  three  leagues 
South  of  the  fouthermoft  Ifland  of  Lohos,  lying 
in  the  latitude  of  6** :  27'  South  :  There  are  two 
iriands  of  this  name  ♦,  this,  called  Lobos  de  la 
Mar ;  and  another,  which  lies  to  the  northward 
of  it,  very  much  refembling  it  in  fhape  and 
appearance,  and   often  miftaken  for  it,  called 

S  7.  Lobes 


h 


\   ■■ 

•    ! 

I  ; 


■m'f 


'i 


i 


'ill 


t- 


V 


\nU 


(  ^^'^  ) 

I.cihs  de  iicrr^.     Wc  vvirc  i\ow  drawing  near  cu 
the  ilaiion  appointcLl  to  the  GlouceJfer\  lor  which 
rtMlbn,  tearing  to  mils  her,    we  made  an  cafy 
fail  all  night,     'llie  next  morning,  at  ilay-break 
we  law  ailn[)  in  Ihore,  and  to  winv^lward,  plyin<' 
up  to  the  <X)a!l  :  Slif  had  paffed  by  us  with  tiic 
lavovir  of  the  night,  and.  we  foon  jxnxeiving  Ikt 
not  to  be  the  Glouccjhr^  got  our  tacks  on  boart!, 
.tnd  gave  her  chaee  j  l)ut  it  }:iroving  very  little 
vviiul,  lb  that  neither  of  us  could  make  much 
way,    the  Commotlore  ordered  tiie  barge,    his 
pinnace  and  the  Tryal\  pinnace  to  be  manned 
and  armed,  and  to  purfue  the  chace  and  board 
her.     Lieutenant  Breli^    who  commajided  the 
barge,    came  up  with   her   firfl:,    about    nine 
o'clock,    and   running    along-fide   of  her,    he 
fired  a  volley  of  fmall  fhot  between  the  malls, 
juft  over  the  heads  of  the  people  on  board,  and 
then  inftantly  entered  with  the  grcateil  part  ot 
his  men ;    but  the  enemy  made  no  refiftance, 
being  fufTiciently  frightened  by  the  dazzling  of 
the  cutlafles,  and  the  volky  they  had  juft  re- 
ceived.    Lieutenant  Bfett  ordered  the   fails  to 
be  trimmed,    and  bore  down  to  the  Commo- 
dore, taking  up  in  his  way  the  two  pinnaces. 
When  he  was  arrived  within  abou'i'four  miles  ol 
us  he  put  off  in  the  barge,  bringing  with  him 
a  number  ol  the  prifoners,  wlio  hid  given  him 
Jbme   material   intelligence,  which  he  was  de- 
firous  the  Commodore  fhould  be  acquainted  with 
as  foon  as  poffible.     On  his  arrival  we  learnt, 
that  the  prize  was  called  Nuejlra  Sencra  del  Car- 
min^  Q^  about  two  hundred  and  feventy  tuns 
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burti^cn  •,  flic  was  conimvinclecl  by  Marcos  'SU' 
rma^  a  native  oi  P'enice,  and  had  on  bomd  torty- 
threc  mariners  :  She  was  d^'ep  laden  with  iUcI, 
iron,  wax,  pepper,  cedar,  plank,  fnuff,  roiarius, 
European  bale  goods,  powdcr-bluc,  cinnamon, 
Romifi)  indulgeiicit's,  and  other  Ipecics  of  nur- 
ch.^.ndi/.c  :  And  though  this  cargoe,  in  our  pre- 
jVnt  circum fiances,  was  bur  of  little  value  to  us, 
yet  with  refjx^ft  to  the  Spaniards^  it  was  tlic  moll 
cotifiderable  capture  that  tell  into  our  hai\ds  in 
tliis  part  of  the  world  •,  for  it  amounted  to  up- 
wards of  400,000  dollars  prime  coft  at  Panama. 
This  fliip  was  bound  to  Cai/ao,  and  had  (lopped 
at  Paiia  in  her  paflage,  to  take  in  a  recruit  of 
water  and  provifions,  and  had  not  left  that 
place  above  twenty-four  hoiirs,  before  fhe  fell 
into  our  hands. 

I  liave  mentioned  that  Mr.  Breit  had  received 
fome  important  intelligence  from  the  prifonerso 
which  he  endeavoured  to  acquaint  the  Commo- 
dore with  immediately.  The  firft  perfon  he  re^- 
ceived  it  from  (though  upon  further  examina- 
tion itw"«  confirmed  by  the  other  prifoners)  was 
one  John  JVilliams^  an  Irijhman,  whom  he  found 
on  board  the  Spanijh  veffel.  Williams  was  a  Pa- 
pift,  who  worked  his  paffage  from  Cadiz,  and 
had  travelled  over  all  the  kingdom  of  Mexico 
as  a  Pedlar :  He  pretended,  that  by  this  bufmefs 
he  had  got  4  or  5000  dollars ;  but  that  he  was 
embarraffed  by  the  Priefts,  who  knew  he  had 
money,  and  was  at  laft  ftript  of  all  he  had. 
He  Ayas  indeed  at  prefent  all  in  rags,  being  but 
juft  got  out  of  Paita  goal,  where  he  had  been 
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eonfined  for  fomc  mifi-'ineanor :  he  exprefTcd 
great  joy  upon  feeing  hi:,  countrymen,  and  im- 
mediately informed  them,  that  a  few  days  ht- 
fore,  a  vefTcl  came  into  Paita^  where  the  Mailer 
of  her  informed  the  Governor,  that  he  had  Ixen 
chafed  in  the  offing  by  a  very  hirge  Hiip,  which 
from  her  fize,  and  the  colour  of  her  fails,  he 
was  perfuaded  mud  be  one  of  the  Englijh  fqiui- 
dron  :  This  wc  then  conjeftured  to  have  been 
the  Gkucejlery  as  we  afterwards  found  it  Wiis. 
The  Governor,  upon  examining  the  Mafter,  w:m 
fully  fatisfied  of  his  relation,  and  imme;li;it(ly 
fent  away  an  exprefs  to  Lima  to  acquair;r  i!,c 
Viceroy  therewith  :  And  the  Royal  Officer  re- 
fiding  at  Paita,  being  apprehenfive  of  a  vifit 
from  the  Englijh^  was  butily  employed  in  re- 
moving the  King's  treafure  and  his  own  to 
Piura,  a  town  within  land,  about  fourteen 
leagues  diftant.  We  further  learnt  from  our 
prifoners,  that  there  was  a  very  confiderablc 
ium  of  money  belonging  to  fome  Merchants  at 
Lima,  that  was  now  lodged  at  the  Cuftom  houfe 
at  Paiia  ;  and  that  this  was  intended  to  be  fhip- 
ped  on  board  a  veflel,  which  was  then  in  the 
port  oi  Paitay  and  was  preparing  to  fail  with  the 
utmoft  expedition,  being  bound  for  the  bay  of 
Sonfonnate^  on  the  coall  of  Mexico.,  in  order  to 
purchafe  a  part  of  the  cargoe  of  the  Manila 
ihip,  This  veflel  at  Paita  -was  efteemed  a  prime 
failor,  and  had  juft  received  a  new  coat  of  tal- 
low on  her  bottom  •,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
prifoners,  Ihe  might  be  able  to  fail  the  fucceed- 
ing  morning.    The  charadler  they  gave  us  of 
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this  vcflel,  on  which  the  iTKjiuy  was  to  be  fliip- 
]}':(.!,  left  us  little  rcuibn  to  believe  th:it  our  lliii*, 
which  luid  been  in  the  water  near  two  years, 
could  have  any  chance  of  coming  up  with  her, 
if  we  once  fufFeretl  her  to  cfcape  out  of  the 
Port.  And  therefore,  ;is  we  were  now  dif- 
jo\'ered,  and  the  coalt  would  be  foon  alarnied 
and  as  our  cruifing  in  thefe  parts  any  longer 
would  anfwer  no  purpofe,  the  Commodore  re- 
fulved  to  furprize  the  place,  having  firfl:  mi- 
nutely inforined  himfclf  of  its  ftrength  and 
condition,  and  being  fully  fatisfied,  that  there 
was  little  danger  of  lofing  many  of  our  men  in 
the  attempt.  This  furprize  of  Paita,  befides 
the  treafurc  it  promifed  us,  and  its  being  the 
only  cntcjprize  it  was  in  our  power  to  under- 
take, had  thefe  other  advantages  attending  it, 
that  we  fhould  in  all  probability  fupply  our- 
felves  with  great  quantities  of  live  provifion, 
of  which  we  were  at  this  time  in  want  :  And 
•we  Ihould  likewife  have  an  opportunity  of  fet- 
ting  our  prifoners  on  (hore,  who  were  now 
very  numerous,  and  made  a  greater  confump- 
tion  of  our  food  than  our  ftock  that  remained 
was  capable  of  furnilhing  long.  In  all  thefe 
lights  the  attempt  was  a  mod  eligible  one,  and 
what  our  neceffities,  our  (ituation,  and  every 
prudential  confideration,  prompted  us  to.  How 
it  fucceeded,  and  how  far  it  anfwered  our  expec- 
tations, fliall  be  the  fubjcdt  of  the  following 
chapter. 
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The  taking  of  Pj/V/z,  and  our  proceedings  till 
\ve  left  the  coafl  of  Peru, 
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TH  E  town  of  Paha  is  fituated  in  the  lati 
tudeof5^:  12' South,  in  a  mofl  bancri 
foil,  compofeJ  only  of  ilind  and  flate  :   The  ex- 
tent of  it  (as  may  be  fecn  iii  the  plm   of  i;} 
IS  but  fmall,    containing    in  all  lefs  than  t\v(i 
hundred  families.    The  houf.'s  are  only  grounJ- 
floors  ;  the  walls  built  of  fplit  cane  and  mud, 
and  the  roofs  ihatched  with  leaves  :    Thefc  edi- 
fices, though  extremely  flight,  are  abundantly 
fufficient  for  a  climate,  where  rain  is  confidered 
as  a  prodigy,  and  is  not  ften  in  many  years  : 
So  that  it  is  faid,  that  a  fmall  quantity  of  rain 
falling   in  this   country  in  the  year  1728,    it 
ruined  a  great  number  of  buildin-^s,  which  moul- 
dered away,  and  as  it  weie  melted  before  it. 
The  inhabitants  of  Paita  are  principally  Indians 
and  black  flaves,  or  at  leaft  a  mixed  breed,  the 
whites  being  very  few.      The  port  of  Paita, 
though  in  reality  little  more  than  a  bay,    is 
efteemed  the  beft  on  that  part  of  the  coaft  -,  and 
is  indeed  a  very  fecure  and  commodious  anchor- 
age.    It  is  greatly  frequented  by  all  veffels  com- 
ing  from  the  North ;  fmce  it  is  here  only  that  the 
ftiips  {m\r\  Acapuico,  Sonfonnate^Realeijo  smdPana- 
?p^,  can  touch  and  refrefh  in  their  pufTage  to  Callao: 
And  the  length  of  thefe  voyages  (the  wind  for 
the  greatcfl  part  of  the  year  being  full  againft 
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them)  renders  it  impoflible  to  perlorm  them 
without  calling  upon  the  coaft  for  a  recruit  of 
tVefh  water.  It  is  true,  Paiia  is  fituated  on  fq 
parched  a  fpot,  that  it  does  not  itfeli"  iumiih  a 
drop  of  frelh  water,  or  any  kind  of  greens  or 
provifions,  except  fifh  and  a  few  goats :  But 
there  is  an  Indian  town  called  Colan^  about  two 
or  three  league?  diflant  to  the  northv;ard,  from 
wlience  water,  maize,  greens,  fowls,  ^c.  arc 
brouglit  to  Paila  on  balfas  or  floats,  for  the  con- 
veniency  of  the  Ihips  that  touch  here  ;  and  cat- 
tle are  fometimes  brought  from  Piura,  a  town 
which  lies  about  fourteen  leagues  up  in  the  coun- 
try. The  water  brought  from  Colan  is  whitifh, 
and  of  a  difigreeable  appeai'ance,  but  is  faid  to 
be  very  ^'holfome  :  For  it  is  pretended  by  ths 
inhabitants,  tliat  it  runs  through  large  woods  of 
farl^parilla,  and  that  it  is  fcnfibly  impregnated 
therewith.  This  port  of  Paita^  befidcs  furnifh- 
ing  the  northern  trade  bound  to  Callao,  with 
water  and  neccflaries,  is  the  ufual  place  where 
pa/Tengers  from  Acapulco  or  Panama^  bound  to 
Lima,  difembark  ;  for,  as  it  is  two  hundred 
leagues  fron»  hence  to  Callao,  the  port  of  Unuiy 
and  as  the  wind  is  generally  contrary,  the  paf- 
fage  by  fea  is  very  tedious  and  fatiguing,  but  by 
land  there  is  a  tolerable  good  road  parallel  to  the 
coaft,  with  many  ftations  and  villages  tor  the 
accommodation  of  travellers.         v* 

It  appears  by  the  plan,  that  the  town  oSPmta 
is  itfelf  an  open  place  j  fo  that  its  fole  protec- 
tion and  defence  is  the  fort  marked  (B)  in  the 
plan,  plate  the  twenty-third.    It  was  of  confe- 
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quence  to  us  to  be  well  informed  of  the  fabrick 
and  ftrength  ot  ti\is  fort  ;  and  by  the  examina- 
tion of  our  prifone  *s  we  found,  that  thcr-e  were 
eight  pieces  of  cannon  mounted  in  it,  but  that 
it  had  neither  ditch  nor  outwork,  being  only 
furrounded  by  a  plain  brick  wall ;  and  that  tlic 
garrifon  confifted  of  only  one  weak  company, 
but  the  town  itfelf  might  poflibly  arm  thice 
hundred  men  more. 

Mr.  ^nfett  having  informed  himfelf  of  the 
ftrength  of  the  place,  refolvcd  (as  hath  been 
faid  in  the  preceding  chapter)  to  attempt  it  that 
very  night.  We  were  then  about  twelve  leagues 
diftant  from  the  fhorc,  far  enough  to  prevent 
our  being  difcovered  ;  yet  not  fo  far,  but  that 
by  making  a]l  the  fail  we  could,  we  might  ar- 
rive in  the  buy  with  our  fhips  in  the  night. 
However,  the  Commodore  prudently  confidered, 
that  this  would  be  an  improper  method  of  pro- 
ceeding, as  our  fhips,  being  fuch  large  bodies, 
might  be  cafily  difcovered  at  a  diftance  even  in 
the  night,  and  might  thereby  alarm  the  inhabi- 
tants, and  give  them  an  opportunity  of  remov- 
ing their  valuable  effeds.  He  therefore,  as  the 
ftrength  of  the  place  did  not  require  our  whole 
force,  refolved  to  attempt  it  with  our  boats  only, 
ordering  the  eighteen  oared  barge,  and  our  own 
and  the  Try^/ 's  pinnaces  on  that  fervice;  and 
having  picked  out  fifty -eight  men  to  man  them, 
'well  provided  with  arm?  and  ammunition,  he 
gave  the  comftiand  of  the  expedition  to  Lieute- 
nant Brett,  and  gave  him  his  ncceflary  orders. 
•And  the  better  to  prevenit  the  dif^pointipent 
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and  conflifion  which  might  arife  from  the  dark- 
nefs  of  the  night,  and  the  ignorance  of  the  ftrects 
and  paflages  of  the  place,  two  of  the  Spanijh  Pi- 
lots were  ordered  to  attend  the  Lieutenant,  and 
to  conduct  him  to  the  mod  convenient  landing- 
place,  and  were  afterwards  to  be  his  guides  on 
fiiore  i  and  that  we  might  have  the  greater  fe- 
curity  for  their  faithful  behaviour  on  this  occa- 
fion  ;  the  Commodore  took  care  to  alfure  ai] 
our  prifoners,  that,  if  the  Pilots  a6ted  properly, 
they  fhould  all  of  them  be  rjleafed,  and  let  on 
fhore  at  this  place  \  but  in  cafe  of  any  mifcondudt 
or  treachery,  he  threatened  them  that  tiie  Pilots 
fhould  be  inftantly  fhot,  and  that  he  would  carry 
all  the  reft  of  the  Spaniards,  who  were  on  board 
him,  prifoners  to  England,  So  that  the  prifo- 
ners themfelves  were  interefted  in  our  fucccfs, 
and  therefore  we  had  no  reafon  to  fufped  our 
Condu(5lcrs  either  of  negligence  or  perfidy. 

And  on  this  occafion  I  cannot  but  remark  a 
fingular  circumftance  of  one  of  the  Pilots  em- 
ployed by  us  in  this  bufmefs.  It  icems  (as  we 
afterwards  learnt)  he  had  been  taken  by  Captain 
Clipperton  above  twenty  years  before,  and  had 
been  forced  to  had  Clipperion  and  his  people  to 
the  furprife  oi1'ru>:illo^  a  town  within  land  to  the 
fouthward  of  Paita,  where  however  he  contrived 
to  alarm  his  countrymen,  and  to  fave  them, 
though  the  place  was  taken.  Now  that  the  only 
two  attempts  on  Ihore,  which  were  made  at  fo 
long  an  interval  from  each  other,  fhould  be 
guided  by  the  fame  pcrfon,  and  he  too  a  prifoner 
both  times,  and  forced  upon  the  employ  con- 
trary 
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trary  to  his  inclination,  is  an  incident  fo  very  ex- 
traordinary, that  I  could  not  help  taking  notice 
of  Jt.  But  to  return  to  the  matter  in  hand, 
'  During  our  preparations,  the  fhips  themfelves 
ftood  towards  the  Port  with  all  the  fail  they 
could  make,  being  fccure  that  we  were  yet  at 
too  great  a  diftance  to  be  feen.  But  ab(jut  ten 
o'clock  at  night,  the  (hips  being  then  within  five 
leagues  of"  the  place,  Lieutenant  Brelt^  with  the 
boats  under  his  command,  put  off,  and  arrived 
at  the  mouth  of  the  b;iy  without  being  difco- 
vered ;  but  no  fooner  had  he  entered  it,  than 
fome  of  the  people,  on  board  a  veiTel  riding  at 
anchor  there,  perceived  him,  who  inltantly  put 
off  in  their  boat,  rowing  towards  the  fort,  Ihout- 
ing  and  crying,  theEngliJhy  the  Engliflo  dogs ^  &c. 
by  which  the  v.'hole  town  was  fuddenly  alarmed, 
and  our  people  foon  obferved  feveral  lights  hur- 
rying backwards  and  forwards  in  the  fort,  and 
other  marks  of  the  inhabitants  being  in  great 
motion.  Lieutenant  Brett ^  on  this,  encouraged 
his  men  to  pull  brifkly  up  to  the  fhore,  that 
they  might  give  the  enemy  as  little  time  as  pof- 
fible  to  prepare  for  their  defence.  However, 
before  our  boats  could  reach  the  fhore,  the  peo- 
ple in  the  fort  had  got  ready  fome  of  their  can- 
non, and  pointed  them  towards  the  landing- 
place  5  and  though  in  the  darknefs  of  the  night 
it  might  be  well  fuppofed  that  chance  had  a 
greater  fhare  than  fkill  in  their  direction,  yet  the 
firft  fhot  pafled  extremely  near  one  of  the  boats, 
whiffling  juft  over  the  heads  of  the  crew-    This 

made  our  people  redouble  their  efforts ;  To  that 
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they  had  reached  the  Ihore,  and  were  in  part  dif- 
embarkcd  by  the  time  the  fecond  gun  fired. 
As  foon  as  our  men  landed,  they  were  conduced 
by  one  of  the  Spanijb  Pilots  to  the  entrance  of  a 
narrow  llreet,  not  above  fifty  yards  diftant  from 
the  beach,  where  they  were  covered  from  the 
fire  of  the  fort  -,  and  being  formed  in  the  beft 
manner  the  Ihortnefs  of  the  time  would  allow, 
they  immediately  marched  for  the  parade,  which 
Wis  a  large  fquare  at  the  end  of  this  ftreet,  the 
fort  being  one  fide  of  the  fquare,  and  the  Gover- 
nor's houfe  another,  as  may  be  feen  more  di- 
ftinftly  in  the  plan,  where  likewife  the  road  they 
took  from  their  landing  to  the  fort  is  marked 
out  by  a  prickt  line.  In  this  march  (though 
performed  with  tolerable  regularity)  the  fhouts 
and  clamours  of  threefcore  failors,  who  had  been 
confined  fo  long  on  Clipboard,  and  were  now 
for  the  firft  time  on  ftiore  in  an  enemy's  country, 
joyous  as  they  always  are,  when  they  land,  and 
animated  befides  in  the  prefent  cafe  with  the 
liopes  of  an  immenfe  pillage  -,  the  huzza's,  I  fay, 
of  this  fpirited  detachment,  joined  with  the  noife 
of  their  drums,  and  favoured  by  the  night,  lud 
augmented  their  numbers,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
enemy,  to  at  leaft  three  hundred  ;  by  which 
perfuafion  the  inhabitants  were  fo  greatly  intimi- 
dated, that  they  were  much  more  folicitous  about 
the  mrans  of  their  flight  than  of  their  refin- 
ance :  So  that  though  upon  entering  the  parade, 
our  people  received  a  volley  from  the  Merchants 
who  owned  the  trcafure  then  in  the  town  -,  and 
who,  with  a  fev/  others,  had  ranged  themfclves 

in 


\ 


t.i 


\^ 


mMm% 


'li 


•:li. 


II 


y  I 


;    I  V  I- 


(  270  ) 

in  a  gallery  that  ran  round  the  Governor's  houfe, 
yet  that  poft  was  immediately  abandoned  upon 
the  firft  fire  made  by  our  people,  who  wer**.  there- 
by left  in  quiet  poffefiion  of  the  parade. 
'  On  this  fucccfs  Lieutenant  Brett  divided  his 
men  into  two  parties,  ordering  one  of  them  to 
furround  the  Governor's  houfe,  and  if  poflible  to 
fecurc  the  Governor,  whilft  he  himfeif  with  the 
other  marched  to  the  fort,  with  an  intent  to 
force  it.  But,  contrary  to  his  expcdation,  he 
entered  it  without  oppofition  •,  for  the  enemy, 
QXi  his  approach,  abandoned  it,  and  made  their 
efcape  over  the  walls.  By  this  means  the  whole 
place  was  maftercd  in  lei's  tlian  a  quarter  of  an 
hour's  time  from  the  firll  landing,  with  no  other 
lofs  than  tliat  of  one  man  killed  on  the  fpot,  and 
two  wounded  ;  one  of  which  wis  the  Spanijh 
Pilot  of  the  Terefa,  who  received  a  flight  bniile 
by  a  ball  which  gr*  zed  on  his  wrift  :  Indeed  ano- 
ther of  the  company,  the  Honourable  Mr.  Kepple, 
fon  to  the  Earl  of  Albemarle,  had  a  very  narrow 
efcape  ;  for  having  on  a  jocky  cap,  one  fide  of 
the  peak  was  ihaved  offclofe  to  his  temple  by  a 
ball,  which  however  did  him  no  other  injury. 

And  now  Lieutenant  Brett,  after  this  fuccefs, 
plju:ed  a  guard  at  the  fort,  and  another  at  the 
Governor's  houfe,  and  appointed  centinels  at  all 
the  avenues  of  the  town,  both  to  prevent  any  fur- 
prize  from  the  enemy,  and  to  fecure  the  etfecls 
in  the  place  from  being  embezzled.  And  this 
being  done,  his  next  carj  was  to  feize  on  the 
Cuftom-houfe  where  the  treafure  lay,  and  to 
examine  if  any  of  the  inhabitants  remained  in  tJie 
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town,  that  he  might  know  what  farther  precaU'* 
tions  it  was  ncceflary  to  take ;  but  he  foon  found 
that  the  numbers  left  behind  were  no  ways  for- 
midable :  For  tlie  greateft  part  of  them  (being 
in  bed  when  the  place  was  furprized)  liad  run 
away  with  fo  much  precipitation,  that  they  had 
not  given  themfelves  time  Co  pui  on  their  cloaths. 
And  in  this  precipitate  rout  the  Governor  was 
not  the  laft  to  fecurc  himfelf,  for  he  fled  betimes 
half  naked,  leaving  his  wife,  a  young  Lady  of 
about  feventeen  years  of  age,  to  whom  he  had 
been  married  but  three  or  four  days,  behind 
him,  though  flie  ».oo  was  afterwards  carried  off 
in  her  ftiift  by  a  couple  of  ccntinels,  juft  as  the 
detachment,  ordered  to  inveft  the  houfe,  arrived 
before  it.  This  efcape  of  the  Governor  was  an 
unpleafmg  circumftancc,  as  Mr.  An/on  had  par- 
ticularly recommended  it  to  Lieutenant  Brett  to 
fecure  his  perfon,  if  poffible,  in  hopes  that  by 
that  means  we  might  be  able  to  treat  for  the  ran- 
fom  of  the  place  :  But  it  feems  his  alertnefs  ren* 
dered  it  impoflible  to  feize  him.  The  few  inha- 
bitants '.vho  remained  were  confined  in  one  of  the 
churches  under  a  guard,  except  fome  {tout  Ne- 
groes which  were  found  in  the  place  -,  thefe,  in- 
rtead  of  being  fhut  up,  were  employed  the  re*- 
maining  part  of  the  night  to  afTift  in  carrying  the 
treafure  from  the  Cuftom-houfe  and  other  places 
to  the  fort :  However,  there  was  care  taken  that 
they  fhould  be  always  attended  by  a  file  of  muf* 
queteers. 

The  tranfporting  the  treafure  from  the  Cuf- 
tom-houfe to  the  fort,  was  the  principal  occupa- 
tion 
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tion  of  Mr.  Bretth  people,  after  he  had  got  j)of- 
feflion  of  the  place.  But  the  Tailors,  while  the/ 
were  thus  employed,  could  not  be  prevented  from 
entring  the  houfes  which  lay  near  them,  in  fearcli 
of  private  pillage.  And  the  firft  things  which 
occurred  to  them,  being  the  cloaths  which  the 
Spaniards  in  their  flight  had  left  behind  them, 
and  which,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  coun- 
try, were  moft  of  them  eitlier  embroidered  or 
laced,  our  people  eagerly  fcized  thefe  glittering 
habitii,  and  put  them  on  over  their  own  dirty 
trowfers  and  jackets  ;  not  forgetting,  at  the 
fame  time,  the  tye  or  bag- wig  and  laced  hat, 
which  were  generally  found  with  the  cloaths  -, 
and  when  this  pradlice  was  once  begun,  there 
was  no  preventing  the  whole  detacliment  from 
imitating  it :  And  thofe,  who  came  iatcft  into 
the  fafhion,  not  finding  mens  cloaths  fnfficient: 
to  equip  themfelves,  they  were  obliged  to  take 
up  witli  womens  gowns  and  petticoats,  which 
(provided  there  was  finery  enough)  they  made  no 
fcruple  of  putting  on,  and  blending  with  thcii 
own  grealy  drefs.  So  that  when  a  party  of  them 
thus  ridiculoufly  metamorphifcd  iiril  appeared 
before  Mr.  Brett^  he  was  extreamly  furprized  at 
their  appearaiYce,  and  could  not  immediately  be 
fatisfied  they  were  liis  own  people. 

Thefc  were  the  tranfadions  of  our  detachment 
on  fliorc  at  Paita  the  firft  night.  And  now  to 
return  to  what  was  done  on  board  the  Centurion 
in  that  interval.  I  muft  obferve,  that  after  tiiu 
boats  were  gone  off,  we  lay  by  till  one  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  and  then  fuppofing  our  detach- 
ment 
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ment  to  be  neir  landing,  we  made  an  eafy  fall 
for  the  bay.  About  leven  in  the  morninp;  we 
began  to  open  the  bay,  and  foon  after  we  had  a 
view  of  the  town  •,  and  though  wc  had  no  rca- 
fon  to  doubt  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  enterprize,  yet 
it  war,  with  great  joy  that  we  firft  difcovered  an 
Infallible  fignal  of  the  cert;^.inty  of  our  hopes  ; 
this  w.is  by  means  of  our  perfpcftives,  for  thro* 
tlicm  we  faw  an  En^lifh  flag  hoifted  on  the  fiag- 
ilaff  of  the  fort,  which  to  us  was  an  incontcit- 
able  proof  that  our  people  had  got  pofleQion  of 
the  town.  We  plied  into  the  bay  with  as  much 
expedition  as  the  wind,  which  then  blew  off 
Ihore,  would  permit  us  :  And  at  eleven,  the 
^'ryaPs  boat  came  on  board  us,  loaden  with  dol- 
lars and  church-plate  •,  and  the  officer  who  com- 
manded her  informed  us  of  the  preceding  night's 
tranladfions,  Juch  as  we  have  already  related 
them.  About  two  in  the  afternoon  we  came  to 
an  anchor  in  ten  fathom  and  a  half,  at  a  mile  and 
a  half  diftance  from  the  town,  and  were  confe- 
quently  near  enough  to  have  a  more  immediate 
intercourfe  with  thofe  on  fhore.  And  now  we 
found  that  Mr.  B'^eU  had  hitherto  gone  on  in 
colleding  and  removing  the  treafure  without  in- 
terruption ;  but  that  the  enemy  had  rendez- 
voufed  from  all  parts  of  the  country  on  a  hill, 
at  the  back  of  the  town,  where  they  made  no 
inconfiderable  appearance  :  For  amongft  the  reft 
of  their  force,  there  were  two  hundred  horfe 
feemingly  very  well  armed,  and  mounted,  and, 
as  we  conceived,  properly  trained  and  regi- 
mented, being  furnilhed  with  trumpets,  drums 

T  and 


Mr 

If 

'     ' . 

li 

w ' 


f. 


; 


I 


■'  i' 


■"I 


'"  i! 


s 


y 


■5: 1  ?   ^ 


!5i         t 


I 


11 


M   #ll 


;if' 


'I 


ill 


1 


t* 


( 274 ) 

and  ftandiirds.  Thcfc  troops  paraded  about  the 
hill  with  great  oftentation,  rounding  their  mili- 
tary mufick,  and  pradtifing  every  art  to  intimi- 
ilate  us,  (us  our  numbers  on  fliore  were  by  this 
time  not  unknown  to  them)  in  hopes  that  we 
might  be  induced  by  our  fears  to  abandon  thr 
place  betore  the  pillage  was  complcated.  But 
we  were  not  lb  ignorant  as  to  believe,  that  this 
body  of  horfc,  which  ieemcd  to  be  what  the 
enemy  principally  depended  on,  would  dare  to 
venture  in  ftrcets  and  among  houfcs,  even  hail 
their  numbers  been  three  times  as  great;  ami 
therelorc,  notwithllanding  their  menaces,  wc 
went  on,  as  long  as  the  day-light  lalled,  calmly, 
in  lending  off  the  trealure,  and  in  employing  the 
boats  to  carry  on  board  the  refrefhments,  Ibrh 
as  hogs  tovvls,  ^c.  which  we  found  here  in 
great  abundance.  But  at  night,  to  prevent  any 
llirprizc,  the  Commodore  fent  on  fliore  a  rein- 
toreemt: nt,  who  poftcd  themfelves  in  all  t\\^ 
llreets,  leading  to  the  parade  i  and  for  their 
greater  lecurity,  they  traverfed  the  ftreets  with 
barricadocs  fix  feet  high  :  And  the  enemy  con- 
tinuing quiet  all  night,  we,  at  day-break,  re- 
turned again  to  our  labour  of  loading  the  boats, 
and  lending  them  off. 

By  this  time  we  were  convinced  of  what  con- 
fequence  it  would  have  been  to  us,  had  fortune 
fecondcd  the  prudent  views  of  the  Commodore, 
by  permitting  us  to  have  fee  ired  the  Governor. 
For  we  found  in  the  place  many  Itore-houfes  full 
of  valuable  effeds,  which  were  ufelefs  to  us  at 
prefeiit,.  and  fuch  as  we  could  not  find  room  for 
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on  board.     But  had  the  Governor  been  in  ouf 
power,  he  would,  in  all  probability,  have  treat- 
ed for  a  ranlbm,    which  would  have  been  ex- 
tremely  advantageous  both  to   him   and   us  : 
Whereas,  he  being  now  at  liberty,  and  having 
colledled  all  the  torcc  ot"  the  country  for  many 
leagues  round,  and  having  even  got  a  body  ot 
militia  from  Pitira^  which  was  fourteen  leagues 
dift.mt,  he  was  fo  elated  with  his  numbers,  and 
fo  fond  of  his  new  military  command,  that  he 
feemed  not  to  trouble   himfelf  about  the  fate 
of  liis  Government.     So  that  though  Mr.  Anfon 
fent  fcvcral  mcffages  to  him  by  the  inhabitants, 
who  were  in  our  power,  defiring  him  to  enter 
into  a  treatv  for  the  ranfom  of  the   town  and 
goods,  giving  him,  at  the  flime  time,  an  inti- 
mation that  he  fhould  be  far  from  infifting  on 
a  rigorous   equivalent,    but  perhaps  might   be 
fatislied  with  fome  live  cattle,  and  a  few  necef- 
faries  for  the  ufe  of  the  fquadron,  and  aflliring 
him  too,    that  if  he  would  not  condefcend  at 
leaft  to  treat,  he  would  fet  fire  to  the  town,  and 
all  the  warehoufes  ;   yet   the  Governor  was  fo 
imprudent  and  arrogant,    that  he   defpifed  all 
thefe  reiterated  applications,  and  did  not  deign 
even  to  return  the  leall  anfwtr  to  them. 

On  the  fecond  day  of  our  being  in  poiTelTiort 
of  the  place,  feveral  Ncgroe  flaves  defcrted 
from  the  enemy  on  the  hill,  and  coming  into 
the  town,  voluntarily  enfered  into  our  fervice  : 
One  of  thefe  was  well  l.nov/n  >o  a  Gentleman 
on  board,  who  remembered  him  formerly  ac 
Panama,     And  the  Spaniards  w'ithout  the  tov/n 
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lii'iii<^,  in  extreme  want  of  water,  many  of  their 
flavcs  crept  into  the  place  by  Health,  and  car- 
ried iir'/ay  fcvcral  jars  of  water  to  their  mailers 
on  the  hill  ;  and  though  fome  of  them  were 
feizcd  by  our  men  in  the  attempt,  yet  the  third 
amonj^il  the  enemy  was  fo  prelling,  that  they 
continued  this  pradice  till  we  lelt  the  place. 
And  now,  on  this  fecond  day  we  were  afilired, 
both  by  the  deferters  and  by  tlicle  prifoners  we 
took,  tliat  tlie  SparJards  on  tlie  hill,  who  were 
by  this  time  encreafed  to  a  formidable  number, 
hiid  refolved  to  florm  the  town  and  fort  the 
ilirceeding  night  \  and  that  one  Gordon^  a  Scotch 
Papiil,  and  Captain  of  a  fliip  in  thofc  feas,  wa«; 
to  have  the  command  of  this  enterprize.  But 
wc,  notwichilanding,  continued  fl-nding  off  our 
boats,  and  prolecuted  our  work  without  the 
lead  hurry  or  precipitation  till  the  evening  \ 
and  then  a  reinforcement  Vv^as  again  H-nt  o;> 
fliore  by  the  Commodore,  and  Lieutenant  Brett 
doubled  his  guards  at  each  of  the  barricadoes  ^ 
and  our  polls  being  connefted  by  the  means  of 
ccnrinels  pliced  within  call  of  each  other,  and 
the  whole  being  vilited  by  frequent  rounds,  at- 
rciided  wirh  a  drum,  thefe  marks  of  our  vigi- 
U:ice  which  the  enemy  could  not  be  ignorant 
of,  as  they  could  doubtlefs  hear  the  drum,  if 
wot  the  calls  of  the  centinels ;  thefe  marks,  I 
fuy,  of  our  vigilance,  and  of  our  readinefs  to 
rtceivc  tliem,  cooled  their  rcfolution,  and  made 
tlh  m  forget  the  vauixts  of  the  preceding"  day  ; 
[\'j  that  we  palL'd  tlvis  fecond  night  with  as  little 
molcftation  iis  we  had  done  the  firft. 

We 
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We  had  finlflicd  fending  the  trcaUiro  on  board 
the  Centurion  the  evening:;  before  •,  To  that  tlic 
third  morning,  being  the  15th  oi'  Aivcmlcr^  tlu' 
boats  were  employed  in  carrying  oil  the  moil 
vahiable  part  lA  the  effccls  s.]  it  reniained  in  the 
town.  And  tlie  Commodore  intending  to  fail 
this  tlay,  he,  about  ten  o'clock,  piirluant  to 
his  promife,  lent  all  his  priibners,  amounting 
to  eighty-eight,  on  fliore,  ^'iving  orders  to 
Lieutenant  Brelt  to  fccurc  them  in  one  of  the 
churches,  under  a  llrict  guard,  till  lie  was 
ready  to  embark  his  men.  Mr.  LreU  was  at 
the  fame  time  ordered  to  fct  the  whole  town  on 
fire,  except  the  two  chu relics  (wliith  by  g(;od 
tortune  Hood  at  ibmc  dillance  from  the  oth.cr 
houfes)  and  then  he  was  to  abandon  the  place, 
and  to  come  on  board.  I'hefe  order:;  were 
punftually  complied  with  \  for  Mr.  B>cll  im- 
mediately fee  his  men  to  work,  to  dilUiuute 
pitch,  tar,  and  other  combultibles  (of  which 
great  quantities  were  found  here)  into  houfes 
fituated  in  difKTcnt  llreets  of  the  town,  io  th  it, 
th^  place  being  fired  in  many  quarters  at  tl'.e 
fime  time,  the  deftrudion  miirht  be  more  vio- 
lent  and  fudden,  and  the  en..my,  after  our  dj- 
pirture,  mig'u  not  be  able  to  eKcmgiiiih  it. 
Thefe  preparations  being  made,  lie,  in  thj  next 
place,  ordered  the  cannon,  wiiich  he  found  ii) 
the  furt,  to  be  nailed  up  •,  and  then  fecring  fire 
to  thofe  houfes  which  were  mod  v,  1.k1w.u\!,  he 
collected  his  men,  and  marched  towards  the 
beach,  where  the  boats  waited  to  carrv  them 
oiT.     And  the  part  of  ttie  beach  wliere  he  in- 
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tended  to  embark  being  an  open  place  without 
the  town,  near  where  the  churches  are  marked 
in  the  forementioned  plan,  the  Spaniards  on  the 
hill  perceiving  he  was  retreating,  refolved  to 
try  if  they  could  not  precipitate  his  departure, 
and  thereby  lay  fome  foundation  for  their  future 
boafting.  And  for  this  purpofe  a  fniall  fcjua- 
c:ron  of  their  horfe,  confiiling  of  about  fixty, 
picked  out,  as  I  fuppof^,  for  this  fervice, 
marched  down  the  hill  with  much  fccming  rc- 
folution  J  fo  that,  had  we  not  been  prepoifeirfd 
with  a  juller  opinion  of  their  prowefs,  we 
might  have  fufpe6bed,  that  now  we  were  on  the 
open  beach  with  no  advantage  of  fituation,  they 
would  certainly  have  charged  us  :  But  we  pre- 
fumed  (and  we  were  not  miftaken)  that  this 
was  mere  oftentation.  For,  notwithftanding  the 
pomp  and  parade  they  advanced  with,  Mr.  Bn'lt 
hzd  no  fooner  ordered  hi.s  men  to  halt  and  fare 
Cibcut,  but  the  enen:iy  (loppetl  their  career,  and 
never  dared  to  advance  a  Itep  iurther. 

Wlien  our  people  were  arrived  at  their  boats 
and  were  ready  to  go  on  board,  they  v/ere  for 
fomc  time  delayed,  by  miiring  one  ot  their 
ni:  ibcr  ;  but  being  unable,  by  their  mutual 
e:\ju;rics  amoiigil  each  other,  to  inform  them- 
fclvcs  v/here  he  v/ius  kti,  or  by  what  accident 
he  was  detained,  they,  aitcr  a  confiderablc  di> 
l.iy,  rellilve.l  to  get  into  th.ir  boats,  and  to  put 
O-T  without  him.  And  the  laft  man  was  ac5]:ually 
embarked,  and  the  boats  juft  putdng  off,  when 
they  heard  him  calling  to  tiiem  to  take  him  in. 
The  town  v^as  bv  this  tinie  fo  thoroue;hlv  on 
-k  live. 
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fire,  and  the  fmoke  covered  the  beach  fo  efTec- 
tually,  that  they  could  fcurcely  fee  him,  though 
they  heard  his  voice.     I'he  Lieutenant  inftantly 
ordered  one  of   the   Voats   to  his  relief,    who 
found  him  up  to  tfte  chin  in  water,  for  he  had 
waded  as  far  as  he  durft,  being  extremely  fright- 
ned  with  the  apprehenfions  of  falling  into  the 
hands  of  an  enemy,  enr;igeu,  as  they  doubtlcfs 
v/ere,  with  the  pillage  and  deflru'flion  of  their 
town.     On  enquiring  into  the  cj.ufc  of  his  flay- 
ing behind,  it  was  found  that  he  had  taken  tliat 
morning  too  large  a  dofe  of  brandy,  which  had 
thrown  him  into  fo  found  a  fieep,  that  he  ditl 
not  av/ake  till  the  fire  came  near  enouQih  to 
fcorch  him.     He  was  ftrangely  amazed  on  firft 
opening  his  eyes,  to  fee  the  place  all  in  a  blaze 
on  one  fide,  and  feveral  Spaniards  and  Indians 
not  far  from  him  en  the  other.     The  greatnefs 
and  fuddennefs  of  his  fright  inftantly  reduced 
him  to   a  ftate  of  fobriety,  and  gave  him  fuf- 
ficicnt  prefencc  or  mind  to  pufh  through  the 
thickeft  of  the  fmckc,  as  the  Ukclicft  means  to 
efcape  the  enemy  -,  and  making  the  bcft  of  his 
way  to  the  beacli,  he  r.in  as  tar  into  the  water  as 
he  durft,    (for  he  could  not  fwim;  b.forc  he 
ventured  to  look  back. 

And  here  I  cannot  l;ut  obllrvc,  to  the  lionmir 
of  our  people,  th.a  th(;i.;g!i  there  were  great 
quantities  of  wine  and  fplrituous  liquors  found 
in  the  place,  yet  tlfis  man  was  the  only  one 
who  was  known  to  have  fo  tar  neglected  his 
duty,  as  to  get  drunk.  Indeed,  their  whole 
behaviour,  v/hile  they  were  on  Ihorc,  was  iriuc  h 
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more  regular  than  could  well  have  been  expe^* 
ed  from  failors,  who  had  been  fo  long  confined 
to  a  fhip  :  And  though  part  of  this  prudent 
demeanor  muit  doubtlefs  be  imputed  to  the  dili- 
gence of  their  Officers,  and  to  the  excellent 
difcipline  to  which  they  had  been  long  inured 
on  board  the  Commodore,  vet  it  was  doubtlefs 
no  fmall  reputation  to  the  men,  that  they  llioukl 
in  general  rcirain  Irom  indulging  themfclves  in 
tliole  intoxicating  liquors,  which  they  found 
teady  to  then'  hands  in  almolt  every  v;arehoufe.  ' 
And  liaving  mer.tioned  this  finglc  inrtj.nce  oi 
drunkenncfs,  I  cani-ot  piifs  by  another  over- 
figiU,  wiiich  was  likewife  the  only  one  of  its 
kind,  and  which  was  attended  v/ith  very  par- 
ticulitr  circumilances.  I'herc  was  an  Englijhmau^ 
\\\\o  had  formerly  wrought  as  a  iliip-carpcntcr 
in  the  yard  at  'Portfmcuih^  but  leaving  his  coun- 
try, had  afterwards  entered  into  the  Spap.iJJ.)  fer~ 
vice,  and  was  employed  by  them  at  the 'j ;»':;!  (A 
(.lUci^-rnni  \  and  it  being  well  knov/n  to  liis 
fricr.cis  in  ILndanti  that  he  was  then  in  that  part 
of  tJ>e  world,  tliey  put  letters  on  board  tiie 
Cr-ihiyion^  directed  to  l\im.  This  man  being  th?n. 
i:y  .-ecicicnt  amongif  the  Sfar.iards^  who  vscre 
}\ tired  to  the  hill  at  Pitrfn^  he  was  deHrous  'as 
it  fnould  fcem;  ot"  acquiriiig  Ibme  reputation 
.imongft  his  nev/  Mailers.  With  this  view  he 
came  down  unarmed  to  a  centinel  of  ours,  who 
was  placed  at  fonie  diiiance  from  the  fort  to- 
wards the  enemy,  and  pretended  to  be  defirous 
of  furrendrin'^  hiniielf,  and  of  enterinri;  into 
our  ferviee.     Our  centinel  had  a  cock'd  piftol, 

but 


but  being  deceived  by  the  other's  fair  fpeeehes^ 
he  was  fo  imprudent  as  to  let  him  approach 
niucli  nearer  than  he  ought  j  fo  that  the  Ship- 
Y/ri  ^ht,  watching  his  opportunity,  ruflied  oa 
the  centinel,  and  feizing  his  piftol,  wrenched 
it  out  of  his  hand,  and  inflantly  ran  away  with 
it  up  the  hill.  By  this  time,  two  of  orx  pco^ 
pie,  who  feeing  the  fellow  advance,  had  fufpe£l-. 
ed  his  intention,  were  making  towards  him, 
and  were  thereby  prepa^'ed  to  purfue  Iiim  ;  bu: 
he  got  to  the  top  of  the  hill  before  they  could 
reach  him,  and  then  turning  about,  fired  the 
piftol  i  at  which  inftant  his  purfuers  fired  at 
him,  and  though  he  was  at  a  great  diilance,  and 
the  creft  of  the  hill  hid  him  as  foon  as  they  liad 
fired,  fo  that  they  took  it  for  granted  tliey  liad 
milled  him,  yet  we  afterwards  learnt  that  he 
was  Hiot  through  the  body,  and  had  fallen 
down  dead  the  very  next  ftep  he  took  after  h« 
was  out  of  fight.  The  centinel  too,  who  had 
been  thus  grofsly  impofed  upon,,  did  not  efcape 
unpuniflied  j  for  he  was  ordered  to  be  feverely 
whipt  for  being  thus  fliamefully  furprized  upon 
his  poft,  and  for  having  given  an  example  of 
carelcfliicfs,  which,  if  followed  in  other  in- 
ftances,  might  prove  fatal  to  us  all.  But  to 
return  : 

By  the  time  our  people  had  taken  their  com- 
rade out  of  the  water,  and  were  making  the  beit 
of  their  way  for  the  fquadron,  the  fiames  had 
taken  poflefiion  of  every  part  of  the  town,  and 
had  got  fuch  hold,  both  by  means  of  combuf- 
tibjes  that  had  been  diftributed  for  that  purpofe, 
4  and 
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and  by  the  flightnefs  of  the  materials  of  which 
the  houfes  were  compofed,  and  their  aptitude  to 
take  fire,  that  it  was  fLiiTiciently  apparent,  no 
efforts  of  the  enemy  ( though  they  flocked 
down  in  great  numbers)  could  pofiibly  put  a 
flop  to  it,  or  prevent  the  entire  dellrudlion  of 
the  place,  and  all  the  merchandize  contained 
therein.  A  whole  town  on  fire  at  once,  efpe- 
cially  a  place  that  burnt  with  fuch  facility  and 
violence,  being  a  very  fingular  Ipcftacic,  Mr. 
Brett  had  the  curiofity  to  delineate  its  appear- 
ance, together  with  that  of  the  fnips  in  the  h.ir- 
bour,  which  may  be  feen  in  the  twenty-fourth 
plate.  '     ;.,...'•'.■ 

Our  detachment  under  Lieutenant  Brett  hav- 
ing fafely  joined  the  fquadron,  the  Commodore 
prepared  to  leave  th(  place  the  fame  evening. 
He  found,  when  he  firlt  came  into  the  bay.,  fix 
veflels  of  the  enemy  at  anchor  •,  one  of  wliich 
was  the  fliip,  which,  according  to  our  intel- 
ligence, was  to  have  failed  with  the  treafurc  to 
the  coaft  of  Mcv/Vo,  and  which,  as  v.'-c  were  per- 
fuadcd  fhe  was  a  good  failor,  we  rcfjlved  to 
take  vvith  us  :  The  others  were  two  Snows,  a 
Bark,  and  two  Row-gallies  of  thirty-fix  oars 
a-piece  :  Thefe  laft,  as  we  were  afterwards  in- 
formed, with  many  others  of  the  liime  kind 
built  at  different  ports,  were  intended  to  pre- 
vent our  landing  in  the  neighb(3urhood  (ji'Cal/ao : 
For  the  Spaniards^  on  the  firft  intelligence  of  cm* 
fquadron  and  its  force,  cxpeded  tliat  we  would 
attempt  the  city  of  Lima.  I'hc  Commodore, 
having  no  occalion  for  tlicfc  other  vcflcl^.,  ivid 

ordered 


(  283  ) 

ordered  the  mafts  of  all  five  of  them  to  be  cut 
away  on  his  firft  arrival  -,  and  now,  at  his  leaving 
the  place,  they  were  towed  out  of  the  harbour, 
and  fcuttled  and  funk  •,  and  the  command  of  the 
remaining  fhip,  called  the  Salidady  b^ing  given 
to  Mr.  Hughs,  the  Lieutenant  of  the  Tryaly  who 
had  with  him  a  crew  of  ten  men  to  navigate  her, 
the  fquadron,  towards  midnight,  weighed  an- 
chor, and  failed  out  of  the  bay,  being  now  aug- 
mented to  fix  fail,  that  is,  the  Centurion  and 
the  'I'ryal  Prize,  together  with  the  Carmelo,  the 
ferefdy  the  Carnin,  and  our  laft  acquired  veflcl 
the  Solidad. 

And  now,  before  I  entirely  quit  the  account 
of  our  tranfadions  at  this  place,,  it  may  not 
perhaps  be  improper  to  give  a  fuccin6l  relation 
of  the  booty  we  made  here,  and  of  the  lofs  the 
Spaniards  fuilained.  I  have  before  obferved,  that 
there  were  great  quantities  of  valuable  effecls 
in  the  town  -,  but  as  the  greateft  part  of  them 
were  what  we  could  neither  difpofe  of  nor  carry 
away,  the  total  amount  of  this  merchandize  can 
only  be  rudely  guelfed  at.  But  the  Spaniards^ 
ill  the  reprefentdtions  they  made  to  the  Court 
of  Madrid,  (  as  we  were  afterwards  afiured  ) 
eftimated  their  whole  lofs  at  a  million  and  a  half 
of  dollars  :  And  when  it  is  confidered,  tliat  no 
fmall  part  of  the  goods  we  burnt  there  were  of 
the  richeft  and  molt  cxpenfivc  fpecies,  as  broad- 
cloaths,  filk?,  cambrics,  velvets,  (^c.  I  cannot 
but  think  their  valuation  fufficiently  moderate. 
As  to  our  parts,  our  acquifition,  though  in- 
confiderable  in  comparifon  of  what  we  deilroyed, 
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was  yet  in  Itfelf  Hir  from  dclpicablr  ;  for  the 
wrought  plate,  dollars  and  other  coin  vvhicli 
fell  into  our  hands  amounted  to  upwards  of 
30,000/.  ftcrling,  bcfidcs  fevcral  rings,  brace- 
lets, and  jewels,  whofc  intrinfic  value  we  could 
not  then  determine  •,  and  over  and  above  all 
this,  the  plunder,  which  became  the  property 
of  the  immediate  captors,  was  very  great  ;  lb 
that  upon  the  whole  it  was  by  much  the  moil 
important  booty  wc  made  upon  that  coail. 

There  remains,  before  I  take  leave  of  this 
place,  another  particularity  to  be  mentioned, 
which,  on  account  ot  the  great  honour  which 
our  national  character  in  thofe  parts  has  thence 
received,  and  the  reputation  which  our  Com- 
modore in  particular  has  thereby  acquired,  merits 
a  diftind  and  circumftantial  difcufiion.  It  has 
been  already  related,  that  all  the  prifoners  taken 
by  us  in  our  preceding  prizes  were  put  on  fliorr, 
and  difchargcd  at  this  place  ;  aniongd  which, 
there  were  fome  pcrfons  of  confKk-rable  diftinc- 
tion,  particularly  a  youth  of  about  feventcen 
years  of  age,  fon  of  the  Vice-Prendcnt  of  the 
Council  oi Chili.  As  the  livibarity  of  the  Buc- 
caneers, and  the  artful  ufe  tJie  Kcclefiallics  had 
made  of  it,  Iiad  filled  the  natives  of  thole  coun- 
tries with  the  moll  terrible  ideas  of  the  Fjigliflj 
cruelty^  v/e  always  found  our  prifoners,  at  tJieir 
firft  coming  on  board  us,  to  be  exticmcly  de- 
jetRied,  and  under  grcuL  horror  and  anxiety. 
In  particular  x\v:>  youth,  whom  I  laft  mentioned, 
having  never  been  from  home  before,  lamented 
his  captivity  in  the  moll  moving  manner,  re- 
gretting, 
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grctting,  in  very  plaintive  term?,  his  parents, 
his  brother^;,  his  fitters,  and  his  native  country ; 
of  all  which  he  was  fully  perfuadcd  he  had 
taken  his  lafl  farewcl,  believing  that  he  was 
now  devoted,  for  the  remaining  part  of  his 
life,  to  an  abject  and  cruel  fcrvitude  •,  nor  was 
he  fingular  in  his  fears,  for  his  companions  on 
board,  and  indeed  all  the  Spaniards  that  came 
into  our  power,  had  the  fame  defponding  opi- 
nion of  their  fituation.  Mr.  Jnfcn  conftantly 
exerted  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  efface  thefe 
inhuman  impreflions  they  had  received  of  us ; 
always  taking  care,  that  a3  many  of  the  princi- 
pal people  among  them  as  there  was  room  for, 
ftiould  dine  at  his  table  by  turns ;  and  giving 
the  Itricl-eft  orders  too,  that  they  Ihould  at  all 
times,  and  in  every  circumltance,  be  treated 
with  the  utmoft  decency  and  humanity.  But 
notwithitanding  this  precaution,  it  was  generally 
obfcryed,  that  for  the  firft  day  or  two  they  did 
not  quit  their  fears,  but  fulpcdted  the  gentlencfs 
of  their  ufage  to  be  only  preparatory  to  fomc 
unthought-of  calamity.  However,  being  con- 
firmed by  time,  they  grew  perfectly  eafy  in  their 
fituation,  and  remarkably  chearful,  fo  that  it 
was  often  difputable,  whether  or  no  ^hey  con- 
fidered  their  being  detained  by  us  as  a  misfor- 
tune. For  the  youth  I  have  above-mentioned, 
who  was  near  two  months  on  board  us,  had  at 
lalt  fo  far  conquered  his  melancholy  furmifes, 
and  had  taken  fuch  an  aftccftion  to  Mr.  Jf7fen^ 
and  feemed  fo  much  pleafed  with  the  manner  of 
life,  totally  ditierent  from  all  he  had  ever  (ten- 

before, 


•i    i  '■ 


H 


lii 


i  ijj 


» 


it 


'■I 


if'^^ 


\ 


I    :     ml 


\  ?4 


T       i     Iff 


I 


I 


fi^ 


( 286 ) 

before,  that  it  is  doubtful  to  me,  whether,  if 
his  own  opinion  had  been  taken,  he  would  not 
have  preferred  a  voyage  to  England  in  the  Cen- 
turion, to  the  being  fet  on  Ihore  at  Paita,  where, 
he  was  at  liberty  to  return  to  his  country  and 
his  friends. 

This  condud  of  the  Commodore  to  his  pri- 
foners,  which  was  continued  without  interrup- 
tion or  deviation,  gave  them  all  the  highell  idea 
of  his  humanity  and  benevolence,  and  induced 
them  likewife  (as  mankind  are  fond  of  forming 
general  opinions)  to  entertain  very  favourable 
thoughts  of  the  whole  Eitglijlo  Nation.  But 
■whatever  they  miglit  be  difpoled  to  think  of 
Mr.  Anfon  before  the  taking  of  the  Terefa,  tlici- 
veneration  for  him  was  prodigioufly  Increafed 
by  his  condud:  towards  thofe  women,  whom 
(as  I  hn.ve  already  mentioned)  he  took  in  that 
vefiel  :  For  the  leaving  them  in  the  pofteirion 
of  their  apartments,  the  ftrid.  orders  given  to 
prevent  all  his  people  on  board  from  aproaching 
them,  and  the  permitting  the  pilot  to  ftay  with 
them  as  their  guardian,  were  meafures  that 
feemed  fo  different  from  what  might  be  ex- 
pelled from  an  enemy  and  an  heretic,  that  the 
Spanwrds  on  board,  ih:Aigh  they  had  themfelves 
experienced  his  beneficence,  were  furprized  at 
this  new  inftance  of  it,  and  the  more  fo,  as  all 
tliis  was  done  without  his  ever  having  feen  the 
Vvomen,  though  the  two  daughters  were  both 
clleemed  handfome,  and  the  ycungeft  was  cele- 
brated for  her  uncommon  beauty.  The  women 
tliemfelves  too  were  fo  fenfible  of  the  obligations 
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they  owed  him,  for  the  care  and  attention  with 
which  he  had  protcftcd  them,  that  they  abfo- 
luicly  rcruled  to  go  on  (hore  at  Paiiay  till  they 
had  bet-n  permitted  to  wait  on  him  on  board 
the  Centurion,  to  return  him  thanks  in  perfon. 
Ind'jeJ,  all  the  priioncrs  left  us  with  the  llrongcfl: 
lifiuranccs  of  their  grateful  remembrance  of  his 
uncommon  treatment.     A  Jefuit  in  particukr, 
whom  tlie  Commodore  had  taken,  and  who  was 
an  Ecclcfiallic  ot  fome   diftindtion,    could   not 
help  cxprclTing  himfclf  with  great  thankfulnefs 
tor   the  civilities  he  and  his   countrymen  had 
found  on  board,  detliring,  that  he  fliould  con- 
fidex  it  iis  his  duty  to  do  Mr.  Jrifon  jullice  at 
all  tiuK-s  -,    adding,  that  his  ufage  of  the  men- 
prifoncrs  was  fuch  as   Could  never  be  forgot, 
and  fuch  as  he  could  never  fail  to  acknowledge 
and   recite   upon   all  occafions  :    But   that  his 
behaviour  to  the  women  was  fo  extraordinary, 
and  fo  extremely  honourable,  that  he  doubted 
all  the  regard  due  to  his  own  ecclefiaftical  cha- 
rad:er,  would  be  fcarcely  fufficicnt  to  render  it 
credible.      And  indeed  we  were  afterwards  in- 
formed, that  both  he  and  the  reft  of  our  pri- 
foners  had  not  been  fdent  on  this  head,    but 
had,  both  at  Uma  and  at  other  places,  given  the 
greatfift  encomium  to  our  Commodore  ;    the 
Jefuit  in  particular,  as  we  were  told,  having, 
on  hi:,  account,  interpreted  in  a  lax  and  hypo- 
thetical {ttnic  that  article  of  his  Church,   which 
afTerts  the   impoflibility  of  hcreticks  being  fa- 
ved. 
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And  let   it  not   be  imagined,    that  the  im- 
preffions   which   the   Spaniards   hence    rt'ccivcil 
to  our  advantage,  is  a  matter  of  fmall  import  j 
for,  not  to  mention  fcvcral  of  our  countrymen 
who  have  already  felt  the  good  effedts  of  thcfc 
prepofieflions,  the  Spaniards  are  a  Nation,  whofc 
good  opinion  ot  us  is  doubtlefs  of  more  con- 
fequence  than  that  of  all  the  world  bcfides  : 
Not  only  as  the  commerce  we  have  formerly 
carried  on  with  them,  and  perhaps   may  again 
hereafter,  is  fo  extremely  valuable  -,    but  alio  as 
the  tranfadling  it  does  lo  immediately  depend 
on  the  honour  and  good  faith  of  thofe  who  are 
cntruftecl  with  its  management.      But  however, 
had  no  natioiial  convenicncies  attended  it,  the 
Commodore's  equity  and  goo^i  temper  would 
not  lefs  have  deterred   him   from   all  tyranny 
and   cruelty   to  thofe,    whom    the   fortune   of 
war  had  put  into  his  hands.     I  fliall  only  add, 
that   by  his  conftant   attachment  to  thefe  hu- 
mane and  prudent  maxims,  he  has  acquired  a 
tiiflinguifhed   reputation    amongft  the   Creolian 
i>pnmards^  which  is  not  confined  merely  to  the 
coaft  of  the  Sottth-Seas^  but  is  extended  through 
all  tlie  Spanifo  fettlements  in  America  -,    fo  that 
his  name  is  frequently  to  be  met  with  in  the 
mouths  of  moil  of  the  Spani/b  iiiluibitants  of 
that  prodigious  empire. 
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WH  E  N  we  got  under  fail  from  the  road  of 
Paila  (which,  as  I  have  already  obfervcd, 
was  about  midnight,  on  the  16th  of  November)  we 
flood  to  the  wellward,  and  in  the  morning  the 
Commodore  gave  orders,  that  the  whole  fquadron 
Ihouki  ffjread  themfelves,  in  order  to  look  out 
for  the  Gioiucefter.  For  we  now  drew  near  to  the 
ftation  where  Captain  Mitcbel  had  been  directed 
to  cruife,  and  hourly  expefted  to  get  fight  of 
him ;  but  the  whole  day  palTed  without  feeing 
him.       r;t  ii*,,    -f;     m  .ico-.   ::   ;*;^':' :^    '* 

And  now  a  jealoufy,  which  had  taken  its  rife 
at  Paita^  between  thofe  who  had  been  ordered 
on  fhore  for  the  attack,  and  thofe  who  had  con- 
tinued on  board,  grew  to  fuch  a  height,  that 
the  Commodore,  being  made  acquainted  with  ir, 
thought  it  neceffary  to  interpofe  his  authority  to 
appeafe  it.  The  ground  of  ...is  animofity  was 
the  plunder  gotten  at  Paita^  which  thofe  who 
had  aded  on  Ihore  had  appropriated  to  them- 
felves, and  confidered  it  as  a  reward  for  thi 
rifques  they  had  run,  and  the  rcfolution  they  had 
fhown  in  that  fervice.  But  thofe,  who  had  re- 
mained on  board,  confidered  this  as  a  very  par- 
tial and  unjuft  procedurf?,  urging,  that  had  it  been 
left  to  their  choice,  they  Ihould  have  preferred 

U  ths 


:  •'  i 


1    i 


Xi 


(     290    ) 

the  afting  on  fhore  to  the  continuing  on  board  ; 
that  their  duty,  while  their  comrades  were  on 
(bore,  was  extremely  fatiguing ;  for  bcfides  the 
labour  of  the  day,  they  were  conftantly  under 
arms  all  night  to  fecure  the  prifoners,  whofe  num- 
bers exceeded  their  own,  and  of  whom  it  was 
then  neceflary  to  be  extremely  watchful,  to  pre- 
vent any  attempts  they  might  have  formed  in  that 
critical  conjundure :  That  upon  the  whole  it 
could  not  be  denied,  but  that  the  prefence  of  a 
fufficient  force  on  board  was  as  neceflary  to  the 
fucc*;fs  of  the  cnterprize,  as  the  adtion  of  the 
others  on  (hore,  and  therefore  thofe  who  had 
continued  on  board  iniilled,  that  they  could  not 
be  deprived  of  their  (hare  of  the  plunder,  with- 
out manifeft  injuftice.  Thefe  were  the  contefts 
amongft  our  men,  which  were  carried  on  with 
great  heat  on  both  lidos :  And  though  the  plun- 
der in  queftion  was  a  very  trifle,  in  comparifon 
of  the  trcafure  taken  in  the  place,  (in  which 
there  was  no  doubt  but  thofe  on  board  had  an 
equal  right)  yet  as  the  obflinacy  of  failors  is 
not  always  regulated  by  the  importance  of  the 
matter  in  difpute,  the  Commodore  thought  ic 
necefiTary  to  put  a  flop  to  this  ferment  betimes. 
And  accordingly,  the  morning  after  our  leaving 
of  Faiiat  he  ordered  all  hands  upon  the  quarter- 
deck ;  where,  addreffing  himfelf  to  thofe  who 
had  been  detached  on  fhore,  he  commended 
their  behaviour,  and  thanked  them  for  their 
fervices  on  that  occafion  :  But  then  reprefcnting 
to  them  the  reafons  urged,  by  thofe  who  had  con- 
tinued on  board,  for  an  equal  dillribution  of  tlie 
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plunder,  he  told  them,    thAt  he  thought  thefe 
rcafons  very  conckinvc,  and  that  the  expedlations 
of  their  comrades  were  juftly  founded  •,  and  there- 
fore he  ordered,  that  not  only  the  men,  but  all 
the  officers  likewife,  who  had  been  employed  in 
taking  the  place,  fhould  produce  the  whole  of 
their  plunder  immediately  upon  the  quarter-deck  ; 
and  that  it  fhould  be  impartially  divided  amongft 
the  whole  crew,  in  proportion  to  each  man's  rank 
and  commiffion  :  And  to  prevent  thofe  who  had 
been  in  pofTefllon  of  the  plunder  from  murmuring 
at  this  diminution  of  their  Hiare,  the  Commo- 
dore added,  that  as  an  encouragement  to  others 
who  might  be   hereafter  employed   on  like  fcr- 
vices,  he  would  give  his  entire  fliare  to  be  diflri- 
buted  amongft  thofe  who  had  been  detached  for 
the  attack  of  the  place.     Thus  this  trbublefome 
affair,  which  if  permitted  to  have  gone  oh,  might 
perhaps   have   been  attended  with   mifchievous 
confcquences,  was  by  the  Commodore's  prudence 
foon  appeafed,  to  the  general  fatisfaflion  of  the 
fhip's  company  :  Not  but  there  were  fome  few, 
whofe  felfifh  difpofitions  were  uninfluenced  by 
the  juftice  of  this  procedure,  and  who  wcr6  in- 
capable of  difcerning  the  force  of  equity,  how- 
ever  glaring,  when  it   tended  to  deprive  them, 
of  any  part  of  what  they  had  once  got  into  their 
hands.     "■"'' 
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■  This  important  bufmefs  employed  th2  beft 
part  of  the  day,  after  we  came  from  P^ita.  And 
now,  at  night,  having  no  fight  of  the  Gloucejler, 
the  Commodore  ordered  the  fquadron  to  bring 
to,  that  we  might  not  pafs  her  in  the  dark.  The 
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next  morning  we  again  looked  out  for  her,  and 
at  ten  we  faw  a  fail,  to  which  we  gave  chace; 
and  at  two  in  the  afternoon  we  came  near  enough 
to  her  to  difcover  her  to  be  the  Gloucefter,  with 
a  fmall  veflel  in  tow.     About  an  hour  after,  wc 
were  joined   by  them ;  and  then  we  learnt  that 
Captari  Miuhel,  in  the  whole  time  of  his  cruife, 
had  only    taken  two  prizes ;  one  of  them  being 
a  fmall  Snow,  whofe  cargoe  confiiled  chiefly  oi 
wine,    brandy,    and  olives  in  jars,   with  alwui 
7000  /.   in  fpecie  ;  and  the  other  a  large  boat  or 
launch,    which  the  Gloucejier*s   barge  came  up 
with  near  the  Ihore.    1  he  prifoners  on  board  this 
veffel  alledged,  that  they  were  very  poor,  and 
thattheii  loadingconfiiled  only  of  cotton  ;  though 
the  circumstances  in  which  the  barge  fdrpiizeil 
them,  feemed  to  infmuate  that  they  were  more 
opulent  than  they  pretendtd  to  be  •,  for  the  Glou- 
<>^^r's  people  found  them  at  dinner  upon  pidg- 
con-pye,  ferved  up  in  filver  difhts.     However, 
the  Officer  who  c;ommanded  the  barge  having 
opened  feveral  of  the  jars  or.  board,  to  fatisly  his 
curiofuy,  and  finding  nothing  in  them  but  cot- 
ton, he  was  inclined  to  believe  the  account  the 
priloners,  gave  him  :  But  the  cargoe  being  taken 
into   the  Glouce/ier,  and   there   examined  nwre 
itriclly,  they  were  agreeably  furprized   to  find, 
that  the  whole  was  a  very  extraordinary  piece  of 
fa  lie  pi^ckage  ;  and  that  there  was  concealed  n- 
mongft  the  cotton,  in  every  jar,  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  double  doubloons  and  dollars,  to  the 
amount  in  the  whole  f)f  near    12,000/.      T\u% 
trcafure  was  going  to  Paita,  and  belonged  to  fhe 
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fame  Merchants  who  were  the  proprietors  of  the 
greateft  part  of  the  money  we  had  taken  thtTf  ; 
fo  that  had  this  boat  efcaped  the  Gloucfjifr^  it  is 
probable  her  cargoe  would  have  fallen  into  our 
hands.  Befides  thefe  two  prizes  which  we  have 
mentioned,  the  Glouccjier*^  people  tdd  us,  that 
they  had  been  in  fight  of  two  or  three  other  fhips 
of  the  enemy  which  had  efcaped  them  -,  and  one 
of  them  we  had  reafon  to  believe,  from  fome  of 
our  intelligence,  was  of  an  im men fe  value. 

Bemg  now  joined  by  the  Gloucejier  and  her 
prize,  it  was  rcfolved  that  we  (hould  (land  to  the 
northward,  and  make  the  beft  of  our  way  either 
to  Cape  St.  Lucas  on  California^  or  to  Cape  Cori" 
entes  on  the  coaft  of  Mexico.  Indeed  the  Com- 
modore, when  at  Juan  Fernande^y  had  determin- 
ed with  himfelf  to  touch  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Panama,  and  to  endeavour  to  get  fome  correfpon- 
dence  over  land  with  the  fleet  under  the  command 
of  Admiral  Vernon.  For  when  we  departed  from 
England,  we  left  a  large  force  at  Port/mouib, 
which  was  intended  to  be  fent  to  the  H^eft- Indies, 
there  to  be  employed  in  an  expedition  againft 
fome  of  the  Spanijh  fettlemcnts.  And  Mr.  An- 
[on  taking  it  for  granted,  that  this  enterprize  had 
fucceeded,  and  that  Porto  Bella  perhaps  might  be 
then  garrifoned  by  Britijh  troops,  he  hoped,,  that 
on  hi$  arrival  at  the  IJibmus,  he  fhould  eafily 
procure  an  intercourfe  with  our  country-men  on 
the  other  fide,  either  by  the  Indians,  who  were 
greatly  difpofed  in  our  favour,  or  even  by  the 
Spaniards  themfelves,  fome  of  whom,  for  pro- 
per rewards,  might  be  induced  to  carry  on  this 
•'    :  U  3  intelli- 
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intelligence,  which,  after  it  was  once  begun, 
might  be  continued  with  very  little  difficulty  -,  lb 
that  Mr.  Jnfen  flattered  himfelf,  that  he  might 
by  this  means  have  received  a  reinforcement  of 
men  from  the  other  fide,  and  that  by  fettling  a 
prudent  plan  of  operations  with  our  Commanders 
in  the  Wejl-lndies^  he  might  have  taken  even  Pa- 
■nama  itfelf  j  which  would  have  given  to  the 
Britijh  Nation  the  poffcirion  of  that  Ifihmm^ 
whereby  we  fhould  have  been  in  efftd:  mailers 
of  all  the  treafures  of  Peru,  and  Jhould  have  had 
in  our  hands  an  equivalent  for  any  demands,  how- 
ever extraordinary,  which  we  might  have  been 
induced  to  have  made  on  either,  of  the  branches 
of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon. 

Such  were  the  projcds  which  the  Commodore 
revolved  in  his  thoughts  at  the  Illand  of  Juan 
Fernandes,  notwithftanding  the  feeble  condition 
to  which  he  was  then  reduced.  And  indeed,  had 
the  fuccefs  of  our  force  in  the  Pf^eji-Indies  been 
anfwerable  to  the  general  expedlation,  it  cannot 
be  denied  but  thefe  views  would  have  been  the 
mod  prudent  that  could  have  been  thought  of. 
But  in  examining  the  papers  which  were  found 
on  board  the  Carmeioy  the  firft  prize  we  took, 
we  learnt  (though  I  then  omitted  to  mention  it) 
that  our  attempt  againft  Cartbagena  had  failed, 
and  that  there  was  no  probability  that  our  fleet, 
in  that  part  of  the  world,  would  engage  in  any 
new  enterprize,  that  would  at  all  facilitate  this 
plan.  And  therefore  Mr,  jinfon  gave  over  all 
hopes  of  being  reinforced  a-crofs  the  JJibmuSy  and 
Qonfequently  had  no  inducement  at  prefent  to 
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proceed  to  Panama,  as  he  was  incapable  of  attack- 
ing the  place  *,  and  there  was  great  reafon  to  be- 
lieve, that  by  this  time  there  was  a  general  cm-. 

bargoonall  the  coaft.  '•'  '    '  "'         ' 

The  only  feafible  meafure  then  which  was  left 
us,  was  to  get  as  loon  as  poflible  to  the  fouthern 
parts  of  California^  or  to  the  adjacent  coaft  of 
Mexico,  there  to  cruife  for  the  Manila  Galeon^ 
which  we  knew  was  now  at  fea,  bound  to  the 
port  of  Acapulco.  And  we  doubted  not  to  get 
on  that  Itation,  time  enough  to  intercept  her  ■ 
lor  this  fhip  does  not'adtually  arrive  at  Acafulco 
till  towards  the  middle  of  January,  and  we  were 
now  but  in  the  middle  of  November,  and  did 
not  conceive  that  our  paffage  thither  would  colt 
us  above  a  month  or  five  weeks ;  fo  that  we 
imagined,  we  had  near  twice  as  much  time  as 
was  neceflfary  for  our  purpofe.  Indeed  there  wa« 
a  bufincfs  which  we  forefaw  would  occafion  fome 
delay,  but  we  flattered  ourfelves  that  it  would 
be  difpatched  in  four  or  five  days,  and  therefore 
could  not  interrupt  our  projedit.  This  was  the 
recruiting  of  our  water;  for  the  number  of  pri- 
Ibners  we  had  entertained  on  board,  fince  our 
leaving  the  IQand  of  Fernandes,  had  fo  far  ex- 
hauiled  our  itock,  that  it  was  impofllble  to  think 
of  venturing  upon  this  paffage  to  the  coaft  of 
Mexico,  till  we  had  procured  a  frelh  fupply  j  efpe- 
cially  as  at  Paita,  where  we  had  foine  hopes  of 
getting  a  quantity,  we  did  not  find  enough  for 
our  confumption  during  the  time  we  ftayed 
there.  It  was  for  fome  time  a  matter  of  delibe- 
ration, where  wc  Ihould  take  in  this  neceflikry  ar- 
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tide  ;  but  by  confulting  the  accounts,  of  former 
Navigators,  and  examining  our  prifoners,  we  at 
Jaft  refolved  for  the  Ifland  of  ^ibo,  fituated  at 
the  mouth  of  the  bay  of  Panama  :  Nor  was  it 
but  on  good  grounds  that  the  Commodore  con- 
ceived this  to  be  the  propereft  place  for  water! nc 
the  fquadron.  Indeed,  there  was  a  fmall  Ifland 
called  C>«rtf5,  which  was  lefs  out  of  our  way  than 
S^ibo,  where  Tome  of  the  Buccaneers  have  pre> 
tended  they  found  water;  but  none  of  our  pri- 
foners knew  any  thing  of  it,  and  it  was  thoiigit 
too  hazardous  to  rilque  the  fafety  of  the  fqi:;i- 
ciron,  and  expofe  curfclves  to  the  hazard  of  not 
meeting  with  water  when  we  came  there,  on  the 
mere  authority  of  thefe  legendary  writers,  ot 
whofe  mifreprefentations  and  falfities  we  had  al- 
moft  daily  experience.  Behdcs,  by  going  to 
^uho  we  were  not  without  hopes  that  fome  of 
the  enemies  fhips  bound  to  or  from  Panama 
might  fall  into  our  hands,  particularly  fuch  of 
them  as  were  put  to  fea,  bffore  they  had  any  in- 
telligence of  our  fquadron.      ^!.     j;-    h)  »  •  ; 

Having  determined  therefore  to  go  to  ^ibo, 
we  dire<Eled  our  courfe  to  the  northward,  being 
eight  fail  in  company,  and  confequently  having 
the  appearance  of  a  very  formidable  fleet ;  and 
an  the  19th,  at  day- break,  we  difcovered  Cape 
BluntOi  bearing  S.  S.  E.  k  E,  feven  miles  dif- 
tent.  This  Cape  lies  in  the  latitude  of  4*^ :  15' 
South,  and  is  always  made  by  fhips  bound  either 
to  windward  or  to  leeward  )  fo  that  off  this  Cape 
{S  a  mod  excellent  ftation  to  cruife  upon  the  ene^ 
my:  By  this  time  we  found  that  our  lad  pri'4pe,  the 
%     :■  Solidad 


(  297  ) 
Solidad  was  far  from  anfwering  the  charafter  given 
her  of  a  good  failor  •,  and  flie  and  the  Santa 
Terefa  delaying  us  confiderably,  the  Commodore 
ordered  them  both  to  be  cleared  of  every  thing 
that  might  prove  ufeful  to  the  reft  of  the  fhip% 
and  then  to  be  burnt  •,  and  having  given  proper 
inftruftions,and  a  rendezvous  to  the  Gloucejler  and 
the  other  prizes,  we  proceeded  in  our  courfe  for 
^ibo  •,  and,  on  the  22d   in -the  morning,  faw 
the  Ifland  of  Phta^  bearing   Eafl-,  diftant  four 
leagues.     Here  one  of  our  prizes  was  ordered   tf> 
(land  clofe  in  with   it,  both  to  difcovcr  if  there 
were  any  fhips  between  that  Ifland  and  the  Con- 
tinent, and  likewife  to  look  out  tor  a  ftream  of 
frefh  water,   which  was  reporc(^d  to  be  thtTe,  and 
which  would  have  faved  us  the  trouble  of  going 
to  ^ibo  •,  but  (he  returned  without  having  ieen 
any  fhip,  or  finding  any  water.     At  three  in  the 
afternoon  point  Mania  bore  S.  E.  by  E.  fcv^n 
miles  diftant  •,  and  there    being  a  rown  of  the 
fame  name  in  the  neighbourhood.  Captain  Mit- 
cbel  zook  this  opportunity  of  fending  away  feve- 
ral  of  his  pri Toners  from  the  Gloucejler  in  the  Spa- 
nijh  launch.-    The  boats  were  now  daily  employ- 
ed in  diftributing  provifions  on  board  the  Tryal 
and  other  prizes,  to  compleat  their  ftock  for  fix 
months :  And  that  the  Centurion  might  be  the 
better  prepared  to  give  the  Manila  Ihip  (one  of 
which  we  were  told   was  of  an  immcnfe  fize)  a 
warm  reception,  the  Carpenters  were  ordered  to 
fix  eight  flocks  in  the  main  and  fore-tops,  which 
were  properly  fitted  for  the  mounting  of  fwivel 
guns.  '  •  '  ' 
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On  the  25th  wc  had  a  fight  of  the  Ifiand  of 
Gallo,  bearing  E.  S.  E.  {■  E,  four  leagues  diftant  i 
and  from  htnce  we  crofied  the  bay  of  Panama 
with  a  N.  W.  courfe,  hoping  that  this  would 
have  can  ied  us  in  a  direit  line  to  the  Ifland  ai'^d- 
bo.  But  we  afterwards  found  that  we  ought  to 
have  ftood  more  to  the  weftward  ;  for  th?  winds 
in  a  (hort  time  began  to  incline  to  that  quarter, 
and  made  it  difficult  for  us  to  gain  the  Ifland. 
And  now,  after  palfing  the  equinoctial,  (which 
we  did  on  the  22O)  and  leaving  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  Cordilleras y  and  (landing  mofe  and 
mere  towards  the  IJlhmus^  where  the  communi- 
cation of  the  atmofphere  to  the  eaftward  and 
the  weftward  was  no  longer  interrupted,  we 
found  in  very  few  days  an  extraordinary  alterati- 
on in  the  clmiate.  For  inftead  of  that  uniform 
temperature,  where  neither  the  cxtefs  of  heat  or 
cold  was  to  be  complained  of,  we  had  now  for 
feveral  days  together  clofe  and  fukry  weather, 
refembling  what  we  had  before  met  with  on  the 
coaft  of  Brazil^  and  in  other  jjaris  between  the 
tropics  on  the  eallern  tide  of  Aotmca.  We  had 
befides  frequent  calms  and  ht.xvy  rains  ;  which 
we  at  firft  afcribed  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
line,  where  this  kind  of  weather  is  generally 
found  to  prevail  at  all  feafons  of  the  year  ;  but  ob- 
ferving  that  it  attended  us  to  the  latitude  of  feven 
degrees  North,  we  were  at  length  induced  to 
believe,'  that  the  ftormy  fcafon,  or,  as  the  Spa- 
mards  call  it,  the  Vandevals,  was  not  yet  over ; 
though  many  writers,  particularly  Captain  Skel- 
vochf  pofitlvcly  afiert,  tiiat  this  feafon   begins 

in 


(  299  ) 
in  'June^  and  is  ended  in  November  ;  and  our  pri- 
foners  all  affirmed  the  fame  thing.     But  perhaps 
its  end  may  not  be  always  conftant,  and  it  might 
Liil  this  year  longer  than  ufual.     ^  >     v  ^ 

.  On  the  27th,  Capain  M/'/i^/j^/ having  finifhed 
the  clearing  of  his  largcft  prize,  fhe  was  fcuttled, 
and  fet  on  fire  \  but  we  ftill  confillcd  of.  five 
fhips  and  were  fortunate  enough  to  find  them  all 
good  fadors  y  fo  that  we  never  occafioned  any  de- 
lay to  each  other.  Being  now  in  a  rainy  climate, 
which  we  had  been  long  difufcd  to,  we  found  it 
neceflfary  to  caulk  the  decks  und  fides  of  the 
Centurioriy  to  prevent  the  rain-water  fiom  running 
into  her.       <    -^      -        1    1     " 


lit  \    r- 


On  the  3d  of  December  we  h.id  a  view  of  the 
Ifland  of  ^libo  •,  the  Eaft  end  of  which  then 
bore  from  us  N.  N.  W,  lour  leagues  diftant,  and 
the  IQand  of  ^icara  W.  N.  W,  at  about  the 
fame  diftance.  Here  we  ftruck  ground  with  fix- 
ty-five  fathom  of  line,  and  found  the  bottom  to 
confift  of  grey  fand,  with  black  fpecks.  There 
is  inferted,  in  the  28th  plate,  (being contained  in. 
the  fame  plate  with  a  view  of  the  hill  of  Peiaplan) 
a  view  of  thefe  two  Iflands,  where  (a)  reprcfents 
the  S.  E.  end  of  ^ibo,  bearing  N.  by  W.  four 
leagues  diftant :  And  (b)  the  Illand  of  ^icara^ 
which  bears  from  the  point  (a)  W.  S.  W.  i  S, 
and  is  diftant  from  it  four  leagues,  the  point  (a) 
being  itfelf  in  the  latitude  of  y^:  20'  North. 
When  we  had  thus  got  fight  of  the  land,  we 
found  the  wind  to  hang  wefterly  -,  and  therefore,, 
night  coming  on,  we  thought  it  advifeable  to 
ftand  off  till  morning,  as  there  are  faid  to  be 
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fomc  /hv')als  in  the  enterance  of  the  channel.  At 
fix  the  next  morning  point  Mariato  bore  N.  E. 
i  N,  three  or  four  leagues  diftant.  In  weather- 
ing this  point  all  the  fquadron,  except  the  Cen- 
iurioriy  were  very  near  it  j  and  the  Gloucejler  be- 
ing the  leewardmoft  (hip,  was  forced  to  tack  and 
ftand  to  the  fouthward,  {0  that  we  loft  fight  of 
her.  At  nine,  the  Ifland  Sehnco  bore  N.  W.  by 
N,  four  leagues  diflant }  but  the  wind  ftil!  prov- 
ing unfavourable,  we  were  obliged  to  ply  on  and 
off  for  the  fuccecding  twenty-four  hours,  and  were 
frequently  taken  aback.  However,  at  eleven  the 
next  morning  the  wind  happily  fettled  in  the  S.  S. 
W,  and  we  bore  away  for  the  S.  S.  E.  end  of  the 
Ifland,  and  about  three  in  the  afternoon  entered 
Canal  Bueno^  palTing  round  a  fhoal  which  ftretches 
off  about  two  miles  from  the  South  point  of 
the  Ifland.  This  Canal  Bueno,  or  Good  Channel^ 
itat  leafl:  fix  miles  in  breadth  ;  and  as  we  had  the 
wind  large,  we  kept  in  a  good  depth  of  water,  ge- 
nerally from  twenty  eight  to  thirty-three  fathom, 
and  came  not  within  a  mile  and  a  half  diftancc  of 
che  breakers  •,  though,  in  all  probability,  if  it  had 
been  neceffary,  we  might  have  ventured  much 
nearer,  withour  incurring  the  leaft  danger.  At 
ifiven  in  the  evening  we  came  to  an  anchor  in  thir- 
ty-three fathom  niLiddy  ground  i  the  South  point 
of  the  Ifland  bearing  S.  E.  by  S.  a  remarkable 
high  part  of  the  liland  W.  by  N,  and  the  Ifland 
Sebaco  E.  by  N.  Being  thus  arrived  at  this  Ifland 
of  ^ibc,  the  account  of  the  place,  and  of  our 
tranfadions  there,  fliall  be  referred  to  the  enfu 
ing  chapter. 
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.  V     <         CHAP.    VIII. 

Our  proceedings  at  ^/^o,  with  an  account 
n     ,      of  the  place.     >  '»r   vi^  »    -^ 

TH  E  next  morning,  after  our  coming  to 
an  anchor,  an  officer  was  difpatchcd  on 
fliore  to  difcovcr  the  watering  place,  who  hav- 
ing tbund  it,  returned  before  noon  •,  and  then 
we  fent  the  long  boat  for  a  load  of  water,  and 
at  the  fame  time  we  weighed  and  ftood  farther 
in  with  our  Ihips.     At  two  we  came  again  to  an 
anchor  in  twenty-two  fathom,  with  a  bottom  of 
rough  gfavel  intermixed  with  broken  fhells,  the 
watering  place  now  bearing  from  us  N.  W.  -J  N, 
only  three  quarters  of  a  mile  diftant.     A  plan  of 
tlic  road  where  we  lay  and  of  the  Eaft-end  of  the 
Idand  is  to  be  feen  in  the  20th  plate,  where  the 
foundings  are  laid  down,  fuch  as  we  found  thenii 
the  latitude  of  the  S.  E,  point  of  the  Ifland  be- 
ing, as  hath  been  already  mentioned,   7**  :  20* 
North.  ;     *>  ■'•     ^•■"      '- — '--^ 

This  ifland  of  ^Jh  is  extremely  convenient 
for  wooding  and  watering  •,  for  the  trees  grow 
clofe  to  the  high-water  mark,  and  a  large  rapid 
llrcam  of  frefli  water  runs  over  the  fandy  beach 
into  the  fea  :  So  that  we  were  little  more  than 
two  days  in  laying  in  all  the  wood  and  water  we 
wanted.  The  whole  Ifland  is  of  a  very  mode- 
rate height,  excepting  one  part.  It  confiftsof  a 
continued  wood  fpread  over  the  whole  furface  of 
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the  country,  which  prcferves  its  verdure  all  the 
year  round.  Amongft  the  other  wood,  we 
tound  there  abundance  of  cafTia,  and  a  tew  lime- 
trets.  It  appeared  fiiigular  to  us,  that  confi- 
dcring  the  climate  andtlie  flicker,  we  iTiould  lee 
no  other  birds  there  than  |xirrots,  parroqucts, 
and  mackaws  ;  indeed  of  thelc  lail  there  were 
prodigious  flights.  Next  to  thefe  birds,  the 
animals  we  found  there  in  moll  plenty  were  mon- 
keys and  guanos,  and  thefe  we  frequently  killed 
for  food  i  for  tliough  there  were  many  herds  of 
deer  upon  the  place,  yet  the  difficulty  of  pene- 
trating the  woods  prevented  our  coming  near 
them,  fo  that  though  we  law  them  often,  we 
killed  only  two  during  our  ftay.  Our  prifoners 
aflured  us,  that  this  Ifland  abounded  with  tygers  -, 
and  we  did  once  difcover  the  print  of  a  tyger's 
paw  upon  the  beach,  but  the  tygers  themfclves 
we  never  faw.  The  Spaniard*  too  informed  us, 
that  there  was  often  found  in  the  woods  a  moft 
niifchievous  ferpent,  called  the  flying  fnake, 
which  they  faid  darted  itfelf  from  the  boughs  of 
trees  on  either  man  or  beaft  that  came  within  its 
reach  ;  and  whofe  fl:ing,  they  believed,  to  be 
inevitable  death.  Befides  thefe  mifchievous  land- 
animals,  the  fea  hereabouts  is  infeflied  with  great 
numbers  of  alligators  of  an  extraordinary  fize  -, 
and  we  often  obferved  a  large  kind  of  flat-filh, 
jumping  a  confiderable  height  out  of  the  water, 
which  we  fupj^ofed  to  be  the  fifh  that  is  faid  fre- 
quently to  dellroy  the  pearl  divers,  by  clalping 
them  in  its  fins  as  they  rife  from  the  bottom  •, 
and  we  were  told  that  the  divers,  for  their  fe- 
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curity,  are  now  always  armed  with  a  Iharp  knife, 
wijich,  when  they  are  entangled,  they  ftick  into 
the  belly  of  the  filh,  and  thereby  difengage  thcm- 
felves  from  its  embraces,    n    .■•^t";{-.^*     «',... ;• 
Whillt  the  ihip  continued  here  at  anchor,  tlio 
Commodore,  attended  by  fomc  of  his  officers, 
went  in  a  boat  to  examine  a  bay  which  lay  to  the 
northward ;  and  they  afterwards  ranged  all  along 
the  eaflern  fide  of  the  Ifland.     And  in  the  places 
where  they  put  on  fhore  in  the  courfe  of  his 
expedition,  they  generally  found  the  foil  to  be. 
extremely  rich,  and  met  with  great  plenty  of 
excellent  water.     In  particular,  near  the  N.  E. 
[)oint  of  the  Illand,  they  difcovered  a  natural  caf- 
cade,  which  furpafied,  as  they  conceived,  every 
thing  of  this  kind?  which  hunian  art  or  induftry> 
iuth  hitherto  produced.     It  was  a  river  of  tranf- 
parent  water,  about  forty  yards  wide,  which  ran 
down  a  declivity  of  near  a  hundred  and  fifty 
yards  in  length.     The  channel  it  ran  in  was  very 
irregular  ;  tor  it  was  entirely  formed  of  rock,, 
both  its  fides  and  bottom  lieing  made  up  of  large 
iletLiched  blocks  ;  and  by  thefe  the  courfe  of  the 
water  was  irequently  interrupted  :    For  in  fome 
places  it  ran  (loping  with  a  rapid  but  uniform 
motion,  waile  in  other  p;  rts  it  tumbled  over  the 
ledges  of  rocks  with  a  perpendicular  defcent.. 
All  the  neighbourhood  of  this  ftream  was  a  fine^ 
wood  ;  and  even  the  huge  mafles  of  rock  which, 
overhung  the  water,  and  which,  by  their  vari- 
ous projections,  formed  the  inequalities  of  the 
channel,    were  covered  with  lofty  toreft:  trees. 
V/hilil   the  Commodore,  and  thofe  who  were 
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with  him,  attentively  viewing  this  place,  and 
were  rcnnarking  the  dirtcrent  blendings  of  the 
water,  the  rocks  and  the  wood,  there  came  in 
fight  (as  it  were  with  an  intent  Hill  to  heighten 
and  animate  the  prolpedt)  a  prodigious  flight  of 
mackaws,  which  hovering  over  this  ipot,  and 
often  wheeling  and  playing  on  the  wing  about  it, 
affording  a  moll  brilliant  appearance,  by  the 
glittering  of  the  fun  on  their  variegated  plumage  j 
fo  that  fomc  of  the  fpetiilators  cannot  refrain  from 
a  kind  of  tranfport,  when  they  recount  the  com- 
plicated beauties  which  occurred  -in  this  extraor- 
dinary water-fall,  -ii'j 

in  this  expedition,  which  the  boat  made  along 
the  caftern  fide  of  the  Ifland,  though  they  met 
with  no  inhabitants,  yet  they  faw  many  huts  up- 
on the  fhore,  and  great  heaps  fhells  of  fine 
mother  of  pearl  fcattercd  up  ^.^  down  in  dif- 
ferent places  :  Thefe  were  the  remains  left  by 
the  pearl-filhers  from  Panama,  who  olten  fre- 
quent this  place  in  the  fummer  feafon  -,  for  the 
pearl  oyfters,  which  are  to  be  met  with  every 
where  in  the  bay  of  Panama,  are  fo  plenty  at 
^ibo,  that  by  advancing  a  very  little  way  into 
the  fea,  you  might  Hoop  down  and  reacli  them 
from  the  bottom.  They  are  ufually  very  large, 
and  -cut  of  curiofity  we  opehed  fome  of  them 
with  a  view  of  tailing  them,  but  we  found  them 
<txtreriiely  tough  and  unpalatable.  And  having 
mentioned  thefe  oyfters  and  the  pearl-fifhery,  I 
muft  beg  leave  to  recite  a  few  particulars  relat- 
ing thereto. 
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The  oyftcrs  mod  produdive  of  pearls  arc  tliofa 
found  in  confulcrable  depths  ;  for  though  what  arc 
taken  up  by  wading  near  Ihore  are  of  the  fame  fpe- 
cies,  yet  the  pearls  found  in  them  are  very  rare  and 
very  Irnall.  It  is  faid  too,  that  the  pearl  partakes 
in  fome  degree  of  the  quality  of  the  bottom  on 
which  the  oylter  is  found  -,  (o  that  if  the  bottom 
be  muddy,  the  pearl  is  dark  and  ill-coloured. 

The  taking  up  oyilers  from  great  depths  for  the 
fake  of  the  jxjarls  they  contain,  is  a  work  perform- 
ed by  Negro  (laves,  of  which  the  inhabitants  of 
Panama  and  the  neighbouring  coaft  fqrmerly  kept 
J^reat  numbers,  wliich  were  carefully  trained  to  this 
biifinefs.  And  thcfc  are  laid  not  to  be  cftecmed 
compleat  divers,  till  they  liave  by  degrees  been  able 
to  protrad  their  flay  under  water  fo  long,  that  the- 
blood  gulhcs  out  from  heir  nofe,  mouth  and  cars. 
And  it  is  the  tradition  of  the  country,  that  when 
this  accident  has  once  befallen  them,  thcy  dive  for 
tiic  future  with  mlich  greater  facility  than  before  > 
and  tliey  have  no  apprehenfion  either  that  any  in- 
convenience can  attend  it,  the  bleeding  generally 
Jiopping  of  itlclf,  or  t(ut  there  is  any  probabilit/ 
of  their  being  ever  fubjeiSt  to  iii  a  fecond  time. 
But  to  return  from  this  digreflion. 

Though  the  pearl  oylher,  as  hath  been  faid,  was 
Incapable  of  being  eaten,  yet  the  fea  at  this  place 
furnilhed  us  with  another  dainty,  in  the  greatcfl; 
plenty  and  pcrfeftion  ;  This  was  the  turtle,  of 
which  we  took  here  what  quantity  we  pleafed. 
There  are  generally  leckoned  four  fpecics  of  tur- 
tle ,  that  is,  the  trunk  turtle,  the  loggerhead,  the 
hawkll»ilJj  and  the  green  turtle.  The  two  firft  arc 
rank  and  unwholelome ;  the  hawklbill  (which  fur- 
niflies   the  tortois-lhell)    is   but  indifferent   food, 
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though  better  than  the  other  two  •,  but  the  green 
tJf t!*^  is  generally  efteemed,  by  the  greateft  part  of 
thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  its  tafte,  to  be  the 
moft  delicious  of  all  eatables  j  and  that  it  is  a  mofl: 
wholfome  food,  we  are  amply  convinced  by  our 
own  experience  :  For  we  fed  on  this  laft  fpecies, 
or  the  green  turtle,  for  near  four  months,  and  con- 
fcquently  had  it  been  in  any  degree  noxious,  its  ill 
cffefts  could  not  poUibly  have  cfcaped  us.  At  this 
Illand  we  took  what  quantity  we  pleafed  with  great 
facility  ;  for  as  they  are  an  amphibious  animal,  and 
get  on  fhofe  to  lay  their  eggs,  which  they  gene- 
rally depofir  in  a  large  hole  in  the  fand,  jull  above 
the  high-water  mark,  covering  them  up,  and  leav- 
ing them  to  be  hatched  by  the  heat  of  the  fun,  we 
ufually  difperfed  feveral  of  our  men  illong  the  beach, 
whofe  bufinefs'  it  was  to  tutn  them  on  their  backs 
"when  they  came  to  land  j  and  the  turtle  being 
thereby  prevented  from  g6ttihg  away,  we  carried 
thern  off  at  our  lelfure  :  By  this  means  we  not  only 
fecured  a  fufficient  ftock  for  the  time  we  ftayed  on 
the  Ifland,  but  we  took  a  rtumber  of  them  with  us 
CO  fea,  which  ptovcd  of  great  fervice  both  in  length- 
ning  outourftorcof  provilion,  and  in  heartningthc 
whole  crew  with  ah  almoft  conftant  fupply  of  frefli 
and  palatable  food  ;  ihr  the  turtle  being  large,  they 
generally  weighing  about  200  iB.  weight  each, 
thofe  we  took  with  us  Iclfted  us  near  a  month,  and 
by  that  time  wc  met  Wiih  a  frefh  recruit  on  the 
coail  of  MexicOy  \w\iGTe.  we  often  faw  them  in  the 
heat  of  tlie  day  floating  in  great  numbers  on  the 
furface  of  the  water  faft  afleep  i  when  wc  difcovcr- 
ed  them,  wc  ufually  fent  out  our  boat  with  a  man 
in  the  boAv,  who  wui  a  dextrous  diver,  and  when 
the  boat  came  within  a  few  yards  of  die  turtle,  the 
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diver  plunged  into  the  water,  and  took  care  to  rile 
clofe  upon  it  -,  and  fcizing  the  Ihell  near  the  tail, 
and  prcfling  down  the  hinder  parts,  the  turtle, 
when  awakened,  oegan  to  ftrike  with  its  claws, 
which  motion  fupporced  both  it  ^ind  tlie  diver,  till 
the  boat  came  up  and  took  them  in.  By  this  ma- 
nagement we  never  wanted  turtle  for  the  fucceed- 
ing  four  months  in  which  we  continued  at  lea  y  and 
though,  when  at  ^ilo,  we  had  already  been  three 
months  on  board,  witiiout  otherwife  putting  our 
foot  on  fhore,  than  in  the  few  days  we  ftayed  at 
this  IQand  of  ^ihy  (except  thofe  employed  in  the 
attack,  of' P/z//^)  yet  in  the  whole  feven  months, 
from  our  leaving  Juan  Fernandes  to  our  anchoring 
in  th  harbour  of  Chequefan,  we  buried  no  more  in 
the  wiiole  fquadron  than  two  men  ;  a  moft  incon- 
teftabie  proof,  that  the  turtle,  on  which  we  fed  for 
the  laft  four  months  of  this  term,  was  at  lealt  in- 
nocent, if  not  fomcthing  more. 

Confidering  the  fcarcity  of  provifions  on  fome 
part  of  the  coaft  of  tKeie  (eas,  it  appears  wonder- 
ful, .  that  a  ipecies  of  fipojd  fo  very  'psilatal^le  and  fa- 
lubrious  as  turtle,  ^ncJ  fp  much  abounding  in  thofe 
j)4rts,  fhoyki  be  pre^9ribed  by  the  Spaniards  as  un- 
wholeforae,  and  little  lels  than  ppif^ous.  Perhaps 
the  ftrange  appearance  of.  this  animal  may  have 
l?een  the  foundation  of  this  ridiculous  and  fuperfti- 
tious  averfion,  which  is  ftrongly  rooted  in  all  the 
inhabitants  of  that  coaft,  and  of  which  we  had  ma- 
ny inltances  in  the  courfe  pf  this  navigation.  I 
have  already  obferved,  that  wo  put  our  Spaniflj  pri- 
foners  on  Ihore  at  Paita^  and  that  the  Gloucejler  lent 
theirs  to  Mania  j  but  as  we  had  taken  in  our  prizes 
fome  Indian  and  Negro  flaves,  we  did  not  fet  thefe 
on  fhore  with  their  mafters,  but  continued  them 
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on  board,  as  our  crews  were  thin,  to  afTift  in  navl* 
gating  our  Ihips.  Thcfe  poor  people  being  pof-^ 
feflld  with  the  prejudices  of  the  country  they  came 
from,  were  aflonilhed  at  our  feeding  on  turtle,  and 
feemed  fully  perfuaded  that  it  would  foon  deflroy 
us ;  but  finding  that  none  of  us  died,  nor  even  fuf- 
fered  in  our  health  by  a  continuation  of  this  diet, 
they  at  laft  got  fo  far  the  better  of  their  averfion, 
as  to  be  perfuaded  to  tafte  it,  to  which  the  abfence 
of  all  other  kinds  of  frcHi  provifions  might  not  a 
little  contribute.  However,  it  was  with  great  rc- 
Judancc,  and  very  fpaj-ingly,  that  they  firfl:  began 
to  eat  of  it  :  But  the  relilh  improving  upon  them 
by  degrees,  they  at  laft  grew  extremely  fond  of  it, 
and  preferred  it  to  every  other  kind  of  food,  and 
often  felicitated  each  other  on  the  happy  experience 
they  had  acquired,  and  the  delicious  and  plentiful 
repafts  it  would  be  always  in  their  power  to  pro- 
cure, when  they  fliould  again  return  back  to  their 
country.  Thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  the  man- 
ner ot  life  of  thele  unhappy  wretches,  need  not  be 
told,  that  next  to  large  draughts  of  fpirituous  li- 
quors, plenty  of  tolerable  food  is  the  greateft  joy 
they  know,  and  confcquently  the  difcovering  » 
method  which  would  always  fupply  them  with 
what  quantity  they  plcafed,  of  a  food  more  luxuri- 
ous to  the  palate  than  any  their  haughty  Lords  and 
Mailers  could  indulge  in,  was  doubtlefs  a  circum- 
ftancc,  which  ihcy  confidcrcd  as  the  mofl  fortunnte 
that  could' bcful  thcrn. 

After  this  digrcjTion,  which  the  prouigiou'-.  quan- 
tity of  turtle  on  this  Ifland  o{  f^uwo,  and  the  (lore 
cf  it  v/e  thence  took  to  i'<^->x,  in  fonie  mcafurc  led  mc 
into,  I  Hial!  nov/  return  to  our  own  proceedings. 
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In  three  days  time        had  compleated  our  bufi- 
nefs  at  this  place,  and  were  extremely  impatient  to 
put  to  fea,  that  we  might  arrive  time  enough  on 
the  coaft  of  Mexico  to  intercept  the  Manila  galeon. 
But  the  wind  being  contrary  detained  us  a  night, 
and  the  next  day,  when  we  got  into  the  offing 
(which  we  did  through  the  fame  channel  by  which 
wc  entered)  we  were  obliged  to  keep  hovering 
about  the  liland,   in  hopes  of  getting  fight  of  the 
Gloucejier  ;  who,  as  I  have  in  the  Lft  chapter  men- 
tioned, was  feparated  from  us  on  uur  firll  arrival. 
It  was  the  9th  of  December,  in  the  morning,  when 
we  put  to  fea,  and  continuing  to  the  fouthward  of 
the  Ifland,  looking  out  for  the  Gloucejier,  wc,  on 
the  loth,  at  five  in  the  afternoon,  difcerncd  a  fmall 
fail   to  the   northward   of  us,  to  which  we  gave 
chace,  and  coming  up  with  her  took  her.     She 
proved  to  be  a  bark  from  Panama,  bound  to  Chcripe, 
an  inconfiderable  village  on  the  Continent,  and  v;as 
called   the  Jefu  Nazareno.     She  had   nothing  on 
board  but  fome  oakum,  about  a  tun  of  rock  fait, 
and  between  30  and  40  /.  in  fpecie,  moft  of  it  con- 
filling  of  fmall  filver  money,   intended  for  pur- 
chafing  a  cargo  of  provifions  at  Cheripe. 

And  on  occafion  of  this  prize  I  cannot  but  ob- 
ferve,  for  the  ufe  of  futyire  cruifers,  that  had  we 
been  in  want  of  provifions,  we  had  by  this  capture 
an  obvious  method  of  fupplying  ourfelves.  For  at 
Cheripe,  whither  fhc  was  bound,  there  is  a  conftant 
ftore  of  provifions  prepared  for  the  vcflels  wlio  go 
thithe^  every  week  Uom  Panama,  the  market  of 
Panama  being  chiefly  fupplied  from  thence  :  So 
that  by  putting  a  few  of  our  hands  on  board  our 
prize,  we  might  eafily  have  feized  a  large  llore 
without  any  hazard,  fince  Cheripe  is  a  place  of  no 
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ftrength.  And  as  provifions  are  the  ftaple  com- 
modity of  that  place  and  of  its  neighbourhocd,  the 
knowledge  of  this  circumftance  may  be  of  great 
life  to  fuch  cruifers,  as  find  their  provifions  grow 
fcant,  and  yet  aie  defirous  of  continuing  on  that 
coafr  as  long  as  poflible.     But  to  return  : 

On  the  1 2th  of  December  we  were  at  laft  relieved 
from  the  perplexity  we  had  fuffered,  by  the  ft  pa- 
ration  of  the  Gloucejier  ;  for  on  tliat  d.iy  Ihe  joined 
•us,  and  informed  us,  that  in  ticking  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  on  our  firft  arrival,  llie  had  fprung  her  fore- 
tcp-maft,  which  had  difabirid  her  from  working  to 
wiiidwardj  and  ri evented  her  from  joining  us 
fooncr.  And  now  wc  fcutti^  and  funk  the  Jefu 
Nazareno,  the  prize  we  took  kft  ;  and  having  the 
greateft  anpatience  to  gqt  into  a  proper  ftation  for 
the  sfaleon,  we  flood  all  together  to  the  weft  ward, 
leaving  the  Ifland  of  ^<^<»  (notwithftandingall  the 
impediments  we  met  with)  in  about  nine  days  after 
our  firft  coming  in  fight  of  it. 
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*  From  ^iboxo  the  coa^  oi  Mexico. 

ON  the  1 2  th  oi  December  we  ftood  from  ^dbo 
to  the  weft  ward,  and  the  fame  day  the  Com- 
modore del'vcred  frcfn  inftvu<51:ions  to  the  Captains 
of  the  rnen  of  war,  and  the  commanders  of  our 
prizes,  appointiiig  them  the  rend 'zvoufes  they 
were  to  make,  and  the  courfes  thty  were  to  ftecr  in 
cafe  of  a  fcparation.  And  firft,  they  were  direft- 
cd  to  ufe  all  poflible  difpatch  in  getting  to  the 
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northward  of  the  harbour  of  Acapulco^  where  they 
were  to  endeavour  to  fall  in  with  the  land,  between 
the  latitudes  of  i8  and  19  degrees  •,  from  thence, 
they  were  to  beat  up  the  coaft  at  eight  or  ten  leagues 
diftance  from  the  (hore,  till  they  came  a-breaft  of 
Cape  Corientesy  in  the  latitude  of  20^  :  20'*  When 
they  arrived  there,  they  were  to  continue  cruifing 
on  that  ftation  till  the  14th  of  February  -,  and  then 
they  were  to  proceed  to  the  middle  Ifland  of  the 
Tres  Marias,  in  the  latitude  of  21°  :  25',  bearing 
from    Cape   Corientes  N.  W.  by  N,  twenty-five 
leagues  diftant.     And  if  at  this  ifland  they  did  not 
meet  the  Commodore,  they  were  there  to  recruit 
tlieir  wood  and  water,  and  then  to  make  the  bcft 
of  their  way  to  the  Ifland  of  Macao,  on  the  coaft 
of  China.     Thefe  orders  being  difl:ributed  to  all  the 
fhips,  we  had  little  doubt  of  arriving  foon  upon 
our  intended  ftation,  at  we  expefled,  upon  the 
increafing  our  offing  from  S^ibo,  to  fall  in  with 
the  regular  trade-wind.     But,  to  our  extreme  vex- 
ation, we  were   baffled  for  near  a  month,   either 
with  tempeftuous  weather  from  the  wcftern  quarter, 
or  with  dead  calms  and  heavy  -rains,  attended  with 
a  fultry  air  •,  fo  that  it  was  the  25th  of  December 
before  we  got  a  fight  of  the  Ifland  of  Cocos,  which 
by  our  reckoning  was  only  a  hundred  leagues  from 
the  Continent  •,  arid  we  had  the  mortification  to 
make  fo  little  way,  that  we  did  not  lofe  fight  of  it 
again  in  five  days.     This  Ifland  we  found  to  be  in 
the  latitude  of  5**  :  20'  North.     It  has  a  high  hum- 
mock towards  the  weftern  part,    which  defcends 
gradually,  and  at  laft  terminates  in  a  low  point  to 
the  caftiward.     From  the  Ifland  of  Cocos  we  ftood 
W.  by  N,  and  were  till  the  9th  of  January  in  run- 
ning un  hundred  leagues  more.     We  had  at  firil 
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pattered  ourfelvcs,  that  the  uncertain  weather  and 
weftern  gales  we  met  with  were  owing  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Continent,  from  which,  as 
we  got  more  diftant,  we  expcfted  every  day  to 
be  relieved,  by  falling  in  with  the  caftern  trade- 
wind  :  But  as  our  hopes  were  fo  long  baffled,  and 
our  patience  quite  exhaufted,  we  began  at  length 
to  defpair  of  fucceeding  in  the  great  purpofc  we 
had  in  view,  that  of  intercepting  the  Manila  ga- 
Icon ;    and  this  produced  a  general  dejedion  a- 
mongft  us,  as  we  had  at-firfl  confidered  this  pro- 
jc(5l  as  almoft  infallible,  and  bad  indulged  ourfelvcs 
in  the  moft  boundlefs  hopes  of  the  advantages  we 
Ihould  thence  receive.      However,    otir  defpon- 
ilency  was  at  laft  fomewhat  alleviated,  by  a  fa- 
vourable change  of  the  wind  j   for,  on  the  9th  of 
January^  a  gale  for  the  lirft  time  fprung  up  from 
tlie  N.  E,  and  on  this  we  took  xhtCarmelo  in  tow, 
as  the  Glciicejler  did  the  Carmin^    making  all  the 
fail  we  could  to  improve  the  advantage,  for  we 
ftill  fufpedted  that  it  was  only  a  temporary  gale, 
which  would  not  laft  long  •,  but  the  next  day  we 
had  the  fatisfadion  to  find,  that  the  wind  did  not 
only  continue  in  the  fanie  (quarter,  but  blew  with 
fo  much  brifl<ncfs  and  fteadinefs,  that  we  nov/  no 
longer  doubted  of  its  being  the  true  trade-wind. 
And  as  we  advanced  a-pace  towards  our  ftation, 
our  hopes  began  to  revive,  and  our  former  defpair 
by  degrees  g:ivc  place  to  more  fanguine  prejudices  • 
For  though  the  cuftomary  Icafon  of  the  arrival  of 
the  galeon  at  Acapuko  was  already  elapfed,  yet  we 
v/ere  by  this  time  unreafonable  enough  to  flatter 
ourfelves,  that  feme  accidental  delay  might,  for 
our  advantage,    lengthen  out  her  paflage  beyond 
its  ufu.il  limit!}, 
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<  When  we  got  into  the  trade-wind,  we  found  no 
alteration  in  it  till  the  1 7th  of  January,  when  we 
were  advanced  to  the  latitude  of  12^  :  50',  but 
on  that  day  it  fhifted  to  the  weftward  of  the  North  : 
This  change  we  imputed  to  our  having  haled  up 
too  foon,  though  we  then  efteemed  ourfelves  full 
feventy  leagues  from  the  coail,  which  plainly  Ihows, 
that  the  trade-wind  doth  not  take  place,  but  at  a 
confiderable  diftance  from  the  Continent.  After 
this,  the  wind  was  not  fo  favourable  to  us  as  it  had 
been  :  However,  we  ftiJl  continued  to  advance, 
and,  on  the  26th  of  January ^  being  then  to  the 
northward  of  Acapulco^  wc  tacked  and  flood  to 
the  caftward,  with  a  view  of  making  the  land. 

In  the  preceding  fortnight  we  caught  fome  turtle 
on  the  furface  of  the  water,  and  feveral  dolphins, 
bonito*s,  and  albieores,  One  day,  as  one  of  the 
fail-maker*s  mates  was  ft (hing  from  the  end  of  the 
gib-boom,  he  loft  his  hold,  and  dropped  into  the 
fca ;  and  the  (hip,  which  was  then  going  at  the 
rate  of  fix  or  feven  knots,  went  directly  over  him  : 
But  as  we  had  the  Carmelo  in  tow,  we  inftantly 
called  out  to  the  people  on  board  her,  who  threw 
him  over  feveral  ends  of  ropes,  one  of  which  he 
fortunately  caught  hold  of,  and  twifting  it  round 
his  arm,  they  haled  him  into  the  fhip,  without 
his  having  received  any  other  injury  than  a  wrench 
in  his  arm,  of  which  he  foon  recovered. 

When,  on  the  26ih  oi  January^  we  ftood  to  the 
eaftward,  we  expedled,  by  our  reckonings,  to  have 
fallen  in  with  the  land  on  the  28th  -,  but  though 
the  weather  was  perfeftly  clear,  wc  had  no  fight 
of  it  at  fun-fet,  and  therefore  wc  continued  on 
our  courfe,  not  doubting  but  wc  fhould  fee  it  by 
the  next  morning.     About  ten  at  night  we  dif- 
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covered  t  light  on  the  larboard-bow,  bearing  from 
us  N.  N.  E.  The  Trya^s  prize  too,  who  wus 
about  a  mile  a  head  of  us,  made  a  fignal  at  the 
fame  time  for  feeing  a  (ail ;  and  as  we  had  none 
of  us  any  doubt  but  what  we  faw  was  a  fliip's 
light,  we  were  all  extremely  animated  with  a  firn\ 
perfuafion,  that  it  was  the  Manila  galeon,  which 
had  been  fo  long  the  objcd  of  our  wiflies  :  And 
what  added  to  our  alacrity*  was  our  expe£lation  ot 
meeting  with  two  of  them  inftead  of  one,  for  we 
took  it  for  granted,  that  the  light  in  view  was  car- 
ried in  the  top  of  one  Ihip  for  a  dircdion  to  her 
Confort.  We  immediately  caft  off  ;he  Camelo 
and  preiTed  forward  with  all  our  canvafs,  making 
a  fignal  for  the  Gloucefter  to  do  the  fame.  Thus 
we  chafed  the  light,  keeping  all, our  hands  at  their 
refpcdive  quarters,  under  an  expeftation  of  en- 
gaging in  the  next  half  hour,  a$  we  fometUTies 
conceived  the  chace  to  be  about  a  mile  dillam, 
and  at  other  times  to  be  within  reach  of  our  guns  j 
and  fome  on  board  us  pofitively  averred,  that  be- 
fides  the  light,  they  could  plainly  difcern  her  fails, 
The  Commodore  himfclf  was  fo  fully  perfuadal 
that  we  fliould  be  foon  along-fide  of  her,  that  he 
fent  for  his  firft  Lieutenant,  who  commanded 
between  decks,  and  dire^ed  him  to  fee  all  the 
great  guns  loaded  with  two  round-fliot  for  the  firft 
broadfide,  and  after  that  with  one  round-fhot  and 
one  grape,  ftridly  charging  him,  at  the  fame  time, 
not  to  fuffer  a  gun  to  be  fired,  till  he,  the  Com- 
modore, (hould  give  orders,  which  he  infonnetl 
the  Lieutenant  would  not  be  till  we  arrived  witliin 
piftol-fhot  of  the  enemy.  In  tliis  conlbint  and 
eager  attention  we  continued  all  night,  always  pre- 
fuming  that  another  quarter  of  an  hour  would  bring 
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US  up  with  this  Manila  (hip,  whofe  wealth,  with 
dut  of  her  fuppofed  confort,   we  now  eftimated 
by  round  millions.     But  when  the  morning  broke, 
and  day-light  came  on,  we  were  moft  ftrangely 
and  Vexatioudy  difappointed,  by  finding  that  the 
light  which  had  occafioned  all  this  buftle  and  ex- 
pedlancy,  was  only  a  fire  on  the  fhore.     Indeed 
the  circumftances  of  this  deception  are  fo  extra- 
ordinary as  to  be  fcarcely  credible ;    for,  by  our 
run  during  the  night,  and  the  diftance  of  the  land 
in  the  morning,  there  was  no  doubt  to  be  made 
but  this  fire,    when  we  firft  difcovcred  it,    was 
above  twenty -five  leagues  from  xis:    And  yet  I 
believe  there  was  no  perfon  on  board,  who  doubt- 
ed of  its  being  a  fhip*s  light,  or  of  its  being  near 
at  hand.     It  wm  indeed  upon  a  very  high  moun* 
tain,  and  continued  burning  for  fevcral  days  ai'tcr* 
wards  -,  it  Wad  not  a  vulcano,  but  rather,  as  I  fup- 
pofe,  ftubble  or  heath  fet  on  fire  for  fome  purpofe 
of  agriculture. 

At  fup  rifing,  after  this  mortifying  delufion, 
we  found  ourfelves  about  nine  leagues  off^  the 
land,  which  extended  from  the  N.  W.  to  E.  i  N, 
On  this  land  we  obferved  two  remarkable  hum^ 
mocks,  fuch  as  are  ufually  called  paps,  which  bore 
North  fv6m  us  :  Thefe,  a  Sp/miflj  Pilot  and  two 
Indians^  who  were  the  only  perfons  amongft  us 
that  pretended  to  have  traded  in  this  part  of  the 
world,  affirmed  to  be  over  the  harbour  oiAcapulco. 
Indeed,  we  very  much  doubted  their  knowledge 
of  the  coaft  •,  for  we  found  thefe  paps  to  be  in  the 
latitude  of  17*^  :  cfi^  wh'ereas  thofe  over  Acaptlco 
are  faid  to  be  in  17  degrees  only ;  and  we  after- 
wards found  our  fufpicions  of  their  (kill  to  be 
well  grounded  :  However,  they  were  v^ry  confi- 
dent, 
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dent,  and  alTurcd  us,  tliat  the  height  of  the  moun- 
tains was  itfelf  an  infallible  mark  of  the  harbour  i 
the  coaft,  as  they  pretended  (though  faldy)  being 
generally  low  to  the  eaftward  and  wcftward  of  it. 

And  now  being  in  the  track  of  the  Manila  ga- 
Icon,  it  was  a  great  doubt  with  us  (as  it  was  near 
the  end  of  January)  whether  (lie  was  or  was  not 
Arrived  :  But  examining  our  prifoners  about  it, 
they  afllired  us,  that  flie  w.is  fometimes  known  to 
come  in  after  the  middle  of  February  \  and  they 
endeavoured  to  periuade  us,  that  the  fire  we  had 
feen  on  Ihorc  was  a  proof  that  Ihe  v/as  as  yet  at 
fea,  it  being  cuifomary,  as  they  faid,  to  make  ufc 
of  thcfc  fires  as  fignds  tor  her  direction,  when  fhc 
continued  longer  cut  than  ordinary,  On  this  in- 
formation, ftrcngthcned  by  our  propcnfity  to  be- 
lieve them  in  a  matter  v/hich  fo  pleafingly  flatcvred 
our  wifhcs,  we  refolved  to  cruifc  for  her  for  fume 
days  i  and  we  accordingly  fpread  our  Ihips  at  the 
diflaiice  of  twelve  leagues  from  the  coall,  in  llich 
a  manner,  that  it  was  impofllble  (lie  flioukl  pah 
us  unobfervcd  :  However,  not  feeir.g  her  fuon,  wc 
were  at  intervals  inclined  to  fufpeft  that  iTic  had 
gained  her  port  already  -,  and  as  we  now  began  to 
want  a  harbour  to  refrefh  our  people,  the  uncer- 
tainty of  our  prefent  fituation  gave  us  great  un- 
eafinefs,  and  we  were  very  folicitous  to  get  fome 
pofitivc  intelligence,  which  might  either  let  us  at 
liberty  to  confult  our  ueceinties,.  if  the  galeon  v/as 
arrived,  or  might  animate  us  to  continue  on  our 
prefent  cruife  with  cheariulncfs,  if  (he  was  not. 
With  this  view  the  Commodore,  after  examining 
our  prifoners  very  particularly,  reiolved  to  fend 
A  boat,  under  colour  of  the  night,  into  the  habour 
of  Acaptiko^  to  fe<;  if  the  Manila  Ihip  was  there  or 
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ftori  one  of  the  Indians  being  very  pofitive  that 
this  might  be  done  without  the  boat  itfclt"  being 
difcovercd.     To  execute  this  projed,   the  barge 
was  difpatched  the  6th  of  February^   with  a  fuf- 
ficient  crew  and  two  officers,  who  took  with  them 
a  Spanijh  Pilot,  and  the  Indian  who  had  infilled  on 
the  pradicability  of  this  mcaiure,  and  had  under- 
taken to  condud  it.     Our  barge  did  not  return  to 
us  again  till  the  eleventh,  when  the  officers  ac- 
quainted Mr.  /tnfin,  thiit,  agreeable  to  our  fufpi- 
cion,  there  was  nothing  like  a  harbour  in  the  place 
where  the  Spanijh  Pilots  had  at  firil  alTerted  ylcor 
pulco  to  lie  5  that  when  rhcy  had  latisfied  them- 
Celves  in  this  particular,  they  (leered  to  the  caft- 
ward,  in  hopes  of  difcovcring  it,  and  had  coafted 
along  ftiore  thirty-two  leagues ;  that  in  this  whole 
range  they  met  chiefly  with  fandy  beaches  of  a 
great  length,  over  which  the  fea  broke  with  fo 
much  violence,  that  it  was  impolTiblc  for  a  boat 
to  land ;  that  at  the  end  of  their  run  they  could 
juft  difcover  two  paps  at  a  very  great  diftance  to 
the  eaftward,    which  from  their  appearance  and 
their  latitude,  they  concluded  to  be  thofe  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Jcapuico  ;  but  that  not  having  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  frcfh  water  and  provifion  for 
their  paflage  thither  and  back  again,   they  were 
obliged  to  return  to  the  Commodore,  to  acquaint 
him  with  their  difappointment.     On  this  intelli- 
gence we  all  made  fail  to  the  eaftward,  in  order 
to  get  into  the  neighbourhood  of  that  port,  the 
Commddore  refolving  to  fend  the  barge  a  fecond 
time  upon  the  fame  enterprize,  when  v/e  were  ar- 
rived within  a  moderate  diftance.     And  the  next 
day,  Avhich  was  the  12th  of  February^  wc  being 
by  that  time  confiderably  advanced,  the  barge  was 
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again  difpatchcd,  and  particular  indrufllons  given 
to  the  officers  to  prcfcrvc  themfelvts  from  being 
fcen  from  the  fliorc.     On  the  iqth  we  cfpied  a 
high  land  to  the  calhvard,  which  wc  lirft  imagined 
to  be  that  over  the  harbour  of  Acapulco  j  but  we 
afterwards  found  that  it  was  the  high  land  of  6>- 
ptateneo,  where  there  is  a  fniall  harbour,  of  which 
•we  Ihall  have  occafion  to  make  more  ample  men- 
tion hereafter.     And  now,  having  waited  fix  days 
without  any  news  of  our  barge,  we  began  to  be 
iineofy  for  her  fafecy  v    bur,  on  the  7th  day,  that 
is,  on  the  19th  of  Fehuary^  (lie  returned.     The 
officers  informed  the  Commodore,  that  they  had 
difcovcrcd  the  harbour  of  Acapulce^    whch  they 
efteemed  to  bear  from  us  E.  S.  E.  at  leall  fiky 
'leagues  diftant :    That  on  the  1 7th,  about  two  in 
the  morning,  they  were  got  within  the  Ifland  that 
lies  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  and  yet  neither 
the  Spanijh  Pilot,  nor  the  Indian  who  were  with 
them,   could  give  them  any   information  where 
they  then  were  j  but  that  while  they  were  lying 
upon  their  oars  in  fufpcnce  what  to  do,  being  ig- 
norant that  they  were  then  at  the  very  place  they 
fought  for,  they  difcerned  a  fmall  light  upon  the 
furface  of  the  water,  on  which  they  inftantly  plied 
their  paddles>  and  moving  as  filently  as  poflible 
towards  it,  they  found  it  to  be  in  a  Hfhing  canoe, 
which  they  furprized,    with  three  Negroes  that 
belonged  to  it.     It  feems  the  Negroes  at  firft  at- 
tempted to  jump  overboard ;   aad  being  fo  near 
the  land,  they  would  eafily  have  fwam  on  Ihore  ; 
but  they  were  prevented  by  prefenting  a  {)iece  at 
them,  on  which  they  readily  fubmitted,  and  were 
taken  into  the  barge.     The  officers  further  added, 
that  they  had  immediately  turned  the  Qanoe  adrift 
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agalnft  the  face  of  a  rock,  where  it  would  inevi- 
tably be  dafhed  to  pieces  by  the  fury  of  the  Tea : 
This  they  did  to  deceive  thofe  who  perhaps  might 
be  fr.nt  from  the  town  to  fcarch  after  the  canoe ; 
for  upon  feeing  feveral  pieces  of  a  wreck,  they 
would  immediately  conclude  that  the  people  on 
board  her  had  been  drowned,  and  would  have  no 
fufpicion  of  their  having  fallen  into  our  hands. 
When  the  crew  of  the  barge  had  taken  this  pre- 
caution, the)  exerted  their  utmoft  ftrength  in  pull- 
ing out  to  fea,  and  by  dawn  of  day  had  gained 
fuch  an  offing,  as  rendered  it  impoflible  for  them 
to  be  feen  from  the  coaft. 

And  now  having  gotten  the  three  Negroes  In 
our  pofiefnoii,  who  were  not  ignorant  of  the  tranf- 
aftions  at  Acapuko^  we  were  foon  fatisBed  about 
the  moft  material  points  which  had  Ipng  kept  us 
in  fufpence  :  And  on  examination  we- found,  that 
we  were  indeed  difappointed  in  our  expc^bation  of 
intercepting  the  galcon  before  her  arrival  at  Aca- 
pulco ;  but  we  learnt  other  circumftances  which 
ftill  revived  our  hopes,  and  which^  we  then  con- 
ceived, would  more  than  balance  the  opportunity 
we  had  already  loft  :  For  though  our  Negroe  pri- 
foners  informed  us  that  the  galeon  arrived  at  Aca- 
pulco  on  our  9th  of  January,  which  was  about 
twenty  days  before  we  fell  in  with  this  coaft,  yet 
they  at  the  fame  time  told  us,  that  the  galeon  had 
delivered  her  cargoe,  and  was  taking  in  water  and 
provifions  for  her  return,  and  that  tlie  Viceroy  of 
Meaico  had  by  ]>roclamatit3n,  fixed  her  departure 
from  Acapulco  to  the  14th  o'i  March,  N.  S.  This  laft 
news  was  moft  joyfully  received  by  us,  as  we  had 
ho  doubt  but  fhe  muft  certainly  fall  into  our  hands, 
and  as  it  was  much  more  eligible  vo  fcize  her  on 
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her  return,  than  It  would  have  been  to  have  talceil 
her  before  her  arrival,  as  the  fpecies  for  which  fh(i 
had  fold  her  cargoe,  and  which  fhe  would  now 
have  on  board,  would  be  prodigiovjfly  more  to  be 
efteemed  by  us  than  the  cargoe  itfelf ;  great  part 
of  which  would  have  perifhed  on  our  hands,  and 
no  part  of  it  could  have  been  difpofed  of  by  us  at 
fo  advantageous  a  mart  as  Acapulco.  , 

Thus  we  were  a  fccond  time  engaged  in  an  eager 
cxpedation  of  meeting  with  this  Manila  fliip, 
which,  by  the  fame  of  its  wealth,  we  had  been 
taught  to  confidcr  as  tiie  mod  defirable  prize  that 
was  to  be  met  with  in  any  part  of  the  globe.  As 
all  our  future  projefts  will  be  in  fome  fort  regu- 
lated with  a  view  to  the  poifefilon  of  this  cele- 
brated galeon,  and  as  the  commerce  which  is  car- 
ried on  by  means  of  tlicfe  vefleis  between  the  city 
of  Manila  and  the  port  of  Acapulco  is  perhaps  the 
moil  valuable,  in  proportion  to  its  quantity,  of 
any  in  the  known  world,  I  Ihall  endeavour,  in  the 
enfuing  cliapter,  to  give  as  dillinfl  an  account  as 
I  call  of  a'.l  the  particulars  relating  thereto,  both 
as  it  is  a  matter  in  which  I  conceive  the  public  to 
be  in  fome  degree  interefted,  and  as  I  flatter  my- 
fclf,  that  from  the  materials  which  have  fallen 
into  my  harids,  I  am  enabled  to  defcribe  it  with 
more  diflindnefs  than  has  liithcrto  been  done,  at 
irait  in  our  language.    .^.<,  .,  „    ,. 
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An  account  of  the  commerce  carried  on  ij^^ 
tween  the  city  of  Manila  on  the  Ifland  of 
Luconiay  and  the  port  of  Acapuko  on  th« 
Coaft  of  Mexico.         .   .,,     .        .-...•  . 
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ABOUT  the  end  of  the  15th  Centufy  ani 
the  beginning  of  the   i6th,   the  difcovery 
of  new  countries  ami  of  new  branches  df  com- 
merce was  the  reigning  paffion  of  feveral  of  the 
Europerjt  Princes.     But  thofc  who  engaged  moft 
deeply  and  fortunately  in  thefe  purfuits  were  the 
Kings  of  Spain  and  Portugal  -,  the  firft  of  thefe  ha- 
ving difcovered  the  immenfe  and  opulent  Conti- 
nent of  Amsrica  ar  d  its  adjacent  Iflands,  whilft  the 
other,  by  doubling  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,   had 
opened  to  his  fleets  a  paflage  to  the  fouthern  coaft 
of  Afia^  ufuaHy  called  the  Eafi-Iftdies,  and  by  his 
fcttlements  in  that  part  of  the  globe,  became  pof- 
feffed  of  mjmy  of  the  manufa6hires  and  natural 
produflions  with  which  it  abounded^  and  which, 
for  fome  ages,  had  been  the  wcder  and  delight  of 
the  more  polidied  and  luxarions  part  of  mankind. 
In  the  mean  time,    thefe  two  Nations  of  Spain 
and  Portugal^  who  were  thus  profecuting  the  fam« 
views,  though  in  different  quarters  of  thx:  world, 
grew  extremely  jealous  of  each  other,-  and  became 
apprehcnfive  of  mutual  encroachments.    And  there- 
fore to  quiet  their  jealoufies,-  and  to  enable  them 
with  more  tranquillity  to  purfue  the  propagation 
of  the  Catholic  Faith  in  thcfc   diRant  countries* 
(thty  having   botli  of  them   given   diftinguiflie<i 
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marks  of  their  zeal  for  their  mother  church,  by 
their  butchery  of  innocent  Pagans)  Pope  Alexan- 
der  VI.  granted  to  the  Spamjh  Crown  the  property 
and  dominion  of  all  places,  either  already  difcover- 
cd,  or  that  fliould  be  difcovered  an  hundred  leagues 
to  the  weft  ward  of  the  Iflands  o(  Jzores,  leaving  all 
the  unknown  countries  to  the  eaft ward  of  this  limit, 
to  the  induftry  and  future  difquifition  of  the  Peru- 
guefe  :  And  this  boundary  being  afterwards  remov- 
ed two  hundred  and  fifty  leagues  more  to  the  weft- 
ward,  by  the  agreement  ot  both  Nations,  it  was 
imagined  that  by  this  regulation  all  the  feeds  of  fu- 
ture contefts  were  fuppreffed.  For  the  Spaniards 
prefumed,  that  the  Portuguefe  »vould  be  hereby  pre- 
vented from  meddling  with  their  colonies  in  Ami- 
rica  :  And  the  Portuguefe  fuppofcd  that  their  E^Jl- 
Indian  fettlements,  and  particularly  the  fpice  Iflands, 
which  they  had  then  newly  difcovered,  were  fecur- 
cd  from  any  future  attempts  of  the  SpaniJIj  Nation. 
But  it  feems  the  infallibility  of  the  Holy  Father 
had,  on  this  occafion,  deferted  him.  and  for  want 
of  being  more  conve'  fant  in  geography,  he  had  not 
forefeen  that  the  Spaniards^  by  pufliing  rheir  dif- 
coveries  to  the  Weft,  and  the  Portuguefe  to  the  Fail, 
might  at  laft  meet  with  each  other,  and  be  again 
embroiled  •,  as  it  adually  happened  within  a  iew 
years  afterwards.  For  Frederick  Magellan,  wliO 
was  an  ofRccr  in  the  King  of  Portugal's  krvice, 
having  received  fome  difguft  from  that  Court,  ei- 
ther by  the  defalcation  oi  his  piv,  or  by  having  hij 
par:.';,  as  l.e  conceived,  too  ch<iaply  con{idc'icd,  he 
enttjfci  jnro  the  fcrvice  of  ihc  Kini^  or  Spa:>:  •,  and 
bem"  a'i  it  n:->D:arN  a  man  ot  abilii.v,  hev.Msveiy 
dcfirous  ot  llgnalizing  his  takntsl.y  loni"  eiucipriz'* 
wijich  mi^ht  prove  cxucmcly  vcxatic'is  10  his  f  t- 
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tner  Mafters,  and  might  teach  them  to  eftimdte  hiS 
worth  by  the  greatnels  of  the  mifchief  he  brought 
upon  them,  this  being  the  moft  obvious  and  natu- 
ral turn  of  all  fugitives,  and  more  efpccially  of  thofe, 
who,  being  really  men  of  capacity,  have  quitted 
their  country  by  reafon  of  the  fmall  account  that  has 
been  made  of  them.  Magellan,  in  piirlliance  of 
thefe  vindidlive  views,  knowing  that  the  Portuguefs 
Court  confidered  their  pofleffion  of  the  fpice  Iflands 
as  their  mofl:  important  acquifition  in  the  Eaft-In- 
dies,  refolvcd  with  himfclf  to  inftigate  the  Court  of 
Spain  to  an  enterprize,  which,  by  ftill  pufhing  thfir 
difcoveries,  would  give  them  a  right  to  interfere 
both  in  the  property  and  commerce  of  thofe  re- 
nowned Porttiguefe  fettlements  •,  and  the  King  of 
Spain  approving  of  this  projc(5l,  Magellan,  in  the 
year  15 19,  fet  fail  from  the  port  of  ^t-ufV,  in  order 
to  carry  this  enterprize  into  execution,  lie  had 
with  him  a  confidcrable  force,  confifting  of  five 
fliips  and  two  hundred  and  thirty-tour  men,  with 
which  he  flood  for  the  coaft  of  S;)Uth  America,  and 
ranging  along  fliore,  he  at  lad,  tov/ards  the  end 
^iOBoher  1520,  had  the  good  fortune  to  difcover 
thofe  Streights,  which  have  iince  been  (K'ncninated 
from  him,  and  which  opened  him  a  pafiage  into  the 
Vacific  Ocean.  And  this  firft  part  of  his  fcheme  be- 
ing thus  happily  accompliflicd,  lie  after  fome  ftay 
on  the  coaft  of  Peru,  fet  fail  again  to  the  wcftward, 
with  a  view  of  talHng  in  with  the  fpire  Iilands.  fn 
this  cxtenfive  run  hcfirll  dillovertd  the  Ladronesoi 
Marian  Iflands  •,  and  continuing  on  his  courfe,  he  at 
length  reached  the  Philippine  Iilands,  whith  are  the 
molt  cafl:ern  part  of  Afiay  where,  venturing  on 
fliore  in  an  hoflile  manner,  and  fkirmilhing  with 
the  Indian?,  he  was  fl.iin. 
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By  the  death  of  Magellan,  the  original  proje^ 
of  fecuring  feme  of  the  fpice  iflands  was  defeated  ; 
for  thofe  who  were  left  in  command  contented 
themfclves  with  ranging  through  them,  and  pur- 
chafing  fome  fpices  from  the  natives  -,  after  which 
they  returned  home  round  the  Cape  of  Good  HopCy 
being  the  firft  fhips  which  had  ever  furrounded  this 
terraqueous  globe  ;  and  thereby  demonftrated,  by  a 
palpable  experiment  obvious  to  the  groflfeft  and  moft 
vulgar  capacity,  tlie  reality  of  its  long  difputed 
fpherical  figure. 

But  though  Spain  did  not  hereby  acquire  the  pro- 
perty of  any  of  the  fpice  Illands,  yet  the  difcovery 
made  in  this  expedition  of  the  Philippine  Idands, 
was  thought  too  confiderable  to  be  negleded  ;  for 
thefe  were  not  far  diftant  from  thofe  places  which 
produced  I'pices,  and  were  very  well  fituated  for  the 
Chinefe  trade,  and  for  the  commerce  of  other  parrs 
of  India  \  and  therefore  a  communicacion  was  foon 
ellablilhed,  and  carefully  fupported  between  thefe 
Illands  and  the  Spanifi  colonies  on  the  coaft  of  7V 
ru :  So  that  the  city  of  Manila,  (which  was  built 
on  the  Idand  of  Luconia,  the  chief  of  the  Phihp- 
pines)  foon  become  the  n>art  for  all  Indian  commo- 
dities, which  were  brought  up  by  the  inhabitants, 
and  were  annually  fent  to  the  Soutb-Seas  to  be  there 
vended  on  their  account  -,  and  the  returns  of  this 
commerce  to  Manila  being  principally  made  in  fil- 
vcT,  the  place  by  degrees  grew  extremely  opulent 
and  confiderable,  and  its  trade  fo  far  encreafed,  as 
to  engage  the  attention  of  the  Court  of  Spain,  and 
to  be  irequently  controlled  and  regulated  by  royal 
cdicls. 

In  the  infancy  of  this  trade,  it  was  carried  on 

from  the  port  of  dHao  to  the  city  of  Manila,  in 
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'nhich  voyage  the  trade-wind  continually  favoured 
them  i  fo  that  notwithftanding  thefe  places  were 
diftant  between  three  and  four  thoufand  leagues, 
yet  the  voyage  was  often  made  in  litde  more  than 
two  months  :  But  then  the  return  from  Manila  was 
extremely  troublefome  and  tedious,  and  is  faid  to 
have  fometimes    taken   them  up  above  a  twelve 
month,   which,  if  they  pretended  to  ply  up  within 
the   limits   of  the   trade-wind,  is  not  at  all  to  be 
wondered   at ;  and  it  is  afferted,  that  in  their  firft 
voyages  they  were  fo  imprudent  and  unlkilful  as  to 
attempt  this  courfe.     However,  that  route  was  foon 
laid  afide  by  the  advice,  as  it   is  faid,  of  a  Jefuit, 
who  perfuaded  them  to  fteer  to  the  northward  till 
they  got  clear  of  the  trade-winds,  and  then  by  tha 
favour  of  the  wefterly  winds,  which  generally  pre- 
vail in  high  latitudes,  to  ftretch  away  for  the  coaft 
of  California.     This  has  been  the  practice  for  at 
lead  a  hundred  and  fixty  years  paft  :  For  Sir  7'ho' 
mas  Cavend.Jh^  in  the  year  1586,  engaged  off  the 
South  end  of  California  a  velTel  bound  from  Manila 
to  the  American  coaft.     And  it  was  in  compliance 
with  this  new  plan  of  navigation,  and  to  fhorten 
the  run  both  backwards  and  forwards,  that  the  ftar 
pie  of  this  commerce  to  and  from  Manila  was  re- 
moved from  Callao  on  the  coaft  of  Peru^  to  the  port 
of  Acapulco  on  the  coaft  of  Mexico^  where  it  conti- 
nues fixed  at  this  time. 

Such  was  the  commencement,  and  fuch  were  the 
early  regulations  of  this  commerce  i  but  its  prefenc 
condition  being  a  much  more  interefting  fubjetSt,  I 
muft  beg  leave  to  dwell  longer  on  this  head  and  to 
be  indulged  in  a  more  particular  narration,  begin- 
ning with  a  defcription  of  the  111  and  of  Luconia, 
and  of  the  port  and  bay  of  Manila, 

y  -i  The 


■   ' 


i  \ 


lii 


si 


I 


}l 


^  ll 


I 


; 


i::-     i ,  > 


n 


(  326  ) 

The  Ifland  of  Luconia^   though  fituated  in  thft 
latitude  of  15°  North,  is  efteemed  to  be  in  gene- 
ral extremely  healthy,  and  the  water,  that  is  tound 
upon  it,  is  faid  to  be  the  beft  in  the  v-^orld  :   It 
produces  all  the  fruits  of  the  warm  climates,  and 
abounds  i-i  a  mofl  excellent  breed  of  horfes,  fup- 
pofed  to  be  carried  thither  firft  from  Spain  :   It  is 
very  well  fituated  for  the  Indian  and  Chinefi  trade  ; 
and  tlie  bay  and  port  of  Manila^  which  lies  on  its 
weftcrn  fide,  is  perhaps  the  moft  remarkable  on 
the  whole  globe,  the  bay  being  a   huge  circuln 
bafon,  near  ten  leagues  in  diameter,  and  great  part 
of  it  entirely  land-locked.      On  die   eait  fiue  oi 
this  bay  ftands  the  city  o'i  Manila^  which  is  very 
large  and  populous  i   and  which,  at  the  beginning 
of  this  war,  v.as  only  aa  open  place,  its  principal 
defence  conHftins^  in  a  fmall  fort,  which  w;ls  in 
great  ineaiurc  furrounded  on  every  fide  by  hpuies ; 
but  they  have  lately  made  confiderable  additions 
to  its  fortiiicativjns,    though  I  have  not  yet  learnt 
in  v.hat  manner.     The  port,  peculiar  to  the  city, 
is  called  CainW,  and  lies   near  two  leagues  to  the 
fouthw;.rd  ;  and  in  this  port  all  the  fhips  employed 
in  the  Acapnlco  trade  are  ufually  flationcd.     As  I 
have  never  fcen  but  one  engraven  plan  of  this  bay, 
and  that  in  a  very  fcarce  hook,  I  have  added  in  the 
thirty-third  pl^te,  a  plan  which  fell  into  my  hands, 
and  which  diiters  confiderably  from  tliat  already 
piih'lifhcd  ■;   Bur.  I  cannot  pretend  to  decide  whicli 
of  the  two  is  moll  to  be  relied  on.    .=    t  .,   • 

The  city  of  Mcr::ila  itfelf  is  in  a  very  healtliy 
firuation,  is  well  w.'tered,  and  is  in  tiie  neighbour- 
hood of  a  very  liuitlul  and  plcniiiul  country;  but 
as  the  nrineipal  buuncfs  o^  this  place  is  its  tra<ie 
tn  Acapulco^  it  lies  under  Ibme  diiadvani.*gc,  Jroni 
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the  difficulty  there  is  in  getting  to  Tea  to  the  eafl:- 
ward  :  For  the  paflage  is  among  iflands  and 
through  channels  where  the  Spaniards,  by  reafon 
of  their  unfkilfulnefs  in  marine  affairs,  wafte  mucb 
time,  and  are  often  in  great  danger.  Thefe  dif- 
ficulties will  be  better  apprehended  by  the  reader 
by  the  draught  of  the  Ifland  of  Luconia,  and  of  its 
neighbouring  ides,  (  Plate  XXV  Ith, )  which  was 
taken  from  the  enemy,  and  had  been  newly  drawn 
and  corrected  but  a  fhort  time  before.  ; 

The  trade  carried  on  from  this  place  to  China 
and  different  parts  of  India,  is  principally  for  fuch 
commodities  as  arc  intended  to  fupply  the  King- 
doms of  Mexico  and  Peru.  Thefe  are  fpices,  all 
forts  of  Chinefc  filks  and  manufadtures  •,  particu- 
larly filk  ftockings,  of  which  I  have  heard  that 
no  lefs  than  fifty  thoufand  pair  were  the  ufuul 
number  fhipped  on  board  the  annual  fhip  -,  valt 
quantities  of  Indian  ftuffs,  as  callicoes  and  chints, 
which  are  much  worn  in  America,  together  with 
other  minuter  articles,  as  goldfmiths  work,  ^c. 
which  is  principally  done  at  the  city  of  Manila 
itfelf  by  the  Cbinefe  ;  for  it  is  laid  there  arc  at 
Icail  twenty  thoufand  Chinefi  who  conftantly  refidc 
there,  either  as  fervants,  manufacturers,  or  brokers 
All  thefe  different  commodities  arc  collected  at 
Manila,  thence  to  be  tranrpcntcd  annually  in  one 
or  more  Ihips,  to  the  port  of  AcapuLo,  in  the 
Kingdom  of  Mexico. 

But  this  trade  to  Acapidco  is  not  laid  open  to  all 
the  inhabitants  of  Manila,  but  is  confined  by  very 
particular  regulations,  fomewhat  analagous  to  thofc 
oy  which  the  trade  of  the  regillcr  fhips  from  Cadiz 
to  ihe  y/ejl-Indies  is  reftraincd.  The  Ihips  em- 
ployed herein  are  found  by  the  King  of  Spain,  who 
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^s  the  officers  and  crew ;  and  the  tunnage  is  dU 
vided  into  a  certain  number  of  bales,  all  of  the 
fame  fize  :  Thefe  are  diftribiited  amongft  the  Con- 
vents at  Manila^  but  principj^Uv  to  the  Jefuits,  as 
a  donation  for  the  fupport  of  their  mifTions  for  the 
propagation  of  the  Catholic  Faith  -,  and  thcfc  Con- 
venes have  hereby  a  right  to  embark  fuch  a  quan- 
tity of  goods  on  board  the  Manila  (hip,  as  the  tun- 
nage of  their  bales  amounts  to  ;  or  if  they  cliulc 
not  to  be  concerned  in  trade  themfelvcs,  they 
have  the  power  of  felling  this  privilege  to  others  \ 
and  as  the  Merchants  to  whom  they  grant  their 
Ihares  are  often  unprovided  of  a  (lock,  it  is  ullial 
for  the  Convents  to  lend  them  confiderable  Turns 
pf  money  on  bottomry. 

The  trade  is  by  the  royal  edifts  limited  to  a  cer- 
tain value,  which  the  annual  cargoc  ought  not  to 
exceed.  Some  Spanijh  manufcripts,  I  have  feen, 
mention  this  limitation  to  be  600,000  dollars ;  but 
the  annual  cargoe  does  certainly  furpafs  this  fum  •, 
and  though  it  may  be  difficult  to  fix  its  exaft  value, 
yet  from  many  comparifons  I  conclude,  that  the 
return  cannot  be  greatly  (hort  of  three  millions  of 
dollars. 

It  is  fufficicntly  obvious,  that  the  greatefl:  pnrt 
of  the  treafure,  returned  from  Acapitko  to  Manila^ 
does  not  remain  in  that  place,  but  is  again  dif- 
^:?erfed  into  different  parts  ot  India.  And  as  all  Eurc- 
^M«  Nations  have  generally  efteemed  it  good  policy 
to  keep  their  American  fettlements  in  an  immctiiatc 
dependence  on  their  mother  country,  without  per- 
mitting them  to  carry  on  dirp(^ly  any  gainful  tnif- 
fic  with  other  Powers,  thefc  confiderations  have 
cccafioned  m.iny  remonfbrances  to  be  prcfentcd  to 
ihe  Court  of  Sp.iin  againit  the  Indim  trade,  hereby 
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Allowed  to  the  Kingtlom  of  Feru  and  Mmico  \  \i 
having  been  urged,  that  the  filk  manufa£lures  of 
Valencia  and  other  parts  of  Spain  are  hereby  greatly 
prejudiced,  and  the  linncns  carried  from  Cadiz  are 
much  injured  in  their  fale  :  Since  the  Chinefe  filks 
coming  almoft  dircdly  to  Acapulco^  can  be  afford- 
ed much  cheaper  there  than  any  European  manu- 
factures of  equal  goodnefs ;  and  the  cottons  frcm 
the  Coromondel  coaft,  make  the  European  linnen* 
almoft  ufelefs.     So  that  the  Manila  trade  renders 
both  Mexico  and  Peru  lefs  dependent  upon  Spain 
for  a  fupply  of  their  necelTities  than  they  ought  to 
be  i  and  exhaufts  thofe  countries  of  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  filver,  the  greateft  part  of  which,  were 
this  trade  prohibited,  would  center  in  Spain^  either 
in  payment  for  Spanijb  commodities^  or  in  gains 
to  the  *S^rt»//^  Merchant  J   whereas  now  the  only, 
advantage  which  arifes  from  it  is,  the  enriching 
the  Jefuits  and  a  few  particular  perfons  befides,  at 
the  other  extremity  of  the  world,     Thefe  argu- 
ments  did   fo  far  influence  Don  Jcifeph  Patinhoy 
who  was  then  Prime  Miniiler,  but  an  enemy  to  the 
Jefuits,.  that  about  the  year  1725,  he  had  refolved 
to  abolilh  this   trade,   and  to  have  permitted  no 
Indian  commodities  ta  be  introduced  into  any  of 
the  Spanijh  ports  of  the  JVeft-Indies,  but  what  were 
carried  there  in  the  regifter  fhips  from  Europe. 
But  the  powerful  intrigues  of  the  Jefuits  prevented 
this  regulation  from  taking  place. 

This  trade  from  Manila  to  Atapulco  and  back 
again,  is  ufually  carried  on  in  one  or  at  moll  two 
annual  lliips,  which  fct  fail  from  Man; la  about 
July,  and  arrive  at  Acapnlco  in  the  Decern bery  Janu- 
cr\\  or  February  following,  and  having  there  dif- 
pofcd  of  their  effeds,  return  ior  Manila  Ibmetimc 
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in  March,  where  they  generally  arrive  in  June ;  fo 
that  the  whole  voyage  takes  up  very  near  an  en- 
tire year  :  For  this  reafon,  though  there  is  often 
no  more  than  one  fhip  employed  at  a  time,  yet 
there  is  always  one  ready  for  the  fea  when  the  other 
arrives  \  and  therefore  the  commerce  at  Manila  arc 
provided  with  three  or  lour  ftout  Ihips,  that,  in 
cafe  of  any  accident,  the  trade  may  not  be  lufpcml- 
ed.  The  iargcit  of  thefe  ihips,  v/hofe  name  I 
have  not  learnt,  is  dcfcribed  as  little  lefs  than  one 
of  our  firil  rate  men  of  war,  and  indeed  fhe  mult 
be  ot  an  enormous  fize  •,  lor  it  is  known,  that 
when  flie  was  cmploycai  with  other  Ihips  from  the 
fame  port,  to  cruife  ior  our  Chhia  trade,  fhe  had 
no  Icis  than  twelve  hundred  men  on  board.  Their 
other  Hiips,  though  tar  inferior  in  bulk  to  this, 
are  yet  ftout  large  veli'els,  of  the  burtlun  of  twelve 
hundred  tun  and  upwards,  and  ufually  carry  from 
three  hundred  and  fiity  to  fix  hundred  hands, 
palR'ngers  include^'.,  wiih  fifty  oiiii  ^i^uns.  .As 
tiicie  are  all  King's  fhips,  commiirioncd  and  paid 
by  him,  there  is  ufually  one  of  the  Captains,  wlio 
is  filled  the  General,  and  who  carries  the  royal 
flandard  of  Spain  at  the  main-top  gallant  mafi' 
head,  as  we  Ihall  more  particularly  obfcrve  here- 
after. ;  , 

And  now,  having  defcribed  the  port  of  Mimiui 
and  the  Ihipping  they  employ,  it  is  neccflary  to 
give  a  more  circumftantial  Getail  of  their  naviga- 
tion. The  Ihip  having  received  her  cargoc  on 
board,  and  being  htted  for  the  fea,  generally  weighs 
from  the  mole  of  Cat/itc  about  the  middle  ol  Juiy^ 
taking  the  advantage  of  the  wcilerly  monfoon, 
which  then  lets  in,  to  carry  them  to  fea.  It  ap- 
pears by  the  chart  already  referred  to,    that  the 
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getting  through  the  Boccadero  to  the  eaftward  muft 
be  a  troubleibmc  navigation,  and  in  fadt,  it  is 
fometimes  the  end  of  Auguji  before  they  get  clear 
of  the  land.  When  they  have  got  tiirough  this 
paflage,  and  are  clear  of  the  Illands,  they  Hand 
to  the  northward  of  the  caft,  in  order  to  get  into 
the  latitude  of  qo  odd  degrees,  where  they  cx- 
pei5l  to  meet  with  wefterly  winds,  before  which 
tiicy  run  away  for  the  coaft  of  California.  To 
give  a  better  idea  of  the  track  which  they  hold  in 
this  navigation,  I  have  inferted,  towards  the  latter 
rnd  of  the  third  book,  the  copy  of  a  luaniifcript 
chart,  which  was  taken  on  board  one  of  thefc 
I'liips,  containing  all  that  Ocean  between  the  Philip- 
pine  Iflands  and  the  coaft  of  Mexico,  in  wliich  I 
have  laid  c^'wn  the  particular  route  of  this  vcITel, 
both  in  her  pafiage  from  Manila  to  Acapulcn,  and 
:rom  Acapuko  back  again.  In  this  chart  (as  it 
was  drawn  for  the  ufe  of  the  SpaniPiGtwtrAX)  there 
;  re  contained  all  the  difcoveries  which  the  Manila 
:^)ips  have  at  any  time  made  in  tnverfing  this  vaft 
Ocean  ;  whence  it  a^ipears  what  minute  and  incon- 
fiderable  fragments  of  land  are  difperfed  in  that 
prodigious  fea  -,  and  it  is  moft  remarkable,  that  by 
the  concurrent  tellimony  of  all  the  Spanifi  Navi- 
gators, there  is  not  one  port,  nor  even  a  tolerable 
road  as  yet  found  out  betwixt  the  Philippine  Iflands 
and  the  coaft  of  California  and  Mexico  •,  fo  that 
i'om  the  time  the  Manila  n->ip  firft  lofcs  fi>;ht  of 
Ip.nd,  Ihe  never  lets  go  licr  anchor  till  ftic  arrives 
on  the  coaft  of  Califcrnia,  and  very  often  not  till 
r.e  gets  to  its  fouthermoft  t- xtremity  :  And  there- 
tore  as  this  voyage  is  rarely  of  Icls  than  fix  months 
continuance,  and  the  fhip  is  deep  laden  with  mer- 
chandise and  crowded  \v'ith  people,  it  may  appear 
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^•ondcrful  how  they  ran  be  fuppllcd  with  a  (lock 
of  frefh  water  tor  lb  long  a  time  j  and  indeed  tlu'ir 
method  of  procuring  it  is  extremely  fmgular,  and 
dcfcrvcs  a  very  particular  recital.  . 

It  is  v,^ell  known  to  thofe  who  are  acquaintcti 
with  the  Spanijh  cuftoms  in  the  South-Seas,  that 
their  water  is  prefeivcd  on  (hip-board,  not  in  calks, 
but  in  earthen  jars,  which  in  fome  fort  refemblc 
the  large  oil  jars  we  often  fee  in  Europe.  When 
the  Manila  (hip  firft  puts  to  fca,  they  take  on 
board  a  much  greater  quantity  of  water  than  can 
be  Itowcd  between  decks,  and  the  jars  which  con- 
tain it  arc  hung  all  about  the  (hrouds  and  (lays, 
fo  as  to  exhibit  at  a  didance  a  very  odd  appearance. 
And  though  it  is  one  convenience  of  their  jars  that 
they  are  much  more  manageable  than  calks,  and 
are  liable  to  no  leakage,  unlefs  they  are  broken 
yet  it  is  lufHciently  obvious,  that  a  fixth,  or  even 
a  three  months  ftore  of  water  could  never  be  (low- 
ed in  a  fhip  fo  loaded,  by  any  management  what- 
iiacver  •,  and  therefore,  without  foine  other  fupply, 
this  navigation  could  not  be  performed  :  A  fuppl; 
indeed  they  have,  but  the  reliance  upon  it  fccni^ 
at  firft  fight  fo  extremely  precarious,  that  ii  i':. 
wonderful  fuch  numbers  Ihould  rifque  the  penOv 
in^  by  the  moft  dreadful  of  all  deaths,  on  tlit 
cxpedation  of  fo  cafual  a  circumftanq?.  In  ihmr, 
their  only  method  of  recruiting  their  ivatcr  ib  by 
the  rains,  which  they  meet  with  between  the  lati- 
tudes of  30  and  40^  North*  ^nd  whicli  they  arc  al- 
ways prepared  to  catch :  For  this  purpofe  they  take 
to  fea  with  them  a  great  number  of  mats,  which 
they  place  (lopiiigly  againft  th^  gunwale,  whenever 
the  rain  defcends  •,  thefe  mats  extend  from  one  end 
of  the  (hip  to  the  other,  and  their  iQwer  edges  rell: 
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Crt  a  large  fpllt  bambocy  fo  that  all  the  water  which 
fells  on  the  mats  drain  into  the  bamboe,  and  by 
this,  as  a  trough,  is  conveyed  into  a  jar  •,  and  this 
method  of  fupplying  their  water,  however  acci- 
dental and  extraordinary  it  may  at  firft  fight  ap- 
pear, hath  never  been  known  to  tail  them,  lb  that 
it  is  common  for  tliem,  when  their  voyage  is  a  lit- 
tle longer  than  ufual,  to  fill  all  their  water  jars  fe- 
/eral  times  over.    "-^  '=  '   •    '       ti     ii      . 

However,  though  their  difircfTes  for  frcHi  water 
are  much  fliort  of  what  might  be  expected  in  (6  te- 
dious a  navigation,  yet  there  are  other  inconvcnien- 
cies  generally  attendant  upon  a  long  continuance  at 
fea,  from  which  they  are  not  exempted.  The 
principal  of  thcfe  is  tiie  fcurvy,  which  fometimcs 
rages  with  extreme  violence,  a:nd  dcftroys  great 
numbers  of  the  people  j  but  at  other  times  their 
paffage  to  Acapulco  (of  which  alone  I  would  be 
here  underftood  to  Ipeiik)  is  performed  with  little 
lofs. 

The  length  of  time  employed  in  this  paflage,  fo 
much  beyond  what  ufually  occurs  in  any  other  na- 
vigation,  is  perhaps  in  part  to  be  imputed  to  the 
indolence  and  unlkilfulncfs  of  the  Spanijh  failors^ 
and  to  an  unneceirary  degree  of  caution  and  con- 
cern for  fo  rich  a  vcflei :  For  it  is  faid,  that  they 
never  fet  their  main  fail  in  tiie  night,  and  often  lie 
by  unneccflTarily.  And  indeed  the  inftru6lions  gi- 
ven to  their  Captains  (which  1  have  fecn)  feem  to 
hiTve  been  drawn  up  by  fuch  as  were  more  appre- 
henfive  of  too  ftrong  u  gale,  though  favourable, 
than  of  the  inconveniencif^  and  niovtality  attending 
:i  iipjjring  and  tedious  voyage  i  lor  the  Captain  is 
r  ;f'K  ularly  ordered  to  miilvC  his  pauage  in  the  kti- 
i. .!.!::  v:  ;jo  degrees  if  pofiiblc,  ,x\\l  to  be  extremely 
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careful  to  (land  no  faichcr  to  the  northward  than  is 
abfohitcly  neccflary  tor  the  getting  a  wefterly  wind. 
Thif!,  according  to  our  conceptions,  aj.  pears  to  he 
a  very  abfurd  reRriction  •,  fince  it  c:n  Icarccly  be 
doubted,  but  that  in  the  liighcr  latitudes  the  well- 
erly  winds  are  much  fteather  and  brifker  than  in  the 
latitude  of  30  degrees  :  So  that  the  whole  conduct 
of  this  navigation  feems  liable  to  very  great  ccn- 
fure.     For  if  inftcad  of  fleering  E.  N.  E.  into  the 
latitude  of  30  odd  d.^irrces,  they  at  firlt  flood  N.  E, 
or  even  ftill  more  noriiierly,  into  the  latitude  of 
40  or  45  degrees,  in  pnrt  of  v/hich  courfc  the  trade- 
winds  would  greatly  afTifl  them,    I  doubt  not  but 
by    this    management     they    might    confiderably 
contraft   their  voyaf  %    and    perhaps  perform   it 
in  half  the  time,  v  nicli  is   now  allotted   for  ir  ; 
for  in  the  journaL  I  have  feen  of  th*!fe  voyagci 
it  appears,  tliat  they  are  often  a  month  or  fix  weeks 
after  their  laying  the  land,  before  they  get  into  the 
latitude  of  70   degrees  ;    whereas,   with   a  more 
northerly  coiirfe.  it  might  eafily  be  done  in  a  fourth 
part  of  the  time  ;    and  when  they  were  once  well 
i.ivanccd  to  tiK   northward,    the  wefterly  wind^ 
would  foon  blow  them  over  to  t'iC  coaft  of  Caii- 
fcniiry    iind  tlicy  would  be  thereby  freed  from  the 
other  cmbarafmcnts,  to  which  they  are  now  fub- 
jeLled,  only  at  the  expence  of  a  rough  fea  and  a 
tlilf  gale.     And  this  is  not  merely  matter  of  fpe- 
cdlation  ;  for  I  am  credibly  informed,  that  about 
ihc  year   17:1,    a  French  fhip,  by  purfuing  th'*^ 
courfe,  r.m  trom  the  coaft  of  C7^/»rt  to  the  valley  of 
yancUras  011  the  coaft  of  Alexico,  in  lefs  than  fifty 
davt'  :   Bar  it  was  fiid  that  this  fhip,  notwithftand- 
iiig  the  fiiorrnc'.s  of  her  pafTige,   fuifercd  prodi- 
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gioufly  by  the  fcurvy,  fo  that  fhe  had  only  four  or 
five  of  her  crew  left  when  ihe  arrived  in  America. 

However,  I  (hall  defcant  no  longer  on  the  pro- 
bability of  performing  this  voy.ige  in  a  much  fliorter 
time,  but  Ihall  content  myfeif  with  reciting  the 
actual  occurrences  of  the  prefent  navigation.  The 
Manila  fhip  having  Hood  fo  far  to  the  northward 
as  to  meet  with  a  weftcriy  wind,  ilrcichcs  away 
nearly  in  the  fame  latitude  for  the  coalt  of  Cali" 
forma  :  And  when  Die  has  rim  into  the  longitude 
of  96  degrees  from  Cape  Ejpritii  Santo^  flic  gene- 
rally meets  with  a  plant  floating  on  tiie  fe;i,  v/hich, 
being  called  Porra  by  the  Spaniards^  is,  I  prefume, 
a  fpecies  of  fea-leek.  On  the  fight  of  this  plant 
they  efteem  themfelves  fufficiently  near  the  Califor- 
ijian  fhore,  and  immediately  lUnd  to  the  fouth- 
ward  i  and  they  rely  fo  much  on  this  circumrtancc, 
that  on  the  firft  difcovery  of  the  plant  the  whole 
(hip's  company  chaunt  a  folemn  Te  Deum,  cftcem- 
ing  the  difficulties  and  hazards  of  their  paflage  to 
be  now  at  an  end ;  and  they  conftantly  corredt  their 
longitude  thereby,  without  ever  coming  within 
fight  of  land.  After  tailing  in  with  thefe  Sicxs, 
as  they  denominate  them,  they  ftccr  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  wit!>oiit  endeavouring  to  fall  in*with  tlic 
coaft,  till  they  have  run  into  a  lower  latitude  •,  for 
as  there  arc  many  iflanJs,  and  fome  flioais  adjacent 
to  Calif oniia^  the  exlitnie  caution  of  the  Spar.ip 
Navigators  makes  ihcm  very  npprchenfive  ol  be- 
ing engaged  with  the  land ;  however,  when  tliey 
draw  near  its  fourhern  extremity,  they  venture  to 
hale  in,  both  for  ihc  fake  uf  making  Cape  St.  T.ucas 
to  afcertain  tlicii-  reckoning,  and  alio  to  receive  in- 
telligence from  the  Indiri:  inhabitants,  whctln  r  t  r 
no  there  arc  any  enemies  on  the  coal):  i  and  this  lalt 
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6rcumftancc,  which  is  a  particular  article  in  the 
Captain's  inllruftions,  makes  it  neceflary  to  men- 
tion the  late  proceediiigs  oi"  the  Jeiuits  amongft  the 
Californian  Indians. 

Since  the  iirft  difcovery  of  Califoniia,  there  have 
been  various  wandring  Miflionaries  who  have  vi- 
fitcd  it  at  difFerent  times,  though  to  little  purpofe ; 
but  of  late  years  the  Jefuits,  encouraged  and  fup- 
ported  hy  a  large  donation  from  the  Marquis  de 
Valero,  a  moft  munificent  bigot,  have  fixed  them- 
felves  upon  the  place,  and  have  eftablifHed  a  very 
confidcrable  million.  Their  principal  fettlemcnt 
lies  juft  within  Cape  St.  Lucas,  where  they  h.we 
collected  a  great  number  of  favages,  and  have  en- 
deavoured to  inure  them  to  agriculture  and  other 
mechanic  arts  :  And  their  efforts  have  not  been 
altogether  inelTcdlual  \  for  they  have  planted  vines 
:it  their  fettlements  with  very  g(.od  fiiccefs,  fo  that 
they  already  make  a  '"oiifiucrablc  quantity  of  wine, 
refembling  m  flavour  the  inferior  forts  of  Madera, 
which  begins  to  be  tl^ccmed  in  the  neighbouring 
kingdom  of  Mexico.  ,       , 

ihc  Jefuits  then  being  thus  firmly  rooted  on 
Ciilifornia,  they  have  alrcatiy  extended  their  jurif- 
dii'tion  qwitc  acrofs  the  country  from  fea  to  fea, 
a'vl  :ae  endeavouring  to  fpread  their  mfluencc  far- 
ther to  the  nortiiwardi  with  which  view  they  have 
n*.uJe  feveral  expeditiom  up  the  gulf  between  Ca- 
Lijjinia  and  Mexico^  in  order  to  difcover  the  nature 
ol  the  acijacent  countries,  all  which  they  hope  here 
after  to  bring  under  tlieir  power.  And  being  thus 
crccupicd  in  advancing  the  interefts  of  their  fociety, 
it  i:;  liO  wonder  if  fome  fliare  of  attention  is  en- 
gaged about  the  fecurity  of  the  Manila  fliip,  in 
Viuch  their  Coa^'eRts  at  Manila  are  fo  deeply  con- 
cerned. 
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ccrned.  For  this  purpofe  there  are  refreihrnents^ 
as  fruits,  wine,  water,  ^c,  conftantly  kept  in  rea- 
dineis  tbr  her  j  and  there  is  befides  care  taken  at 
Cape  St.  Lucas,  to  look  out  for  any  fhip  of  the 
enemy,  which  might  be  cruifing  there  to  intercept 
her  i  this  being  a  ftation  where  fhe  is  conftantly 
expected,  and  where  Ihe  has  been  often  waited  for 
and  fought  with,  though  generally  with  little  fuc- 
cefs.  In  confcquence  then  of  the  meafures  mutu- 
ally fettled  between  the  Jefuits  of  Manila  and  their 
brethren  at  California,  the  Captain  of  the  galeon  is 
ordered  to  fall  in  with  the  land  to  the  northward  of 
Cape  St.  Lucas,  where  the  inhabitants  arc  direded, 
on  fight  of  the  veffcl,  to  make  the  proper  figniils 
with  fires  ;  and  on  difcovering  thefe  iires,  the  Cap- 
rain  is  to  fuid  his  launch  on  fliorc  with  twenty 
men,  well  armed,  who  arc  to  carry  with  them  the 
letters  from  the  Convents  at  Manila  to  the  Califor- 
nian  MilTionaries,  and  are  to  bring  back  the  rcfrefh- 
niLnts  which  will  be  prepared  for  them,  and  like- 
wife  intelligence  whether  or  no  there  arc  any  enemies 
on  the  couft.  And  if  the  Captain  finds,  from  the 
account  which  is  fent  him,  that  he  has  nothing  to 
fear,  he  is  dire6tcd  to  proceed  for  Cape  St.  Lucns^ 
and  thence  to  Cape  Corientes,  after  which  he  is  to 
coiift  it  along  for  the  port  of  Acapuko. 

The  moil  ufual  time  of  the  arrival  of  tlie  galeon 
ziAcapulco  is  towards  the  middle  of  Jonuc.ry  :  But 
this  navigation  is  fo  up.certain,  that  Hie  fomctimca 
gets  in  a  month  fooner,  and  at  other  times  has  been 
detained  at  fea  above  a  month  longer.  The  port 
of  Acapulco  is  by  much  the  feciueft  luid  fireft  in  all 
the  northern  parts  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  -,  being,  as 
it  were,  a  bafon  furroundcd  by  very  high  moun- 
t4iiw  :  But  the  town  is  a  mdit  wretched  place,  and 
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fxtremely  unhealthy,  for  the  air  about  it  is  Co  pent 
up  by  the  hills,  that  it  has  fcarcely  any  circulation. 
The  place  is  befidcs  clcftitute  of  frefh  water,  ex- 
cept what  is  brought  from  a  confiderable  diftanre ; 
and  is  in  all  refpefts  fo  inconvenient,  that  except  at 
the  time  of  the  mart,  whilft  the  Manila  galeon  is  in 
the  port,  it  is  almoft  deferred.  To  compenfate  in 
fome  meafurc  for  the  (hortncfs  of  this  defcription, 
I  have  infertcd,  in  the  fame  plate  with  the  bay  ot 
Manila  above-mentioned,  a  plan  of  this  place  and 
of  its  port  and  citadel,  in  which  arc  likewife  drawn 
the  new  works  which  were  added  on  their  firft  in- 
telligence of  the  equipment  of  our  fquadron.  As 
tliis  plan  was  taken  from  the  Spaniards,  I  cannot 
anfwer  for  its  accuracy  ;  but  having  fcen  two  or 
fhicc  other  .*^/»/7«//5^  draughts  of  the  place-,  Icon 
I  cive,  by  comparin<;  them  together,  that  tJiis  I 
Iwve  liiere  referred  to  is  not  very  dHhint  from  tlv: 
truth. 

When  the  galeon  arrives  in  this  port,  Ihe  Is  ge- 
nerally moored  on  its  wcllcrn  fide  to  the  tv/o  trees 
marked  in  the  plan,  aaU  her  cargoe  is  delivered 
with  all  poflible  expedition.  And  now  the  town 
of  Jcapuko,  from  almoft  a  folitude,  is  immediate- 
ly thronged  with  Merchants  from  all  parts  o(  the 
kingdom  of  Mexico.  The  cargoe  being  landed  and 
difpofed  of,  the  filver  and  the  goods  intended  for 
Manila  are  taken  on  board,  together  with  provifi- 
ons  and  water,  and  the  fliip  prepares  to  put  to  fea 
with  the  utmoll  expedition.  There  is  intlced  no 
time  to  be  loft  •,  for  it  is  an  exprefs  order  to  tiie 
Captain  to  be  out  of  the  port  of  Acapulco  on  his 
return,  before  the  firft  day  of  April,  N.  S. 

And  having  mentioned  the  goods  intended  for 
Manila,  1  muft  obler\T,  that  the  principal  return  i) 
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filways  made  in  filver,  and  confeqiiently  die  rcH:  of 
the  cargoe  is  but  of  little  account ;  the  other  arti- 
cles, befides  the  filvcr,  being  Ibme  Cochineal  and  ;i 
few  fwect-meats,  the  produce  of  the  /Imerican  fct- 
tlements,  together  with  European  millinery  ware  for 
the  women  at  Manila^  and  fome  SpaniJJ}  winci, 
luch  as  tcnr  and  fherry,  which  are  intended  for  the 
ufe  of  their  Priefts  in  the  adminiflration  of  the  Sa- 
crament. 

And  this  difference  in  the  cargoe  of  the  Ihip  to 
and  from  Mcinila^  occafions  a  very  remarkable  va- 
riety in  the  manner  of  equipping  the  fhip  for  thcfe 
two  different  voyages.  For  the  galeon,  when  fhe 
ffts  fail  from  M^.ni/a^  being  deep  laden  with  a  va- 
riety of  bulky  goods,  (he  has  not  the  conveniency 
of  mounting  her  lower  tire  of  guns,  but  carries 
them  in  her  hold,  till  fhe  draws  nc.ir  Cape  St.  I.ucas^ 
and  is  apprehenfive  of  an  enemy.  Her  hands  too 
are  as  few  as  is  confident  with  tiic  llifety  of  the  Hiip, 
that  (he  may  be  lefs  peftered  with  the  ftowage  uf 
provifions.  But  on  her  return  from  Acapuko.  as 
her  cargoe  lies  in  lefs  room,  her  lower  tire  is  (or 
ought  to  be)  always  mounted  before  flic  leaves  die 
port,  and  her  crew  is  augmented  with  a  fupply  ot 
iailors,  and  with  one  or  two  companies  of  foot, 
which  are  intended  to  reinforce  the  garrifon  at 
Manih  And  there  being  befides  many  Merchants 
who  take  their  pafTage  to  Manila  on  board  tliC  ga- 
leon, her  whole  number  of  hands  on  her  rctui"n  Is 
ufually  little  fhort  of  fix  hundred,  all  which  aie 
eafily  provided  for,  by  rcafon  of  the  fmall  Ilowagc 
neceflary  for  the  filver. 

The  galeon  being  thus  fitted  for  her  return,  the 
Captain,  on  leaving  the  port  o^  Jcapulco^  (leers  for 
the  latitude  of  13?  or  14'^,  and  runs  on  that  pa- 
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fallel,  till  lie  gets  fight  of  the  Ifliand  oF  Guam,  one 
of  the  Ladroties.  In  this  run  the  Captain  is  particu- 
l.uly  directed  to  be  careful  cf  the  fhoals  of  St.  Bar- 
tholojncw,  and  of  the  Ifland  of  Gafparico.  He  is 
alfo  told  in  his  indruflions,  that  to  prevent  his  paf- 
fing  the  Lfalrout-s  in  the  dark,  there  arc  orders  given 
tliar,  through  al!  the  month  of  June^  fires  fhall  be 
ligiUcd  every  night  on  the  highcft  part  of  Guam 
and  Rotn,  ami  kept  in  till  the  morning. 

At  Guam  there  is  a  fmall  Spanijh  garrifon,  (as 
Vriil  be  more  particularly  mentioned  hereafter;  pur- 
pofcly  intended  to  fccure  that  place  for  the  refrefh- 
ment  of  tlie  galcon,  and  to  yield  her  all  theiidiit- 
ance  in  their  power.     However,  the  danger  of  the 
road  at  Guam  is  fo  great,  that  thougli  the  galeon  is 
ordered  to  cill  there,  yet  Ihe  rarely  Hays  above  a 
day  or  two,  but  getting  her  water  and  refrcflinK-nis 
iA\  board  as  foon  as  pollible,  flie  ftecrs  aw^ay  dired 
ly  for  Cape  Efpir'Uu  Santo,  on  the  Illand  of  Samal. 
Jlere  the  Ciptain  is  again  ordered  to  look  out  fur 
fignals-,  and  he  is  told,  thatcentinels  will  be  polled 
not  only  on  that  Cape,  but  likcwife  in  CatanduaUiUy 
Butufiin,  BirriborongCy  and  on  the  Ifland  of  Batan- 
Thele  centinels  are  inftrufted  to  make  a  fire  wlien 
they  difcover  the  fliip,  which  the  Captain  is  care- 
fully to  obferve  :    For  if,  after  this  firft  fire  is  ex- 
tinguifhed,    he   perceives  that  four  or  more  arc 
lighted  up  again,  he  is  then  to  conclude  that  there 
are  enemies  on  the  coafl  ;  and  on  this  he  is  imme- 
diately to  entlcavour  to  fpe.tk  with  the  centinel  on 
Ihore,  aiid  to  procure  from  him  more  particular  in- 
telligeiKC  oi   their  force,  and  of  the  Itation  they 
ciuiic  in  i  purfuant  to  which,  he  is  to  regulate  his 
cuaducl,  and  to  endeavour  to  gain  fome  fecure  pore 
Amonglt  diofc  Iflandi,  without  coming  in  figlit  of 
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the  enemy  ;  and  in  cafe  he  fliould  be  difcovered 
when  in  port,  and  fliould  be  apprchenfive  of  an 
attack,  he  is  then  to  land  his  treafurc,  and  to  take 
fome  of  his  artillery  on  fliorc  for  its  defence,  not 
neglefting  to  fend  frequent  and  particular  accounts 
to  the  city  of  Manila  of  all  that  pafles.  But  if,  af- 
ter the  firft  Hre  on  fliore,  the  Captain  obfcrves  that 
two  others  only  are  made  by  the  ccntinels,  he  is 
then  to  conclude,  that  there  is  nothing  to  fear  : 
And  he  is  to  purfuehisco'irfe  without  interruption, 
and  to  make  the  beft  of  his  way  to  the  port  of  Ca- 
l>i:e^  which  is  the  port  to  the  city  of  Manila^  and 
the  conftant  ftation  for  all  the  fliips  employed  in 
this  commerce  to  Acaptilco, 
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IH  A  V  E  already  mentioned,  in  the  ninth  chap- 
ter, that  the  return  of  our  barge  from  the  port 
of  Acapuko^  where  flie  had  furprizcd  three  Negro 
iilliermen,  gave  u?  inexprcfTible  latisfatftion,  as  we 
learnt  from  our  prifoncrs,  tliat  the  galeon  was  tlien 
preparing  to  put  to  Tea,  and  that  her  departure  was 
Hxed,  by  an  edift  of  thj  Viceroy  of  Mexico,  to  the 
\.\\.\\o'i  Manh^  N.  ^.  that  is,  to  the  3d  of  3/rt/r^, 
according  to  our  reck  tuning. 

What  related  to  this  Manila  fhip  being  the  mat- 
icr  to  which  we  were  motl  attentive,  it  was  ne- 
Cviladly  the  fiiil  article  of  our  examination  •,  but 
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haying  fatisfied  ourfelves  upon  this  head,  wc  then 
indulged  our  curiofity  in  enquiring  after  otlier 
news  V  when  the  prilbners  informed  us,  that  they 
lud  received  intelligence  at  Acapuko^  of  our  hav- 
ing plundered  antl  burnt  the  town  of  Paita  \  and 
thiit,  on  this  occofion,  the  Governor  of  A(apulc(t 
had  augmented  the  fortifications  of  the  place,  and 
had  taken  fevcral  precautions  to  prevent  us  from 
forcing  our  way  into  the  harbour  -,  that  in  particu- 
lar, he  had  placed  a  guard  on  the  Ifland  which  lies 
at  the  harbour's  mouth,  and  that  this  guard  had 
been  withdrawn  but  two  nights  before  the  arrival 
of  our  barge  :  So  that  had  the  barge  fuccccded  in 
her  firfl:  attempt,  or  had  flic  arrived  at  the  port  the 
fecond  time  two  days  fooncr,  Ihe  could  fcarcely 
have  avoided  being  feized  on,  or  if  ihe  had  efcaped, 
it  mud  have  been  with  the  lofs  of  the  greateil  part  of 
Ikt  ci  e\v,  as  flic  would  have  been  under  the  fire  ot 
the  gUard,  before  file  had  known  her  danger. 

The  withdrawing  of  this  guard  was  a  circum- 
ftance  that  greatly  encouraged  us,  as  it  feemed  to 
demoiiiirate,  not  only  that  the  enemy  had  not  as 
yet  dilc(jvered  u^,  but  likewife  that  they  had  now 
1:0  farther  apprchenj^ons  of  our  vifiting  their  coafl. 
Indeed  the  prifoncrs  allured  us,  that  they  Ivid  no 
knowledge  ot  our  being  in  thofe  feas,  and  tiiat  they 
had  therefore  flattered  themfelves,  lIu|,  in  the  long 
liuerval  fince  our  taking  of  -P^u'.^,  we  J\ad  fleered 
another  courfe.  But  we  did  not  caiflder  the  opi- 
nion of  thcfe  Negro  prifoncrs  as  fo  authentick  a 
proof  of  our  being  hitherto  concealed,  as  the  with- 
drawing of  the  guard  trom  the  harbour's  mouth  ; 
ior  this  being  the  adion  of  the  Governor,  was  of 
4II  arguments  the  moit  conviuting,  as  he  might  be 

4  ^  f"P- 


C  343  ) 
iiippofed  to  hare  intelligence,  with  which  the  reft 
of  the  inhabitants  were  unacquainted. 

Satisfied  therefore  that  we  were  undifcovercd,  and 
that  the  time  was  fixed  for  the  departure  of  the 
galeon  from  Acapulco^  we  made  all  neceflfiiry  pre- 
[wrations,  and  waited  with  the  utmoft  impatience 
tor  the  important  day.  As  this  w^'.s  the  3d  of 
March^  and  it  was  the  19th  of  lehruary  when  the 
barge  returned  and  brought  us  our  intelligence, 
the  Commodore  refolved  to  continue  the  greatelt 
part  of  the  intermediate  time  on  his  prefent  ftation, 
to  the  weftwardof  y^ctfp«/f^,  conceiving  that  in  this 
fituation  there  would  be  lefs  danp;er  of  his  being 
feen  from  the  fliore,  which  was  the  only  circum- 
ftance  that  could  deprive  us  of  the  immenfe  trea^ 
fure,  on  whicJi  we  had  at  prefent  fo  eagerly  fixed 
our  thoughts.  During  this  interval,  we  were  em- 
ployed in  fcrulDbing  and  cleanfing  our  fliips  bot- 
toms, in  bringing  them  into  their  moft  advantage- 
ous trim,  and  in  regulating  the  orders,  fignals  ami 
nations  to  be  obferved,  when  we  fliould  arrive  off 
Acapulco,  and  the  time  of  the  departure  of  the  ga- 
leon fliould  draw  nigh. 

And  now,  on  the  firft  of  March,  we  made  the 
high  lands,  ufually  called  the  paps  ovtr  Acapukcy 
and  got  with  all  jwflible  expedition  into  the  fitua- 
tion prcfcribed  by  the  Comnioilore's  orders.  IMie 
t^liftribution  of  our  fquadron  on  this  occafion,  both 
for  the  intercepting  the  galeon,  and  for  the  avoid- 
ing a  difcovery  from  the  Ihore,  was  fovery  judi- 
cious, that  it  well  merits  to  be  dillinftly  dclcribcd. 
The  order  of  it  was  thus  :        !.—'.' 

The  Centuricn  brought  the  paps  over  the  harbniir 
ro  bear  N.  N.  E,  at  fifteen  leagues  diiVancc,  v/iiicli 
vras  a  fufficient  offing  to  prevent  our  bi/ing  Ict-n  by 
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the  enemy.     To  the  wcftward  of  the  Centurhn 
there  was  (Intioned  the  CurmelOi  and  to  the  caftward 
were  tl'.e  Tnvil  Prize,  the  Gloucejler.,  and  the  Car- 
r.:in  :  Theft*  wrrc  all  ranged  in  a  circular  Une,  and 
each  nji[)  was  three  leagues  diftant  from  the  next; 
fo  that  the  Carmelo  and  the  Carmin,  which  were  the 
two  extremes,   were  twelve  leagues  diftant  from 
each  other :    And  as  the   galcon  could,    without 
doubt,  be  difcerned  at  fix  leagues  diftance  from  ei- 
ther extremity,  the  whole  fweep  of  our  fquadron, 
within  which  nothing  could  pafs  undifcovercd,  was 
at  kaft  twenty-four  leagues  in  extent  •,  and  yet  we 
were  lb  conne<f."d  by  our  fignals,  as  to  be  eafily 
^nd  fpeedily  informed  of  what  was  fcen  in  any  part 
of  the  line  :    And  to  render  this  difpofition  ftill 
more  compleat,  and  to  prevent  even  the  pofiibi- 
lity  of  the  galeon's  cfcaping  us  in  the  night,  the 
two  Cutters  belonging  to  the  Centurion  and  the 
GloiL-rJlcr  were  both  manned  and    font  in   (hore, 
and  were  ordered  to  lie  all  day  at  the  dirtanc>" ' ! 
lour  or  five  leagues  from  the  entrance  of  the  ]HMt, 
where,   by  reafon  of  their  fmallnefs,   they  coiiM 
r.ol  poflibly  be  difcovcred  •,  but  in  the  night  ih-y 
were   dire(5lcd  to   ftand   nearer  to   the  harbour^ 
mouth,  and  as  the  light  of  the  morning  came  o?\ 
they  were  to  return  b:!ck  again  to  their  day-poll  ■. 
When  tlie  Cutters  Ihould  firft  difcover  the  Mamui 
iliip,  one  of  them   was  ordered  to  return  to  the. 
fquadron,  and  to  make  a  fignal,  whether  x.W'  ga- 
leon  ilood  to  the   eaftward  vx  to  tlie  weftw.a-.l  ; 
whiiil  rhe  other  was  to  follow  the  p-aleon  at  a  th 
ftance,  ai.d  if  it  grew  dark,  was  to  tlircd  tl\c  '\k\\\x- 
dron  in   t'f.eir  ciuice,  by  ikcwing  talfe  fires.      flu: 
paiticiii.ir  f.tvrition  of  ea-'ii  'hip  and  oi' t'u'  C'uic  !>., 
tjid  thCbcaritr  s  iV^.-'m  each  otiier,  v, l-.i<.h  thrv  v.ur: 
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fo  obfcrvcin  order  to  keep  their  ftations,will  be  bet- 
ter underftood  by  the  delineation  exhibited  in  the 
iwcnty-feventh  plate  ;  a  draught  of  which  was  de- 
livered to  each  of  the  Commanders  at  the  fame  time 
with  their  orders. 

Befides  the  care  we  had  taken  to  prevent  the  ga- 
leon  from  pafling  by  us  unobfervcd,  we  had  not 
been  inattentive  to  the  means  of  engaging  her  to 
advantige,  when  we  came  up  with  her  :  For  ron- 
fidering  the  thinnefs  of  our  hands,  and  the  vaunt- 
ing accounts  given  by  the  Spaniards  of  licr  fizc, 
her  guns,  and  her  ftrength,  this  was  a  confidera- 
tion  not  to  be  neglected.  As  we  fuppofed  that  none 
of  our  Ihips  but  the  Centurion  and  the  Gloucejlcr 
'  were  capable  of  lying  along  fide  of  her,  we  took 
on  board  the  Centurion  all  the  hands  belonging  to 
the  Carmelo  and  the  Carmin^  except  what  were  jufl 
fufficient  to  navigate  thofe  Ihips  \  and  Captain  Saun- 
ders was  ordered  to  fend  from  the  'Tryal  Prize  ten 
Englijhmen^  and  as  many  Negroes,  to  reinforce  the 
urcvi  of  the  Ghucejler  :  And  for  the  encouragement 
of  our  Negroes,  of  which  we  had  a  confiderablc 
number  on  board,  we  promifed  them,  tliat  on  their 
good  behaviour  they  Hioukl  all  have  their  freedom ; 
and  as  they  had  been  almofl  every  day  trained  to 
the  management  of  the  great  guns  tor  the  two  pre- 
ceding months,  they  were  very  well  qualified  to 
be  of  fervice  to  us  ;  and  from  their  hopes  of  li- 
berty, and  in  return  for  th'j  iifage  they  had  met 
with  amongft  us,  tliey  Iccmcd  difpoftJ  to  exert: 
rhcnifelves  to  the  utmoil  ot  tlicir  power. 

And  now  being  thus  prepared  tor  the  reception 
oF  the  guleon,  v.e  expeded,  v/ith  the  utmoft  im- 
patience, the  lb  often  mentioned  third  of  }>Lri'd\ 
tlic  day  fixed  for  her  departure.     And  on  that  day 
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wc  were  all  of  us  moft  eagerly  engaged  In  looking 
out  towards  Acapulco  ;    and  we  were  fo  ftrangely 
prepofleflcd  with  the  certainty  of  our  intelligence, 
and  with  an  affurance  of  her  coming  out  of  port, 
that  fome  or  other  on  board  us  were  conftanrlv 
imagining  that  they  dilcovered  one  of  our  Cutters 
returning  with  a  fignal.     But  to  our  extreme  vexa- 
tion, both  tliis  day  and  the  fucceeding  night  pafled 
over,  without  any  news  of  the  galeon  :    However, 
we  did  not  yet  defpair,  but  were  ail  heartily  M- 
pofed  to  flatter  ourfelves,  that  fome  unforefeen  ac- 
cident had  intervened,  which  might  have  put  olV 
her  departUi'e  for  a  few  days ;  and  fuggeftions  of 
this  kind  occurred  in  plenty,  as  we  knew  th^t  the 
time  fixed  by  the  Viceroy  for  her  failing,  was:  of- 
ten prolonged  on  the  petition  of  the  Merchants  of 
Mexico.     Thus  we  kept  up  our  hopes,  and  did  not 
abate  of  our  vigilance ;    and  as  the  7th  of  March 
was  Sunday  the  beginning  of  Pafllon  week,  which 
is  obfervcd  by  the  Papifts  with  great  flridtnefs,  and 
a  total  celTation  from  all  kinds  of  labour,  fo  that 
no  fhip  is  permitted  to  ftir  out  of  port  during  the 
whole  week,  this^  quieted  our   apprehenfions  tor 
fome  days,  and  difpofcd  us  not  to  expecl  the  galeon 
till  the  week  following.     On  the  Friday  in  this 
week  our.Cutters  returned  to, us,  and  the  officers  on 
board  them  were  very  confident  that  the  galeon 
was  ftill  in  port,  for  that  flie  could  not  poflibly 
have  come  out  but  they  muft  have  ^-t^^n  her.     On 
the  Monday  morning  fucceeding  pafiion  week,  that 
is,  on  the  1 5th  of  M(rjrci&,  the  Cutters  were  again 
difpatched  to  their  old  flation,  and  our  hopes  were 
once  more  indulged  in  as  fanguine  prepoffefiions  as 
before ;  but  in  a  week's  time  our  cagcrncfs  v/as 
greatly  abated,  and  u  general  dejeftion  and  dcfpon- 
I  dency 
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4ency  took  place  in  its  room.  It  is  true,  there 
were  fome  few  amongft  us  who  ftill  kept  up  their 
fpirits,  and  were  very  ingenious  in  finding  out  rea- 
fons  to  futisfy  themlelves,  that  the  difappointment 
we  had  hitherto  met  with  had  only  been  occafioned 
by  a  cafual  delay  of  the  galeon,  which  a  few  days 
would  remove,  and  not  by  a  total  fufpenfion  of  her 
departure  for  the  whole  feafon  :  But  thele  fpecula- 
tions  were  not  relifhed  by  the  generality  of  our  peo- 
ple i  for  they  were  perfuaded  that  the  enemy  had, 
by  fome  accident,  difcovered  our  being  upon  the 
coaft,  and  had  therefore  laid  an  embargo  on  the 
gakoa  till  the  next  year.  And  indeed  this  perfua- 
fion  was  but  too  well  founded  i  for  we  afterwards 
learnt,  that  our  barge,  when  fent  on  the  difcovery 
of  the  port  of  Acapulco^  hqxi  been  fcen  from  the 
Ihore  i  and  that  this  ircumftancc  (no  embarkati- 
ons but  canoes  ever  frequenting  that  coaft)  was  to 
them  a  fufficicnt  proof  of  the  neighbourhood  of 
our  fquaoion  ;  on  which)  they  ftopped  the  galeon 
till  the  fucceeding  year. 

The  Commodore  Kimfelf,  though  he  declared 
not  his  opinion,  was  yet  in  his  own  thoughts  very 
apprehenfive  tliat  we  were  difcovered,  and  that  the 
departure  of  the  galeon  was  put  off;  and  he  had, 
in  confequence  of  this  opinion,  formed  a  plan  for 
polTefling  himfelf  of  Jcapuko  ;  for  he  had  no  doubt 
but  the  treafure  as  yet  remained  in  the  town,  even 
though  the  orders  for  the  difpatching  of  the  galeon 
were  countermanded.  lAdeed  the  place  was  too 
"well  defended  to  be  carried  by  an  open  attempt  ; 
for  befides  the  garrifon  and  the  crew  of  the  galeon, 
there  were  in  it  at  leaft  a  thoufand  men  well  armed, 
who  had  marched  thither  as  guards  to  the  treafure, 
>vhen  it  was  brought  down  from  the  city  of  Mexi- 
co : 


« 


I 


•I 


IHi'l 


•  ( 


*.    ^i 


i|  '  Hi 


li     I'i' 


3 


(348) 

W:  For  the  roads  thereabouts  are  fo  much  inrcfletl 
either  by  independent  Indians  or  fugitives,  that  the 
Spaniards  never  truft  the  filver  without  an  armed 
force  to  prote6l  it.  And  befides,  had  the  ftrength 
of  the  place  been  lefs  confidcrable,  and  fuch  as 
might  have  appeared  not  fuperior  to  the  efforts  ot 
our  fquadron,  yet  a  declared  attack  would  have 
prevented  us  from  receiving  any  advantages  from 
Its  fuccefs  •,  fincc  upon  the  firft  difcovery  of  our 
fquadron,  all  the  treafure  would  have  been  ordered 
into  the  country,  and  in  a  few  hours  would  have 
been  out  of  our  reach  ;  fo  that  our  conquefl  would 
have  been  only  a  defolate  town,  v/here  we  fhouM 
have  found  nothing  that  could  have  been  of  the 
leaft  confequencc  to  us. 

For  thefe  reafons,  the  furprifal  of  the  place  was 
the  only  method  that  could  at  all  anfwer  our  pur- 
pofe  ;  and  therefore  the  manner  in  which  Mr.  An- 
fon  propofed  to  conduft  this  enterprize  was,  by  fet- 
ting  fail  with  the  fquadron  in  the  evening,  time 
enough  to  arrive  at  the  port  in  the  night  ;  and  as 
there  is  no  danger  on  that  coaft,  he  would  have 
Hood  boldly  for  the  harbour's  mouth,  where  he  ex- 
pefled  to  arrive,  and  might  perhaps  have  entered 
it,  before  the  Spaniards  were  acquainted  with  his 
defigns  :  AfToon  as  he  had  nm  into  the  harbour, 
he  intended  to  have  pufht  two  hundred  of  his  men 
on  fliore  in  his  boats,  who  were  immediately  to 
attempt  the  fort  m  irkt  (D)  in  the  plan  mentioned 
in  the  preceding  chapter  •,  wliilft  he,  the  Commo- 
dore, with  his  fhips,  was  employed  in  liring  upon 
the  town,  and  the  other  batteries.  .And  thcle  dil- 
ferent  op^Tations,  which  would  h;i.vc  been  executeii 
with  frreat  regularity,  could  hardlv  have  failed  of 
fucccedirr,  ap.ainft  an  enemy,  who  would  have  been 
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prevented  by  the  fuddennefs  of  the  attack,  and  by 
the  want  of  day-light,  from  concerting  any  mea- 
fures  for  their  deience ;  fo  that  it  was  extremely 
probable  that  we  fiiould  have  carried  the  fort  by 
ftorm  i  and  tlien  the  other  batteries,  being  open 
behind,  muft  have  been  foon  abandoned  ;  after 
which,  the  town,  and  its  inhabitants,  and  all  the 
treafure,  muil  neccflarily  have  fallen  into  our  hands  j 
for  the  place  is  io  cooped  up  with  mountains,  that 
it  is  fciircely  pofilblc  to  ellape  out  of  it,  but  by  the 
great  road,  markt  (I.  I.)  in  the  plan,  wliich  pafTei 
under  the  fort.  'Iliis  was  the  projedl  which  the 
Commodore  had  fettled  in  general  in  lis  thoughts  j 
but  when  he  began  to  inquire  into  Juch  circuixi- 
Ibnces  as  were  neccflluy  to  be  coafidcred  in  order 
to  regulate  the  particulars  ol  its  execution,  he  found 
tiiere  was  a  diiiiculty,  which,  being  infuperable^ 
occafioncd  the  enterprizc  to  be  laid  afidc  :  For  on 
examining  the  prifoners  about  the  winds  which  pre* 
vail  near  the  ihore,  he  learnt  (and  it  was  aftert 
wards  contirmed  by  the  officers  of  our  cutters) 
tiiar  nearer  in  flvore  the-re  was  always  ^  dead  calpj 
for  the  greateft  part  of  the  night,  and  that  towards 
morning,  when. a  gale  Jprung  up,  it  conftantly 
blew  off  the  land  -,  fo  that  tlie  fetting  fail  irom  our 
prefent  ftation  in  the  evening,  and  arriving  at  AcUf 
/>«/^<?  before  day-light,  was  impolTiblc.  ^'  ? 

Tills  feheme,  as  hath  been  laid,  was  formed  by 
the  Commodore,  upon  a  fuppofition  that  the  galeoii 
was  detained  till  the  next  year  :  But  as  this  was  4 
matter  of  opinion  only,  and  not  founded  on  Intel-, 
ligcnce,  and  there  was  a  poflibility  that  flie  mighc 
ftill  put  to  fea  in  a  lliort  time,  the  Commodore 
thought  it  prudent  to  continue  his  cruife  upon  this 
ilation,  as  long  as  the  neccflary  attention  to  hi^ 
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ftores  of  wood  and  water,  and  to  the  convenient 
fcafon  for  his  future  paflage  to  China,  would  give 
him  leave  s  and  therefore,  as  the  cutters  had  been 
ordered  to  remain  before  Acapulco  till  the  23d  of 
March,  the  fquadron  did  not  change  its  pofition 
till  that  day  ;    when  the  cutters  not  appearing,  we 
were  in  fome  pain  for  them,  apprehending  they 
might  have  fuffered  either  from  the  enemy  or  the 
weather  ;  but  we  were  relieved  from  our  concern 
the  next   morning,    when  we    difcovered    them, 
though  at  a  great  diftance  and  to  the  leeward  of  the 
fquadron  :  We  bore  down  to  them  and  took  them 
up,  ind  were  informed  by  them,  that,  conforma- 
ble to  their  orders,  they  h^d  left  their  ftation  the 
day  before,  without  having  feen  any  thing  of  the 
galeon  ;  and  we  found,  that  the  reafon  of  their  be- 
ing fo  far  to  the  leeward  of  us  was  a  ftrong  current, 
which  had  driven  the  whole  fquadron  to  windward. 
And  here  it  is  neceffary  to  mention,  that,  by  in- 
formation which  was  afterwards  received,    it  ap- 
peared that  this  prolongation  of  our  cruife  was  a 
very  prudent  meafure,    and  afforded  us  no  con- 
temptible chance  of  feizing  the  treafure,  on  which 
we  had  fo  long  fixed  our  thoughts.     For  it  feems, 
after  the  embargo  was  laid  on  the  galeon,  as  is  be- 
fore-mentioned, the  perfons  principally  interefted 
in  the  cargoe  fent  feveral  expreffes  to  Mexico,  to 
beg  that  flie  might  fiill  be  permitted  to  depart : 
For  as  they  knew,    by  the  accounts  fent  from 
Paita,  that  we  had  not  more  than  three  hundred 
men  in  all,  they  infifted  that  there  was  nothing  to  be 
feared  from  us  •,  for  that  die  galeon  (carrying  above 
twice  as  many  hands  as  our  whole  fquadron)  would 
be  greatly  an  overmatch  for  us.     And  though  the 
yiceroy  was  inflexible  j  yet,  on  the  account  of 
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their  reprefentatlon,  fhe  was  kept  ready  for  thd 
fea  for  near  three  weeks  after  the  firft  order  came 
to  detain  her. 

When  we  had  taken  up  the  Cutters,  all  the  fliips 
being  joined,  the  Commodore  made  a  fignal  to 
fpeak  with  their  Commanders  -,  and  upon  enquiry 
into  the  flock  of  frefh  water  remaining  on  board  the 
fquadron,  it  was  found  to  be  fo  very  (lender,  that 
we  were  under  a  neceflity  of  quitting  our  ftation 
to  procure  a  frelh  fupply :    And  confulting  what 
place  was  the  propereft  for  this  purpofe,  it  was 
agreed,  that  the  harbour  of  Scguataneo  or  Chequetan 
being  the  neareft  to  us,  was,  on  that  account,  tlie 
moft  eligible  -,   and  it  was  therefore  immediately 
refolved  to  make  the  beft  of  our  way  thither  :  And 
that,  even  while  we  were  recruiting  our  water, 
we  might  not  totally  abandon  our  views  upon  the 
galeon,  which  perhaps,  upon  certain  intelligence 
of  our  being  employed  at  Chqueian,  might  ven- 
ture to  flip  out  to  fea,  •  our  Cutter,    under  the 
command  of  Mr.  Hughes^  the  Lieutenant  of  the 
Tryal  Prize,  was  ordered  to  cruife  off  the  port  of 
Acapulco  for  twenty -four  days  •,  that  if  the  galeon 
fliould  fet  fail  in  that  interval,  we  might  be  fpeedi- 
iy  informed  of  it.     In  purfuance  of  thefe  refolu- 
tions  we  endeavoured  to  ply  to  the  weftward,  to 
gain  our  intended  port,  but  were  of^en  interrupted 
in  our  progrefs  by  calms  and  adverfe  currents  : 
In  thefe  intervals  we  emphjyed  ourfelves  in  taking 
out  the  moft  valuable  part  of  the  cargoes  of  the 
Carmelo  and  Carmin  prizes,  which  two  Ihips  we  in- 
tended to  deftroy  as  foon   as   we  had  tolerably 
cleared  them.      By  the  firft  of  April  wo  were  (a 
far  advanced  towards  Seguatmeoy  that  we  thought 
it  expedient  to  fend  out  two  boat?,  that  they  might 
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range  along  the  coafl,  and  difcovcr  the  watering- 
place  -,  they  were  gone  Tome  days,  and  our  water 
being  now  very  fliort,  it  was  a  particular  felicity 
to  us  that^we  met  with  daily  liipplies  of  turtle, 
for  had  we  been  entirely  contined  to  fait  provi- 
fions,  we  mull  iiavc  fuffered  ^tremely  in  fo  warm 
0  climate.  Indeed  our  prefent  circumftances  were 
fufficiently  alarming,  and  gave  the  moft  confide- 
rate  amonglT:  us  as  much  concern  as  any  of  the 
numerous  perils  we  had  hitherto  encountered  ;  for 
our  boats,  as  wc  conceived  by  their  not  returning, 
had  not  as  yet  diicovcred  a  place  proper  to  water 
at,  and  by  the  Icaiyige  of  jur  cafk  and  other  ac- 
cidents, \Ve  had  not  ten  days  water  on  board  the 
whole  fquadron  :,  So  that  from  the  known  difficul- 
ty of  procuring  v/ater  on  this  coaft,  and  the  little 
reliance  w^  liad  on  the  Buccaneer  writers  ( the 
only  guides  we  had  to  trull  to)  we  wei:e  appre- 
Iienfive  of  being  foon  cxpofed  to  a  calamity,  the 
moil  terrible  of  any  in  the  long  dilh/eartning  cata- 
logue of  the  diflrefles  of  a  fea-faring  life.         | 

But  thefe  gloomy  fuggeftions  were  foon  happily 
ended  ;  for  our  boats  returned  on  the  5th  of  ^nV, 
having  difcovered  a  place  proper  for  our  purpofe, 
about  feven  miles  to  the  weftward  of  the  rocks 
o^  Seguataneo,  which,  by  the  defeiption  they  gave 
of  it,  appeared  to  be  the  port,  called  hy  jpampier 
the  harbour  of  Cbequeian.  The  Itjccefs  of  our 
boats  was  highly  agreeable  ^tQ  us,  and  they  were 
ordered  out  a^ain  the  next  ,day,  to  ibund  die  har- 
bour and  its  entrance,  whicti,they  ha^  reprefented 
as  very  narrow.  At  their  return  tliey  reported  the 
place  to  be  free  from  any  danger  •,  fo  that  on  the 
7th  we  flood  in,  and  that  evening  came  to  an 
anchor  in  eleven  fathom.    The  Clouccjler  came  to 
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an  anchor  at  the  fame  time  with  us ;  but  the  Car* 
tnelo  and  the  Carmin  having  fallen  to  leetvard,  the 
Tryal  Prize  was  ordered  to  join  them,  and  to 
bring  them  in,  which  in  two  or  three  days  fhe 
cffefted. 

Thus,  after  a  fotir  months  continuance  at  fca, 
from  the  leaving  of  ^ii>o,  and  having  but  Cix 
days  water  on  boards  we  arrived  in  tKe  harbour  of 
Cbequetan^  the  defcription  of  which,  and  of  the 
adjacent  coaft,  (hall  be  the  bufincfs  of  the  enfu- 
ing  chapter. 
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CHAP.    XII. 

befcrlption  of  the  harbour  of  Cbequeian^  sind 
of  the  adjacent  coaft  and  country. 

TH  E  harbour  of  Chequetan^  which  we  here 
propofe  to  defcribe,  lies  in  the  latitude  of 
17^  :  36' North,  and  is  about  thirty  leagues  to 
the  weftward  oi  Acapulco.  It  h  eafy  to  be  dif- 
covered  by  any  fliip  that  will  keep  well  in  with 
the  land,  cfpecially  by  fuch  as  range  down  coaft 
from  JcapulcOi  and  will  attend  to  the  following 
particulars. 

There  is  a  beach  of  fand,  which  extends  eigh- 
teen leagues  from  the  harbour  of  Acapulco  to  the 
weftward,  againft  whi(  '1  the  fea  breaks  with  fuch 
violence,  that  it  is  impoflible  to  land  in  any  part 
of  it :  But  yet  the  ground  is  fo  clean,  that  ftiips, 
in  the  fair  feafon,  may  anchor  in  great  fafety,  at 
the  diftance  of  a  mile  or  two  from  the  Ihore.  The 
land  adjacent  to  this  beach  is  generally  low,  full 
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of  villages,  and  planted  with  a  great  numb.  oF 
trees ;  and  on  the  tops  of  fome  fmall  cmincncies 
there  are  fevcral  look-out  towers  ;  fo  that  the  face 
of  the  country  affords  a  very  agreeable  profpcdl  : 
For  the  cultivated  part,  which  is  the  part  here 
defcribed,  extends  fome  leagues  back  from  the 
fhore,  and  there  appears  to  be  bounded  by  the 
chain  of  mountains,  which  ftrctch  to  a  confidcia- 
ble  dillance  on  either  fide  of  Acapuko.  It  is  a 
mod  remarkable  particularity,  that  in  this  whole 
extent,  being,  as  hath  been  mentioned,  eighteen 
leagues,  and  containing,  in  appearance,  the  molt 
populous  and  beil  planted  diftrift  of  the  whole 
coall,  there  fhould  be  neither  canoes,  boats,  nor 
any  other  embarkations  either  for  filhing,  coaftiiig, 
or  for  pleafure. 

The  beach  here  defcribed  is  the  fureft  guide 
for  finding  the  harbour  of  Cheqttetcin ;  for  five 
miles  to  the  wcftward  of  the  extremity  of  this 
beach  there  appears  a  hummock,  which  at  firft 
makes  like  an  ifland,  and  is  in  fhape  not  very 
unhke  the  hill  of  Petaphm,  hereafter  mentioned, 
though  much  fmaller.  Three  miles  to  the  weft- 
ward  of  this  hummock  is  a  white  rock  lying  near 
the  fhore,  which  cannot  cafily  be  pafled  by  unob- 
ferved :  It  is  about  two  cables  length  from  the 
land,  and  lies  in  a  large  bay  about  nine  leagues 
over.  The  weftward  point  of  this  bay  is  the  hill 
o{  Petapkn,  which  is  reprefented  in  the  twenty- 
eighth  plate,  with  the  view  of  the  Iflands  of  .^/i- 
cara  and  ^libo.  This  lull  too,  like  the  foremen- 
tioned  hummock,  may  be  at  firft  miftaken  for  an 
ifland,  though  it  be,  in  reality,  a  peninfula,  which 
h  joined  to  the  Continent  by  a  low  and  narrow 
lilhmus,  covered  over  with  flirubs  and  fmall  trees. 
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The  "bay  of  Seguatanco  extends  froni   this   hill  i 
crrcat  way  to  the  weftward  j    and  it  appears,  by  a 
plan  of  the  bay  of  Petaplan^  which  is  part  of  that 
of  Seguataneo,  and  is  to  be  fccn  in  the  twenty-ninth 
plate,  that  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  hill,  and 
oppofite  to  the  entrance  of  the  bay,  there  is  an 
alTemblage  of  rocks,    which  are  white  from  the 
excrements  of  boobies  and  tropical  birds.     Four 
of  thefe  rocks  are  high  and  large,  and,  together 
v;ith  feveral  other  fmaller  ones,  are,  by  the  help 
of  a  little  imagination,  pretended  to  refemble  the 
form  of  a  crois,  and  are  called  the  in/tte  Friars. 
Thefe  rocks,  as  appears  by  the  plan,  bear  \V.  by 
N.  from  Petapla:i  ;  and  about  f-'vcn  niiies  to  tli.; 
wcftward  of  them  lies  the  harbour  of  Chci'isLini 
which  is   itiU   more  minutely  diftinguiflied  by  a 
large  and  fmgle  rock,  that  riles  out  of  the  water 
a  mile  and  an  half  dillant  from   its  entrance,  and 
bears  S.  I  W.  from  the  middle  of  it.     Tlic  ap- 
pearance of  the  entrance  of  this  harbour  is  very 
accurately  reprefented  in  the  thirtieth  plate,  where 
(e)  is  the  Eaft  point  of  the  harbour,  and  (d)  the 
'"eft,  the  forementioned  rock  being  marked  ( {'), 
In  the  fame  view  (a)  is  a  large  fandy  bay,  but 
where  there  is  no  laiiding  ;  (b)  are  four  remark- 
able white  rocks ;    and  from  the  ifland  (c)  there 
ains  a  large  bay  to  the  weftward. 

Thefe  are  the  infallible  marks  by  which  the  har- 
bour of  Chequetan  may  be  knov/n  to  thofe  who 
keep  well  in  with  the  land  •,  and  I  muft  add,  that 
the  coaft  is  no  ways  to  be  dreaded  from  die  mid- 
dle of  OBoher  to  the  beginning  of  May.,  nor  is 
there  then  any  danger  from  tlie  winds  :  Though 
in  the  remaining  part  of  the  year  there  are  frequent 
*nd  violent  tornadoes,  heavy  ruins,  and  hard  gales 

A  a  2  jr* 


I   ^'' 


V    1 


1 : 


\<   \ 


I'll! 


(356) 

in  all  dirc(5lions  oF  the  compafs.  But  as  to  tho!'< 
■who  keep  at  any  confidcrablc  diftance  from  the 
coaft,  tlicrc  is  no  otlicr  mctliod  to  be  taken  by 
ihem  for  finding  this  harbour,  than  that  of  making 
it  by  its  latitude  :  For  tliere  arc  fo  many  ranges  ot 
mountains  rifing  one  upon  the  back  bf  another 
within  land,  that  no  drawinir.s  of  the  appearance 
of  the  coafl:  can  be  at  all  depended  on,'  when  ofl* 
at  fea  }  for  qvery  little  cliaiige  of  didance  or  vari- 
ation of  pofition  brings  new  mountains  in  \ie\v, 
and  produces  an  infinity  of  different  profpcfts, 
which  WQuJd  render  all  attempts  of  delineating  th, 
af|)e6b  of  the  coafl:  impofTible. 

This  may  fulTice  as  to  the  methods  of  difcovcr- 
ing  the  harbour  of  Che^inetau.  A  plan  of  the  har- 
bour itfelf  is  reprefented  in  the  thirty-firll  plate  •, 
where  it  njipears,  that  its  entrance  is  but  about 
half  a  milt  broad  i  the  two  points  which  form  it, 
and  which  are  faced  with  rocks  that  are  almoft 
perpendicular,  bear  from  each  other  S.  E.  and  N. 
VV.  The  harbour  is  invironed  on  all  fides,  ex- 
cept to  the  weftward,  with  high  mountains  over- 
I'pread  with  trees.  The  pafliige  into  it  is  very  fafc 
un  either  fide  of  the  rock  that  lies  ofF  the  mouth 
of  it,  though  we,  both  in  coming  in  and  going 
out,  left  it  to  the  eaftward.  The  ground  without 
the  harbour  is  j^ravel  mixed  with  ftones,  but  with- 
in it  is  a  foft  mud  :  And  it  muft  be  remembered, 
that  in  coming  to  an  anchor  a  good  kllowatice 
Ihould  be  made  for  a  large  fwell,  which  frequttitly 
caufes  a  great  fend  of  the  fea ;  as  likewife,  for  the 
ebbing  and  flowing  of  the  tide,  wKicli  we  obferVed 
to  be  alxiut  five  feet,  and  that  it  fet  nearly  E. 
and  W. 
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The  watering-place  is  fituated  in  that  part  of 
the  harbour,  which  is  taken  notkre  of  in  the  plan 
for  frefli  water.  This,  during  the  whole  time  of 
our  (lay,  had  the  appearance  of  a  large  (landing 
lake,  without  any  vifible  outlet  into  the  fca,  from 
which  it  is  feparated  by  a  part  of  the  ftrand.  The 
origin  of  this  lake  is  a  fpring  •,  that  bubbles  out  of 
the  ground  near  half  a  mile  within  the  country. 
We  found  the  water  a  little  brackilh,  but  more 
confiderably  fo  towards  the  fea-fide  •,  for  the  nearer 
we  advanced  towards  the  fpring-head,  the  fofter 
and  frefher  it  proved  :  This  laid  us  under  a  necd- 
fity  of  filling  ail  our  cafks  from  the  furtheft  part 
of  the  lake,  and  occafioncd  us  fome  trouble  •,  and 
would  have  proved  (till  more  difficult,  had  it  not 
been  for  our  particular  management,  which  for 
the  conveniency  of  it  dcfcrvcs  to  be  recommended 
to  all  who  (hall  hereafter  water  at  this  place.  Our 
method  confifted  in  making  ufe  of  canoes  which 
drew  but  little  water ;  for,  loading  them  with  4 
number  of  fmall  cafk,  they  eafily  got  up  the  lake 
to  the  fpring-head,  and  the  fmatl  cafl<.  being  there 
filled,  were  in  the  fame  manner  tranfported  back 
again  to  the  beach,  where  fome  of  our  hands  always 
attended  to  ftart  them  into  othei^  cafks  of  a  largev 

jQze, . 

.  Thoush  this  lake,  duriri";  our  continuance  there, 
«^Pjpeared  to  have  no  outlet'  into'thc  lea,  yet  there 
'^Tj^ff^ti  to  fuppofe  that' in  the  Wet  fenfon  k  over- 
flj^ys,.  )iha^,fl:tand,  'ana  comTnimicatcs'  mth  the 
oceahi.fpr  Dawpler^'  \yhO  was  formerly  here, 
fpeaks  of  it  as  a  large  river.  Indeed  there  mult 
be  a  very  great  body  of  water  amafTcd  before  the 
lake  can  rife  high  enough  to  overflow  the  flrand  ; 
fyr  the  neighbourbg  country  is  fo  low,  that  great 
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part  of  it  miift  be  covered  with  water,  before  it 
can  run  out  o\'er  the  beach. 

As  the  country  in  the  neighbourhood,  particu- 
larly the  trad:  which  we  have  already  defcribed, 
appeared  to  be  well  peppled,  and  cultivated,  we 
hoped  thence  to  have  procured  frefli  provifion  and 
ptlier  refrelhments  which  we  ftood  in  need  of, 
With  this  view,  the  morning  after  we  came  to 
an  anchor,  the  Commodore  ordered  a  party  of 
forty  men,  well  armed,  to  march  into  the  coun- 
try, and  to  endeavour  to  dikovcr  fome  town  or 
village,  where  they  were  to  attempt  to  fet  on  foot 
^  correfpcndence  with  the  inhabitants  ;  for  we 
■'•oubted  not,  if  wc  could  have  any  intercpurfc  vvith 
th'jm,  but  that  by  prefents  of  fome  of  the  coarfc 
merchandifc,  with  which  our  prizes  abounded 
(which,  though  of  little  confeqijcnce  to  us,  would 
to  them  be  extremely  valuable)  we  Ihquld  allure 
them  to  furnilh  us  with  whatever  truits  or  frcfh 
provifions  were  in  their  power.  Our  pc<;V'l<^  v'ei'S 
dircdied  on  this  occafion  to  proceed  with  the 
greatcfl  circumlpc6tion,  and  to  make  as  little 
oflcnt.irion  of  hoflility  as  polilblc  j  for  vve  were 
fcnfiblc,  that  we  could  meet  vvith  no  wealth  here 
worth  our  notice,  and  that  what  neceifaiMes  wc 
really  wanted,,  we  fhould  in  all  probability  be  better 
fiipplied  with  by  an  open  amiicable  trafiic,  than  by 
violence  and  <orce  of  arms.  But  this  endea\ouc 
£)f  opening  an  interccurfe  with  the  inhabitants 
proved  ineiTcclual  •,  for  towards  evening,  tl^e  par- 
ty v.hich  had  been  ordered  to  march  into  the 
countiy,  returned  greatly  iatigucd  with  their  ua- 
ufuaj  exercife,  and  fome  ol"  them  fo  far  fpcnt  as 
to  have  fainted  by  the  way,  and  to  be  obliged  to 
ibc  brought  bacl:  upon  the  fliouklers  of  their  com- 
4  *  paniori'), 
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panlons.     They  had  marched  in  all,  as  they  con- 
ceived, about  ten  miles,  in  a  beaten  road,  where 
they  often  faw  the  frefli  dung  of  horfes  or  mules. 
When  they  had  got  about  five  miles  from  the  har- 
bour, the  road  divided  between  the  mountains  into 
two  branches,  one  running  to  the  Eaft,    and  the 
other  to  the  Weft  :.  After  fome  deliberation  about 
the  courfe  they  fhould  take,  they  agreed  to  pur- 
fue  the  caftern  road,    which,  when  they  had  tol- 
lowed  for  fome  time,    led  them  at  once  into  a 
large  plain  or  Savannah  i   on  one  fide  of  which 
they  difcovered  a  centinel  on  horfeback  with  a 
piftol  in  his  hand  :    It  was  fijppofed  that  when 
they  firft  faw  him  he  was  afleep,    but  his  horfe 
ftartled  at  the  glittering  of  their  arms,  and  turn- 
ing round  luadenly  rode  off  with  his  mafter,  who 
was  very  near  being  unhorfed  in  the  furprize,    but 
he  recovered  his  feat,  and  efcaped  only  with  the 
lofs  of  his  hat  and.  his  piftol,   which  he  dropped 
on  the  ground.      Our  people  ran   after  him,    in- 
hopes   of  difcovering  fome  village  or  habitation 
which  he  would  retreat  to,  but  as  he  had  the  ad- 
vantage of  being  on  horfeback,  he  foon  loft  fight 
of  them.     However,  they  were  unwilling  to  come 
back  without  making  fome  difcovery,  and  there- 
fore ftill  followed  the   track  they  were  in  •,    but 
the  heat   of  the  day  encreafing,    and  finding  no 
water  to  quench  their  thirft,    they  were  at  firft. 
obliged  to  halt,  and  then  refolved  to  return  ;    foi- 
as  they  faw  no  figns  of  plantations  or  cultivated 
land,  they  had  no  reafon  to  believe  that  there  was 
any  village  or  fettlement  near  them  :  But  to  leave 
no  means  untried  of  procuring  fome  inierourfc 
vvith    the   people,    the   officers   ftuck    up   ievcral 
poles  in  the  road,  to  which  were  affixed  declara- 
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tfons,  written  in  Spanijh,  encouraging  the  inhabi* 
tants  to  come  -down  to  the  harbour,  and  to  traffic 
•with  uf ,  giving  the  ftrongeft  alTurances  of  a  kind 
reception,  and  faithful  payment  for  any  provifions 
they  Ihould  bring  us.  Tliis  was  doubtlefs  a  very 
prudent  meafure,  but  yet  it  produced  no  effedi 
for  we  never  faw  zry  of  them  during  the  whole 
time  of  our  continuance  at  this  port  of  Chequetan. 
But  had  our  men,  upon  the  divilion  of  the  path, 
faken  the  weftern  road  inftead  of  the  eaftern,  it 
would  foon  have  led  them  to  a  village  or  town, 
which  in  fomti  Spanifit  manufcripts  is  mentioned  as 
being  in  the  neighbourhood  ©f  this  port,  and 
which  we"  afterwards  lear^it  was  not  above  two 
miles  from  that  turning.  .     '  -'  -t 

t^  Andon.tliis  occifion  I  cannot  help  mentioning 
nnother  adventure^  which  happencdftofome  of  our 
people  in -cha  bay  of  P^/«/>//i«,  as  it  may  help  to 
give  tlic  rKiderta  juft  idea  of  the  temper  of  the 
inhabitants- of  this  part  of  the  wold,  Sqme  time 
after  our  arrlva-l  at  Chequetan^  Lieutenant  Brett  was 
fent  by  the  Commodore,  with  two  of  our  boats 
under  his:  command,  to  nomine  the  coaft  to  the 
caftward,  pardcuMy  to  make  obfcrvations  oji  the 
bay  and  watering- place  of  P^/^p/^;?,  a  plan  of  which 
has  been  already  referi^edf^toi  in  this  chapter.  'As 
Mr.  Brvtt  with  one  of  the  boats  was  preparing  to 
go  on  fhore  towards  the  hill  oi  P&tapkn,  hCj-ao 
cidentally  Jookings  »acrofs  the  bay,  perceived,  on 
the  oppofite  tVand,'  three  fmall  fqviadrons  of  horfe 
parading  "pon  the  beach,  and  fceming  to  advance 
towards  the  place  where  he  propofed  to  land.  On 
fight  of  this  he  ininiediately  put  oflf  the  boat, 
though  he  had  but  fixteen  men  with  him,  and 
ftocd  over  the  bay  towards  them :   And  he  foori 
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I  came  near  enough  to  perceive  that  they  were 
mounted  on  very  fightly  horfes,  and  were  armed 
vwth  carbines  and  lances.  On  feeing  him  make 
towards  them,  they  formed  upon  the  beach,  and 
'  feemed  refolved  to  difpute  his  landing,  firing  feve-' 
ral  diftant  (hot  at  htm  as  he  drew  near ;  till  at  laflr- 
the  boat  being  arrived  within  a  reafonable  diftancc 
of  the  moft  advanced  fquadron,  Mr.  Brett  ordered 
his  people  to  fire,  upon  which  this  refolute  cavalry' 
iiiltantly  ran  in  great  confulion  into  the  wood,' 
through  a  fmall  opening,  which  appears  in  the 
plan.;  .in. this  precipitate  flight  one  of  their  horfeit 
tell li own  and  threw  hrs  rider;  but,  whether  he 
was  wounded  or  not,  we  could  not  learn,  for 
both  man  and  horfe  foon  got  up  again,  and  fol- 
lowed the  reft  itifo  the  wood.  In  the  mean  time 
the  other  two' ftjuad|-ons,  who  were  drawn  up  at 
a  great  diftance^  behind,  out  of  the  reach  of  our 
fhot,  were  calm  fpedators  of  the  rout  of  their 
comrades;  for  they  had  halted  on  our  firft  ap- 
proach, and  never  advanced  afterwards.  It  wa» 
doubtlefs  fortunate  for  our  people  that  the  enemy 
a£ted  with  fo  little  prudence,  and  exerted  fo  little 
fpirit  i  for  had  they  concealed  themfelvcs  till  our 
men  had  landed,  it  is  fcarcely  pofiible  but  the 
whole  boat's  crew  muft  have  fallen  into  their 
hands ;  fince  the  Spaniards  were  not  much  fhort 
of  two  hundred,  and  the  whole  number  with 
Mr.  Brett^  as  hath  been  already  mentioned,  only 
amounted  to  fixteen.  However,  the  difcovery  of 
fo  confiderable  a  force,  collected  in  this  bay  of 
Petaplan^  obliged  us  conllantly  to  keep  a  boat  or 
two  before  it  i  For  wc  were  apprehcnfive  that  the 
Cutter,  which  we  had  leit  to  cruife  o^  Acapulco^ 
might,  on  her  return,  be  furprized  by  the  cncmy» 
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if  flie  did  not  receive  timely  information  of  her, 
danger.  But  now  to  proceed  with  the  account  ui 
the  harbour  of  Chequetan. 

After  our  unfuccefstul  attempt  to  engage  the 
people  of  the  country,  to  furnifh  us  with  the  tiecil- 
iai'ies  we  wanted,  we  defilled  from  any  more  en- 
deavours of  the  fame  nature,  and  were  obliged  to 
be  contented  with  what  we  could  procure  for  our- 
felves  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  port.  Wc 
caught  fifli  here  in  tolerable  quantities,  efpecially 
when  the  fmoothnefs  of  the  water  permitted  us  to 
hale  the  Seyne.  Amongll  the  reft,  we  got  here  ca- 
▼allies,  breams,  mullets,  folcs,  fiddle-filh,  fea-eggs, 
and  lobfters  :  And  we  here,  and  in  no  other  place, 
met  with  that  extraordinary  fifh  called  the  TorpedOy 
01  nunibing  fifli,  which  is  in  fnape  very  like  the  fid- 
dle-filh, and  is  not  to  be  known  from  it  but  by  a 
brown  circular  fpot  of  about  the  bignefs  of  a  croWn 
piece  near  the  center  of  its  back  *,  perhaps  its  fig^ire 
will  be  better  underftood,  when  I  ("ay  it  is  a  flat  fifli, 
much  refembling  the  thorn-back.  This  filh,  the 
^orpedoy  is  indeed  of  a  moft  fingular  nature,  pro- 
ductive of  the  ftrangeft  eifeds  on  the  human  body  : 
For  whoever  handles  it,  or  happens  even  to  fet  his 
foot  upon  it,  is  prefently  feized  with  a  numbnefs 
al]  over  him  -,  but  which  is  more  diftinguifhable, 
in  that  limb  which  was  in  immediate  comad  with 
it.  The  fame  effed  too  will  be  in  fome  degree 
produced  by  touching  the  fidi  with  ahy' thing  held 
in  the  hand  \  for  I  myfelf  had  a  fonfidcrabie  degree 
of  numbnefs  conveyed  to  my  riglit  arm,  through  a 
walking  cane  which  I  refted  on  the  body  of  the  filh 
for  fome  time  •,  and  I  make  no  doubt  but  I  fhould 
have  been  much  more  fenfibly  affccled,  had  not  tiie 
fefli  been  near  expiring  when  I  made  the  experiment : 
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jTor  It  Is  obj[ervaUe  thac  this  in^uence  a£ts  with 
taoa  vigpur  when  the  fiih  is  firft  taken  out  of  the 
water,  and  entirely  ceafes  when  it  is  dead,  fo  that  it 
may  be  then  handled  or  even  eaten  without  any  in^ 
convenience.  I  ihall  only  add  that  the  numbnds 
of  my  arm  on  this  occafion  did  not  go  off  on  a  fucj- 
den,  as  the  accounts  of  fome  Naturalifts  gave  me 
reafon  to  expefb,  but  diminilhed  gradually,  fo  that 
I  had  fome  fenfation  of  it  remaining  till  the  next 
day.,, .  •.    -  ;,,  

To  the  account  given  of  the  fifli  we  met  with 
here,  I  muft  add,  that  though  turtle  now  grew 
fcarce,  and  we  met  with  none  in  this  harbour  of 
CbequetaUy  yet  our  boats,  which,  as  I  have  menti« 
oned,  were  ftationed  off  Petaplaft,  often  fupplied 
us  therewith;  and  though  this  was  a  food  that  we 
had  now  been  fo  long  as  it  were  cgnHned  to,  (for  it 
was  the  only  frefh  provifions  which  we  had  tailed 
for  near  fix  months)  yet  we  were  far  from  being 
cloyed  with  it,  or  from  finding  that  the  relifh  we 
had  of  it  at  all  diminilhed. 

The  animals  we  met  with  on  fhore  were  princi- 
pally guanos,  )vith  which  the  country  abounds,  and 
which  are  by  fome  reckoned  delicious  food.  We 
faw  no  beafts  of  prey  here,  except  we  (hould  ef- 
teem  that  amphibious  animal,  the  alligator,  as  fuch, 
feveral  of  which  our  people  difcovered,  but  none 
of  them  very  large.  However,  we  were  fatisned 
that  there  were  great  numbers  of  tygers  in  the 
woods,  though  none  of  them  came  in  fight ;  for 
we  every  morning  found  the  beach  near  the  water- 
ing place  imprinted  very  thick  with  their  footfteps : 
But  we  never  apprehended  any  mifchief  from 
them  i  for  they  are  by  no  means  fo  fierce  as  the 
t<^Jiaffc  or  African  ty^er,   and  are  rarely,  if  ever 
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kncrrrn,  to  attack  mankind.  Birds  were  here  iij 
fufHcient  plenty ;  for  we  had  abundance  of  pheafants 
of  different  kinds,  fome  of  them  of  an  uncommon 
fize,  but  they  were  very  dry  and  taftelefs  food. 
And  befides  thefe  we  had  a  variety  of  fmallcr 
birds,  pardcularly  parrots,  which  we  often  killed 
for  food.   / 

The  fruits  and  vegetable  refrefliments  at  this 
place  were  neither  plentiful,  nor  of  the  beft  kinds : 
There  were,  it  is  trqe,  a  few  bufhes  fcattered  about 
the  woods,  which  fupplied  us  with  limes,  but  we 
fcarcely  could  procure  enqugh  for  our  prefent  ufe  •, 
and  thefe,  with  afmall  plutpb  of  anagreeable  acid, 
called  in  JamaicaXht  Hog-Plumb^  together  with ano•^ 
ther  fruit  called  a  Papab,  w,ere  the  only  fruits  to 
be  found  in  the  woods.  Nor  is  there  any  other  ufe- 
ful  vegetable  here  worth  meritioning,  except  brook- 
lime  :  This  indeed  grew  in  great  quantities  near 
the  frefh- water  banks  •,  and,  as  it  was  efteemed  an 
antitt  orbutic,  we.  fed  upon  it  frequently,  though  its 
j^xtrcme  bitterncfs.made  it  very  unpalatable.  '  ,^^:,. 

Thefe  are  the  articles  moft  worthy  of  notice  in 
this  harbour  of  Qeqitetan.  -  I  /hall  only  mentpq,  a 
pardcular  of  the  coaft  lying  to  the  weftward  0^  it, 
that  to  the  eallward  having  been  ali'eady  defcribed. 
As  Mr.  Anfon  was  always  attentive  to  whatever 
might  be  of  confequencc  to  thofe  who  might  fre- 
quent thefe  feas  hereafter  i  and,  as  we  had  obferv- 
cd,  that  there  was  no  double  land  to  the  weftward  of 
Chequgfatti  which  ftretched  out  to  a  confiderable  di- 
ftance,  with  a  kind  of  opening,  which  appeared 
not  unlike  the  inlet  to  fome  harbour,  the  Commo- 
clore,  foon  after  we  came  to  an  anchor,  fent  a  boat 
to  difcovcr  it  more  accurately,  and  it  was  found, 
on  a  nearer  examinationj  that  the  two  hills,  which 
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formed  the  double  land,  were 'joined  together  by  A 
valley,  and  that  there  was  no  harbour  nor  <helter  be- 
tween them. 

By  all  that  hath  been  faid  it  will  appear,  that  the 
convenlencies  of  this  port  of  Chcquetan,  particularly 
in  the  articles  of  refrelhment,  are  not  altogether 
fuch  as  might  be  defired  :  But  yet,  upon  the  whole, 
it  is  a  place  of  confiderable  confcquence,  and  th« 
knbw!edgc  of  it  may  be  of  great  import  to  future 
chiifers.     For  it  h  the  only  fecure  harbour  in  a  vaft 
extent  of  coaft,  except  Acapulco,  which  is  in  the 
hahds  of  the  enemy.     It  lies  at  a  proper  diftance 
W0m  '/fcopuled  for  the  convenience  of    fuch  fhips 
as-may  nive  afly  deftgns  on  the  Manila  galeon  -,  and 
it  is  a  place,  v^htre  wood  and  water  may  be  taken  in 
with  great  fccurity,  in  defpight  of  the   efforts  of 
the  inhabitants  6f  the  adjacent  diftridt :  For  there  is 
but  one  narrow  path  which  leads  through  the  woods 
into  the  country,  aitd  this  is  eafily  to  be  fecured  by 
a  vci-y  fmall  party;^  dgiifift  all  the  ftrength  the  Spa- 
niards in  th^t  ncighliotjrhood  can  mufter.  After  this 
account  of  Cbe^utm  ^^^  ^^^  coaft  contiguous  to 
it,  we  (haW  Tetirt*n  tbthc  nf<Mtal  of  our  own  proceed- 
.jpgg^ivnvfi--^  5u:  oJ  ^ni\   ...vO'^;:  '  ■    <■        • 
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CHAP.    XIIL 

Our   proceedings    at  Chequetan  and    tin  th$ 
adjacent  coaft,  till  our  fetting  fail  for  JJia, 

TH  E  next  morning,  after  our  coming  to  «« 
anchor  in  the  harbour  of  CheqitetntJ,  we  fent 
about  ninety  of  our  men  well  armed  on  Ihore,  forty 
of  whom  were  ordered  to  march  into  the  country,  as 
hath  been  mentioned,  and  the  remaining  fifty  were 
employed  to  cover  the  watering  place,  and  to  pre- 
vent any  interruption  from  the  natives. 

Here  we  compleated  the  unloading  of  the  Car- 
ffielo  and  Carmin^  which  we  had  begun  at  fea  •,  at 
Jeaft,  we  took  out  of  them  the  indico,  cacao,  and 
cochineal,  with  fome  iron  for  ballad,  which  were 
all  the  goods  we  intended  to  preferve,  though  the/ 
did  not  amount  to  a  tenth  of  their  cargoes.  Here 
too  it  was  agreed,  after  a  mature  confultation,  to 
Cicftroy  the  Tryal*s  Prize,  as  well  as  the  Carmelo  and 
Carmin,  whofe  fate  had  been  before  refolved  on. 
Indeed  the  fhip  was  in  good  repair  and  fit  for  the 
fea  i  but  as  the  whole  numbers  on  board  our  fqu»- 
dron  did  not  amount  to  the  complement  of  a  fourth 
rate  man  of  war,  we  found  it  was  impoffible  to  di- 
vide them  into  three  (hips,  without  renderiftg  them 
incapable  of  navigating  in  fafety  in  the  tempeftuous 
weather,  we  had  reafon  to  expeft  on  the  coaft  of  Chi- 
na, where  we  fuppofed  we  ihould  arrive  about  the 
time  of  the  change  of  the  monfoons.  Thcfe  con- 
fiderations  determined  the  Commodore  to  deftroy 
the  Tryal  Prize,  and  to  reinforce  the  Gloucejler  with 
the  grcateft  part  of  her  crew.     And  in  confequence 
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t\  this  refolve,  all  the  ftores  on  board  the  Tryd 
Prize  were  removed  into  the  other  fiiips,  and  the 
Prize  herfelf,  with  the  Carmelo  and  Carmin^  were 
prepared  for  fcuttling  with  all  the  expedition  we 
were  matters  of;  but  the  ^''^^atcft-  dlfficukies  we 
were  under  in  laying  in  a  ilore  of  water  (which  have 
been  already  touched  on)  together  with  the  necefla- 
ry  repairs  of  our  rigging  and  other  unavoidable  oc- 
cupations, took  us  up  fo  much  time,  and  found  us 
fuch  unexpefted  mployment,  that  it  was  near  the 
end  of  Jpril  before  we  were  in  a  condition  to  leave 
the  place. 

During  our  ftay  here,  there  happened  an  incident, 
which,  as  it  proved  the  means  of  convincing  oiir 
friends  in  England  of  our  fafcty,  which  for  fome 
time  they  had  dcfpaired  of,  and  were  then  in  doubc 
about,  I  fliall  beg  leave  particularly  to  recite.  I  have 
obfcrved,  in  the  preceding  chapter,  that  fiom  this 
harbour  of  Chequetan  there  was  but  one  path-way 
wiiith  led  though  the  woods  into  the  country.  This 
we  found  much  beaten,  and  were  thence  convinced, 
that  it  was  well  known  to  the  inhabitants.  As  it 
paffcd  by  the  fpring-head,  and  was  the  only  avenue 
by  which  the  Spaniards  could  approach  u?,  we,  ac 
fome  diftance  beyond  the  fpring-head,  felled  feve- 
ral  large  trees,  and  laid  them  one  upon  the  other 
acrofs  the  path ;  and  at  this  barricadoe  we  conftantly 
kept  a  guard  :  And  we  befidcs  ordered  our  men  em- 
ployed in  watering  to  have  tl;eir  arms  ready,  and, 
in  cafe  of  any  alarm,  to  march  inftantly  to  this  poft. 
And  though  our  principal  intention  was  to  prevent 
our  being  difturbed  by  any  fudden  attack  of  the  ene- 
my's horfe,  yet  it  anfv/cred  another  purpoCe,  which 
was  not  in  itfelf  lefs  important  •,  this  was  to  hinder 
our  own  people  from   ftraggling  fmgly   into  the 
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tountry,  where  We  had  reafon  to  believe  they  wooU 
be  furprized  by  the  Spaniards^  who  would  doubi 
lefs  be  extremely  folkitous  to  pick  up  fome  of 
thc-m,  in  hopes  of  getting  intelligence  of  our  future 
deiigns.  To  avoid  this  inconvenience,  the  ftri^il 
orders  were  given  to  the  cetmnelsj  to  let  no  perfon 
whatever  pafs  beyond  their  poft :  But  notwithftand- 
ing  this  precaution^  we  mifTed  one  Lewis  Leger^ 
who  was  the  Commodore's  Cook  -,  and  as  he  was  a 
FrencbmaHi  and  fufpedled  to  be  a  Pa  pi  ft,  it  was  by 
fome  imagined  that  he  had  deftrted,  with  a  view 
of  betraying  all  that  he  knew  to  the  enemy  •,  bi?t 
this  appeared*  by  the  event,  to  be  an  ill-grounded 
furmife  -,  for  it  was  afterwards  known,  that  he  had 
been  taken  by  fome  Indians,  who  carried  him  pri- 
ibner  to  Jcnpulco,  from  whence  he  was  transferred  to 
Mexico^  and  then  to  Fera  Cruz,  wiiere  he  was 
/hipped  on  board  a  veffel  bound  to  Old  Spain :  And 
the  veliel  being  obliged  by  fome  accident  to  put  in. 
to  fjjloff,  Leger  efcaped  on  Ihore,  and  was  by  the 
Brit  Jh  Conful  lent  from  thence  to  England  \  wheft 
he  brought  the  firft  authentick  account  of  the  fafr- 
ty  of  the  Commodore,  and  of  what  he  had  done 
in  the  South-Seas.  The  relation  he  gave  of  his  own 
feizure  was,  that  he  had  rambled  into  the  Woods  at 
fome  diftance  from  the  barrieadoe,  Where  he  had 
firft:  attempted  to  pafs  but  had  been  ftopped  and 
threatncd  to  be  puniftied  •,  that  his  principal  view 
was  to  get  a  quantity  of  limes  for  his  Mafter*s  ftore ; 
and  that  in  this  occupation  he  was  furprized  una- 
wares by  four  Indians,  who  ftripped  him  naked,  and 
cnrried  him  in  that  condition  to  Acapulco,  expofed 
to  the  fcorching  heat  of  the  fun,  which  at  that 
time  of  the  year  ftione  with  its  greateft  violence  : 
And  afttir wards  at  MesUc  his  treatment  in'  prifon 
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.WAS  fufficiently  fevere,  and  the  whole. courfe  of  his 
captivity  was  a  continued  iniUncc  of  the  hatred, 
which  the  Spaniards  bear  to  all  thpfe  who  endeavour 
to  difturb  theai  in  the  peaceable  poiTeflTion  of  the 
cpafts  of  the  Soutb-Sias.  ladeed  Le^r*s  fortune 
wa|s^ttp«n  the whokr-cxtremely  fmguUr.*.for  after 
the  hazards  he  had  run  in  the  Comtppdore'&fqua- 
dron,  and  the  feverit'  -3  he  had  fuffercd  in  his  long 
confinement  amongit  the.  enemy,  a  more  fatal  dif- 
after  attended  him  on  his  return  to  ^gland :  For 
though,  when  he  arrived  in  London,  fome  of  Mr. 
Anfon\  friends  intcrcllcd  themfelve*  in  relieving 
hin).  from  the  poverty  to  which  his  captivity  had  re- 
duced him  ;  yet  he  did  not  long  enjoy  the  benefit  of 
their  humanity,  for  he  was  killed  in  an  infigaificant 
nig^t  brawl,  the  caufe  gf  which  could  fcarcely  be 
difcovcred.  ,.{    ,    "  '. 

And  here  I  muftobferve,  that  though  the  enemy 
never  appeared  in  fight  during  our  ilay  in  this  har- 
l^ufi  yet  we  perceived  that  there  were  large  parties 
of  them  incamped  in  the  woods  about  us  ;  for  we 
l»>uld  fee  their  fmokes,  and  could  thence  determine 
that  ttiey  were  poft^d  in  a  circular  line  furpunding 
lis  at  a  diftance  \  and  juft  before  our  coming  away 
they  ieeiped,  by  tlie  iin^reafe  of  their  fires,  to  have  re- 
ceived a  confiderabl^  reinforcement.    But  to  return  : 

T9WfWds  the  latter  end  of  April,  the  unloading 
of  our  three  prizes,  our  wooding  and  watering, 
and,  in  fhort,  all  our  propofed  employments  at  the 
harbour  of  Chequetati,  were  compleated :  So  that, 
ca  tlv  zyth  r^  Apt  il,  the  Tryal*s  Prize,  the  Car- 
fnelo  and  the  Carmin^  all  which  we- here  intended  to 
deftroy,  were  towed  on  fhore  and  fcuttled,  and  a 
quantity  of  combuftible  materials  were  diftributed 
in  their  upper  works  ;  and  the  next  morning  the 
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Centurion  and  the  Gloucejfgr  weighed  anchor,  but 
as  there  wasbutliAe  wind,  and  that  not  in  the! 
favour,  they  were  obliged  to  warp  out  of  the  har- 
bour. When  they  had  reached  the  offing,  one  of 
the  boats  was  difpatched  back  again  to  fet  Bre  to 
our  prize,  which  was  accordingly  executed.  And 
a  canoe  was  left  fixed  to'a  grapnel  in  the  middle  of 
the  harbour,  with  a  bottle  in  it  well  corked,  inclof- 
ing  a  letter  to  Mr.  Hughes^  who  commanded  the 
Cutter,  which  was  ordered  to  Cruifc  before  the  pore 
of  JcapHlcOy  when  we  came  off  that  ftatbn.  And 
on  this  occafioa  I  mull  mention  more  particularly 
than  I  have  yet  done,  the  views  of  the  Commo- 
dore in  leaving  the  Cutter  before  that  port. 

When  we  were  neceflitated  to  make  for  Cheque- 
tan  to  take  in  our  water,  Mr.  Jftfin  con  fidered  thai 
our  being  in  that  harbour  would  foon  be  known  at 
Jtapttlco ;  and  therefore  he  hoped,  that  on  the  in- 
telligence of  our  bemg  employed  in  port,  the  gale- 
on  might  put  to  fca,  efpecl&Ily  as  Chequetdn  is  fo 
very  renifote  from  the  courfe  generally  ftecred  by 
the  galeon  :  He  therefore  Ordered  the  Cutter  to 
cruife  Wenty  four  days  bfF  the  port  of '  jlcapulco, 
and  her  Commander  wafe  direfted,  on  perceiving 
the  galeon  under  fail,  to  make  the  beft  of  his  way 
to  the  Commodore  at  Chefuetan,  As  the  CerOurion 
was  doubtlefs  a  much  better  Tailor  than  the  galeon, 
Mr.  An/on,  in  this  cafe,  refolved  to  have  got  to 
fea  as  foon  as  poHible,  and  to  have  purfued  the 
galeon  acrofs  the  Pacific  Ocean :  And  fuppofing 
he  fliould  not  have  met  with  her  in  his  palTage 
(which  confidering  that  he  would  have  kept  nearly 
the  fame  parallel,  was  not  very  improbable)  yet  he 
was  certain  of  arriving  off  Cape  Efpiritu  Santo^  on 
l^e  Ifland  of  Samal^  before  her  %  and  that  being 
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the  fir(^  land  (He  makes  on  her  rf  turn  fo  the  P^- 
i^tfi,  we  could  noc  have  fallA  io  j^ave  fallea  in 
yi£h  her,  by  cruifing  a  few  days  in  that  (latio^. 
But  the  Viceroy  pf  Mtmo  ruined  t;hi&  proje^y  by 
keeping  the  gaieon  ui  the  pprt  qf  4^<ipul(;o  all  th^c 
year. 

The  letter  left  in  the  canoe  for  Mr-  Hughes, xhs 
Commander  of  the  Cutter,  (the  time  of  whofe  r,^- 
turn  was  now  conHderably  elapfed)  directed  him  to 
go  back  immediately  to  his  former  (lation  before 
jicapulcoy  where  he;weuld  find  Mr.^tf/cw,  whore- 
iolved  to  ^rui(e  for  him  there  for  ac^uin  number 
of  days  )  after  which  it  was  added,  that  the  Com- 
modore would)return,to  the  fouthward  to  jpin  the 
reitof  thcfquadron.  -This  laft  article  waslnlcrted 
to  deceive  the  Spatiiardst  if  they  gpc  potdeflion  of 
the  canoe,  (as  w^  afterwards  kamt  they  did)  bV^ 
could  not  impofe  on  Mr.  Hughes,  who  well  knew 
that  the  Commodore  had  no  fquadron  to  iuin,  nor 
any  intention  of  (leering  back  to  Peru. 

Being  now  in  the  offing  of  C^^^«^/<?«,  bound  crofs 
the  vaft  Pacific  Qcean ;  in  our  way  to  China,  we 
.were  impatient  to  run  off  the  coaflt  as  Coon  as  po(|i- 
jbk  i  for  as  the  (tormy  ieafpn  was  approaching  ^- 
ipace,  and  as  we  had.no  fijrther  views  in  d\e  Jm^- 
.riean  feas»  we  had  bop^  that  nothing  would  have 
prevepted  us  from  (landing  to  the  weltward,  the 
-moment  we  got  out  of  the  harbour  of  Qhequetan  : 
And  it  was  no  fmall  mortihcacion  to  us,  that  our 
.^jneccflary  employment  there  had  detained  us  fo  much 
longer  than  we  expefted  •,  and   now  we  were  far- 
ther detained  by  the  abfcncc  of  the  Cutter,   and 
the  (landing  towards  Acapuko  in  fearch  of  her.    In- 
deed, as  the  time  of  her  cruife  had   been  expired 
for  near  a  fortnight,  we  fufpeded  that  (he   had 
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been  difcovered  from  the  fhore  5  and  that  the  Go^ 
Vernor  oi  Acapulco  had  thereupon  fent  out  a  force 
to  feize  her,  which,  as  Ihe  carrried  but  fix  hands, 
was  no  very  difficult  enterprize.     Howeverj  this 
-  being  only  conjefhire,   the  Commodore,  as  foon 
as  he  was  got  clear  of  the  harbour  of  Chequetan^ 
ftood  along  the  coaft  to  the  eaftward  in  fearch  of 
her  :  And  to  prevent  her  from  pafliig  by  us  in 
the  dark,  we  brought  to  every  niglit  -,    and  the 
Gloucejier,  whofe   ftation  was  a  league  within  us 
towards  the  fhore,  carried  a  light,  which  the  Cut- 
ter   could  not  but   perceive,    if  fhe   kept  along 
fhore,  as  we  fuppofed  fhe  would  do  ;  and  as  a  far- 
ther fecurity,  the  Centurion  and  the  Gloucejter  al- 
ternately fhowed  two  falfe  fires  every  half  hour. 
Indeed,  had  fhe  efcaped  us,  Ibe  would  have  found 
orders  in  the  canoe  to  have  returned  immediately 
before  Acapulcoy     where  Mr.  Anfon  propofed   to 
cruife  for  her  fome  days.        ""[■  -    /. 

-.     By  Sunday^  the  2d  o^  May,  we  were  advanced 
within  three  leagues  oiAcapuko^  and  having  feen  no- 
thing of  our  boat,  we  gave  her  over  for  loft,  which, 
befides  the  companionate  concern  foi*  our  fhip- 
mates,  and  for  what  it  was  apprehended  they  might 
have  fuffered,  was  in  itfelf  a  misfortune,  which,  in 
our  prefcnt  fcarcity  of  hands,  we  were  all  greatly 
interefted  in  :  For  the  crew  of  the  Cutter,  confift- 
ing  of  fix  men  and  the  Lieutenant,  were  the  very 
flower  of  out  people,  purpofely  pickt  out  for  this 
fervice,  and  known  to  be  every  one  of  them  of 
tried  and  approved  reiblution,   and  as  Ikilful  fea- 
fnen  as  ever  trod  a  deck.     Howe/er,  as  it  was  the 
general  belief  among  us  that  they  were  taken  and 
Ci^rried  into  Arapuko,  the  Conimodore's  prudence 
fuggcfbed  a  prt)jc<^  wliich  wc  hoped  would  recovrr 
A.  them. 


mmm 


lat  the  Gck; 
)ut  a  force 
t  fix  hands, 
iveverj  this 
re,  as  foon 

Chequetan, 

fearch  of 

5  by  us  in 

;    and  the 

within  us 
:h  the  Cut- 

ept  along 
id  as  a  far- 
hucejkr  al- 
half  hour, 
lave  found 
nmediately 
•opofed   to 

;  advanced 
ig  feen  no- 
oft,  which, 

our  fhip- 
chey  might 

which,  in 
all  greatly 
r,  confift- 
e  the  very 
ut  for  this 
f  them  of 
kilful  fea- 
it  was  the 
taken  and 

prudence 

Id  recover 

them. 


(  373  ) 

them.     This  was  founded  on  our  having  many 
Spanijh  and  Indian  prifoners  in  our  poflefllon,  and 
a  number  of  fick  Negroes,  who  could  be  of  no 
fervice  to  us  in  the  navigating  of  the  fhip.     The 
Commodore  therefore  wrote  a  letter  the  fame  day 
to  tlie  Governor  of  Acapulco^  telling  him,  that  he 
would  releafe  them  all,  provided  the  Governor  re- 
turned the  Cutter's  crew ;  and  the  letter  was  dif- 
patchcd  the  fame  afternoon  by  a  Spanijh  officer, 
of  whofe  honour  we  had   a  good  opinion,    and 
who  was  furniflied  with  a  launch  belonging  to  one 
of  our -prizes,  and  a  crew  of  fix  other  prifoners 
who  all  gave  their  parole  for  their  return.      The 
officer  too,  befides  the  Commodore's  letter,  car- 
ried with  him  a  joint  petition  figned  by  all  the 
reft  of  the  prifoners,  befeeching  his  Excellence  to 
acquiefce  in  the  terms  propofed  for  their  liberty. 
From  a  confideration  of  the  number  of  our  pri- 
foners, and  the  quality  of  fome  of  them,  v/e  did 
not  doubt  but  the  Governor  would  readily  comply 
with  Mr.  AnforC^  propofal.  and  therefore  we  kept 
plying  on  and  off  the  whole  night,  intending  to 
keep  well  in  with  the  land,  that  we  might  receive 
an  anfwcr  at  the  limited  time,  which  was  the  next 
day,  being  Monday  :  But  both  on  the  Monday  and 
Tuefday  we  were  driven  fo  far  off  ihore,  that  we 
could  not  hope  to  receive  any  anfwer  \   and  on  the 
IVednefday  morning  we  found  ourfelves   fourteen 
leagues  fron)  the  harbour  of  Acapulco  \  but  as  the 
wind  was  now  favourable,    we  prefled  forwards 
with  all  our  fail,  and  did  not  doubt  of  getting  in 
with  the  land  in  a  few  hours.     Whilft  we  were 
thus  {landing  in,  the  man  at  the  maft-head  called 
out  that  he  faw  a  boat  under  fiil  at  a  confiderabJe 
iliilance  to  the  South  cailward  :  This  we  took  for 
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granted  was  the  anfwer  of  the  Governor  to  the^ 
Commodore's  meflage^  and  we  inftantly  edged  to- 
wards it ;  but. when  we  drew  iwiarcr,'  We  found  to 
our  unspeakable  joy  tliat  it  was  our  own  Cutter. 
While  IbiE  was  (lUl  at  a  diftance  wc  imagined  that 
flie  had  been  difcharged  out  of  ^e  port  of  Jca- 
puko. by  the  Governor  -,  but  when  flip  drew  nearer, 
the  wan  and  meager  countenances  of  the  crew,  the 
length  of  their  beards,  and  the  feebly  and  hollow 
tone  of  their  voices ,  convinced  us  that  the^  had 
fuffered  much  greater  hardfhips  than  could  be  ex- 
pefted  from  ey.en  the  fevcrities  of  ^  Spanijh/ff^ifon^ 
They  wcre.obli^d  to  be  helped  into  the  ihip,'  and 
were  imm^diateiy  put  ^o  .bed»  and  with  reft,  and 
nourifhingdiet,  .yrhich  they  were  pleritifully  liip- 
plied  with -froni  the  Commodpre's  table,  they  re- 
covered their  health  and  vigour  apace  :  And  now 
3i'e  learnt  that  they  had  kept  the  fea  the  whole 
time  of  their  abfence,  which  was. above  fix  weeks, 
that  when  they  finiihed  their  cruife  before  Acapulco^ 
and  had  juft  begi.m  to  ply  to  the  weflward  in  or- 
der to  join  the  f^uadron,  a  ftrong  adverfe  current 
had  forced  them  down  the  coaft:  to  the  caftward 
in  fpight  of  all  their  efforts  i  that  at  length  their 
water  being  all  expended,    they  were  obliged  to 
fearch  the  coaft  farther  on  to  the  eaftward,  in  quelt 
of  feme   convenient  landing-place,    where  they 
might  get  a  freiK  fupply,^  that  in  this  diftrcfs  they 
ran  upwards  of  eighty  leagues  to  leeward,   and 
found  evefy  where  fo  large  a  ftjif,  that  there  was 
not  the  ieaft  poflibility  qf  their  landing ;  that  they 
paffed  fome  days  in  this  dreadful  fituation,  with- 
out water,  and  having  no  other  means  left  them 
to  allay  their  thirft  than  fucking  the  blood  of  the 
turtle,  which  they  caught  >  and  at  laft,  giving  up 
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all  hopes  of  relief,  the  heat  of  the  climate  too 
aiignicnting  their  neceliitles,  an^  rendring  their 
fiifferings  infupportable,  they  abandoned  them- 
Iclves  to  defpair,  fully  perfuaded  that  they  Ihould 
pcrifh  by  the  moft  terrible  of  all  deaths  •,  but  that 
they  were  foon  after  happily  relieved  by  a  moft 
unexpeded  incident,  for  there  fell  fo  heavy  a  rain 
that  by  fpreading  their  fails  horizontally,  and  by 
putting  bullets  in  tlie  Centers  Oi  them  to  draw 
them  to  a  point,  they  caught  as  much  water  as 
filled  all  their  calk*,  that  immediately  upon  this 
fortunate  ifupply  the^  ftood  to  the  weftward  in 
queft'  qf  tte  Commbdor^  \  and  being  now  luckily 
favoured  by  a  ftrbhg! Current,  they  joined  us  in 
lels  than  fifty  hours,  from  the  time  they  ftood  to 
the  weftward,  after  Waiving  been  abfent  from  us 
full  forty-three  days.  Thofe  who  have  an  idea  of 
the  inconfiderable  fixe  of  a'  Cutter  belonging  to  a 
fixty  gun  Ihip,  (being  only  an  open  boat  about 
twenty- two  feet  in  length)  and  who  will  attend  to 
the  'various  accidents  to  which  llie  T.^as  expofed 
during  a  fix  week's  coiitihusince  alone,  in  the  open 
ocean,  dn  to  ihipra^Hedble  artd  dangerous  a  coaft, 
will  readily  own,;  that  hejf  return  to  us  at  laft,  after 
aH  the  difficulties  whicli.  fhe  a^uadly  experienced, 
and  the  hazards  to  which  (he  was  each  hour  ex- 
pofed, may  be  coilfidered  as  little  Ihort  of  mira- 
culous::      ;-'^^;nni:^n>:: 

I  cannot  finilh  the  article  of  this  Cutter,  with- 
out Vemarking  how'  little  reliance  Navigators 
ought  to  have  on  the  accounts  of  the  Buccaneer 
writf*-^  \  For  though  in  this  run  of  hers,  eighty 
leagues'  to  the  eaftward  of  AcapulcOj  fhe  found 
no  place  where  it  was  pofiible  for  a  boat  to 
land,  yet  thofe  writers  have  not  been  'alhamed 
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to  feign  harbours  and  convenient  watering-places 
within  thefe  Hmits,  thereby  expofing  fuch  as  fhould 
confide  in  their  relations,  to  the  rifque  of  being 
deftroyed  by  thirft.    :  •  -  -i'-'- . ; -  '  ' ^ '  .    '  >      .   i  : 

I  muft  farther  add  on  this  occafion,  that  when 
we  ftood  near  the  port  of  Jcapuko^  in  order  to  lend 
our  mefiage  to  the  Governor,  and  to  receive  his 
anfwer,  Mr.  Brett  took  that  opportunity  of  deli- 
neating a  view  of  the  entrance  of  the  port,  and 
of  the  neighbouring  coaft,  which,  added  to  the 
plan  of  the  pkce  formerly  mentioned,  m.ay  be  of 
confiderable  ufe  hereafter,   and  is  therefore  exhi- 
bited in  the  thirty-fecond  plate.     In  this  plate  (a) 
is  the  welt  point  of  the  harbour  called  the  Grifoy 
being  in  the  latitude  of  16°  :  45' j  (i^c)   is  the 
Ifland  bearing  from  the  obferver  N.  by  E,  three 
leagues  iiftant  -,  (d)  is  the  eaft  point  of  the  har- 
bour-, (e)  port  Marquis 'y  (/)  Sierra  di  Brea -,  (h) 
-a  white  rock  in  the  harbour,  and  (^)  watch-towers. 
And  now  having  received  our  Cutter,  the  fole 
objed;  of  our  coming  a  fecond  time  before  Aca- 
pukoy  the  Commodore  refolvcd  not  to  lofe  a  mo- 
ment's time  longer,  but  to  run  otF  the  coaft  with 
the  utmoft  expedition,  both  as  the  flormy  feafon 
on  the  coaft  of  Mexico  was  now  approaching  apace, 
and  as  we  were  apprehenfive  of  having  the  wefterly 
monlbcn  to  ftruggle  with  when  we  came  upon  the 
coaft  of  China ;  and  therefore  he  no  longer  ftood 
towards  Acapuko^    as  he   now  wanted  no  anfwer 
from  the  Governor  j   but  yet  he  rclGlvcd  not  to 
deprive  his  prifoncrs  of  the  liberty,  which  he  had 
promifed  them ;  fo  that  they  were  all  immediately 
embarked  in  two  launches  which  belonged  to  our 
prizes,    thofe  from  the  Centurion  in   one   launch, 
and  thole  from  the  Gkucejlcr  in  the  other.     The 
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launches  were  well  equipped  with  mafts,  fails  and 
oars  i  and,  left  the  wind  might  prove  unfavour- 
able, they  had  a  ftock  of  water  and  provifions  put 
oii  board  them  fufficient  for  fourteen  days.  There 
were  difchargcd  thirty-nine  perfons  from  on  board 
the  Centurion^  and  eighteen  from  the  Qloucejier^  the 
greateft  part  of  them  Spaniards^  the  reft  Indians  and 
fick  Negroes  :  But  as  our  c^^ews  were  very  weak, 
we  kept  the  Mulattoes  and  fome  of  the  ftouteft 
of  the  Negroes,  with  a  few  Indians,  to  aflift  us ; 
but  we  difmifled  every  Spanijh  prifoner  whatever. 
We  have  fmce  learnt,  that  thefe  two  launches  ar- 
rived fafe  at  Acapukd,  where  the  priToners  could 
not  enough  extol  the  humanity  with  which  they 
had  been  treated ;  and  that  the  Governor,  before 
their  arrivaj,  had  returned  a  very  obliging  anfwer 
to  the  Commodore's  letter,  and  had  attended  it 
with  a  prcfcnt  of  two  boats  laden  with  the  choicef : 
refrefhments  and  provifions  which  were  to  be  got 
at  Acapulco  •,  but  that  thcfe  boats  not  having  found 
our  Ihips,  were  at  length  obliged  to  put  back 
again,  after  having  thrown  all  their  provifions 
over-board  in  a  ftorm  which  threatened  ,their  de- 
ftrufHon. 

The  fending  away  our  prifoners  was  our  laft 
tranfadtion  on  the  American  coaft ;  for  no  fooner 
had  we  parted  with  them,  than  wc  and  the  Glou- 
cejier  made  fail  to  the  S.  W,  propofing  to  get  a 
good  offing  from  the  land,  where  we  hoped,  in  a 
few  days,  to  meet  v/ith  the  regular  trade-wind, 
which  the  accounts  of  former  Navigators  had  re-- 
prefented  as  much  brifker  and  fteadier  in  this  ocean, 
than  in  any  other  part  of  the  globe  :  f/or  it  has 
been  efteemed  no  uncommon  paflage,  to  run  from 
hence  to  the  eafteroioft  parts  of /^rt  in  two  months  j 

and 
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and  we  flattered  onrfclvcs  that  we  were  as  capable 
of  making  an  expeditious  paflage,   as  any  (hips 
that  had  ever  run  tliis  couric  before  us  :    So  that 
"we  hoped  foon  to  gain  the  coaft  of  China,  for  whidi 
wc  were  now  bound.     And  conlbrmable  to  tlic 
general  idea  of  this  navigation  given  by  former 
Voyagers,  wc  confidered  it  as  tiree  from  all  kinds 
of  embarrafment  ot  bad  weather,  fatigue,  or  fick- 
ncfs  i    and  confequently  wc    ufidertook   it    with 
alacrity,  efpecially  as  it  was  no  contemptible  (Vep 
towards  our  arrival  at  our  native  country,    for 
which  many  of  us  by  this  time  began  to  hurr 
great  longings.     Thus,  on   the  6th  of  May,  we, 
for  the  laft  time,  loft  fight  of  the  mountains  of 
Mexico^  perfuaded,  that  in  a  few  weeks  we  ihould 
arrive  at  the  river  of  Canton  in  Cbrna^  where  wc 
cxpefled  to  meet  with  many  Er^lijb  Ihips,   and 
numbers  of  our  countrymen-,  and  hoped  to  enjoy 
the  advantages  of  an  amicabb,  well-frequented 
port,  inhabited  by  a  polifhed  people,  and  ^x)und- 
ing  with  the  conveniencies  and  indulgencies  of  a 
civilized  life  ;  bleflSngs,  which  now  for  near  twen- 
ty months  had  never  been   once  in  our  power. 
But  there  yet  remains  (before  we  take  our  leave 
of  Amerka )  the  confideration  of  a  matter  well 
worthy  of  attention,  the  difcuflion  of  which  Ihall 
be  referred  to  the  enfuing  chapter. 
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CHAP.    XIV. 


A  brief  account  of  what  mi^  hsve  been  ex« 
peded  from  our  fquadron,  had  it  arrived  in 
the  Soutb-Seas  in  good  time. 
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AFTER  the  recital  of  the  tranfiiftions  of 
the  Commodore,  and  the  fhips  under  his 
command,  on  the  coafts  of  Pem  and  Mexicoy  as 
contained  in  the  preceding  part  of  this  book,  it 
fill  be  no  ufefefs  digreffion  to  examine  what  tho 
whole  fquadron  mi^t  have  been  capable  of  at- 
cUeying,  had  it  arrived  in  thofe  feas  in  fo  good 
a  plight,  as  it  would  probably  have  done,  had  the 
pailage  round  Cape  Hom  been  attempted  in  a  more 
leafonable  time  of  the  year.  This  difquiTition  may 
be  ferviceable  to  thofe  who  (hall  hereafter  form 
projcds  of  the  like  nature  for  that  part  of  the 
world,  or  may  be  entrufted  with  their  execution. 
And  therefore  I  propofe,  in  this  chapter,  to  con- 
lider  as  fuccin^y  as  I  can,  the  numerous  advan* 
tages  which  (he  Public  might  have  received  from 
the  operations  of  the  iquadron,  had  it  fet  fail 
from  Emglar^  a  few  months  fooner. 

And  firft,  I  muft  fuppofe,  that  in  the  fummer" 
time  we  might  have  got  round  Cape  Hom  with 
an  inconfiderable  lo(s,  and  without  any  damage  to 
our  fhips  or  rigging.  For  the  Duke  and  Duchefs 
of  Brifioi^  who  between  them  had  above  three 
hundred  men,  buried  no  more  than  two,  from 
the  coaft  of  Brazil  to  Juan  Femandes ;  and  out  of 
•0  hundred  and  dghty-three  hands  which  were  on 
jbovd  the  Duke,  there  were  only  twenty-one  fick 
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of  the  fcun'y,  when  they  arrived  at  that  Ifland  : 
Whence,  as  men  of  war  arc  much  better  provided 
with  all  conveniencics  tlian  privateers,  we  might 
doubtlcfs  have  appeared  before  Baldivia  in  full 
rirciigth,  and  in  a  condition  of  entering  imme- 
diately on  a(5tion  ;  and  therefore,  a55  that  place  was 
in  a  very  defcncelefs  ftatc,  its  cannon  incapable  of 
fcrvicc,  and  its  garrifon  in  great  meafurc  unarmed, 
it  was  impoflible  that  it  could  have  oppofed  our 
force,  or  that  its  hali-ftarved  inhabitants,  moft  of 
whom  arc  convids  banifhed  thither  from  other 
parts,  could  have  had  any  other  thoughts  than 
that  of  fubmitting  •,  and  Baldrjia^  which  is  a  moll 
excellent  port,  being  once  taken,  we  fliould  im- 
mediately have  been  terrible  to  the  whole  kincjdoni 
of  Cbili^  and  fhould  doubtlefs  have  awed  the  moll 
diftant  parts  of  the  ^f>anijlj  Empire.  Jiuk-td,  it  is 
far  from  improbabi  at,  by  a  j)rudcnc  iilc  of  our 
advantages,  we  miji^m  have  given  a  vioknt  fliCLk 
to  the  authority  oi  Spain  on  that  whole  Continciii; 
and  might  have  rendered  Iom<%  at  lea  ft,  of  Jur 
provinces  independent.  This  would  doubtlcls  have 
turned  the  whole  attentio.n  of  the  i>pnn'ijh  Miniiby 
to  that  part  of  the  world,  where  tiie  tlangcr  would 
have  been  fo  prefling  :  And  thence  Gr eat- Brit aiiiy 
and  her  Allies,  might  have  been  rid  of  the  nu- 
merous embarrafmcnts,  which  the  wealth  of  the 
Spnnijh  Indies,  operating  in  conjunction  with  the 
Giillick  intrigues,  have  conftiuitly  thrown  in  her 
way. 

aVnd  that  I  may  not  be  thought  to  over-rate  the 
force  of  this  fquadron,  by  alcribing  to  it  a  power 
ot  overturning  the  Spam/h  Government  in  yimcricn, 
it  is  neccflary  to  premife  a  few  obfervations  on  the 
condition  oi  the  provinces  bordering  on  the  Scatb^ 
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SeoL  and  on  the  difpofition  of  the  inhabitants 
both  Spaniards  and  Indians,  3X  that  time  j  by  which 
it  will  appear,  that  there  was  great  dilVcnfion  a- 
mcngft  the  Governors,  and  difaflfek^Hon  among  the 
Qreolians  \    that  they  were  in  want  of  arms  ai)d 
ftores,  and  had  fallen  into  a  total  ncglc6l  of  all 
military  regulations  in  their  garrifons  ;  and  that  as 
to  the  Indians  on  their  frontit.T,  they  were  univer- 
laily  uifcontented,  and  feemed  to  be  watching  with 
impatience  for  the  favoiirabk-  moment,  when  they 
might  take  a  fevere  revenge  for  the  barbarities 
they  had  groaned  under  for  more  than  two  ages  •, 
fo  that  every  circumftancc  concurred  to  facilitate 
the  enterprizes  of  q-  \x  fquadron.     Of  all  thefe  par- 
ticulars we  were  amply  infonned  by  the  letters  we 
took  on  board  our  prizes,  none  of  thefe  veiTels,  as 
1  R'member,  havii^g  had  die  precaution  to  throw 
her  papers  over- board.  ......  ^^n^ui^  nyi  ,u  . , 

'J 'he  ill  blood  amongft  the  Governors  was  great- 
ly augmented  by  their  apprehenfions  of  our  fqua- 
(iron  ;  for  every  one  being  willing  to  have  it  be- 
lieved, that  the  bad  condition  of  his  Government 
was  not  the  efted:  of  negligence,  there  were  cor>- 
tinual  demands  and  remonftranccs  amongft  then?, 
in  order  to   throw  the  blame  upon  each  cthar. 
Thus,   for  inftancc,   the  Prefident  of  St.  Jago  in 
C/'///,  the  Prcfidciit  of  Panama,  and  many  other 
Governors,  and  military  officers,  were  perpetually 
ibliciting  the  Viceroy  of  Peru   to  furnifli  them 
with  the  neceflary  fuj^plies  of  money  for  putting 
their  provinces  and  places  in  a  proper  Itate  of  dc- 
lencc  to  oppofe  our  defigns  :    But  the  cuftomary 
anfwer  of  the  Viceroy  to  thefe  reprcfentations  was 
the  emptinefs  of  the  royal  chell  at  Lima,  and  tlic 
difficulties  he  was  under  to  fupport  the  expenccs 
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of  his  own  Government  5  and  in  one  of  his  letters, 
(which  we  intercepted,)  he  mentioned  his  appre- 
henBons  that  he  might  even  be  neceflitated  to  ftop 
the  pay  of  the  troops  and  of  the  garrifon  of  Callao^ 
the  key  of  the  whole  kingdom  of  Peru.  Indeed 
he  did  at  times  remit  to  thefe  Governors  fome 
part  of  their  demands  5  but  as  what  he  fent  them 
was  greatly  Ihort  of  their  wants,  it  rather  tended 
to  the  raifutg  jeaioulies  and  heart-burnings  amongft 
them,  than  contributed  to  the  purpofes  for  which 
it  was  intended. 

'And  befides  thefe  mutual  janglings  amongft  the 
Governors)  the  whole  body  of  the  people  were 
extremely  diffatioficd  j  fbr  they  were  fully  per- 
fuaded  thtft  the  affairs  6{'  Spain  for  many  years 
before  had  be«n  managed  by  the  influence  of  a 
particular  foreign  intereft,  which  was  altogether 
detached  from  the  advantages  of  the  Spamjh  Na- 
tion :  So  that  thftirthatemsof  thefe  diftant  pro- 
vinces believed  themfelves  to  be  facrific^  to  an 
ambit¥<?)n,  which  rt^erconfidcred  their  conveni- 
ence or  intereftsv  or  paid  any  regard  to  the  repu- 
tation of  their  namcj  or  the  honour  of  their  coun- 
try. l*hat  this  was  the  temper  of  xh&Creolian 
Spnniardi  zt  that  time,  might  be  evinced  from  a 
hundred  inftanoes  j  but  1  fhall  content  myfelf  with 
one,  which  is  indeed  conclufive  :  This  is  the  tef- 
timony  of  the  French  Mathematicians  fent  into 
America,  to  meafure  the  magnitude  of  an  equa- 
torial degree  of  latitude.  For  in  the  relation  of 
the  murther  of  a  furgeon  belonging  to  their  con^- 
pany  in  one  of  the  cities  of  Peru,  and  of  the  po- 
pular tumult  occafioned  thereby,  written  by  one 
of  thofe  aftronomers,  the  author  confelTes,  that 
the  inhabitants,   during  the  uproar,  all  joined  in 
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imp^cations  on  their  bad  Governors,  and  beftowed 
the  moft  abufive  language  upon  the  Frencby  dete{i>« 
ingthem,  in  all  probability,  more  particiribrly  as 
belonging  to  a  nation,  to  whofc  infliience  tn  thte 
Ifanijh  Counfek  the  Spaniards  imputed  aU  their  mif* 
fortunes. 

And  whilft  the  CrtoUan  Spaniards  were  thus  dif- 
fatisfied,  it  appears  by  the  letters  wc  intercepted, 
that  the  Indiam,  tm  almoft  every  frontier,  were  ripe 
for  a  revolt,  and  would  have  taken  up  arms  on  the 
ilighteft  encouragement ;  in  particiriar,  the  Indians 
in  the  fouthcrn  pwrts-.of  P^tw%  fts  likewife  the  Jr- 
rcyw,  and  th&  reft  of -thd  Chilian  Indians^, .ihe  moft 
(xwcrftil  and  terrible-  to  the  Spamfi  mttit  of  any  on 
ti.j^  Continent.  '  For  it  fcems»  that  in  the  difputes 
btweenrthe  5/»<j«/<»r<£j  and  the  Indians^  which  hap- 
ped fonie  time  before  our  arriv^j  the  Spaniards 
H  infuhed  the  Indiaffs  ynitk  art  accour\t  of  the 
force»  *^bich  thcyexpe^^d  from  0/i  ^ain  under 
tlie  command  of  AdfBiral^4?}tfir^,  ;uid  liad  vaunt- 
ftlthat  he  was- coming. thithertojccnnpkat  the  great 
work,  -which  had  been  left;  unfinilhod  by  his  ancef- 
fors.  Thsefe  threats  alarm«4  tjhe  hkdtenSi  and  made 
them  believe  that  their-cxtaiBpation  vfas  refolved  on  : 
For  the  'Pizarro's  beiiig  the. §rft  conquerors  of  that 
coaft:»:  t\iz  Btrvvian  /jRt/wi/i  held  the  name,  and  all 
that  bore  it,  Sti  execration  -,  tnot  having  forgot  the 
deftrudion  of  their  Monarchy,  tlie  .TiaOacre  of  their 
ixloved  Inca^  Atapalipa^  the  extinction  of  their  re- 
ligion, and  the  {laughter  of  their  anceftorsj  all 
perpetrated  by  the  family  of  the  FizarrQ^s,  The 
C^ite  Indiam  too  abhorred  a  Chief  dcfccnded 
from  thofe,  who,  by  their.Lieutonants,  had  firft  at- 
tempted to  inflavcthem,  and  had  neccflitated  their 
Tribes,  for  more  than  a  Century,  to  be  continu- 
ally 
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ally  wafting  their  blood  in  defence  of  their  indc 

.pendency.         ,>*^     .  -^    ,        t 

And  let  it  not  he  fuppofed,  that  among  thoft 
barbarous  nations  the  traditions  of  fuch  diftan 

.tranfaftions  could  not  be  continued  till  the  prefcnt 
times  ;  for  all  who  have  been  acquainted  with  that 
part  of  the  world  agree,  that  the  Indians,  in  theii 
public  feafts,  and  annual  folemnities,  conflantly 
revive  the  memory  of  thefe  tragic  incidents  ;  an 

.  thofe  who  have  been  prefent  at  thefe  fpedtacles 
have  obferved,  that  ail  the  recitals  and  reprefenta 
tions  of  this  kind  were  received  with  an  enthufiafti 
J  age,  and  with  fuch  vehement  emotions,  as  plainl 
evinced  how  ftrongly  the  memory  of  their  forme 
wrongs  was  implanted  in  tl];em,  and  how  accept 
able  the  means  of  revenge  would  at  all  times  prove, 
To  this  account  I  muft  add  too,  that  the  Spanij 
Governors  themfelvcs  were  fo  fully  informed  of  th 
difpofition  of  the  Indians,  and  were  fo  apprehen 
five  of  a  general  defcdion  among  them,  that  the 
employed  all  their  induftry  to  reconcile  the  mo 
dangerous  tribes,  and  to  prevent  them  from  im« 
mediately  taking  up  arms  :    Among  the  reft,  ih< 
Prefident  of  Chili  in  particular  made  large  concei 
fions  to  the  Jrraucos,  and  the  other  Chilian  Indians^ 
by  which,  and  by  diftributing  confiderable  prefer 
to  their  leading  men,  he  at  laft  got  them  to  conlen 
to  a  prolongation  of  the  truce  between  the  two  nal 
tions.     But  thefe  negotiations  were  not  conclude^ 
at  the  time  when  we  might  have  been  in  the  Soutb-^^ 

.  Seas  ;    and  had  they  been  compleated,  yet  the  ha* 

tred  of  thele  Indians  to  the  Spaniards  was  fo  greatl 

that  it  would  have  been  impoflible  for  their  Chieff 

to  have  prevented  their  joining  us, 
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Thus  then  it  a^^;  ears,  that  on  our  arrival  in  tli« 
South-Sea  we  might  have  found  the  whole  coaft  un- 
provided with  troops,  and  deflitute  even  of  arms : 
For  we  well  knew  from  every  particular  intelli- 
gence, that  there  were  not  three  hundred  fire-arms, 
of  which  too  the  greateft  part  were  matchlocks,  in 
all  the  province  of  Cbiii.     At  the  fame  time,  the 
Indians  would  have  been  ready  to  revolt,  the  Spa- 
niards difpofed  to  mutiny,  and  the  Governors  en- 
raged with  each  other,  and  each  prepared  to  rejoice 
at  the  difgrace  of  his  antagonift  j  whilft  wc,  on 
the  other  hand,  might  have  confifted  of  near  two 
thoufand  men,  the  greateft  part  in  health  and  vi- 
gour, all  well-armed,  and  united  under  a  Cliief, 
whofe  enterprifing  genius  (as  we  have  feen)  could 
not  be  depreflcd  by  a  continued  fcries  of  the  molt 
Unifier  events,  and  whofe  equable  and  prudent  turn 
of  temper  would  have  remained  unvaried,  in  the 
midft  of  the  greateft  degree  of  good  fuccefs  j  and 
who  befides  poflefTed,  in  a  diftinguilhed  manner, 
the  two  qualities,  the  moft  neceffary  in  thefe  un- 
common undertakings  ^  I  mean,  that  of  maintain- 
ing his  authority,  and  preferving,  at  the  fame  time, 
the  afiedions  of  his  people.     Our  other  officers 
too,  of  every  rank,  appear,  by  the  experience  the 
Public  hath  fince  had  of  them,  to  have  been  equal 
to  any  enterprize  they  mi^ht  have  been  charged 
with  by  their  Commander :  And  our  men  (at  all 
times  brave  if  well  condufted)  in  fuch  a  caufe 
where  treafure  was  the  objed,  and  under  fuch  lead- 
ers, would  doubtlefs  have  been  prepared  to  rival 
the  moft  celebrated  atchievements  hitherto  per- 
formed by  Britijh  Mariners. 

It  cannot  then  be  contefted,  but  that  Baldivia 
muft  have  furrendered  on  the  appearance  of  our 
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fquadfon :  After  which,  it  may  be  prefumed,  that 
the  Arraucos,  the  Pulches  and  Penguwches,  inhabi- 
ting the  banks  of  the  river  Imperial,  about  twenty- 
five  leagues  to  the  northward  of  this  place,  would 
have  immediately  taken  up  arms,  being  difpofed  la 
hath  been  already  related,  and  encouraged  by  the 
arrival  of  fo  confiderable  a  force  in  their  neigh- 
bourhood. As  thefe  Indians  can  bring  into  the  field 
near  thirty  thoufand  men,  the  greateft  part  of  them 
horfe,  their  firft  ftcp  would  doubtlefs  have  been  the 
invading  the  province  of  Cbilij  which  they  ^vx)uld 
have  found  totally  unprovided  of  ammunition  and 
weapons ;  and  as  its  inhabitants  are  a  luxurious  and 
effeminate  race,  they  would  have  been  incapable, 
on  fuchan  emergency,  of  giving  any  oppofition  to 
this  rugged  enemy :  So  that  it  is  no  ftrained  conjec- 
ture to  imagine,  that  the  Indians  would  have  been 
ibon  maftcrs  of  the  whole  country.  And  the  other 
Indians  on  the  frontiers  of  Peru  being  equally  dif- 
pofed with  the  Arraticos  to  fhake  off  the  Sfamfi 
yoke  ;  ic  is  highly  probable,  that  they  likewifc 
would  have  embraced  the  occafion,  and  that  a  ge- 
neral infurredion  would  have  taken  place  through 
all  the  Spanijh  territories  in  South  America  •,  in 
which  cafe,  the  only  refource  left  to  the  Creolians 
(difliitisfied  as  they  were  with  the  Spanijh  Govern- 
ment) would  have  been  to  have  made  the  bed 
terms  they  could  with  their  Indian  neighbours,  and 
tj  have  withdrawn  themfelves  from  the  obedience 
of  a  Mailer,  who  had  Iliown  fo  little  regard  to  their 
fecurity.  This  laft  fuppofition  may  perhaps  appear 
chimerical  to  thofe,  who  meafure  the  poffibility  of 
all  events  by  the  fcanty  ftandard  of  their  own  ex- 
perience -,  but  the  temper  of  the  times,  and  the 
itrong  diflike  of  the  natives  to  the  meafures  then 
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jpurfued  by  the  Spamjh  Court,  fuiTicientiy  evince  at 
Icafl:  its  poflibility.  But  not  to  infill  on  the  pre- 
fumption  of  a  general  revolt,  it  is  fufficicnt  for  our 
purpofe  to  conclude,  that  the  Arraucos  would 
fcarceiy  have  failed  of  taking  arms  on  our  appear- 
ance :  For  this  alone  would  fo  far  have  embar- 
rafled  the  enemy,  that  they  would  no  longer  have 
thought  of  oppofmg  us  -,  but  would  have  turned 
all  their  care  to  the  Indian  affairs  ;  as  they  ftill  re- 
member, with  the  utmoft  horror,  the  facking  of 
their  cities,  the  ritiing  of  their  convents,  the  capti- 
vity of  their  wives  and  daughters,  and  the  defola-* 
tion  of  their  country  by  thefe  refolute  favages,  in 
the  laft  war  between  the  two  nations.  For  it  muft 
be  remembered,  that  this  tribe  of  Indians  have  been 
frequently  fuccefsful  againfl  the  Spaniards,  and  pof- 
fefs  at  tliis  time  a  large  trad  of  country,  which  was 
formerly  full  of  Spanijh  towns  and  villages,  whofe 
inhabitants  were  all  either  deftroyed,  or  carried  in- 
to captivity  by  the  Arraucos  and  the  neighbouring 
Indians,  who*  in  a  war  againfl  the  Spaniards,  never 

fail  to  join  their  forces.  „.. 

But  even,  independent  of  an  Indian  revolt,  there 
were  but  two  places  on  all  the  coaft  of  the  Ssuih- 
Sea,  which  could  be  fuppolcd  capable  of  refilling 
our  fquadron  -,  thefe  were  the  cities  of  Ptiriama  and 
Callao  :  As  to  the  firfi;  of  thefe,  irs  fortifications 
v/ere  {o  decayed,  and  it  v\'.is  fo  much  in  v;ant  of 
powder,  that  die  Governor  himfcl/,  in  an  inter- 
cepted letter,  acknowlc:dged  it  v/as  incapable  of  be- 
ing defended  i  fo  that  I  take  it  for  granted,  it 
would  have  given  us  but  hide  trouble,  efpccialiy 
if  we  had  opened  a  communication  acrofs  the  lila- 
mus  with  our  fleet  on  the  other  fide  :  And  for  the 
city  and  port  <ji  Callao^  its  condition  was  not  much 
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bcttei  than  that  of  Panama  ;  for  its  walls  are  buik 
upon  the  plain  ground,  without  either  outwork  or 
ditch  before  them,  and  confift  only  of  very  flender 
feeble  mafonry,  without  any  earth  behind  them  ; 
fo  that  a  battery  of  five  or  fix  pieces  of  cannon, 
raifed  any  where  within  four  or  five  hundred  paces 
of  the  place,  would  have  had  a  full  view  of  the 
whole  rampart,  and  would  have  opened  it  in  a  Ihort 
time  ;  and  the  breach  hereby  formed,  as  the  walls 
are  fo  extremely  thin,  could  not  have  been  difficult 
of  afcent ;  for  the  ruins  would  have  been  but  little 
higher  than  the  furface  of  the  ground  ;    and  it 
would  have  yielded  this  particular  advantage  to  the 
aflfailants,  that  the  bullets,  which  grazed  upon  it, 
would  have   driven  before   them  fuch  fhivers  ot 
brick  and  ftone,  as  would  have  prevented  the  gar- 
rifon  from  forming  behind  it,  fuppofing  that  the 
troops  employed  in  the  defence  of  the  place,  fiioukl 
have  fo  far  furpafied  the  ufual  limits  of  Creclian 
bravery,  as  to  refoive  to  ftand  a  general  aflault : 
Indeed,  fucha  refolution  cannot  be  imputed  to  them ; 
for  the  garrifon  and  people  were  in   general  dif-  f 
fatisfied  with  the  Viceroy's  behaviour,    and  were  I 
never  expected  to  a6t  a  vigorous  part.     The  Vice-  | 
roy  himfelf  greatly  apprehended  that  the  Commo-  I 
dorc  would  make  him  a  vifit  at  Litnay  the  capitol  I 
of  the  kingdom  of  Peru  ;    to  prevent  which,  if  I 
pofiible,  he  had  ordered  twelve  gallies  to  be  built 
at  Guaiaqtiil  and  other  places,  which  were  intended 
to  oppofe  the  landing  of  our  boats,  and  to  hinder 
us  from  pufliing  our  men  on  fliore.     But  this  was 
an  impradicable  projed,    and  proceeded  on  the 
fuppofition  that  our  fliips,  when  we  fhould  land 
our  men,  would  keep  at  fuch  a  diftance,  that  thefe 
gallies,  by  drawing  little  water,  would  have  been 
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(jut  oF  the  reach  of  their  guns ;  whereas  the  Com- 
modore, before  he  had  made  fuch  an  attempt, 
would  doubtlefs  have  been  pofleffed  of  feveral  prize 
fhips,  which  he  would  not  have  hefitated  to  have 
nin  on  fhore  for  the  proteftion  of  his  boats  -,  and 
befides  there  were  many  places  on  that  coaft,  and 
one  in  particular  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Callao, 
where  there  was  good  anchoring,  though  a  great 
depth  of  water,  within  a  cable's  length  of  the 
Ihore  ;  fo  that  the  cannon  of  the  men  of  war  would 
have  fwept  all  the  coaft  to  above  a  mile's  diftance 
from  the  water's  edge,  and  would  have  effedtually 
prevented  any  force  froin  aflembling,  to  oppofe  the 
landing  and  forming  of  our  men  :  And  the  place 
had  this  additional  advantage,  that  it  was  but  two 
leagues  diftant  from  the  city  of  Lima  ;  fo  that  we 
might  have  been  at  that  city  within  four  hours  after 
we  fhould  have  been  firft  difcovered  from  the  Ihore. 
The  place  I  have  here  in  view  is  about  two  leagues 
South  of  Callao,  and  juft  to  the  northward  of  the 
head-land  called,  in  Frezfet*s  draught  of  that  coaft, 
Morro  Solar.  Here  there  is  leventy  or  eighty  fii- 
thom  of  water,  within  two  cables  length  of  the 
Ihore  i  and  the  Spaniards  themfelves  were  fo  ap- 
prehenfive  of  our  attempting  to  land  there,  that 
they  had  projefted  to  build  a  fort  dole  to  the  wa- 
ter j  but  there  being  no  money  in  the  royal  chefts, 
they  could  not  go  on  with  that  work,  and  there- 
lore  they  contented  themfelves  with  keeping  a 
guard  of  an  hundred  horfe  there,  that  they  might 
be  fure  to  receive  early  notice  of  our  appearance  on 
that  coaft.  Indeed  fome  of  them  (as  we  were  told) 
conceiving  our  management  at  fea  to  be  as  pufilU- 
nimous  as  their  own,  pretended  that  the  Commo- 
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dore  v/ould  never  dare  to  bring  in  his  fhlps  there, 
for  fcL;r  that  in  (o  great  a  depth  of  water  their  an- 
chors could  not  hold  them. 

And  here  let  it  not  be  imagined,  that  I  am  pro- 
ceeding upon  groundlefs  and  extravagant  prcfump- 
tions,  when  I  conclude,  that  fifteen  hundred  or  a 
thoufand  of  our  people,  well. conducted,  fhould 
have  been  an  over-match  for  any  numbers  the  Spa- 
niards could  mufter  in  Souib  America.  For  not  to 
inention  the  experience  we  had  of  thetn  at  Pmta 
and  Petaphmy  it  muft  be  remembered,  that  our 
Commodore  was  extremely  folicitous  to  luve  all 
his  men  trained  to  the  dexterous  ufe  of  their  Hre- 
arms  i  whereas  the  Spaniards,  in  this  part  of  the 
world,  were  in  great  want  of  arms,  and  were  very 
awkward  in  tlic  management  of  the  few  they  h.ui ; 
And  though,  on  their  repeated  reprefentationr.,  the 
Court  oi Spainh-^d.  ordered  feveral  thoufand firelocks 
to  be  put  on  board  FIzarro*s  fquadron,  yet  thofe,  it 
is  evident,  could  not  have  been  in  America  time 
enough  to  have  been  employed  againft  us  -,  fo  that 
•by  our  arms,  and  our  readintfs  in  the  ufe  of  them 
(not  to  infift  On  the  timidity  and  foftnefs  of  oiir 
enemy)  we  iliould  in  fome  degree  have  had  the 
fame  advantages,  wliich  the  Spaniards  themfelvc? 
had,  in  the  tirit  difcovery  of  this  country,  againll 
its  naked  and  unarmed  inhabitants. 

An<l  now  let  it  be  confidered  what  were  the  events 
which  we  had  to  fear,  or  what  were  the  circum- 
ftanccs  which  could  have  prevented  us  from  giving 
law  to  all  the  coall  of  South  America^  and  thereby 
cutting  ofi'  from  Spain  the  rcfources  which  fhe  drew 
from  thofe  immenfe  provinces,  I^y  fea  there  was 
no  force  capable  of  oppofing  us  •,  for  how  foon 
fcevcr  WT  had  failed,  Pizarro'^  fquadron  could  not 
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juve  failed  fooner  than  it  did,  and  therefore  could 
not  have  avoided  the  fate  in  met  with  :  As  wc  fhould 
have  been  maflert  of  the  ports  of  Chili,  we  could 
there  have  fupplied  ourfelves  with  tlic  provifions 
we  wanted  in  the  grcatefl  plenty  j  and  from  Baldi- 
via  to  the  equinodlial  we  ran  no  rifque  of  lofing  our 
men  by  ficknefs,  (that  being  of  all  climates  the 
mofl:  temperate  and  healthy)  nor  of  having  our 
Ihips  diilibled  by  bad  weather  j  and  had  we  wanted 
hands  to  afTift  in  the  navigating  our  fquadron, 
whilft  a  confidcrable  part  of  our  men  were  employed 
on  fhore,  we  could  not  have  failed  of  getting 
whatever  numbers  we  pleafed  in  the  ports  we  fhould 
have  taken,  and  the  prizes  which  would  have  fallen 
into  our  hands  ;  and  I  mufl  obferve  that  the  Indi- 
ans, who  are  the  principal  failors  in  that  part  of  the 
world,  are  extremely  docile,  and  dexterous,  and 
though  they  are  not  fit  to  flruggle  with  the  incle- 
mencies of  a  cold  climate,  yet  in  temperate  feas 
they  are  mofl  ufeful  and  laborious  feamen. 

Tiius  then  it  appears,  what  important  revoluti- 
ons might  have  been  brought  about  by  our  fqua- 
dron, had  it  departed  from  England  as  early  as  it 
ought  to  have  done  :  And  from  hence  it  is  eafy  to 
conclude,  what  immenfe  advantages  might  have 
thence  accrued  to  the  public.  For,  as  on  our  fuc- 
cefs  it  would  have  been  impolllble  for  the  kingdom 
of  Spain  to  have  received  any  treafure  from  the 
provinces  bordering  on  tlie  Soulh-Seas,  or  even  to 
have  had  any  communication  with  them,  it  is  cer- 
tain that  the  whole  attention  of  that  Monarchy  mufl: 
have  been  immediately  employed  in  reg.iining  the 
pofTefTion  of  thefe  ineftimable  territories,  cither  by 
force  or  compact.  By  the  firil  of  thefe  methods  it 
was  fcarccly  poflible  they  could  fuccecd  j   for  it 
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miifl:  have  been  at  leafl:  a  twelve-month  from  our 
arrival,  before  any  fliips  from  Spain  could  get  into 
the  ^outh-Seas^  and  thofc  perhaps  feparated,  dil- 
abled,,  and  fickly ;  and  by  that  time  they  would 
have  had  no-port  in  their  pojflfcflion,  either  to  ren- 
dezvous at  or  to  relit  j  whilft  we  might  have  been 
Tupplied  acrofs  the  Illhmus  with  whatever  necefTa- 
ries,  ftores,  or  even  men  we  wanted,  and  might 
thereby  have  maintained  our  fquadron  in  as  good  a 
plight,  as  when  it  firft  fet  fail  from  St.  Helens.  In 
fhorr,  it  required  but  little  pn^lence  in  the  condudl 
of  this  bufinefs  t»  have  rendered  all  the  dffbrts  of 
Spain^  feconded  by  the  power  of  France^  ineffec- 
tual, and  to  have  maintained  our  conquefts  in  defi- 
ance of  them  both  :  So  that  they  muft  either  have 
refolved  to  have  Jeft  Great-Britain  mailers  of  the 
wealth  of  Soutb-Amcrira,  (the  principal  fupport  ot 
all  their  dcftrudive  projefts)  or  tliey  muft  have  fiib-< 
mitted  to  her  terms,  and  have  been  contented  to 
receive  thefe  provjncer  back  again,  as  an  equiva-. 
lent  for  thofe  reftridlions  to  their  future  ambition, 
which  her  prudence  Ihould  have  dictated  to  them. 
Having  thus  difcufled  the  p^'odigious  weight  which 
the  operations  of  our  fquadpn  might  have  ^dded  to 
the  national  influence  of  this  kingdom,  I  fliill  hen- 
end  this  fcfond  bpok,.  referring  to  the  next,  the 
pafTagc  of  the  fhattered  remains  pf  our  force  acrols 
the /^^t/At*  Ocean,  and  all  their  future  tranfadlions 
till  the  ^ommodpre's  arrival  in  England.     ,    .  %, , 
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WHEN,  on  the  6th  of  May  J742,  we 
left  the  coaft  of  America^  we  ftood  to 
the  S.  W.  with  a  view  of  meeting  with 
the  N.  E.  trade-wind,  which  the  accounts  of  former 
writers  made  us  expeft  at  feventy  or  eighty  leagues 
diftance  from  the  land :  We  had  bcfides  another 
reafon  for  ftanding  to  the  fouthward,  which  was 
the  getting  into  the  latitude  of  13  or  14°  North  ; 
that  being  the  parallel  where  the  Pacific  Ocean  is 
moft  ufually  crofled,  and  confequently  where  the 
navigation  is  efteemed  the  fafeft  :  This  laft  pur- 
pofe  we  had  foon  anfwered,  being  in  a  day  or  two 
fufficiently  advanced  to  the  South.    At  the  fame 
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time  we  were  alfo  farther  from  the  rtiore,  than  we 
had  prefumcd  was  neccfTary  for  the  falUiig  in  with 
the  trade-wind :  But  in  this  particular  we  were  moll 
grievoufly  difappointed  ;  for  the  wind  ftill  conti- 
nued to  the  wcftward,  or  at  bell  variable.  As  the 
getting  into  the  N.  E.  trade,  was  to  us  3  matter  of 
die  laft  confequence,  we  flood  more  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  and  made  many  experiments  to  meet  with 
it  ;  but  all  our  efforts  were  for  a  long  time  unfuc- 
cefsful  :  So  that  it  was  {even  weeks,  from  our 
leaving  the  coaft,  before  wc  got  into  the  true  tradc- 
>#'ind.  This  was  an  interv4l,  in  which  wc  believed 
we  Ihould  well  nigli  have  reached  the  eafterinoll 
parts  of  JJia  :  But  wc  were  lb  baffled  with  the 
contrary  and  viri.'Ao  winds,  which  for  all  that  time 
perplexed  us,  tl; ;  vc  were  not  as  yet  advanced 
above  a  ii>i!.vtii  j^wt  of  the  way.  The  delay  alone 
would  iuve  been  a  fufficicnt  mortification  j  but 
there  were  other  circumilanccs  attending  it,  which 
rendered  this  fituation  not  lefs  terrible,  and  our 
apprehenfions  perhaps  ftill  greater  than  in  any  of 
our  paft  diftrefTes.  For  our  two  fliips  were  by  this 
time  extremely,  cra^y  j  and  many  days  had  not: 
pafTed,  before  we  difcovered  a  fpriiig  in  the  fore- 
maft  of  the  Ceniurion,  which  rounded  about  twenty- 
fix  inches  of  its  circumference,  and  which  was 
judged  to  be  at  leafl  four  inches  deep  :  And  no 
fooncr  had  our  Carpenters  fecured  this  with  fifliiiig 
it,  but  the  Gloticejler  made  a  fi glial  of  diflrels  i  and 
we  learnt  that  llie  had  a  dangerous  fpring  in  her 
main-mafl,  twelve  feet  below  the  truffel  trees  j  lo 
that  fhe  could  not  carry  any  fail  upon  it.  Our 
Carpenters,  on  a  Itrid  examination  of  this  mall, 
found  it  lb  very  rotten  and  decayed,  that  they 
judged  it  nccclTary  to  cut  it  down  as  low  as 
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peared  to  have  been  injured ;  and  by  this  it  was  rti, 
duced  to  nothing  but  a  flump,  which  ferved  only 
as  a  ftep  to  the  top-maft.  Thefe  accidents  aug- 
mented our  delay,  and  occafioned  us  great  anxiety 
about  our  future  fecurity  :  For  on  our  leaving  the 
coaft  of  Mexico,  the  fcurvy  had  begun  to  make  it» 
appearance  again  amongft  our  people  •,  though  from 
our  departure  from  Juan  Fernandes  we  had  till  then 
enjoyed  a  moft  uninterrupted  ftate  of  health.  We 
too  well  knew  the  effedts  of  this  difeafe,  from  our 
iormcr  fatal  experience,  to  fuppofe  that  any  thing 
but  a  fpeedy  paflage  could  fecure  the  greater  part 
ot  our  crew  from  perifhing  by  it :  And  as,  after 
being  feven  weeks  at  fea,  there  did  not  appear  any 
reafons  that  could  perfuade  us,  we  were  nearer  the 
trade-wind,  than  when  we  firft  fet  out  •,  there  was 
no  ground  for  us  to  fuppofe,  but  our  paflage  would 
prove  at  leaft  three  times  as  long  as  we  at  firft  ex- 
pefted  i  and  confequently  we  had  the  melancholy 
profpeft,  either  of  dying  by  the  fcurvy,  or  periih-p 
ing  with  the  fhip  for  want  of  hands  to  navigate  her. 
Indeed,  fome  amongft  us  were  at  firft  willing  to 
believe,  that  in  this  warm  climate,  fo  different  from 
what  we  felt  in  pafTing  round  Cape  Horn,  the  vio- 
lence of  this  difeafe,  and  its  fatality,  might  be  iiv 
lome  degree  mitigated  ;  as  it  had  not  been  unufual 
to  fuppofe  that  its  particular  virulence  in  that  paf- 
lage was  in  a  great  meafure  owing  to  the  feverity 
vfthe  weather  :  But  the  havock  of  the  diftemper, 
in  our  prefent  circumftances,  foon  convinced  us  of 
the  falfity  of  this  fpeculation  ;  as  it  likewife  ex- 
ploded fome  other  opinions,  which  ulually  pafs 
current  about  the  caufe  and  nature  of  this  difeafe. 

For  it  has  been  generally  prefumed,   that  plenty 
of  frefh  provifions,  and  of  water  are  effectual  pre- 
ventives 
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Tehtivds  oF  this  malady  ;  but  it  happened  that  m 
the  prefent  inftance  we  had  a  confiderable  ftock  of 
frefh  prbvifions  on   board,    as  hogs  and   fowls, 
which  were  taken  at  Paita  ;  and  we  befides  almoft 
every  day  caught  great  abundance  of  bonito's,  dol- 
phins,   and  albicores ;    and  the  unfettled  feafon, 
which  deprived  us  of  the  benefit  of  the  trade-wind, 
proved  extremely  rainy  ;    fb  that  we  were  enabled 
to  fill  up  our  water  calk,  almoft  as  faft  as  they 
were  empty  5  and  each  man  had  five  pints  of  water 
allowed  him  every  day,  during  the  palfage.     But 
notwithfkanding  this  plenty  of  water,  and  that  the 
Frefli  provifions  were  diftributed  amongft  the  fick, 
and  the  whole  crew  often  fed  upon  filh,  yet  neither 
were  the  fick  hereby  relieveu,  nor  the  progrefs  and 
advancement  of  the  difeafe  retarded  :  Nor  was  it  in 
thefe  inftances  only  that  we  found  ourfelves  difap- 
pointed  j  for  though  it  has  been  ufually  efteemed  a 
ncceflary  piece  of  management  to  keep  all  Ihips, 
wh  ;re  the  crews  are  large,  as  clean  and  airy  be- 
tween decks  as  pofflble  j  and  it  hath  been  believed 
by  many,  that  this  particular,  if  well  attended  to, 
would  prevent  the  appearance  of  the  fcurvy,  or  at 
leaft,  mitigate  its  efFefts  •,  yet  we  obferved,  during 
the  latter  paft  of  our  run,  that  though  we  kept  all 
our  ports  open,  and  took  uncommon  pains  in 
deanfing  and  fweetning  the  ihips,  yet  neither  the 
progrefs,    nor  the  virulence  of  the  difeafe  were 
thereby  fenfibly  abated.         t'  1 ,1";   ' ;    '";      . 

However,  Iwouldnotbcliridci-ftoodtbnfrcrt,  thai 
Frelh  provifions,  plenty  of  water,  and  a  conllant  frell^ 
fupply  of  fweet  air  between  decks,  arc  matters  of  no 
moment  :  I  am,  on  the  contrary,  well  Hitisfied,  that 
they  are  all  of  them  articles  of  great  importance, 
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and  are  doubtlefs  extremely  conducive  to  the  healtH 
and  vigour  of  a  crew^  and  may  in  many  cafes  pre- 
vent the  fatal  malady  we  are  now  fpeaking  of  from 
taking  place.     AH'  I  have  aimed  at,  in  what  I 
have  advanced,    is   only  to  fhew  that  in  fome 
inftances,  both  the  cure,  and  prevention  of  this 
tlifeafe,    is  impoflible  to  be  efFeded  by  any  ma- 
nagement,   or  by   the  application  of  any  reme- 
dies which  can  be  made  ufe  of  at  fea.     Indeed,  I 
am  myfelf  fully  perfuaded,  that  when  it  has  once 
got  to  a  certain  head,  there  are  no  other  means  in 
nature  for  relieving  the  difeafed,  but  carrying  them 
on  ihore,  or  at  leaft  bringing  them  into  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  land.    Perhaps  a  diftindt  and  adequate 
knowledge  of  the  fource  of  this  difeafe  may  never 
be  difcovered  j  but  in  general,  there  is  no  difficul- 
ty iti  conceiving,  that  as  a  continued  fupply  of 
frefh  air  is  ncceflliry  to  all  animal  life  •,    and  as  this 
air  is  fo  particular  a  fluid,  that  without  loHng  its 
tlailicity,  or  any  of  its  obvious  properties^  it  may 
be  rendered  unfit  for  this  purpofe,  by  the  mixing 
with  it  fome  very  fubtle  and  othj^rwife  impercepti- 
ble effluvia  1,  it  may  be  conceived,  I  fay,  that  the 
ftreams  arifmg  from  the  ocean  may  jiave  a  tendency 
to  render  the  aip  they  ar*.  fpread  through  left  pro- 
perly adapted  to  the  fupportofthe  life  ofterreftrial 
animals,   unlefs  thefe  ftreams    are  corre6ked    by 
effluvia  of  another  kind,   and  which  perhaps  the 
land  alone  can  fupply.        '^ -*-•;  .,'j->  »  .     -^ 

To  what  hadi  been  already  faid  in  relation  to  this 
difeafe,  I  fhall  add,  that  our  furgeon  (who  during 
our  paflage  round  Cape  Horn^  had  afcribed  the 
mortality  we  fufflsred  to  thefevcrity  of  the  climate) 
exerted  himfelf  in  the  prefent  run  to  the  utmoft, 
and  at  laft  declared,  tliat  all  his  meafures  were  to- 
tally 
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^y  beflPeftual,  and  did  not  in  the  leaft  avail  his 
patients :  On  which  it  was  refolved  by  the  Com- 
modore to  try  the  efFefts  of  two  medicines,  which, 
j«ft  before  his  departure  from  England,  were  the 
•fubjedk  of  much  difcourfe,  I  mean  the  pill  and  drop 
of  Mr.  ^ard.     For  however  violent  the  eflfefts  of 
•thefe  medicines  are  faid  to  have  fometimes  proved, 
•yet  in  the  prefent  inftance*  where  deftrudtion  feemed 
inevitable  without  fome  remedy,  the  experiment 
at  leaft  was  thought  advifeable :   And  therefore, 
one  or  both  of  them,  at  different  times,  were  given 
to  perfons  in  every  ftage  of  the  diftemper.     Out  of 
•the  numbers  tliat  took,  them,  one,  foon  after  fwal- 
lowing  the  pill,  was  feized  with  a  violent  bleeding 
at  the  nofe  :  He  was  before  given  over  by  the  fur- 
geon,  and  lay  ahnoft  at  the  point  of  death ;  but  he 
immediately  found  himfelf  much  better,  and  con- 
tinued to  recover,  though  (lowly,  till  we  arrived 
on  Ibore,  which  was  near  a  fortnight  after.     A  few 
otheii  too  were  relieved  for  fome  days,    but  the 
difeafe  returned  again  with  as  much  violence  as 
ever ;  though  neither  did  thefe,  nor  the  reft,  who 
received  no  benefit,   appear  to  be  reduced  to  a 
worfe  condition  than  they  would  have  been  if  they 
had  taken  nothing.     The  moft  remarkable  property 
of  thefe  medicines^  and  what  was  obvious  in  almoft 
every  one  that  took  them,  was*  that  they  operated 
in  proportion  to  the  vigour  of  the  patient ;  fo  that 
thofe  who  were  within  two  or  three  days  of  dying 
were  fcarcely  affefted  •,  and  as  the  patient  was  dif- 
ferently advanced  in  the  difeafe,  the  operation  was 
either  a  gentle  perfpiration,  an  eafy  vomit,  or  a 
moderate  purge  :  But  if  they  were  taken  by  one  in 
full  ftrength,  they  then  produced  all  the  before- 
mentioned  eSedbs  with  confid^rable  violenccy  which 

fome- 


:  avail  his 
the  Corn- 
is,  which, 

were  the 
I  and  drop 
;  effects  of 
es  proved, 
on  leemed 
xperiment 
therefore, 
vere  given 
'.  Out  of 
after  fwal- 
t  bleeding 
»y  the  fur- 
h;  but  he 

and  con- 
VQ  arrived 
A  few 
but  the 
iolence  as 
reft,  who 
jced  to  a 
en  if  they 
e  property 

in  almoft 
f  operated 

i  fo  that 

of  dying 
Lt  was  dif- 
•ation  was 
mit,  or  a 

by  one  in 
le  before- 
ice,  which 
fome- 


r. 


(  399  ) 

fonietlmes  continued  for  fix  or  eight  hours  toge^ 
ther,  with  little  intermiflion.  But  to  return  to 
the  profecution  of  our  voyage. 

I  have  already  obfervcd,  that,  a  few  days  after 
our  running  oft'  the  coait  of  Mexico,  the  Glouce/Ur 
had  her  main-maft  cut  down  to  a  ftump,  and  we 
were  obliged  to  fifli  our  fore-maft  ;  and  that  thefc 
misfortunes  were  greatly  aggravated,  by  our  meetr 
ing  with  contrary  and  variable  winds  for  near  feven 
weeks.     I  ihall  now  add,  that  when  we  reached 
the  trade-wind,  and  it  fettled  between  the  North 
and  the  Eall,   yet  it  feldom  blew  with  fo  much 
ftrehgth,  but  the  Centurion  might  have  carried  all 
her  fmall   fails  abroad  with  the  greateft  fafcty ; 
fo  that  now,  had  we  been  a  fmgle  fliip,  we  might 
have  run  down  our  longitude  apace,    and  have 
reached  the  Ladrones  fowi  enough  to  have  recover- 
ed great  numbers  of  our  men,    who  afterwards 
pcrifhed.     But  the  Gloucejier,  by  the  lofs  of  her 
main-maft,  failed  fo  very   heavily,    that  we  had 
ieldom  any  more  than  our  top-fails  fet,  and  yet 
were  frequently  obliged  tko  lie  too  for  her  :    And, 
I  conceive,   that  in  the  whole  we  loft  little  lefs 
than  a  month  by  our  attendance  upon  her,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  various  mifchances  ftie  encounter- 
ed.    In  all  this  run  it  v/as  remarkable,  that  we 
were  rarely  many  days  together,  without  feeing 
great  numbers  of  birds  *,    wWch  is  a  proof  that 
there  are  many  illands,  or  at  leaft  rocks,  fcatteredall 
along,  at  no  very  confiderable  diftance  from  our 
track.      Some  indeed   there   are    marked  in  the 
Spanijh  chart,  hcreatcer  inferted  -,  but  the  frequency 
of  the  birds  fecm  to  evince,  that  there  are  many 
more  than  have  been  hitherto  difcovcred  :  For  the 
greateft  part  of  the  bii'ds,  we  obferved,  were  fuch 
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in  are  known  to  rooft  on  fhore  *,  and  the  manner 
of  their  appearance  fufficiently  made  out,  that  they 
came  from  fome  diftant  haunt  every  mornbg,  and 
returned  thither  again  in  the  evening ;  for  we 
never  faw  them  early  or  late ;  and  the  hour  of 
their  arrival  and  departure  gradually  varied,  which 
we  fuppofed  was  occafioned  by  our  running  nearer 
•their  haunts,  or  getting  farther  from  them. 

The  trade-wind  continued  to  favour  us  without 
any  fluftuation,  from  the  end  of  June  till  towards 
the  end  of  Jufy,  But  on  the  26th  of  July^  being 
then,  as  we  efteemed,  about  three  hundred  leagues 
diftant  from  the  Ladronesy  we  met  with  a  wefterly 
,  wind,  which  did  not  come  about  again  to  the 
eaftward  in  four  days  time.  This  was  a  moft  di- 
fpiriting  incident,  as  it  at  once  damped  all  our 
hopes  of  fpeedy  relief,  efpecially  too  as  it  was  at- 
tended with  a  vexatious  accident  to  the  Gloucejier : 
For  in  one  part  of  thcfc  four  days  the  wind  flat- 
ted to  a  calm,  and  the  (hips  rolled  very  deep  ■, 
by  which  means  the  Glouc^er's  forccap  fplit,  aixi 
her  top-maft  came  by  the  board,  and  broke  her 
fore-yard  diredUy  in  the  (lings.  As  (he  was  here- 
by rendered  incapable  of  making  any  fail  for  fome 
time,  we  were  obliged,  as  foon  as  a  ^ale  fprung 
up,  to  take  her  in  tow  j  and  near  twenty  of  the 
healthieft  and  ablcft  of  otir  feamen  were  taken  from 
the  buflnefs  of  our  own  Ihip,  and  were  employed 
for  eight  or  ten  days  together  on  board  the  Glou- 
tejier  in  repairing  her  damages  :  But  thefe  things, 
mortifying,  as  we  thought  them,  were  but  the 
beginning  of  our  difafters  \  for  fcarce  had  our 
people  finilhed  their  bufinefs  in  the  Gloucejier^  be- 
fore we  met  with  a  moft  violent  ftorm  in  the 
weftern  board,   which  obliged  us  to  lie  to.    In 
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khe  beginning  of  this  ftorm  our  fliip  fprung  a  leak,' 
and  let  in  fo  much  water,  that  all  our  people, 
officers  included,    were  employed  c©ntinually  in 
working  the  pumps  :    And  the  next  day  we  had 
the  vexation  to  fee  the  Gloucejier^   with  her  top- 
maft  once  more  by  the  board ;  and  whilft  we  were 
viewing  her  with  great  concern  for  this  new  xli- 
ftrefs,  we  faw  her  main-top  maft,  which  had  hi- 
therto fcrved  as  a  jury  main-maft,  Ihare  the. fame 
fate.     This  compleated  cur  misfortunes,  and  ren- 
dered them  without  rcfourcc  ;  for  we  knew  the 
Gloucejlerh  crew  were  fo  few  and  feeble,  that  with- 
out our  afTiftance  they  could  not  be  relieved  : 
And  our  fick  were  now  fo  far  encreafed,  and  thofc 
that  remained  in  health  fo  continually  fatigued  with 
the  additional  duty  of  our  pumps,  that  it  was  im- 
pofllble  for  us  to  lend  them  any  aid.     Indeed  we 
were  not  as  yet  fully  apprized  of  the  deplorable 
fituation  of  the  Gloucejierh  crew ;    for  when  the 
ftorm  abated,  (which  during  its  continuance  pre- 
vented all  communication  with  them)  the  Gloucejier 
bore  up  under  our  ftern  j  and  Captain  Mitchel  in- 
formed the  Commodore,  that  befides  the  lofs  of 
his  mafts,  which  was  all  that  had  appeared  to  us, 
the  Ihip  had  then  no  lefs  than  feven  feet  of  wa- 
ter m  her  hold,  although  his  officers  and  men  had 
been  kept  conftantly  at  the  pump  for  the  lad 
twenty-four  hours.         t.  ,    .     ,.»....,    ,  .  .     ■>  ■ 
This  laft  circumftance  was  indeed  a  moft  ter- 
rible accumulation  to  the  other  extraordinary  tii- 
ftrefles  of  the  Gloucejier^  and  required,  if  poflibJc, 
the  moft  fpeedy  and  vigorous  afliftance  -,   wliicli 
Captain  ATUchel  begged  the  Commodore  to  fenJ 
him  :    But  the  debility  of  our  people,    and  our 
own  immediate   prcfervation,  rendered  it  impol- 
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fible  For  the  Commodore  to  comply  with  lils  rc^ 
queft.  All  that  could  be  done  was  to  fend  our 
boat  on  board  for  a  more  particular  condition  of 
the  fhip  ;  and  it  was  foon  fufpc6tcd  that  the  taking 
her  people  on  board  us,  and  then  deftroying  her, 
was  the  only  mcafure  that  could  be  profecuted  in 
the  prefent  emergency,  both  for  the  fccurity  of 
their  lives  and  of  our  own. 

Our  boat  foon  returned  with  a  reprcfcntation  of 
the  ftate  of  the  Gloiicejicr^  and  of  her  fcveral  de- 
feds,  figncd  by  Captain  Mitchel  and  all  his  offi- 
cers ;  by  which  in  appeared,  that  flie  had  fprung 
ii  leak  by  thp  flcrn-poft  being  loofe,  and  working 
with  every  roll  of  the  fliip,  and  by  two  beams  a 
midfliips  being  broken  in  the  orlope  -,  no  part  of 
whivii  the  Carpenters  reported  was  pofTible  to  be 
repaired  at  lea  :  That  both  ofliccrs  and  men  had 
worked  twenty-four  hours  at  the  pump  without 
intermiiTion,  and  were  at  length  lb  fatigued,  that 
they  could  continue  tiieir  labour  no  longer  •,  buc 
had  been  forced  to  defift,  with  feven  feet  of  water 
in  the  hold,  which  covered  tlieir  calk,  fo  that 
they  could  neither  come  at  frelli  water,  nor  pro- 
vifion  :  That  they  had  no  mail  {landing,  except 
the  forc-niaft,  the  mizen-maft,  and  the  mizen  top- 
inaft,  nor  had  they  any  fpare  mafts  to  get  up  in 
the  room  of  thofc  they  had  loft  :  That  the  fliip 
was  bcfidcs  extremely  decayed  in  every  part,  for 
her  knees  and  clamps  were  all  worked  quite  loofe, 
and  her  upper  works  in  general  were  ^o  loofe, 
that  the  quarter-deck  was  ready  to  drop  down: 
A.nd  that  lier  crev/  was  greatly  reduced,  fcr  tliere 
x<  nmined  alive  on  board  her  no  more  than  feventy- 
levcn  men,  eighteen  boys,  and  two  prifoners,  ot- 
£cers  included  i   and  that  of  this  whole  number, 
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tnly  fixteen  men,   and  eleven  boys  were  capable 
of  keeping  the  deck,   and  ieveral  of  thcfe  very 
infirm. 

The  Commodore,  on  the  pemfal  of  this  melan- 
choly  reprefentation,    prefently  ordered    them  a 
fupply  of  water  and  provifions,    of  which   they 
feemed  to  be  in  immediate  want,  and  at  the  fame 
time  fent  his  own  Carpenter  on  board  them,   to 
examine  into  the  truth  of  every  particular ;   and  it 
being  found,   on  the   ftriftefi:   enquiry,   that  tlic 
preceding  account  v/as  in  no  infl:ance  exaggerated^ 
it  plainly  appeared,  that  there  was  no  pofrbility 
of  prcferving   the  Gloucefter  any  longer,    as  her 
leaks  were  irreparable,   and  the  united  hands  on 
board  both  fliips,  capable  of  working,  would  laot 
be  able  to  free  her,  even  if  our  own  fhip  Ihould 
not  employ  any  part  of  them.     What  then  could 
be  refolved  on,  when  it  was  tlie  utinoft  we  our- 
fdves  could  do  to  manage  our  own  pumps  ?  In- 
deed there  was  no  room  for  deliberation  ;  the  only 
(lep  to  be  taken  was,  the  faving  the  lives  of  the 
few  that   remained  on  board  the  Gu.tccjhr,    and 
getting  out  of  her  as  much  as  was  pofllblc  before 
!he  was  deftroyed.     And  therefore  the  Commodore 
immediately  fcnt  an  order  to  Captain  Alitchely    as 
the  weather  was  now  calm  and  favourable,  to  fend 
his  people  on  board  the  Centurion  as  expeditioufly 
as  he  could  •,    and  to  take  out  fuch  (lores  as  he 
could  get  at,  whilfl  the  Ihip  could  be  kept  above 
water.     And  as  our  leak  required  Icfs  attention, 
whilfl:  the  prefent  eafy  weather  continued,  we  fenc 
Our  boats  with  as  many  men  as  we  could  fpare,  to 
Captain  MitcheVs  afllftance. 

The  removing  the  Glouccfici\  people  on  board  us, 
and  the  getting  out  fuch  floies  as  cculd  nioH  eafiJy 
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be  come  at,  gave  us  full  employment  for  tW9 
days.  Mr.  Anfon  was  extremely  defirous  to  have 
gotten  two  of  her  cabl^*;  and  an  anchor,  but  the  ; 
fhip  rolled  fo  much,  and  the  men  were  fo  excef-  ; 
fively  fatigued,  that  they  were  incapable  of  eflfedl-  j 
ing  it  i  nay,  it  was  even  with  the  greateft  difficulty  | 
that  tlie  prize-money,  which  the  Gloucefier  had  ta-  I 
ken  in  the  South-Seas,  was  fecured,  and  fent  on  \ 
board  the  Centurion  :  However,  the  prize-goods  ? 
on  board  her,  which  amounted  to  feveral  thou-  |. 
fand  pounds  in  value,  and  were  principally  the 
Centttrion*s  property,  were  entirely  loft ;  nor  could 
any  more  provifion  be  got  out  than  five  calk  ot  , 
Howcr,  xhree  of  which  were  fpoilcd  by  the  fait-  | 
water.  Their  fick  men  amounting  to  near  feven- 
ty,  were  removed  into  boats  with  as  much  care 
as  the  circumftances  of  that  time  would  permit ; 
but  three  or  four  of  them  expired  as  they  were 
hoilling  ♦•hem  into  the  Centurion.        '  '' 

It  was  the  15th  ofAuguft,  in  the  evening,  before 
the  Gloucefter  was  cleared  of  every  thing  that  was 
propofed  to  be  removed  i  and  though  the  hold 
was  now  almoft  full  of  water,  yet,  as  the  Carpen- 
ters were  of  opinion  that  fhe  might  flill  fwim  for 
fome  time,  if  the  calm  Ihould  continue,  and  the 
water  become  fmooth,  Ihe  was  fet  on  fire  i  for  we  % 
knew  not  how  near  we  might  now  be  to  the  Ifland 
lit  CuiVf:,  which  wa^s  In  the  pofieflion  of  our  ene- 
mies, and  the  wreck  of  fuch  a  fliip  would  have 
t»cen  to  them  no  contemptible  acquifition.  When 
fi-ic  v/as  let  on  fire.  Captain  Mitchel  and  his  o/Ticcrs 
lelt  her,  and  came  on  board  the  Centurion :  And 
we  immediately  itood  from  the  wreck,  not  with- 
out fOme  apprehenfions  (  as  we  had  now  only  a 
light  breeze)  that  if  fhe  blew  up  foon,  the  con- 
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culllon  of  the  air  might  damage  our  rigging  -,  but 
(he  fortunately  burnt,  though  very  lierccly,  tlie 
whole  night,  her  guns  firing  fucccflively,  as  the 
flames  reached  them.  And  it  was  fix  in  rhe  morn- 
ing, when  we  were  about  four  leagues  dillant,  be- 
fore Ihe  blew  up  \  the  report  flie  made  upon  this 
occafion  was  but  a  fmall  que,  but  there  was  an 
exceeding  black  pilhir  of  fmoke,  which  (hot  up 
into  the  air  to  a  very  confiderable  height. 

Thus  pcrilhed  his  Majeily's  Ihip  the  Gloucejicr. 
And  now  it  might  have  been  expeded,  that  being 
freed  from  the  cmbarrafments  which  her  frequent 
difafters  had  involved  us  in,    we  might  proceed 
on  our  way  much  brifker  than  we  had  hitherto 
done,    efpecially  as  we  had  received  feme  fmall 
addition  to  our  ftrength,  by  the  taking  on  board 
the  Gloucejier^s  crew  j  but  our  anxieties  were  not 
yet  to  be  relieved ;    for,  notwithftanding  all  that 
we  had  hitherto  fuffei-ecU    there   remained  mucli 
greater  diftrefles,  which  we  were  ftill  to  ftruggli." 
with.     For  the  late  ftorm,  which  had  proved  fo 
fatal  to  the  Gloucefter,  hud  driven  ais  to  the  north- 
ward of  our  intended  coufc  j  and  the  current  k-t- 
ting  the  fame  way,  after  the  weather  abated,  h.aJ 
forced  us  ftill  a  degree  or  two  farther,  fo  that  wi- 
were  now  in  17"  \  of  Nori^i  latitude,  inllead  oi 
being  in   13°  I,   which  was  the  parallel  we  pi-o- 
pofed  to  keep,    in  order  to  rc^tch  the  liland  ol 
Guam:    And  as  it  had  been  a  perttcl  cA\w  t-r 
fome  days  fince  the  ceflation  of  the  ftonn,   aii.l 
we  were  ignorant  how  near  we  were  to  the  meri- 
dian of  the  Ladrones,   and  fuppofed  ourfclvc ;  not 
to  be  far  from  it,  we  apprehended  tliat  we  might 
be  driven  to  the  leeward  of  them  by  the  curreiu, 
without  difcovcring  them  :  In  thib  cafe,  t];c  only 
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land  we  could  make  would  be  fome  of  the  eaflcra 
parts  ofyf/Ia^  where,  if  we  could  arrive,  wc  (liould 
lind  the  wefttrn  moiifoon  in  its  full  force,  lb  that 
it  would  be  impoflible  lor  the  iloutefl  bell-manncd 
ihip  to  get  in.     And  this  coalt  beir^  removed  be- 
tween feur  and  five  hundred  leagues  farther,  we, 
in  our  languiihing  circumtlances,  could  expcd  110 
other  than  to  be  dcflroytd  by  the  fcurvy,  long  be- 
foic  the  moft  favourable  gale  could  carry  us  to 
fuch  a  diftancc :    For  our  deaths  were  now  ex- 
tremely alarming,  no  day  pafTing  in  which  we  did 
not  bury  ciglit  or  ten,  and  Ibmetimes  twelve  of 
our  men  •,  and  thofc,  who  had  hitherto  continued 
heakliy,    began  to  tall  down  apace.      Indeed  we 
made  the  bell  ufe  wc  could  of  the  prefent  calm, 
by  employing  our  Carpenters   in  fearching  after 
tlic  leak,    which  was  now  confidcrablc,  notwidii 
(landing  the  little  wind  v/e  had  :  The  Carpent^ps 
at  length  difcovered  it  to  be  in  the  Gunner's  fore 
llore-room,  where  the  water  rifhed  in  under  tlic 
breail-hook,  on  each  fide  of  the  ftem  •,  but  though 
they  found  where  it  was,  they  agreed   that  it  was 
impoiliblc  to  ilop  it,    till  we  fliould  get  into  port, 
and  till  they  could   come  at   it  on  the  outfide ; 
However,   they   did   tlic   bed   they  could  within 
board,    and  weie  fortunate  enough  to  reduce  it, 
whi(  h  was  a  confulcrablc  vdici  to  us. 

We  had  hiiherto  conli^lered  the  calm  which  fiic- 
ccedcd  the  ftorm,  and  wliich  continued  for  fome 
days,  as  a  very  gre^it  nfi!>{crtune  i  fince  the  cur- 
rents were  cU'iving  us  to  the  northward  of  our 
r'.iridlel,  and  v.c  therc'Dy  rifqued  the  milFing  of  the 
'Lndroncs^  \\\\\Ci\  we  !iow  conceived  ourfelves  to  be 
very  near.  But  when  a  gale  fprung  up,  our  con- 
dition v;au  ilill  woife  j  for  it  blew  from  the  S.  W, 
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nnd  confequently  was  diredly  oppofed  to  the  ccurfe 
we  wanted  to  fteer  :  And  though  it  foon  veered 
to  the  N.  E,  yet  this  fervcd  only  to  tantalize  us, 
for  it  returned  back  again  in  a  very  fliort  time  tu 
its  old  quarter.  However,  on  the  2  2d  oi' .lu^^Kji 
wc  had  the  fatisfadlion  to  find  thdt  the  currtnt  was 
fhifted  i  and  had  fet  us  to  the  fouthward  :  AikI 
the  23d,  at  day-break,  we  were  cheered  with  tiic 
difcovery  of  two  Iflands  in  the  wcllern  bo:Md  : 
This  gave  us  all  great  joy,  and  raifed  our  drooping 
fpirits  -,  for  before  this  an'univerfal  dejedlion  had 
feizcd  us,  and  we  almoft  defpaired  of  ever  feeing 
land  again  :  The  nfeareft  of  thefe  Iflands  we  after- 
wards found  to  be  Anatacan ;  we  judged  it  to  be 
full  fifteen  leagues  from  us,  and  it  feemed  to  be 
high*  land,  though  of  an  indifierent  length  :  The 
Other  was  the  Ifland  of  Serigan  -,  and  had  rather 
the  appearance  of  a  high  rock,  than  a  place  we 
could  hope  to  anchor  at.  'I'hc  view  of  thefe  Iflands 
is  inferred  at  the  top  of  the  thirty-third  plate. 
Wc  were  extremely  impatient  to  get  in  with  the 
neareft  Ifland,  where  we  expected  to  meet  with 
anchoring-ground,  and  an  ojiportunity  of  lefrelh- 
ing  our  fick  :  But  the  wind  })roved  lb  varia!  le  all 
day,  and  there  was  fo  little  of  it,  tliat  we  advanced 
towards  it  but  flowly  -,  however,  by  the  next 
morning  we  were  got  fo  far  to  the  weltward,  that 
we  were  in  view  of  a  third  Ifland,  which  was  that 
of  Paxaros^  though  marked  in  tiie  chart  only  as  a 
rock.  This  was  fmall  and  very  low  land,  and  ue 
had  paflfed  within  lefs  than  a  mile  of  it,  in  the 
night,  without  feeing  it  :  And  now  at  noon,  be« 
ing  within  four  miles  of  the  Ifland  ot  Anaiacan^ 
the  boat  was  fent  away  to  examine  the  anchoring- 
round  and  the  produce  of  the  place  j   and  we 
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were  not  a  little  felicitous  for  her  return,  as  we 
then  conceived  our  fate  to  depend  ujx)n  the  re- 
port we  ihould  receive  :  For  tlie  other  two  Iflands 
were  obvioully  enough  incapable  of  fijrnifhing  us 
with  any  afliftance,  and  we  knew  not  then  that 
there  were  any  others  which  we  could  reach.  In 
the  evening  the  boat  came  back,  and  the  crew  in- 
formed us  that  there  was  no  place  for  a  Hiip  co 
anchor,  the  bottom  being  every  where  foul  ground, 
and  all,  except  one  fmall  fpot,  not  lefs  than  fifty 
fatliom  in  depth ;  that  on  that  fpot  there  was  thirty 
fathom,  though  not  above  half  a  mile  from  the 
fhore  i  and  that  tlie  bank  was  fteep  to,  and  could 
not  be  depended  on  :  They  farther  told  us,  tbt 
they  had  landed  on  the  Ifland,  but  with  fome  dif- 
ficulty, on  account  of  the  greatnefs  of  the  fwcll  •, 
that  they  found  the  ground  was  every  where  cover- 
ed with  a  kind  of  cane,  or  rufli  j  but  that  diey 
met  v/ith  no  water,  and  did  not  believe  the  place 
to  be  inhabited  i  though  the  foil  was  good,  and 
abounded  with  groves  of  coco-nut-trees. 

This  account  of  the  impoflibility  ©f  anchoring 
at  this  IQand,  occiifioned  a  general  melancholy  on 
bo..;  d  \  for  we  confidercd  it  as  little  lefs  tliiui  the 
priludc  to  our  dcllruclion  ;  and  our  defpondcncy 
was  t^ncreafcd  by  a  diiappointment  we  met  with 
the  kjccecding  night  •,  for,  as  we  were  plyini?, 
under  top-fail;;,  witli  an  intention  of  getting  nearer 
to  the  Ifland,  and  of  fending  our  buat  on  Iborc  to 
!c  ad  with  coco-nuto  for  the  refrefhment  of  our  fick, 
the  wind  proved  fqually,  and  blew  fo  ftrong  off 
Jliore,  that  we  were  driven  fo  fai'  to  the  fouthward, 
that  we  dared  not  to  fend  oif  our  boat.  And  now 
the  only  pofiible  circumftancc,  that  could  feeure 
the  few  which  remained  alive  from  pcriihing,  was 
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the  accidental  Falling  in  with  fome  other  of  th« 
Lairone  Iflands,  better  prepared  for  our  accommo- 
dation ;  and  as  our  knowledge  of  thefe  Iflands 
was  extremely  imperfcft,  we  were  to  truft  entirely 
to  chance  for  our  guidance  %  only  as  they  are  all  of 
them  ufually  laid  down  near  the  fame  meridian,  and 
we  had  conceived  thofe  we  had  already  feen  to  be 
part  of  them,  we  concluded  to  (land  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  as  the  mod  probable  means  of  falling  in 
with  the  next.  Thus,  with  the  moft  gloomy  perfwafi- 
on  of  our  approaching  deftruft ion,  we  flood  from  the 
Ifland  of  Anatacan^  having  all  of  us  the  (Ironged 
apprehenfions  (and  thofc  not  ill  founded)  either  of 
dying  of  the  fcurvy,  or  of  perifliing  with  the  fliip, 
which,  for  want  of  hands  to  work  her  pumps, 
might  in  a  ihort  time  be  expeded  to  founder. 
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CHAP.    II. 


Our  anival  at  Timatt,  and  an  account  of  the 
Ifland,  and  of  our  proceedings  there,  till  the 
Centurion  drove  out  to  fca. 

IT  was  the  26th  of  Augufl  1742,  in  the  morn- 
ing, when  we  loft  fight  of  Anaiacan.  The  next 
morning  we  difcovered  thiee  other  Iflands  to  the 
eaftward,  which  werte  from  ten  to  fourteen  leagues 
from  us.  Thefe  were,  as  we  afterwards  learnt, 
the  Iflands  of  Saypariy  Tinian^  and  Aguigan.  We 
immediately  fteered  towards  Tiniaft,  which  was 
ihe  middlemoft  of  the  three,  but  had  fo  much  of 
calms  and  light  airs,  that  though  we  were  helped 
forwards  by  the  currents,  yet  next  day,  at  day-break, 
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<^e  were  at  leaft  five  leagues  diftant  From  it.  How- 
ever, we  kept  on  our  courfe,  and  ^ibout  ten  in  the 
morning  we  perceived  a  proa  under  fail  to  the 
fouthward,  between  Tininn  and  yfguigan.  As  we 
imagined  from  hence  that  thefe  Iflands  were  inha- 
bited, and  knew  that  the  Spaniards  had  always  a 
force  at  Guam^  we  took  the  ncctfTary  precautions 
for  our  own  fecurity,  and  for  preventing  the  enemy 
from  taking  advantage  of  our  prefent  wretched 
circumftanccs,  of  which  they  would  be  fufficiently 
informed  by  the  manner  of  our  working  the  (hip  j 
we  therefore  muflercd  all  our  hands,  who  were 
capable  of  (landing  to  their  arms,  and  loaded  our 
upper  and  quarter  deck  guns  with  grape-ftiot ;  and 
that  we  might  thj  more  readily  procure  fome  intel- 
ligence cf  the  (late  of  thefe  Iflands,  we  (liowed 
Spamjlj  colours,  and  hoifted  a  red  f^ag  at  the  fore 
top-mr.fl-hcad,  tO  give  our  fhip  the  appearance  of 
the  Manila  galeon,  hoping  thereby  to  decoy  fome 
of  the  inhabitants  on  board  us.  Thus  preparing 
ourfclves,  and  (landing  towards  the  land,  we  were 
near  enough,  at  three  in  the  afternoon,  to  fend  tlu* 
Cutter  in  Ihore,  to  find  out  a  proper  birth  for  the 
ftiip  ;  and  we  foon  perceived  that  a  proa  came  oW 
the  fhore  to  meet  the  Cutter,  fully  perfuaded,  as 
we  afterwards  found,  that  we  were  the  Manila  (hip. 
As  we  faw  the  Cutter  returning  back  with  the  proa 
in  tow,  we  immediately  fent  the  Pinnace  to  receive 
the  proa  and  the  prifoners,  and  to  bring  them  on 
board,  that  the  Cutter  might  proceed  on  her  eriand. 
The  Pinnace  came  back  with  a  Spaniard  and  four 
JfidianSy  which  were  the  people  taken  in  the  proa. 
The  Spaniard  was  immediately  exuniintd  as  to  the 
produce  and  circumtUnces  of  this  Kland  of  Tinian, 
and  his  account  of  it  furpa(red  even  our  molt  fan- 
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guine  hopes ;  for  he  informed  us  that  it  was  unin« 
habited,  which,  in  our  prefcnt  defencelcfs  condi- 
tion, was  an  advantage  not  to  be  defpifed,  cfpeci- 
ally  as  it  wanted  but  few  of  the  conveniencies  that 
could  be  expefted  in  the  mod  cultivated  country  ; 
for  he  afTured  us,  that  there  was  great  plenty  of  very 
good  water,  and  that  there  were  an  incredible  num- 
ber of  cattle,  hogs,  and  poultry  running  wild  on 
the  Ifland,  all  of  them  excellent  in  their  kind  ;  that 
the  woods  produced  iweet  and  four  oranges,  limes, 
lemons  and  coco-nuts  in  great  plenty,  befides  a 
fruit  peculiar  to  thcfe  Iflands  (called  by  Dampierj 
Bread-fruit)',  that  from  the  quantity  and  good  nefs 
of  the  provifions  produced  here,  the  Spaniards  at 
Guam  made  ufe  of  it  as  a  (lore  for  fupplying  the  gar- 
rifon  i  that  he  himfelf  was  a  Serjeant  of  that  garri- 
fon,  and  was  fent  here  with  twenty-two  Indians  to 
jerk  beef,  which  he  was  to  load  for  Guam  on  board 
a  fmall  bark  of  about  fifteen  tun,  which  lay  at  an- 
chor near  the  Ihore. 

This  account  was  received  by  us  with  inexprefli- 
ble  joy  :  Part  of  it  we  were  ourfclves  able  to  verify 
on  the  fpot,  as  we  were  by  this  time  near  enough 
to  difcover  feveral  numerous  herds  of  cattle  feeding 
in  different  places  of  the  Ifland  5  and  we  did  not 
any  ways  doubt  the  reft  of  his  relation,  as  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  fhore  prejudiced  us  greatly  in  its 
favour,  and  made  us  hope,  that  not  only  our  necef- 
fities  might  be  there  fully  relieved,  and  our  difeaf- 
ed  recovered,  but  that,  amidfl  thofe  pltafing  I'ccncs 
which  were  then  in  view,  we  migiit  piucuic  our- 
felves  fome  amufement  and  relaxation,  alter  the 
numerous  fatigues  we  had  undergone  :  For  tho  prof- 
ptdtof  the  country  did  by  no  means  rcfciiible  that 
of  an  uninhabited  and  uncultivated  place,  but  had 
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inuch  more  the  air  oFa  magr  ficent  plantation,  where 
large  lawns  and  ftately  woods  had  been  laid  out  to- 
gether with  great  fkill,  and  where  the  whole  had 
been  fo  artfully  combined,  and  fo  judicioufly  ailapt- 
cd  to  the  flopes  of  the  hills,  and  the  inequalities  of 
the  ground,  as  to  produce  a  mofl  flriking  effcfl, 
and  to  do  honour  to  the  invention  of  the  contriver. 
Thus,  (an  event  not  unlike  what  we  had  already 
feen)  we  were  forced  upon  :ne  moft  defirable  and 
falutary  meafures  by  accidents,  which  at  firil  fight 
we  confidered  as  the  greatefl:  of  misfortunes  •,  for 
had  we  not  been  driven  by  the  contiu  y  winds  and 
currents  to  the  northward  of  our  courfe,  (a  circum- 
ftance,  which  at  that  time  gave  us  the  moft  terri- 
ble apprchenfions)  we  fhould,  in  all  probability, 
never  have  arrived  at  tiis  delightful  Idand,  and 
confequently,  we  fhould  have  miifed  of  that  place, 
where  alone  all  our  wants  could  be  moft  amply  re- 
lieved, our  fick  recovered,  and  our  enfeebled  crew 
once  more  rcfrtihed,  and  enabled  to  put  again  to 
fea. 

The  Spanijh  Serjeant,  from  whom  we  received 
the  account  of  the  Ifland,  having  informed  us  that 
^there  were  fome  Indians  on  ftiore  under  his  com- 
mand, employed  m  jerking  beef,  and  that  there 
was  a  bark  at  anchor  to  take  it  on  board,  we  were 
defirous,  if  poflible,  to  prevent  the  Indians  from 
cfcaping,  who  doubtlefs  would  have  given  the 
Governor  of  Guam  intelligence  of  our  arrival  -,  and 
we  therefore  immediately  difpa'ched  the  Pinnace  to 
fecure  the  bark,  which  the  Serjeant  told  us  was  the 
only  imbarkation  on  the  place  ;  and  then,  about 
eight  in  the  evening,  we  let  go  our  anchor  in  twen- 
ty-two futhom  ;  and  though  it  was  almoft  calm, 
and  whatever  vigour  and  fpirit  was  to  be  found  on 
"  ^  '     board 
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board  was  doubtlefs  exerted  to  the  utmoft  on  this 
pleafing  occafion,  when,  after  having  kept  the  fca 
for  feme  months,  we  were  going  to  take  poffeflion 
of  this  little   paradife,  yec  we  were  full  five  hours 
in  furling  our  lails  :  It  is  true,  we  were  fomewhat 
weakened  by  the  crews  of  the  Cutter  and  Pinnace 
which    were  lent  on  (hore  •,  but  it  is  not  lefs  true, 
that,    including  thol     abfent  with  the  boats  and 
fome  Nfgroe  and  InMan  prifoners,  all  the   hands 
we  could  murtf  r  capable  of  (landing  at  a  gun  a- 
mount^  to  no   more  than  feventy-one,   moft  of 
which  number  too  were  incapable  of  duty  •,  but  on 
the  greatefl  emergencies  this    was  all  the  force  we 
could  colled:,  in  our  prefent  enfeebled  condition, 
from  the  united  crews  of  the  Centurion,  the  Glou- 
eejier^  ai\d  the  Tryal^   which,    when  we  departed 
from  Eniland,  conlifted  all  together  of  near  a  thou- 
fandhanjs.       ......     ^  ..,..^?r.    .>,   •! . 

When   we  had  furled  our  falls,  the  remaining 
part  of  the  night  was  allowed  to  our  people  for  their 
repofe,  to  recover  them  from  the  fatigue  they  had 
undergone ;  and  in  the  morning  a  party  was  fent 
on  fhore  well  armed,  of  which  I  myfelf  was  one, 
to  make  ourfelves  mailers  of  the  landing  place, 
as  we  were  not  certain  what  oppofition  might  be 
made  by  the  Indians  on  the  Ifland  :  We  landed 
without  difficulty,  for  the  Indians  having  perceived, 
by  our  feizure  of  the  bark  the  night  before,  that  we 
were  enemies,    they    immediately   fled    into   the 
woody  parts   of  the  Ifland.     We  found  on  fhore 
many  huts  which  they  had  inhabited,  and  wliich 
faved  us  both  the  time  and  trouble  of  credling  tents; 
one  of  thefe  huts  which  the  Indians  made  uic  ot  for 
a  ftore-houfe   was  very  large,  being  twenty  yards 
Jong,  and  iifceen  broad  j  this  wc  immcdiatciy  clear- 
ed 
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cd  cf  fame  bales  of  jerked  beef,  which  we  found 
in  it,  and  convciccd  ic  into  an  hofpital  for  our  fick, 
who  aHbon  as  the  place  was  ready  co  recei  -c  them 
were  brought  on  fhore,  being  in  all  a  hundred  and 
twenty  eight  :  Numbers  of  thefe  were  fo  very  help- 
lefs,  thit  we  were  obliged  to  carry  them  from  the 
Ijoats  to  the  hofpital  upon  our  ihoulders,  in  which 
humane  employment  (as  before  at  yuan  Fenmndes) 
the  Commodore  himfelf,  and  every  one  of  his 
officers,  were  ene;agcd  without  dilUndlion  ;  and, 
notwithllanding  the  great  dcbiHty  and  the  dying 
afpeds  of  the  greateft  part  of  OL:r  fick,  it  is  almoft 
incredible  how  foon  they  began  to  feel  the  filutary 
influence  of  the  land  •,  lor,  though  we  buried  twen- 
ty-one men  on  this  and  the  preceeding  day,  yet  we 
did  not  loofc  above  ten  men  more  during  our  whole 
two  months  flay  here  ;  and  in  general,  our  dileafed 
received  fo  much  benefit  tioni  the  fruits  of  the 
Illand,  particularly  the  fruits  of  the  acid  kind,  that, 
in  a  week's  time,  there  were  but  ^'W  who  were  not 
fo  far  recovered,  as  to  be  able  to  move  about  with- 
out help. 

And  now  being  in  fome  fort  eftabllHied  at  thi-r 
place,  we  were  enabled  more  particularly  to  examine 
i:s  qualities  and  produftions  j  and  that  the  read^^r 
may  the  better  judge  of  our  manner  of  lite  here, 
and  future  Navigators  be  better  apprized  of  the  con- 
veniencies  we  met  with,  I  fliall,  before  I  proceed 
any  farther  in  the  hiftory  of  our  own  adventures, 
throw  together  the  mod  interefling  particulars  that 
came  to  our  knowledge,  in  relation  to  the  fituati^n, 
foil,  produce,    and  conveniencies  of  this  Ifland  of 

This  Ifland   lies   in  the  latitude  50^ :  S'  North, 
aiid  longitude  fforn  /tccimlg  114'^  :  50' Wefl.  !«• 
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length  Is  about  twelve  miles,  and  its  breadth  about 
half  as  much  ;  it  extending  from  the  S.  S.  W.  to 
N.  N.  E.  The  foil  is  every  where  diy  and  healthy, 
and  fomewhat  fandy,  which  being  lefs  difpofcd  than 
other  foils  to  a  rank  and  over  luxuriant  vegetation, 
occafions  the  m  adows  and  the  bottoms  of  the 
woods  to  be  much  neater  and  fmoother  than  is  cuf- 
tomary  in  hot  climates.  The  land  rifes  by  cafy 
flopt's,  from  the  very  beach  where  we  watered  to 
the  mieicUe  of  the  liland  ;  though  the  general  courfe 
of  its  afcenc  is  often  interrupted  and  traverfed  by 
gentle  defcents  and  valliesj  and  the  incquahties 
that  are  formed  by  the  different  combinations  of 
thefe  gradual  fwellings  of  the  ground,  are  moft 
beautifully  diverfified  with  large  lawns,  which  are 
covered  with  a  very  fine  trefoil,  intermixed  with  a 
variety  of  flowers,  and  are  ikirted  by  woods  of  tall 
and  well-fprcad  trees,  moft  of  them  ce]sbrated  ei- 
ther for  their  afped  or  their  fruit.  Tne  turf  of  the 
lawns  is  quite  clean  and  even,  and  the  tx)ttoms  of 
the  woods  in  mai.y  pliices  clear  of  all  bulhes  and 
underwoods  i  and  the  woods  themfclvcs  ufually 
terminate  on  the  lawns  with  a  regular  outline,  not 
broken,  nor  confufed  with  ftraggling  trees,  but  ap- 
pearing as  uniform,  as  if  laid  out  by  art.  Hence 
arofe  a  great  variety  of  the  moft  elegant  and  enter- 
taining profpeds  formed  by  the  mixture  of  tliefe 
woods  and  lawns,  and  their  various  interfedliona 
with  each  other,  as  they  fpread  theaifelvea  differcnt- 
Jy  through  the  vallics,  and  over  the  Hopes  and  de- 
clivities with  which  the  place  abounds.  The  fortu- 
nate animals  too,  which  for  the  greateft  part  ot  the 
year  are  the  fole  lords  of  this  happy  i'oil,  part.ike  in 
ifome  meafurc  of  the  romantic  call  of  the  JQand,  and 
are  no  fmall  addition  to  its  wonderful  fcenary  :  For 
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the  cattle,  oF  which  it  is  not  uncommon  to  fee  herdi 
of  fome  thoufands  feeding  together  in  a  large  mea- 
dow, are  certainly  the  moft  remarkable  in  the 
world  5  for  they  are  all  of  them  milk-white,  except 
their  ears,  which  are  generally  black.  And  though 
there  arc  no  inhabitants  here,  yet  the  clamour  and 
frequent  parading  of  domeftic  poultry,  which  range 
the  woods  in  great  numbers,  perpetually  excite  the 
ideas  of  the  neighbourhood  of  farms  and  villages, 
and  greatly  contribute  to  the  chcarfulnefs  and  beau- 
ty of  the  place.  The  cattle  on  the  Ifland  we  com- 
puted were  at  lead  ten  thoufand  -,  and  we  had  no 
difficulty  in  getting  near  them,  as  they  were  not 
jhy  of  us.  Our  firft  method  of  killing  them  was 
(hooting  them  -,  but  at  laft,  when,  by  accidents  to 
be  hereafter  recited,  we  were  obliged  to  hufljand 
our  ammunition,  our  men  ran  them  down  with 
cafe.  Their  fitrfh  was  extremely  well  tafted,  and 
was  believed  by  us  to  be  much  more  eafily  digefted, 
than  any  we  had  ever  met  with.  The  fowls  too 
were  exceeding  good,  and  were  like  wife  run  down 
with  little  trouble ;  for  they  could  fcarce  fly  further 
than  an  hundred  yards  at  a  flight,  and  even  that 
fatigued  them  fo  much,  that  they  could  not  readily 
rife  again  5  fo  that,  aided  by  the  opennefs  of  the 
woods,  we  could  at  all  times  furnilh  ourfelves  with 
whatever  number  we  wanted.  Befides  the  cattle  and 
the  poiiltry,  we  found  here  abundance  of  wild  hogs  : 
Thefe  were  moft  excellent  food  ;  but  as  they  were 
a  very  fierce  animal,  we  were  obliged  either  to 
fhoot  them,  or  to  hunt  them  with  large  dogs,  which 
we  found  upon  the  place  at  our  landing,  and  which 
belonged  to  the  detachment  which  was  then  upon 
the  Ifland  amafllng  proviflons  for  the  garrifon  of 
(juam.    As  thefe  dogs  had  been  purpofely  trained 
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io  die  killing  of  the  wild  hogs,  they  followed  us 
very  readily,  and  hunted  for  us ;  but  iho*  they  wer6 
a  large  bold  breeds  the  hogs  fought  with  fo  much 
fury,  that  they  frequently  deftroyed  them,  fo  that 
we  by  degrees  loll  the  greateft  part  of  them. 

But  this  place  was  not  only  extremely  grateful 
to  us  from  the  plenty  and  excellency  of  its  frelh 
provifions,  but  was  as  much  perhaps  to  be  admired 
tur  its  fruits  and  vegetable  produdions,  which  were 
molt  fortunately  adapted  tc  the  cure  of  the  fea  fcur- 
vy,  which  had  fo  terribly  reduced  us.  For  in  the 
woods  there  were  inconceivable  quantities  Of  coco- 
nuts, with  the  cabbages  growing  on  the  fame  tree  : 
There  were  belides  guavocs,  limes,  fWect  and  four 
oranges,  and  a  kind  of  fruit,  peculiar  to  thefe 
IQands,  called  by  the  Indians  kimat  but  by  us  the 
Bread-Fruity  for  it  was  conilantly  eaten  by  us  dur. 
ing  our  Hay  upon  the  Kland  inftead  di  bread,  and 
fo  univerfally  preferred  to  it,  that  no  (hip's  bread 
was  expended  during  that  whole  interval.  It  grew 
upon  a  tree  which  is  fomcwhat  lofty,  and  which, 
towards  the  top,  divides  into  large  and  fpreading 
branches.  The  leaves  of  this  tree  are  of  a  remark- 
able deep  green,  are  notched  about  the  edges,  and 
are  generally  from  a  foot  to  eighteen  inches  in 
length.  The  fruit  itfelf  grows  indifferently  on  all 
parts  of  the  branches  \  it  is  in  ihape  rather  eliptical 
than  round,  is  covered  with  a  rough  rind,  and  is 
ulbally  feven  Or  eight  inches  long  j  each  of  them 
grows  fingly  and  not  in  clufters.  This  fruit  is  fitttft 
to  be  uici,  when  it  is  full  grown,  but  is  ftill  green ; 
in  which  itate,  its  tafte  has  fome  diftant  fefcmblance 
to  tliat  of  an  artichoke  bottom,  and  its  texture  is 
not  very  different,  for  it  is  foft  and  fpungy.  As  it 
ripens  it  grows  fofcer  and  of  a  yellow  colour,  and 
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then  contrails  a  lufcious  tafte,  and  an  agreeable 
fmel!,  not  unlike  a  ripe  peach  >  but  then  it  is  ef- 
teemed  unwhofefome,  and  is  faid  to  produce  fiuxes, 
III  the  view  of  the  watering  pl?ce,  (PJate  XXXIVj 
there  is  drawn  one  of  the  trees  bearing  this  fruit,  it 
being  that  marked  with  the  letter  (c),  Befides  the 
fruits  already  enumerated,  there  were  many  other 
vegetables  extremely  conducive  to  the  cure  of  the 
malady  we  had  long  laboured  under,  fuch  as  water- 
melons, dandelion,  creeping  purflain,  mint,  fturvy* 
grafs,  and  forrel }  all  which,  together  with  the 
frefli  meats  of  the  place,  we  devoured  w^th  great 
eagernefs,  prompted  thereto  by  the  ftroog  inclina- 
tion, which  nature  never  fails  of  exciting  in  icor- 
butic  diforders  for  thePs  powerful  fpecifics. 

It  will  eafily  be  conceived  from  what  hath  been 
already  (aid,  that  our  cheer  upon  this  Idnad  was  in 
fome  degree  luxurious,  but  I  have  not  yet  recited 
all  the  varieties  of  provifion  which  we  here  indulg- 
ed in.  Indeed  we  thought  it  prudent  totally  to 
abllain  from  filh,  the  few  we  caught  at  our  ^i(i  ar- 
rival having  furfeited  thofe  who  eat  of  them  j  hot 
confidering  how  much  we  had  been  inured  to  that 
fpecies  of  food,  we  did  not  regard  this  ciitum- 
ftance  as  a  di  fad  vantage,  efpecially  as  the  defeat 
was  fo  amply  fupplied  by  the  beef,  pork  and  fowls 
already  mentioned,  and  by  great  plenty  of  wild 
fowl  ;  for  I  muft  obferve,  that  near  the  center  ot 
the  Ifland  there  were  two  confiderable  pieces  of 
frefli  water,  which  abounded  with  duck,  teal 
and  curlew  :  Not  to  mention  the  whittling  plover, 
which  we  found  there  in  prodigious  plenty. 

And  now  perhaps  it  may  be  wondered  at,  that  an 
Ifland,  fo  exquifitely  furniflied  with  the  convenien- 
cies  of  life,  and  fo  well  adapted,  not  only  to  the 
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fiibfiftcnce,  but  likewife  to  the  enjoyment  of  man- 
kind, (hould  be  entirely  deftitute  of  inhabitants, 
efpecially  as  it  is  in  the  neighbour!  lood  of  other 
iflands,  which  in  fome  meafure  depend  upon  this 
for  their  fupport.  To  obviate  this  difticuli/,  I 
mud  obfcrve,  that  it  is  not  fifty  years  iince  the 
Idand  was  depopulated.  The  Indians  wc  had  in 
our  cuftody  affured  us,  that  formerly  the  three 
Iflands  of  Timatij  Rota  and  Guam,  were  all  full  of 
inhabitants  *,  and  that  Tinian  alone  contained  thirty 
thoufand  fouls  :  But  a  ficknefs  raging  amongit 
thcfe  Idands,  which  deftroyed  multitudes  of  the 
people,  the  Spaniards,  to  recruit  their  numbers  at 
Guam,  which  were  greatly  diminiflied  by  this  mor- 
tality, ordered  all  the  inhabitants  of  Tinian  thither  1 
where,  languilhing  for  their  former  habitations, 
and  their  cuftomary  method  df  life,  the  greateJl 
part  of  them  in  a  few  year^  died  of  grief.  Indeeii, 
independent  of  that  attachment  which  all  mankind 
have  ever  fiiown  to  the  places  of  their  birth  and 
bringing  up,  it  fliould  feem,  from  what  has  been 
already  faid,  that  there  were  few  countries  more 
worthy  to  be  regretted  than  this  of  Tinian.     " 

Thefe  poor  Indians  might  reafonably  have  ex- 
pected, at  the  great  diitance  from  Spain^  where 
they  were  placed,  to  have  cfeaped  the  violence  and 
cruelty  of  that  haughty  nation,  fo  fatal  to  a  luge 
proportion  of  the  whole  human  race  :  But  it  feems 
their  remote  fkuation  could  not  proted  them  from 
fharing  in  the  common  dcftrudion  ot  the  weftern 
world,  all  the  advantage  they  received  from  their 
^iiftance  being  only  to  pcrifh  an  age  or  two  later, 
it  may  perhaps  be  doubted,  if  the  number  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Ti>//V7«,  who  were  banidied  to  G«^w, 
nnd  who  died  there  pining  for  th.cir  native  home, 
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was  fo  great,  as  what  we  have  related  above  •,  but, 
not  to  mention  the  concurrent  aflertion  of  our  pri- 
foners,  and  the  commodioufncfs  of  the  ifland,  and 
its  great  fertiUty,  there  are  ftill  remains  to  be  met 
with  on  the  place,  which  e\'ince  it  to  have  been 
once  extremely  populou',  :  Fur  rhcre  are,  in  all 
parts  of  the  ifland,  a  great  number  of  ruins  of  a 
very  particular  kind  ;  they  ufually  confift  of  two 
tows  of  fquare  pyramidal  pillars,  each  pillar  being 
about  fix  feet  from  the  next,  and  the  diftancc  be  • 
tween  the  rows  being  about  twelve  feet  ;  the  pil- 
lars  themfelves  arc  about  five  feet  fquare  at  the  bale, 
and  about  thirteen  feet  high  ;  and  on  the  top  ot 
each  of  them  there  is  a  femi-globe,  with  the  flat 
part  upwards  j  the  whole  of  the  pillars  and  femi- 
globe  is  folid,  being  compofed  of  fand  and  ftonc 
cemented  together,  and  plaiflered  over.  This  odd 
fabric  will  be  better  underftood,  by  infpeifting  the 
view  of  the  watering  place  already  referred  to, 
wliere  an  aflcmblage  of  thcfe  pillars  is  drawn,  and 
is  denoted  by  the  letter  {a).  If  the  account  our 
prifoners  gave  us  of  tjiefc  ftruflures  was  true,  the 
ifland  mull  indeed  have  been  extremely  populous  -, 
for  tliey  afllired  us,  that  they  were  the'  foundations 
of  particular  buildings  fet  apart  for  tholb  I/jdiam 
only,  who  had  wgaged  in  ibme  religious  vow  i 
and  monalUc  inflitutions  are  often  to  be  mtt  with 
in  many  Pagan  nations,  llowevcr,  if  thel'c  mini 
were  originally  the  bafis  of  the  common  t'lMelliiig- 
hiniies  oi  the  natives,  their  numbers  mull  haVc  been 
confideruble  ;  for  in  nvanv  V'ai'ts  of  the  ifland  tliev 
arc  extremely  thick  planted,  and  fufficicntly  evince 
f.hc  great  plenty  of  former  inlv.ibitants.  But  to  re* 
turn  CO  the  prciuu  llutc  of  the  ill;ind. 
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Having  mentioned   the  convenlencies  oF  this 
place,  the  excellency  and  quantity  of  its  fruits  and 
provifions,  the  neatnefs  of  its  lawns,  the  ftatclincfs, 
frefhnefs,  and  fragrance  of  its  woods,  the  happy 
inequality  of  its  furface,  and  the  variety  and  ele- 
gance of  the  views  it  afforded,  I  muft  now  obfcrve 
that  all  thefe  advantages  were  greatly  enhanced  by 
the  healthinefs  of  its  climate,  by  the  almoft  con- 
llant  breezes  which  prevail  there,  and  by  the  fre- 
quent fliowers  which  fall,  and  which,  though  of  a 
very  fliort  and  almoft  momentary  duration,  are  ex- 
tremely grateful  and  refrcfhing,  and  arc  perhaps 
one  caufe  of  the  falubrity  of  the  air,  and  of  the  ex- 
traordinary influence  it  was  obferved  to  have  upon 
us,  in  iacrcafing  and  invigorating  our  appetites  and 
digeftion.      This  was  fo  remarkable,  that  thole 
ainongft  our  officers,  who  were  at  all  other  times 
fpare  and  temperate  eaters,  who,  befides  a  flight 
break faft,  made  but  one  moderate  rcpaft  a  day, 
were  here,  in  appearance,  transformed  into  glut- 
tons ;  for  inftead  of  one  reafonable  flefh-mcal,  they 
were  now  fcarcely  fatisfied  with  three,  and  each  of 
them  fo  prodigious  in  quantity,  as  would  at  ano- 
ther time  have  produced  a  fever  or  a  furfcit :  And 
yet  our  digeftion  fo  well  correfponded  with  the 
kecnefs  of  our  appetites,  that  we  were  neither  dif- 
ordered  nor  even  loaded  by  this  repletion  ;  for  after 
having,    according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  ifland, 
made  a  large  beef  breakfaft,  it  was  not  long  before 
we  began  to  confider  the  approach  of  dinner  as  a 
very  defirable,  though  fomewhat  tardy  incident. 

And  now  having  been  thus  large  in  my  enco- 
miums on  this  ifland,  in  which  however,  I  con- 
ceive, 1  have  not  done  it  juftice,  it  is  neceflTary  I 
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fliould  fpeak  of  thofc  circumftances  in  which  it  is 
defe«5live,  whether  in  point  of  beauty  or  utility. 

And  firft,  with  refpe6t  to   its  water.     I  mufl: 
own,  that  before  I  had  feen  this  fpot,  I  did  not 
conceive  that   the  abfence  of  running  water,    of 
which  it  is  entirely  deftitute,  could  have  been  fo 
well  replaced  by  any  other  means,  as  it  is  in  this 
in  and  ;  for  though  there  are  no  ftreams,  yet  the 
water  of  the  wells  and  fprings,  which  are  to  be  met 
with  every  where  near  the  furface,  is  extremely 
good  ;  and  in  the  mid  ft  of  the  ifiand  there  are  two 
or  three  confiderable   pieces   of  excellent  water, 
whofe  edges  are  as  ne^t  and  even,  as  if  tliey  had 
been  bj.fons  purpofely  made  for  the  decoration  of 
the  place.    It  muft  however  be  confefTed,  that  with 
regard  to  the  beauty  of  the  profpefts,  the  want  of 
rills  and  ftreams  is  a  very  great  defeft,  not  to  be 
compenfated  cither  by  large  pieces  of  ftanding\va- 
ter,  or  by  the  neighbourliocd  of  the  fea,  though 
that,  by  reafon  of  the  fmallnefs  of  the  ifland,  ge- 
nerally makes  a  part  of  every  extenfive  view. 

As  to  the  refidence  upon  the  ifland,  the  princi- 
pal inconvenience  attending  it  is  the  vaft  numbers 
of  mufcatos,  and  various  other  fpecies  of  flies,  to- 
gether with  an  infeft  called  a  tick,  which,  though 
principally  attached  to  the  cattle,  would  yet  fre- 
quently faften  upon  our  limbs  and  bodies,  and  if 
not  perceived  and  removed  in  time,  would  bury 
its  head  under  the  fkin,  and  raife  a  painful  inflam- 
mation. We  found  here  too  centipedes  and  fcor- 
pions,  which  we  fuppofed  were  venemous,  but  none 
of  us  ever  received  any  injury  from  rhem. 

But  the  moft  important  and  formidable  excep- 
tion to  this  place  remains  ftill  to  be  told.  This  is 
the  inconvenience  of  the  road,  and  the  little  fecu- 
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rity  there  is  at  fome  feafons  for  a  Ihip  at  anchor. 
The  only  proper  anchoring  place  for  fhips  of  bur- 
then is  at  the  S.  W.  end  of  the  ifland.  As  a  direc- 
tion for  readily  finding  it,  there  is  in  the  thirty-fifth 
plate  a  very  accurate  view  of  the  S.  W.  fide  of  the 
ifland,  where  (a)  is  the  peak  of  Saypan^  feen  over 
the  northern  part  of  Tinian^  and  bearing  N.  N.  K. 
I E.  And  {b)  is  the  anchoring  place,  difl:ant  eight 
miles  from  the  obferver.  And  as  an  additional  af- 
fift:ance,  there  is  alfo  added  in  the  thirty-fixth  plate 
a  near  view  of  the  anchoring  place  itfelf,  which 
reprefcnts  it  fo  exaflly,  that  none  hereafter  can  pof- 
fiblc  miilake  it.  In  this  place  the  Centurion  an- 
chored in  twenty  and  twenty-two  fathom  wate**, 
oppofite  to  a  fandy  bay,  and  about  a  mile  and  an 
half  diftant  from  the  fliore.  The  bottom  of  this 
road  is  full  of  fharp-pointcd  c^ral  rocks,  which, 
during  four  months  of  the  year,  that  is,  from  the 
middle  of  June  to  the  middle  or  05l»ber^  renders  it 
a  very  unfafc  place  :<>  lie  at.  This  is  the  feafon  of 
the  weftern  monfoons,  when  near  the  full  and 
change  of  the  moon,  but  more  particularly  at  the 
change,  the  wind  is  ufually  variable  all  round  the 
compafs,  and  feldom  fails  to  blow  with  fi.jch  fury, 
that  the  fl:outeft  cables  are  not  to  be  confided  in  ; 
what  adds  to  the  danger  at  thefe  times,  is  the  ex- 
ceflive  rapidity  of  the  tide  of  flood  which  fets  to 
the  S.  E,  between  this  ifland  and  that  of  Jguiguany 
a  fraall  ifland  near  the  fouthern  extremity  oiTinian^ 
which  is  represented  in  the  general  chart,  hereafter 
inferted,  only  by  a  dot.  This  tide  runs  at  firll 
with  a  vaft  head  and  overfall  of  water,  and  occa- 
fions  fuch  a  hollow  and  overgrown  fca,  as  is  fcarce- 
ly  to  be  conceived  i  fo  that  (as  will  be  hereafter 
more  particularly  mentioned)  we  were  under  the 
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dreadful  apprehenfion  of  being  pooped  by  it,  though 
we  were  in  a  fixty  gun  fhip.  In  the  remaining 
eight  months  of  the  year,  that  is,  from  the  middle 
of  O£lober  to  the  middle  of  June,  there  is  a  conftant 
feafon  of  fettled  weather,  when,  if  the  cables  are 
but  well  armed,  there  is  fcarcely  any  danger  of 
their  being  fo  much  as  rubbed  :  So  that  during  all 
that  interval,  it  is  as  fecurc  a  road  as  could  be 
wifhed  for.  I  (hall  only  add,  that  the  anchoring 
bank  is  very  (helving,  andftretches  along  the  S.W. 
end  of  the  ifland,  and  that  it  is  entirely  free  from 
Ihoals,  except  a  reef  of  rocks  which  is  vifible,  and 
lies  about  half  a  mile  from  the  Ihorc,  and  affords  a 
narrow  paiTage  into  a  fmall  fandy  bay,  which  is  the 
only  place  where  boats  can  podibly  land.  After 
this  account  of  the  ifland,  and  its  produce,  it  is  ne- 
ceflary  to  return  to  our  own  hiftory. 

Our  firft  undertaking,  after  our  arrival,  was  the 
removal  of  our  fick  on  ihorc,  as  hath  been  men- 
tioned. Whilft  we  were  thus  employed,  four  of 
the  Indians  on  Ihore,  being  part  of  the  Spanifi  fer- 
jeant's  detachment,  came  and  furrendered  them- 
felves  to  us,  fo  tliat  with  thofe  we  took  in  the  proa, 
we  had  now  eight  of  them  in  our  cuflody.  One  nt 
the  four,  who  iiibmittcd,  undertook  to  fhow  us  the 
moil  convenient  place  for  killing  cattle,  and  two  of 
our  men  were  ordered  to  attend  him  on  that  fer- 
vice  ;  but  one  of  them  unwarily  truftingthe  Indian 
with  his  Hrelock  and  piflol,  the  Indian  efcaped  with 
them  into  the  woods  :  His  countrymen,  who  re- 
mained behind,  were  apprchenfive  of  fuffering  for 
this  perfidy  of  their  comrade,  and  therefore  begged 
leave  to  fend  one  of  their  own  party  into  the  coun- 
try, who  they  engaged  fhould  both  bring  back  the 
jirins,    and  perfuadc  the  whole  detachment  from 
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Guam  to  fubmit  to  us.  The  Commodore  granted 
their  requeft ;  and  one  of  them  was  difpatched  on 
this  errand,  who  returned  next  day,  and  brought 
back  the  firelock  and  piftol,  but  affured  us,  he 
had  met  with  them  in  a  path  way  in  the  wood,  and 
protelted  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  meet  with 
any  one  of  his  countrymen  :  This  repori:  had  fo  lit- 
tle the  air  of  truth,  that  we  fufpefted  there  was 
fome  treachery  carrying  on,  and  therefore  to  pre- 
vent any  future  communication  amongft  them,  we 
immediately  ordered  all  tht  Ifidians  who  were  in  our 
power  on  board  the  fhip,  and  did  not  permit  them 
to  return  any  more  on  Ihore. 

When  our  Tick  were  well  fettled  on  the  ifland,  we 

employed  all  the  hands  that  could  be  fpared  from 

attending  them,  in  arming  the  cables  with  a  good 

rounding,  feveral  fathom  from  the  anchor,  to  fc- 

cure  them  from  being  rubbed  by  the  coral  rocks, 

which  here  abounded :  And  this  being  compleated, 

pur  next  attention  was  our  leak,  and  in  order  to 

raife  it  out  of  water,  we,  on  the  firft  of  September y 

began  to  get  the  guns  aft  to  bring  the  fhip  by  the 

ftern  •,  and  now  the  Carpenters,  being  able  to  come 

at  it  on  the  outfide,  ripped  of  the  old  fheathing 

that  was  left,  and  caulked  all  the  feams  on  both 

fides  the  cut-water,  and  leaded  them  over,  and  then 

new  fheathed  the  bows  to  the  furface  of  the  water  : 

By  this  means  we  conceived  the  defeft  was  fufhci  - 

ently  fecured  ;    but  upon  our  beginning  to  bring 

the  guns  into  their  places,  we  had  the  mortification 

to  perceive,  that  the  water  rulhed  into  the  (liip  in 

the  old  place,  with  as  much  violence  as  ever  : 

Hereupon  we  were  neceffitated  to   begin  again  ; 

and  that  our  fecond  attempt  might  be  more  cfiec- 

mal,  we  cleared  the  fore  ftore-room,  and  fent  a 

hundred 
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hundred  and  thirty  barrels  of  powder  on  board  the 
fmall  Spanijh  bark  we  had  feized  here,  by  which 
means  we  raifed  the  fhip  about  three  feet  out  of  the 
water  forwards,  and  the  Carpenters  ripped  of  the 
fheathing  lower  down,  and  new  caulked  all  the 
feams,  and  afterwards  laid  on  new  fheathing  ;  and 
then,  fuppofmg  the  leak  to  be  efledtually  flopped, 
we  began  to  move  the  guns  forwards  -,  but  the 
upper  deck  guns  were  fcarcely  in  their  places, 
when,  to  our  amazement,  it  burft  out  again  ;  and 
now,  as  we  durfl  not  cut  away  the  lining  within 
board,  Icafl  a  but-end  or  a  plank  might  ftart,  and 
we  might  go  down  immediately,  we  had  no  other 
refource  left  than  chincing  and  caulking  within 
board ;  and  indeed  by  this  means  the  leak  was 
flopped  for  fonrw  time  ;  but  when  our  guns  were  all 
in  their  places,  and  our  flores  were  taken  on  board, 
the  water  again  forced  its  way  through  a  hole  in  the 
ilem,  where  one  ,of  the  bolts  was  driven  in  -,  and 
on  this  we  defifted  from  all  farther  efforts,  being 
now  well  affured,  that  the  defed  was  in  the  flem 
itfelf,  and  that  it  was  not  to  be  remedied  till  we 
Ihould  have  an  opportunity  of  heaving  down. 

Towards  the  middle  of  September^  feveral  of  our 
fick  were  tolerably  recovered  by  their  refidence  on 
fhore  i  and,  on  the  12th  of  September^  all  thofe 
who  were  fo  far  relieved,  fmce  their  arrival,  as  to 
be  capable  of  doing  duty,  were  fcnt  on  board  the 
fhip  :  And  then  the  Coitimodore,  who  was  himfeif 
ill  of  the  fcurvy,  had  a  tent  ere^d  for  him  on 
fnore,  where  he  went  with  the  view  of  ftaying  a 
few  days  for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  being  con- 
vinced by  the  general  experience  of  his  people, 
that  no  other  method  but  living  on  the  land  was  to 
be  trufled  to  for  the  removal  of  this  dreadful  ma- 
lady. 
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lady.  The  place,  where  his  tent  was  pitched  orv 
this  occafion,  was  near  the  well,  whence  we  got  all 
our  water,  and  was  indeed  a  moft  elegant  fpot.  A 
view  of  it  hath  been  already  referred  to  under  the 
title  of  the  watering  place,  where  {b)  is  tlie  Com- 
modore's tent,  and  (d)  the  well  where  we  wa- 
tered. 

As  the  crew  on  board  were  now  reinforced  by 
the  recovered  hands  returned  from  the  Ifland,  we 
began  to  fend  our  calk  on  Ihore  to  be  fitted  up, 
which  till  now  could  not  be  done,  for  the  Coopersj 
were  not  well  enough  to  work.  We  likewife 
weighed  our  anchors,  that  we  might  examine  our 
cables,  which  we  fufpedted  had  by  this  time  re- 
ceived confiderable  damage.  And  as  the  new  moon 
was  now  approaching,  when  we  apprehended  vio- 
lent gales,  the  Commodore,  for  our  greater  fecu- 
rity,  ordered  that  part  of  the  cables  next  to  the  an- 
chors to  be  armed  with  the  chains  of  the  fire- 
grapnels  ;  and  they  were  befides  cackled  twenty 
fathom  from  the  anchors,  and  feven  fathom  from 
the  fervice,  with  a  good  rounding  of  a  4  f  inch 
hawfer  j  and  to  all  thefe  precautions  we  added  that 
of  lowering  the  main  and  fore-yard  clofe  down, 
that  in  cafe  of  blowing  weather  the  wind  might 
liave  lefs  power  upon  the  fliip,  to  make  her  ride  a 
ftrain.  ... 

Thus  eflfedlually  prepared,  as  we  conceived,  we 
expedted  the  new  moon,  which  was  the  1 8th  of  5^/- 
tember^  and  riding  fafe  that  and  the  three  fucceeding 
days,  (though  the  weather  proved  very  fqually  and 
uncertain)  we  flattered  ourfelves  (for  I  was  then 
on  board)  that  the  prudence  of  our  meafures  had 
fecured  us  from  all  accidents  ;  but,  on  the  2  2d, 
the  wind  blew  from  the  «aftward  with  fuch  fury, 
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that  wc  foon  dcfpaircd  of  riding  out  the  ftorm  ; 
and  therefore  we  Ihould  have  been  extremely  glad 
that  the  Commodore  and  the  reft:  of  our  people  on 
fhorc,  which  were  the  grcateft:  part  of  our  hands, 
had  been  on  board  with  us,  fince  our  only  hopes  of 
irifety  feemed  to  depend  on  our  putting  immedi- 
ately to  fea  i  but  all  communication  with  the  fhorc 
was  now  effcflually  cut  ofi',  for  there  was  no  pof- 
fibility  that  a  bait  could  live,  fo  that  we  were  ne- 
cciTitated  to  ride  it  out,  till  our  cables  parted.     In- 
deed it  was  not  long  before  this  happened,  tor  the 
fmall  bower  parted  at  five  in  the  afternoon,  and 
the  fnip  fwung  off  to  the  bed  bower  ;    and  as  the 
night  came  on,  the  violence  of  the  wind  ftill  in- 
crcafed  ;  but  notwithfl:anding  its  inexpreflibie  fury, 
the  tide  ran  with  fo  much  rapidity,  as  to  prevail 
over  it ;  for  the  tide  having  fet  to  the  northward 
in  the  beginning  of  the  fl:orm,  turned  fuddcniy  to 
the  fouthward  about  fix  in  the  evening,  and  fore  ed 
the  (hip  before  it  in  defpight  of  the  ilorm,  which 
blew  upon  the  beam :  And  now  the  fea  broke  moil 
furprizingly  all  round  us,  and  a  large   tumbling 
fwell  threatened  to  poop  us  •,  the  long  boat,  which 
was  at  this  time  rnoorcd  a-ftern,  was  on  a  luddcn 
canted  fo  high,  that  it  broke  the  tranfom  of  the 
Commodore's    gallery,    whofe  cabin  was  on  the 
quarter-deck,  and  would   doubtlefs  have  rifen  as 
high  as  the  tafferel,  had  it  not  been  for  this  {troke 
which  Hove  the  boat  all  to  pieces  •,    but  the  poor 
boat-keeper,  though  extremely  bniifed,  was  faved 
almoft:  by  miracle.     About  eight,  the  tide  flackcn- 
edj  but  the  wind  did  not  abate  •,  fo  that  at  eleven, 
the  beft:  bower  cable,    by  which  alone  we  rode, 
parted.     Our  Iheet  anchor,  which  was   the  only 
one  we  had  left,  was  inftantly  cut  from  the  bow  •, 
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but  before  it  could  reach  the  bottom,  we  were  dri- 
ven from  twenty-two  into  thirty-five  fathom  ;  and 
after  we  had  veered  away  one  whole  cable,  and  two 
thirds  of  another,  we  could  not  find  ground  with 
llxty  fathom  of  line  :  This  was  a  plain  indication, 
that  the  anchor  lay  near  the  edge  of  the  bank,  and 
could  not  hold  us.  In  this  prefllng  danger, 
Mr.  Saumarez,  our  firil  Lieutenant,  who  now 
commanded  on  board,  ordered  feveral  guns  to  be 
fired,  and  lights  to  be  fhown,  as  a  fignil  to  the 
Commodore  of  our  diftrefs  \  and  in  a  fliort  time 
after,  it  being  then  about  one  o'clock^  and  the 
night  excefllvely  dark,  a  llrong  guft,  attended  with 
rain  and  lightning,  drove  us  off  the  bank,  and 
forced  us  out  to  fea,  leaving  biliind  us,  on  the 
liland,  Mr,  /hifon^  with  many  more  of  our  officers, 
and  great  part  of  our  crew,  amounting  in  the  whole 
to  an  hundred  and  thirteen  perfons.  Thus  were 
we  all,  both  at  fea  and  on  fliore,  reduced  to  the 
Utmoft  defp;ur  by  this  cauillrophe,  thofe  on  fliore 
conceiving  they  had  no  means  left  them  ever  to 
leave  the  Ifland,  and  we  on  board  utterly  unpre- 
pared to  druggie  with  the  fury  of  the  Teas  and 
winds,  we  were  now  expofed  to,  and  uxpedling 
each  moment  to  be  our  lait. 
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CHAP.    HI. 

Tranfadlions  at  Timan  after  the  departure  of  the 

Centurion, 

TH  E  dorm,  which  drove  the  Centurion  to  lea, 
blew  with  too  much  turbulence  to  permit 
cither  the  Commodore  or  any  ot  the  people  on 
Ihore  from  hearing  the  guns,  which  Ihe  fired  as 
fignals  of  diflrefs  ;  and  the  frequent  glare  of  the 
lightning  hod  prevented  the  explofions  trom  being 
obferved  :  So  that,  when  at  day-break,  it  was  per- 
ceived from  the  fhore  that  the  (hip  was  milling, 
there  was  the  utmoft  confternation  amongft  them  : 
For  much  the  greateft  part  of  them  immediately 
concluded  that  ihe  was  loll,  and  intreated  the  Com- 
modore that  the  boat  might  be  fent  round  the 
Ifland  to  look  for  the  wreck  i  and  thofe  who  be- 
lieved her  fafe,  had  fcarcely  any  expeftation  that 
fhe  would  ever  be  able  to  make  the  Ifland  again  : 
For  the  wind  continued  to  blow  ftrong  at  Eaft,  and 
they  knew  how  poorly  fhe  was  manned  and  pro- 
vided for  ftruggling  with  fo  tempcftuous  a  gale. 
And  if  the  Centurion  was  loft,  or  Ihould  be  incapa- 
ble of  returning,  there  appeared  in  either  cafe  no 
poflibility  of  their  ever  getting  off  the  Idand  :  For 
they  were  at  leaft  fix  hundred  leagues  from  Macao, 
which  was  their  neareft  port  •,  and  they  were  maf- 
ters  of  lio  other  veficl  than  the  fmall  Spani/h  bark, 
of  about  fifteen  tun,  which  they  feized  at  their 
firit  AiTival,  and  which  would  not  even  hold  a 
fourth  part  of  their  number  :  And  the  chance  of 
their  being  taken  ofi  the  liland  by  the  caiual  arri- 
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val  (jf  any  otli'.r  fliip  was  altogether  dcfpcratc  ;  as 
perhaps  no  European  fliip  had  ever  anchored  here 
before,  and  it  were  madnefs  to  cxjxfdl;  that  like 
incidents  Ihould  fend  another  here  in  an  hundred 
ages  to  come  :  So  that  their  defponding  thoughts 
could  only  fugged  to  them  the  melancholy  pro- 
fpedt  of  fpending  the  remainder  of  their  days  on 
this  Ifland,  and  bidding  adieu  for  ever  to  their 
country,  their  friends,  their  families,  and  all  their 
domeitic  endearments.  inrn.-  -   . 

Nor  was  thi§  the  worft  they  had  to  fear  :  For 
they  had  reafon  to  expeft,  that  the  Governor  of 
Guanty  when  he  Ihould  be  informed  of  their  fitua- 
tion,  might  fend  a  force  fufficient  to  overpower 
them,  and  to  remove  them  to  that  Ifland ;  and 
then,  the  moll  luvourable  treatment  they  could 
hope  for  would  be  to  be  detained  prifoners  for 
life  i  fince,  from  the  known  policy  and  cruelty  of 
the  Spaniards  in  their  diftant  fettlements,  it  was 
rather  to  be  expeded,  that  the  Governor,  if  lie 
once  had  them  in  his  power,  would  make  their 
want  of  commiflions  (all  of  them  being  on  board 
the  Centurion)  a  pretext  for  treating  them  as  pirates, 
and  for  depriving  them  of  their  lives  with  in- 
famy. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  gloomy  refteftions,  Mr. 
Anfon  had  doubtlefs  his  Ihare  of  difquietude  •,  but 
he  always  kept  up  his  ufual  compofure  and  fteadi- 
nefs  :  And  having  foon  projedted  a  fcheme  for  ex- 
tricating himfelf  and  his  men  from  their  prefent 
anxious  fituation,  he  firfl  communicated  it  to  fomc 
of  the  mod  intelligent  pcrfons  atxDUt  him  -,  and 
having  fatisfied  himfelf  that  it  was  pradticable,  he- 
then  endeavoured  to  animate  his  people  to  li  fpeedy 
and  vigorous  profccution  of  it.     With  this  view 
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he  rcprefcnted  to  them,  how  little  foundation  tlicrc 
was  for  their  apprehenfions  of  the  Centurion''^  bcin^ 
!olt  :  I1\at  he  fliould  have  hoped,  they  hud  been 
all  of  them  better  acquainted  with  fca-affairs,  than 
to  give  way  to  the  impreflion  of  fo  chimerical  a 
fright ;  and  that  he  doubted  not,  but  if  they  would 
Itrioufly  confider  what  fuch  a  (hip  was  cap''ble  ot 
enduring,  they  would  confefs  that  there  vas  not 
the  Icaft  probability  of  her  having  perifhed  :  Ihat 
he  was  not  without  hopes  that  fhc  might  return  in 
a  few  days  •,  but  if  fhe  did  not,  the  worft  that 
could  be  fuppofed^  was,  that  fhe  was  driven  fo  far  to 
the  leeward  of  the  Ifland  that  flie  could  not  regain 
it,  and  tliat  fhe  would  confequently  be  obliged  to 
bear  away  for  Alacao  on  the  coaft  of  China  :  That 
as  it  was  necefTary  to  be  prepared  againft  all  events, 
he  had,  in  this  cafe^  confidered  of  a  method  of 
carrying  them  off  the  Ifland,  and  joining  their  oW 
fliip  the  Centurion  again  at  Macao  :  That  this  me- 
thod was  to  hale  the  Spanijh  bark  on  fliore,  to  faw 
her  afunder,  and  to  lengthen  her  twelve  feet,  wliich 
would  enlarge  her  to  near  forty  tun  burthen,  and 
would  enable  her  to  carry  them  all  to  China :  Tliat 
he  had  confulted  the  Carpenters,  and  they  \\iti 
agreed  that  this  propofal  was  very  feazible,  and 
that  nothing  was  wanting  to  executie  it,  but  the 
united  refolution  and  induilry  of  the  whole  body  : 
He  added,  that  for  his  own  part<  he  would  Ihare 
the  fatigue  and  labour  with  them,  and  would  ex- 
pert no  more  from  any  man  than  what  he,  the 
Commodore  himfelf,  was  ready  to  fubmit  to  j  and 
concluded  with  reprefenting  to  them  the  impor- 
tance of  laving  time  ;  and  that,  in  order  to  be  tiie 
better  prepared  for  all  events,  it  was  necelTary  to 
let  CO  work  immediately,  aivd  to  take  it  for  grant- 
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C(l,  that  the  Centurion  would  nor  b-  -^^  to  ^  Jt 
back  (which  was  indeed  tl;e  Counri  >  or'  <  Uxi-to: 
opinion  •,  )  fince,  if  flic  did  return,  ihty  Ihuukl 
only  throw  away  a  few  days  apt>lirpt'on  -.  but,  it 
/he  did  not,  their  lituation,  ar\d  the  i.afon  ot  the 
year,  required  their  utmoft  difpaich. 

Thefe  n.-monllranccs,  though  not  without  ef- 
fe6t,  did  not  inimevliately  operate  fo  powcrluny  as 
Mr.  yinfon  could  h.iVe  wifneei :  I  le  indeed  niifid 
their  fpirits,  by  rtiowing  them  the  polVibility  of 
rheir  getting  away,  of  which  they  had  before  dc- 
fpaired ;  but  then,  from  their  confidence  of  this 
rcfourcc,  they  grew  lefs  apprchenfive  of  tlicir 
fituation,  gave  a  greater  fcope  to  their  hopes,  aiid 
flattered  themfelvco  that  the  Centurion  would  re- 
turn and  prevent  the  execution  of  the  Commo- 
dore's fchcme,  which  they  could  eafdy  forefee 
would  be  a  work  of  confiderable  labour  ;  By  this 
means,  it  was  fonie  days  before  they  were  all  of 
them  heartily  engaged  in  the  project ;  but  at  la(t, 
being  in  general  convinced  of  the  impoHibility  of 
the  lliip*s  return,  they  fet  themfelvcs  zealoufly  to 
the  different  tafks  allotted  them,  and  were  as  in- 
duftrious  and  as  eager  as  their  Commander  could 

|defir€)  pun6hially  affembling  at  day- break  at  tho 
rendezvous,  whence  they  were  dilfributed  to  their 
different  employments,  which  they  followed  with 
unusual  vigour  till  night  came  on. 

And  here  I  muft  interrupt  the  courfe  of  this 
tran/a«flion  for  a  moment,  to  relate  an  incident 
which  for  fome  time  gave  Mr.  ^nfon  more  con- 
cern than  all  the  preceding  dilailers.  A  few  days 
after  the  fhip  was  driven  off,  fome  of  the  people 
on  fhore  cried  out,  a  fail.  This  fpread  a  general 
joy,  every  one  fuppofing  that  it  was  the  fhip  re- 
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turning  ;  but  prefently,  a  fecond  fail  was  defcricd, 
which  quite  deftroyed  their  conjedurc,  and  mack- 
it  difficult  to  guels  what  they  were.  Tlie  Com- 
modore eagerly  turned  his  glafs  towards  them, 
and  faw  they  were  two  boats  ;  on  which  it,  imme- 
diately occurred  to  him,  that  the  Centurion  was  gone 
to  the  bottom,  and  that  thcfe  were  her  two  boar.-< 
coming  back  with  the  remains  of  her  people  ;  amJ 
this  fuddcn  and  unexpected  fuggeftion  wrought  on 
him  fo  powerfully,  that,  to  conceal  his  emotion, 
he  was  obliged  (without  fpeaking  to  any  one)  in- 
ftantly  to  retire  to  his  tent,  where  be  paft  fome 
bitter  mc.aents,  in  the  firm  belief  that  the  fhip 
was  loft,  and  that  now  all  his  views  of  farther  dif- 
treHlng  the  enemy,  and  of  ftill  fignalizing  his  ex- 
pedition by  fome  important  exploit,  were  at  an 
end.  •  ..      .,  V   .,  .    .    -r- 

But  he  was  foon  relieved  from  thcfe  difturbing 
thoughts,  by  difcovering  that  the  two  boats  in  the 
o'ting  were  Indian  prous  ;  and  perceiving  that  they 
Hood  towards  the  Ihore,  he  diredled  every  appear- 
ance that  cculd  give  them  any  fufpicion  to  be  re- 
moved, and  concealed  his  people,  in  the  adjacent 
Thickets,  prepared  to  fccure  the  Indians  when  they 
Ihould  land  :  But,  after  the  proas  had  ftood  in 
•within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  land,  they  fud- 
dcnly  ftopt  fhorc,  and  remaining  there  ^.Tiodonlefs 
lor  near  two  hours,  they  then  made  fail  again,  and 
ftood  to  the  fouthwai'd.  But  to  return  to  the  pro- 
jected enlargement  of  the  bark.    -^ 

If  wc  exTimine  how  they  were  prepared  for  go- 
ing through  with  this  undertaking,  on  which  their 
lalety  depended,  we  iliall  find,  that,  independent 
of  other  matters  which  were  of  as  much  impor- 
tance, the  lengthning  of  the  bark  *done  was  at- 
tended 
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tended  with  great  difficulty.  Indeed,  in  a  pro* 
per  place,  where  all  the  neceiihry  materials  and 
tools  were  to  be  had,  the  embarrafment  would 
have  been  much  lefs  ;  but  fome  of  thefe  tools 
were  to  be  made*  and  many  of  the  materials  were 
wanting  j  and  it  required  no  fmall  degree  of  in- 
vention to  fupnly  nil  thefe  deficiencies.  And  when 
the  hull  of  the  bi  rk  fhoukl  be  com  pleated,  this 
was  but  one  article  ;  and  there  were  many  others 
of  equal  weight,  v/hich  were  to  be  well  coniidcr- 
ed  :  Thefe  were  the  rigging  it,  the  vidlualling  it, 
and  laftly,  the  navigating  it,  for  the  fpace  of  fix 
or  feven  hundred  leagues,  through  unknown  feas, 
where  no  one  of  the  company  had  ever  palled  be- 
fore. In  fome  of  thefe  particidars  fuch  obftacles 
occurred)  that,  without  the  intervention  of  very 
extraordinary  aiid  unexpected  accidents,  the  j^of- 
fibility  of  the  whole  enterprize  would  have  fallen 
to  the  ground,  and  their  utmofl  induftry  and  et- 
forts  mud  have  been  fruitlcfs.  Of  all  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  I  fhall  make  a  Ihort  recital. 

It  fortunately  happened  that  the  Carpenters,  both 
of  the  Gloucejler  and  of  the  'Trycil,  with  their  cheits 
of  tools,  were  on  Ihore  when  the  Hiip  drove  out 
to  fea ;  the  Smith  too  was  on  fhore,  and  had  with 
Him  his  forge  and  fome  tools,  but  unhappily  his 
bellows  had  not  been  brought  from  on  board  ;  lb 
that  he  was  incapable  of  working,  and  without  his 
alTiilance  they  could  not  hope  to  proceed  with 
their  defign  :  Their  firft  attention  therefore  was 
to  make  him  a  pair  of  bellows,  but  in  this  they 
were  for  fome  time  puzzled,  by  their  want  of 
leather  •,  however,  as  they  had  hides  in  fufficicnc 
plenty,  and  they  had  found  a  hoglhead  of  lime, 
ivhiich  the  Indiajis  or  Spaniards  had  prepared  for 
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their  own  ufe,  tuey  tanned  fomc  hides  v/ith  this 
lime  ;  and  though  we  may  ^uppofe  the  workmaii- 
Hiip  to  be  but  indifferent,  yet  the  leather  they 
thus  made  ferved  tolerably  well,  and  the  bellows 
(ito  which  a  gun-barrel  ferved  for  a  pipe)  had  no 
ether  inconvenience,  than  that  of  being  fomewhat 
ftrong  fcented  from  the  imperltftion  of  the  Tan- 
ner's work.  .  .,     ,  .    -.. 

Whilfl  the  Smith  was  preparing  the  necefifary 
iron-work,  others  were  employed  in  cutting  down 
trees,  and  fawing  them  .into  plank  -,  and  this  be- 
ing the  moft  laborious  tafk,  the  Commodore 
wrought  at  it  himfelf  for  the  encouragement  of 
his  people.  As  there  were  neither  blocks  nor 
cordage  fufHcient  for  tackles  to  hale  the  bark  on 
fliore,  it  was  propofed  to  get  her  up  on  rollers ; 
and  for  thefe,  the  body  of  the  coco-nut  tree  wis 
extremely  ufeful  j  for  its  fmootlmefs  and  circular 
turn  prevented  much  labour,  and  fitted  it  for  the 
purpofe  with  ,  very  little  workmanflnp  :  A  num- 
ber of  thefe  trees  were  therefore  felled,  and  the 
ends  of  them  properly  opened  for  the  reception 
of  hand-fpikes  ;  and  in  tl^;  mean  time  a  dry  dock 
was  dug  for  the  bark,  and  ways  laid  from  thence 
quite  into  the  fea,  to  facilitate  the  bringing  her 
up.  And  befides  thofe  who  were  thus  occupied 
in  preparing  meafures  for  the  future  enlargement 
of  the  bark,  a  party  was  conftantly  ordered  for 
the  killing  and  preparing  of  provifions  for  the 
reft  :  And  though  in  thefe  various  employments, 
fome  of  which  d^-manded  confidcrable  dexterity, 
it  might  have  been  cxpcdled  there  would  have 
been  great  confufion  and  delay ;  yet,  good  order 
being  once  elhiblillied,  and  all  hands  engaged, 
their  preparations   advanced  apace.     Indeed,  the 
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common  men,  I  prefume,  were  not  the  lefs  trad- 
able for  their  want  of  fpirituous  liquors :  For, 
there  being  neither  wine  nor  brandy  on  (hore,  the 
juice  of  the  coco-nut  was  their  conftant  drink, 
and  this,  though  extremely  pleafant,  was  not  at 
all  intoxicating,  but  kept  them  very  cool  and 
orderly. 

And  now  the  officers  began  to  confider  of  all 
the  articles  ncceflary  for  the  fitting  out  the  bark  ; 
when  it  was  found,  that  the  tents  on  fiiorc,  and 
the  fpare  cordage  accidentally  left  there  by  the 
Centurion^  together  with  the  fails  and  rigging  al- 
ready belonging  to  the  bark,  would  ferve  to  rig 
her  indifferently  well,  when  Hie  was  iengtlicned  : 
And  as  they  had  tallow  in  plenty,  they  propoi'ed  to 
pay  her  bottom  with  a  mixture  of  tallow  and 
lime,  which  it  was  known  was  well  adapted  to 
that  purpofe  :  So  that  with  refped  to  her  equip- 
ment, Ihe  would  not  have  been  very  defective. 
There  was,  however,  one  exception,  which  would 
have  proved  extremely  inconvenient,  and  that  was 
her  fize  :  For  as  they  could  not  make  her  quite 
forty  tun  burthen,  fhe  would  have  been  incapable 
of  containing  half  the  crew  below  the  deck,  and  (lie 
would  have  been  fo  top-heavy,  that  if  they  were 
all  at  the  fame  time  ordered  upon  deck,  there 
would  be  no  fmall  hazard  of  her  over-fetting  j 
hut  this  was  a  difficulty  not  to  be  removed,  as 
they  could  not  augment  her  beyond  the  fize  al- 
ready propofed.  After  the  manner  of  rigging  and 
fitting  up  the  bark  was  confidercd  and  regulated, 
the  next  eflential  point  to  be  thought  on  was, 
how  to  procure  a  fufficient  llock  of  provifions  for 
their  voyage  ;  and  here  they  were  greatly  at  a 
lois  v.'hat  courJe  to  take  ;    for  they  had  neither 
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grain  nor  bread  of  any  kind  on  fhore,  their  breacf- 
fruit,    which  would  not  keep  at  fca,    having  all 
along  fuppHed  its  place  :    And  though  they  had 
Hve  cattle  enough,    yet  they  had  no  fait  to  cure 
bcel-  for  a  fea-fVore,  nor  would  meat  take  fait  in 
tlut  climate.     Indeed,  they  had  prcferved  a  fmall 
quantity  of  jrrked  beef,  which  they  found  upon 
the  place  at  their  landing  ;  but  this  was  greatly 
difproportioncd  to  tiie   run   of  near  fix  hundred 
leagues,  which  they  were  to   engage  in,    and  to 
the  number  of  hands  they  fhould  have  on  board, 
It  was  at  lall,  however,  refolved  to  take  on  board 
as  many  coco-nuts  as  they  pollibly  could  ;  to  make 
the  moll  of  their  jerked  beef,    by  a  \'ery  f])aring 
diftribution   of  it  i    and.  to  endeavour  to  fupply 
their  want  of  bread  by  rice  -,  to  furnilli  themfclvcs 
with  which,  it  was  propofed,  when  the  bark  was 
Htted  up,  to  make  an  expedition  to  the  Ifland  of 
Rola^  v/here  they  w^re  told,  that  the  Spaniards  had 
large  plantations  of  rice  under  the  care  of  the  In- 
dian inhabitants  :  But  as  this  laft  mealure  was  to 
be  executed  by  force,  it  became  neceflfary  to  ex- 
amine what  ammunition  had  been  left  on  fhore, 
and  to  preferve  it  carefully  ;    and  on  this  enquiry, 
they  had  the  mortirication  to  find,  that  the  utmoR 
that  could  be  collecl:eii,  by  the  ftriclelc  iearch,  did 
not  amount  to  more  than  ninety  charges  of  pi)\vdcr 
tcr  their  hrelocks,  which  was  confiderabiy  fhore 
of  one  a-picce  for  each  of  tlie  company,  and  was 
indeed  a  very  flender  itcck  of  ammunition,   tor 
fuch  as  were  to  eat  no  Tr.;in  or  bread  for  a  month, 
but  v.'hat  they  were  to  procure  by  force  of  arms. 

But  tr.c  mofc  .-.lartriir.g  circumllance,  and  what, 
without  the  providtniial  intenx)rition  of  very  im- 
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abortive,  remains  yet  to  be  related.     The  general 
idea  of  the  fabric  and  equipment  of  the  velVel  was 
fettled  in  a  few  days ;  and  whc.i  this  v/as  done,  ic 
was  not  difficult  to  make  fome  eRimation  of  tht; 
time  neceflliry   to    compleat   her.     After  this,  it 
was  natural  to  expe6t  that  the  oflicers  woidd  con- 
fider  on   the  courfe  they  were  to  ftccr,   and  the 
land  they  were  to  make.-    Thefe  refledions  led 
them  to  the  difhcartning  difcovery,  that  there  was 
neither  compafs   nor  quadrant  on  the  lOand.     In- 
deed the  Commodore  had  brought  a  pockef  com- 
pafs on  fhore  for  his  own  ufc  ;    but  Lieutenant 
Breti  had  borrowed  it  to  determine  the  pofition  of 
the  neighbouring  Idands,  and  he  had  been  driven 
to  fea  in  the  Centurion,  without  returning  it :  And 
as  to  a  quadrant,  that  could  not  be  expefted  to 
be  found  on  fhore,  for  as  it  was  of  no  ufe  at  land, 
there  could  be  no  reafon  for  bringing  it  from  on 
board  the  fhip.     It  was  eight  days,  from  the  de- 
parture of  the  Centurion,  before  they  were  in  any 
degree   relieved   from    this    terrible    perplexity  : 
At  lad,    in  rumaging   a  cheft  belonging  to  the 
Spanijb  bark,  they  found  a  fmall  comjiafs,  which, 
though  little  better  than  the  toys  ufually  made  for 
the  amufement  of  fchool-boys,   was  to  them  an 
invaluable  treafure.     And   a  few  days  after,  by  3 
fimilar  piece  of  good  fortune,  they  found  a  qua- 
drant on  the  fea-fhore,  wliicli  had   been  throv/ii 
over-board  amono-Q:  otIicT   lumber   belonginpt  to 
the  dead  :   The  quadrant  was  eagerly  leized,  bur. 
on  examination,    it  unluckily  wanted  vanes,    and 
therefore  in  its  prefent  ftate  w^as  altogether  ufclcls  -, 
however,  fortune  ftill  continuing  in  a  favourable 
mood,  it  was  not  long  before  a  perfon  out  of  cu- 
riofity  pulling  out  the  drawer  of  an   old   table. 
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Vhich  had  been  driven  on  Ihorc,  found  tlicreln 
feme  vanes,  which  fitted  the  quadrant  very  well  j 
and  it  being  thus  compleated,  it  was  examined  by 
the  known  latitude  of  the  place,  and  was  found 
to  anfwer  to  a  fufllcient  degree  of  exadlnefs. 

And  now,  all  thefe  obftacles  being  in  fomc  de- 
gree removed,  (which  were  always  as  much  as 
pollible  concealed  from  the  vulgar,  that  they  might 
not  grow  remifs  with  the  apprehenfioii  of  labour- 
ing to  no  purpofe)  the  work  proceeded  very  fuc- 
cefsfuliy  and  vigoroufly  :  The  nccelTary  iron- 
work was  in  great  forwardnefs  ;  and  the  timbers 
and  pianks  (which,  though  not  the  molt  ex(|uinte 
pcru)rmancc';  of  the  Sawyer's  art,  were  yet  liif- 
ficicnt  for  the  purpofe  )  were  all  prepared  •,  fo 
rhar,  on  the  6th  of  Uoioher^  being  the  14th  clay 
trom  the  departure  of  the  ftiip,  they  haled  the 
bark  on  Ihore,  and,  on  the  two  fucceding  days  fhe 
was  fiiwn  afur  der,  (though  with  great  care  not  to 
cut  her  planks ^  and  her  two  parts  were  feparated 
the  proper  diflrance  from  each  other,  and,  the  ma- 
tcrials  being  all  ready  before-hand,  they,  the  next 
day,  being  the  9th  of  Gilober^  went  on  with  great 
difpatch  in  their  propofed  enlargement  of  her  i 
and  by  this  time  they  had  all  their  future  opera- 
tions lb  fairly  in  view,  and  were  fo  much  mafters 
of  them,  that  tliey  were  able  to  determine  when 
the  whole  would  be  finifhed,  and  had  accordingly, 
fixed  the  5th  of  lSi(roenihn'  for  the  day  of  their  put- 
ting to  fea.  But  their  proje<5ls  and  labours  were; 
now  drawing  to  a  fpeedier  and  happier  conclunon  \ 
for  on  the  nth  o'l  Oolobe)\  in  the  afternoon,  one 
of  the  Gloucejkr'?>  men,  being  upon  a  hill  in  the 
middle  of  the  Idiind,  perceived  the  Centurion  at  a 
tiiftancc,  and  running  down  with  his  utmoft  fpeed 
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towards  the  landing-pkce,  he,  In  the  way,  faw 
fomc  of  his  comrades,  to  whom  he  hollowed  out 
with  great  extafy,  I'he  Jhip^  the  Jhip.  This  being 
heard  by  Mr.  Gordon^  a  Lieutenant  of  marines, 
who  was  convinced  by  the  fellow's  tranfport  thae 
liis  report  was  true,  Mr.  Gordon  ran  towards  the 
place  where  the  Commodore  and  his  people  were 
at  work,  and  being  frelh  and  in  breath,  eafily  out-r 
ftripped  the  Gloucefter's  man,  and  got  before  him 
to  the  Commodore,  who,  on  hearing  this  happy 
and  unexpeded  news,  threw  down  his  axe  with 
which  he  was  then  at  work,  and  by  his  joy  broke 
through,  for  the  firft  time,  the  equable  and  un- 
varied charafter  which  he  had  hitherco  prcferved  ; 
the  others,  who  were  with  him,  inftantly  ran  down 
to  the  fea-fide  in  a  kind  of  frenzy,  eager  to  fealt 
themfelves  with  a  fight  they  had  fo  ardently  wifli- 
cd  tor,  and  of  which  they  had  now  for  a  con^ 
fiderable  time  'defpaired.  By  five  in  the  evening, 
the  Centurion  was  vifible  in  the  offing  to  them  all ; 
and,  a  boat  being  fent  off"  with  eighteen  men  to 
reinforce  her,  and  jwith  frefh  meat  and  fruits  for 
the  rcfrelhment  of  her  crew,  fhe,  the  next  after- 
noon, happily  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  road, 
where  the  Commodore  immediately  came  on 
board  her,  and  was  received  by  us  with  the  fin- 
cereft  and  heartieft  acclamations  :  For,  from  the 
following  fhort  recital  of  the  fears,  the  dangers 
and  fatigues  we  in  the  fhip  underwent,  du'""ng  our 
nineteen  days  abfence  from  Tinian,  it  may  be 
eafily  conceived,  that  a  harbour,  refreflmicnts,  re- 
pofe,  and  the  joining  of  our  Commander  and  Ship- 
mates, were  not  lefs  pleafing  to  us,  than  our  re- 
turn was  to  them. 
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C  H  A  P.    IV. 

Proceedings  on  board  the  Centurion,  when  dri- 
ven out  to  fea. 

THE  Centurion  being  now  once  more  fafely 
arrived  at  Tinian,  to  the  mutual  refpite  of 
the  labours  of  our  divided  crew,  it  is  high  time 
that  the  reader,  after  the  relation  already  given  of 
the  projects  and  employment  of  thofc  left  on  lliore, 
ihould  be  apprized  of  the  fatigues  and  diftrefles 
to  which  we,  who  were  driven  off  to  fea,  were  cx- 
pofed  during  the  long  interval  of  nineteen  days 
that  wc  were  abfent  from  the  Ifland.        '     '  -^ 

It  has  been  already  mentioned,  that  it  was  the 
lid  of  September,  about  one  o'clock,   in  an  ex- 
treme dark  night,  when  by  the  united  violence  of 
a  prodigious  ftorm,  and  an  exceeding  rapid  tide, 
we  were  dnv<tn  from  our  anchors  and  forced  to  fen. 
Our  condition  then  was  truly  deplorable  ;  we  were 
an  a  leaky  Ihipi,  with  three  cables  in  our  hawfes,  to 
one  of  which  hung  our  only  remaining  anchor  \  we 
had  not  a  gun  on  board  lalhed,  nor  a  port  barred 
in  ;   our  Ihrowds  were  loofe,  and  our  top-mafts 
unrigged,  and  we  had  ftruck  our  fore  and  main- 
yards  clofe  down,  before  the  ftorm  came  on,  ^o 
that  there  were  no  fails  we  could  fet,  except  our 
mizen.    In  this  dreadful  extremity  we  could  mufter 
no  more  ftrength  on  board,  to  navigate  the  fl.ip, 
than  an  hundred  and  eight  hands,  feveral  Negroes 
and  Indians  included  :  This  was  fcarcely  the  fourth 
part  of  our  complement ;  and  of  thefe  the  greater 
number  were  either  boys,  or  fuch  asj  being  lately 
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recovered  from  the  fcurvy,  had  not  yet  arrived  at 
half  their  former  vigour.  No  fooner  were  we  at 
fea,  but  by  the  violence  of  the  ftorm,  and  the 
working  of  the  fhip,  we  made  a  great  quantity  of 
water  through  our  hawfe-holes,  ports  and  fcup- 
pers,  which,  added  to  the  conftant  effcft  of  our 
leak,  rendered  our  pumps  alone  a  fufficient  em- 
ployment for  us  all :  But  though  this  leakage,  by 
being  a  fliort  time  neglected,  would  inevitably  end 
in  our  deftruftion  ;  yet  we  had  other  dangers  then 
impending,  which  occafioned  this  to  be  regarded 
as  a  fecondary  confideration  only.  For  we  all  ima- 
gined, that  we  were  driving  directly  on  the  neigh- 
bouring IQand  of  Jguiguan,  which  was  about  two 
leagues  diftant  ;  and  as  we  had  lowered  our  main 
and  fore-yards  clofe  down,  wc  had  no  fails  we 
could  fet  but  the  mizen,  which  was  altogether  in- 
fufficient  to  carry  us  clear  of  this  inftant  peril :  We 
therefore  immediately  applied  our  felves  to  work, 
endeavouring,  by  the  utmoft  of  our  efforts,  to 
heave  up  the  main  and  fore-yards,  in  hopes  that, 
if  we  could  but  be  enabled  to  make  ufe  of  our  lower 
caavafs,  we  might  poflibly  weather  the  Ifland,  and 
thereby  fave  ourfelves  from  this  impending  Ihip- 
wrcck.  But  after  full  three  hours  ineffedhial  la- 
bour, the  jeers  broke,  and  the  men  being  quite 
jaded,  we  were  obliged,  by  mere  debility,  to  defiflr, 
and  quietly  to  expedt  our  fate,  which  we  then  con- 
ceived to  be  unavoidable  :  For  we  imagined  our- 
felves by  this  time,  to  be  driven  juft  upon  the 
fhore,  and  the  night  was  fo  extremely  dark,  that 
we  expected  to  difcover  the  IQand  no  otherwife  than 
by  ftriking  upon  it  -,  fo  that  the  belief  of  our  de- 
ftmftion,  and  the  uncertainty  of  the  point  of  time 
when  it  would  take  place,  occafioned  us  to  pafs 
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fcveral  hours,  under  the  moft  fcrlous  apprchenfions, 
tlmt  each  fucceeding  moment  would  lend  us  to  the 
bottom.  Nor  did  thefe  continued  terrors,  of  in- 
ll;intly  ilrilcing  and  fmking,  end  but  with  the  day- 
break •,  when  wc  with  great  tranfport  perccivcii, 
that  the  Kland,  we  had  thus  dreaded,  was  at  a  con- 
fidcrablc  diltance,  and  that  a  ftrong  northern  cur- 
rent had  been  the  caufe  of  our  prcfervation. 

The  turbulent  weather,  which  forced  us  from 
/Tinian,  did  not  begin  to  abate,  till  three  days  after  j 
and  then  v/c  fwayed  up  the  fore-yard,  and  began 
to  heave  up  the  main-yard,  but  the  jeers  broke  and 
killed  one  of  our  men,  and  prevented  us  at  that 
time  from  proceeding.  The  next  day,  being  the 
26th  of  September,  was  a  day  of  moft  fevere  fatigue 
to  us  all  i  for  it  mud  be  remembred,  that  in  thcfe 
exigencies  no  rank  or  office  exempted  any  pcrfon 
from  the  manual  application  and  bodily  labour  oi'  a 
common  failor.  The  bufincis  of  this  day  was  no  Icis 
than  an  attempt  to  heave  up  the  fhe(t-anchor,\vhich 
we  had  hitherto  dragged  at  our  bows  with  two  ca- 
bles an  end.  This  was  a  work  of  great  import.mce 
"to  our  future  prefervation  :  For,  not  to  mention 
■the  impediment  to  pur  navigation,  and  the  hazurd 
it  would  be  to  our  fliip,  if  we  attempted  to  make 
fail  with  the  anchor  in  its  prcfent  fitu.uion,  wj  had 
, this  moft  interefting  confideration  to  animate  us, 
that  it  was  the  only  anchor  we  had  left  -,  and,  with- 
out fecuring  it,  wef|iould  be  under  the  utmoft  dit- 
ficulties  and  ha?:ards, ,  when  ever  we  made  the  land 
again  j  and  therefore,  bei.ig  all  of  us  fully  apprized 
of  the  confequeiice  of  this  enterprize,  we  laboured 
at  it  with  the  fevereft  application  for  full  twelve 
hours,  when  we  had  indeed  made  a  confiderable 
progrcfs,  having  brought  the  anchor  in  fight  i  but, 
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It  then  growing  dark,  and  we  being  excclTively  fa-^ 
tigued,  we  were  obliged  to  defill,  and  to  leave  our 
work  unfinifhed,  till  the  next  morning,  when,  by 
the  benefit  of  a  night's  reft,  we  complcatcd  it,  and 
hung  the  anchor  at  our  bow. 

It  was  the  27th  of  September  in  the  morning, 
that  is,  five  days  after  our  departure,  wlicn  we  thus 
fecured  our  anchor  ;  and  the  fim-  day,  we  got  up 
our  main-yard  :  And  having  now  conquered  in 
fome  degree  the  diftrefs  and  diforder  which  wc  were 
necelTiriiy  involved  in  at  our  firft  driving  out  to 
fea,  and  being  enabled  to  make  ufe  of  our  canvafs, 
we  fet  our  courfcs,  and  for  the  firft  time  ftood  to 
the.  eaftward,  in  hopes  of  regaining  the  Ifland  of 
TiuiaHy  and  joining  our  Commodore  in  a  few  days  : 
For  wc  were  then,  by  our  accounts,  only  forty- 
fcven  leagues  to  the  South  Weft  of  Tinian  j  fo  that 
on  the  firil  day  o^  Ollcher^  having  then  run  the  di- 
ftance  neccftary  for  making  the  lOand  according  to 
our  reckoning,  we  were  in  full  expecftation  of  fee- 
ing it  ;  but  wc  were  unhappily  difappointed,  and 
were  thereby  convinced,  that  a  current  had  driven 
us  to  the  weft  ward.  And  as  we  could  not  judge 
how  much  we  might  hereby  have  deviated,  and 
confequently  how  long  we  might  ftill  expe(5t  to  be 
at  fea,  we  had  great  apprehcnfiohs  that  our  ftock  of 
water  might  prove  deficient ;  for  we  were  doubt- 
ful about  the  quantity  we  had  on  board,  and  found 
many  of  our  calks  fo  decayed,  as  to  be  half  leaked 
out.  However,  we  were  delivered  from  our  uncer- 
tainty the  next  day  by  hr  ing  a  fight  of  the  Ifland  of 
Guam^  by  which  we  difcovered  that  the  airrents 
had  driven  us  forty-four  leagues  to  the  wcftward  of 
our  accounts.  This  fight  of  land  having  fatisfied 
us  of  our  fituation^  we  kept  plying  to  the  eaftward, 
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•hough  with  cxccflTive  labour,  for,  the  wind  conti- 
nuing fixed  in  the  eaftern  board,  we  were  obliged 
to  tack  often,  and  our  crew  were  fo  weak,  that, 
without  the  afTiftance  of  every  man  on  board,  it 
was  not  in  our  power  to  put  the  fhip  about :  This 
fevere  employment  lafted  till  the  i  ith  of  0/7oi^r, 
being  the  nineteenth  day  from  our  departure ;  when 
arriving  in  the  offing  of  Timan^  we  were  reinforced 
from  the  Ihore,  as  hath  been  already  mentioned ; 
and  on  the  evening  of  the  fame  day,  we,  to  our 
inexprefnble  joy,  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  road, 
thereby  procuring  to  our  fhipmates  on  Ihore,  as  well 
as  to  ourfclves,  a  ceffation  from  the  fatigues  and 
apprehenfions,  which  this  difaftrous  incident  h;id 
given  rife  to. 
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Employment  at  tinian^  till  the  final  departure 

.    of  the  Cefiturion  from  thence  j   with  a  de- 

fcription  of  the  LadroneSm    -.yu   -w  n:»dv/ ...i 

WH  E  N  the  Commodore  came  on  board 
the  Centuriotiy  on  her  return  to  Ttniant  as 
already  mentioned^  he  refolved  to  ftay  no  longer  at 
the  lOand  than  was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  compleat 
our  flock  of  water,  a  work  which  we  immediately 
fet  ourfelves  about.  But  the  lofs  of  our  tong-boatj 
which  was  ftavcd  againft  our  poop,  when  we  were 
driven  out  to  fea,  put  us  to  great  incoRveniencies  in 
getting  our  water  on  board  -,  for  we  were  obliged 
to  raft  off  all  our  calk,  and  the  tide  ran  foftrong, 
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that,  befidcs  the  frequent  delays  and  difHculties  it 
occafioned,  we  more  than  once  loft  the  whole  raft. 
Nor  was  this  our  only  misfortune  \  for,  on  the  14th 
of  O£loler,  being  but  the  third  day  after  our  arrival^ 
a  fudden  guft  of  wind  brought  home  our  anchor^ 
forced  us  oflf  the  bank,  and  drove  the  (hip  out  to 
ica  a  fccond  time.  The  Commodore,  it  is  true, 
and  the  principal  officers  were  now  on  board  ;  but 
we  had  near  feventy  men  on  niore,who  had  been  em- 
ployed in  filling  our  water,  and  procuring  provifions: 
Thcfc  had  with  them  our  two  Cutters  j  but  as  they 
were  too  nuny  for  the  Cutters  to  bring  off  at  once, 
we  fent  the  eighteen  oared  barge  to  affift  them  ;  and 
at  the  fame  time  made  a  fignal  for  all  that  could  to 
embark.  The  two  Cutters  foon  came  off  to  us  full 
of  men ;  but  forty  of  the  company,  who  were  em- 
ployed in  killing  cattle  in  the  wood,  and  in  bring- 
ing them  down  to  the  landing-place,  were  left  be- 
hind ;  and  though  the  eighteen  oared  barge  was 
left  for  their  conveyance,  yet,  as  the  fliip  foon 
drove  to  a  confiderable  diftancc,  it  was  not  in 
thejr  power  to  join  us.  However,  as  the  weather 
wa&  &?ourable,  and  oar  crew  was  now  ftronger 
than  when  we  were  firft  driven  out,  we,  in  about 
five  days  time,  returned  again  to  an  anchor  at  Tint' 
d«v  and  reiievod  thofe  we  ,had  Mc  behind  us  from 
their  fecond  fears  of  being  defcrted  by  their  (hip. 
On  our  arj-ivaU  we  found  that  the  Spanijh  bark, 
the  old  objed  of  their  hopes,  had  undergone  a 
new  metamorphofis  :  For  thofe  we  had  left  on 
ihore  began  to  dcfpair  of  our  retuirn,  and  conceiv- 
ing that  the  lengthening  the  bark,  as  formerly  pro- 
pofed,  was  both  a  toilfome  and  unncceffary  meafure, 
confidering  the  fmall  number  they  confided  of, 
they  had  refolved  to  join  her  again,  and  to  rcftore 
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her  to  her  firft  ftatc  -,  and  in  this  fchemc  they  haid 
made  fomc  progrefsj  for  they  had  brought  the 
two  parts  together,  and  would  have  foon  com- 
pleatcd  her,  had  not  our  coming  back  put  a  period 
to  their  labours  and  difquietudes. 

Thefe  people  we  had  left  behind  informed  us* 
that,  jufl  before  we  were  fcen  in  the  offing,  two 
proas  had  flood  in  very  near  the  fliore,  and  had 
continued  there  for  fome  time  ;  but,  on  the  appear- 
ance of  our  fhiip,  they  crowded  away,  and  were 
prefently  out  of  fight.  And,  on  this  occafion,  I 
muft  mention  an  incident,  which,  though  it  hap- 
pened during  the  firftabfcnce  of  the  fliip,  was  then 
omitted,  to  avoid  interrupting  the  courfe  of  the  nar- 
ration/ '•' ' 'i'-'-'  i'Ji-  f-*^'^   t..j:ru.i'*    .1.'.  1     ♦,  '■'■  U''.i.|  rt. 

It  hath  been  already  obferved,  that  a  part  of  the 
detachment,  fent  to  this  Ifland  under  the  command 
of  the  Spamjh  Serjeant,  lay  concealed  in  the  woods ; 
and  we  were  the  Icfs  felicitous  to  find  tht^ni  cue, 
as  ourprifoners  ail  alTured  us,  that  it  was  impoHible 
for  them  to  get  off,  and  confcqucntly  that  it  was 
impoflible  for  them  to  fend  any  intelligence  about 
us  to  Guam.  But  when  the  Centurion  drove  out  to 
fea,  and  left  the  Commodore  on  (bore,  he  one  day, 
attended  by  fome  of  his  officers,  endeavoured  to 
make  the  tour  of  the  Ifland :  In  this  expedition^ 
being  on  a  rifing  ground,  they  perceived  in  the 
valley  beneath  them  the  appearance  of  a  fmatl  thick- 
et, which,  by  obfcrviftg  more  nicely,  they  found 
had  a  progreiTivc  motion  :  This  at  firft  furprized 
them  J  but  they  foon  difcovered,  that  it  was  no 
more  than  fevcral  large  coco  bulhcs,  which  were 
dragged  along  the  ground,  by  perfons  concealed 
beneath  them.  They  immediately  concluded  that 
thefe  were  fome  of  the  Serjeant's  party  (which  was 
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indeed  true)  i  and  therefore  the  Commodore  and  hig 
people  made  after  them,  in  hopes  of  iii.-i.  ^^  out 
their  retreat.  The  Indians  foon  perceived  they  wertf 
difcovered,  and  hurried  away  with  precipiwt'bn ; 
but  Mr.  Anfon  was  fo  near  them,  that  he  did  not 
lofe  fight  of  them  till  they  arrived  at  their  cell, 
which  he  and  his  officers  cntefring  found  to  be  aban- 
doned, there  being  a  paifage  from  it  down  a  preci- 
pice contrived  for  the  conveniency  of  flight.  They 
found  he:e  an  old  firelock  or  two,  but  no  other  arms. 
However,  L^ere  was  a  great  quantity  of  provifions, 
particularly  faked  fparibs  of  pork,  which  were  ex- 
cellent i  and  from  what  our  people  faw  here,  they 
concluded,  that  the  extraordinary  appetite^  which 
they  had  found  at  this  IQand^  was  not  conBncd  to 
themfelves  alone  -,  for,  it  being  about  noon,  the 
Indians  had  Uid  out  a  very  plentiful  repafl  confider- 
ing  their  numbers,  and  had  their  bread-fruit  and  co-* 
CO  nuts  prepared  ready  for  eatings  and  in  a  niannei' 
which  pkirtly  evinced,  that*  with  them  too,  a  good 
meal  was  neither  an  uncommon  nor  an  unheeded  ar- 
ticle. The  Commodore  having  in  vain  endeavour- 
ed to  difcover  the  path  by  which  the  Indians  had  ef- 
caped,  he  and  his  officers  contented  themfelvea 
with  fitting  down  to  the  dinner,  which  was  thus 
luckily  fitted  to  their  prcfent  appetites  j  aft:r 
which,  they  returned  back  to  their  old  habitation, 
difpleafed  at  miffing  the  Indians ^  as  they  hoped  to 
have  engaged  them  in  our  fervicc*  if  they  could 
have  had  any  conference  with  them.  Bun  notwith- 
ftanding  what  our  prifoners  had  afferted,  we  were 
afterwards  aflured,  that  thtk  Indians  were  carried 
off  to  Guam  long  before  we  left  the  place.  But  to 
return  to  our  hiftory»     .  ....  ,.    . 
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On  our  coming  to  an  anchor  again,  after  our  fe« 
COnd  driving  off  to  fea,  we  laboured  indefatigably 
in  getting  in  our  water  -,  and  having,  by  the  20th 
of  05iohery  compleated  it  to  fifty  tun,  which  we 
fuppofed  would  be  fufiicient  for  our  paflage  to  Ma- 
cao^ we,  on  the  next  day,  fent  one  of  each  mefs  on 
Ihore,  to  gather  as  large  a  quantity  of  oranges, 
lemons,  coco-nuts  and  other  fruits  of  the  Ifland,  as 
they  pofTibly  could,  for  the  ufe  of  themfelves  and 
mefs-mates,  when  at  fea.  And,  thefe  purveyors 
returning  on  board  us  on  the  evening  of  the  fame 
day,  we  then  iet  fire  to  the  bark  and  proa,  hoided 
in  our  boats,  and  got  under  fail,  fleering  away  for 
the  South-end  of  the  Fiand  of  Formofa^  and  taking 
our  leaves,  for  the  third  and  lafl  time,  of  the  IQai.d 
of  Tinian :  An  Ifiand,  which,  whether  we  confider 
the  excellence  of  its  produftions,  the  beauty  of  its 
appearance,  the  elegance  of  its  woods  and  lawns, 
the  healthinefs  of  its  air,  or  the  adventures  it  gave 
rife  to,  may  in  all  thefe  views  be  truly  (liled  ro* 
mantic. 

And  now,  poftponing  for  a .  (hort  time  our  run 
to  Formofa,  and  thence  to  Canton^  I  fhall  interrupt 
the  narration  with  a  defcription  of  that  range  of 
Klands,  ufually  called  the  Ladrones^  or  Marian 
lAands,  of  which  this  of  ^nian  is  one. 

Thefe  IHands  were  difcovered  by  Magellan  in 
the  year  1521 ;  and  by  the  account  given  of  the 
two  he  firft  fell  in  with,  it  (hould  feem  that  they 
were  the  Iflands  of  Saypan  and  ^nian  ;  for  they  are 
defcribed  in  his  expedition  as  very  beautiful  IHands, 
and  as  lying  between  15  and  16  degrees  of  North 
latitude.  Thefe  charafteriftics  are  particularly  ap- 
plicable to  the  two  above  mentioned  places ;  for 
the  pleafing  appeanuice  of  finian  hath  occafioned 
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the  Spaniards  to  give  it  the  additional  name  of  Buff 
naftiva  \  and  Saypav.,  which  is  in  the  latitude  of 
15"  :  2?'  North,  affords  no  contcmptioic  profpec^ 
when  f;en  from  the  fea,  as  may  be  fufiiciently 
evinced  from  the  view  of  its  North  Weit  fide,  t*- 
ken  at  three  jeagiies  diftance,  and  exhibited  m  tiw 
thirty- feventh  plate. 

There  are  ufually  reckoned  twelve  of  chefe 
Iflanis  ;  but  it  will  appear,  horn  the  chart  of  the 
North  part  of  the  Paiijic  Ocean  hereatter  inferte^, 
that  if  tlie  I'mall  iQecs  and  focks  are  counted  in» 
then  their  whole  number  wiii  umount  to  above 
twenty.  They  were  formerly  moil  of  them  well 
inhabited  •,  and,  even  not  fixty  years  ago,  the  three 
principal  Iflands,  Guam^  Rx>ta^  and  Tinian  toge- 
ther, are  faid  to  have  contained  above  fifty  thou- 
fand  people  :  But  finc^  tiiat  time  Timan  hath  been 
entirely  depopulated  \  and  only  two  or  three  hun- 
dred Indians  have  been  left  at  Rota^  to  cultivate 
rice  for  tlie  Ifland  cf  Guam  5  ib  that  now  no  more; 
than  Guam  can  properly  be  faid  to  be  inhabited. 
This  Ifland  of  Guam  h  the  only  fettlement  of  the 
Spaniards  i  her^  theyktjep  a  governor  and  garrrfon, 
and  here  the  M/w/^ijiip  generally  touches  for  re- 
frcfnrsienti  in  h^i'  prtikge  from  /kapulco  to  the  Phi- 
lippines. It  is  eiternied  to  be  about  thirty  leagu^fs 
in  tircumfererice,  and  contains,  by  th^  Spanijk  ixc- 
counts,  neisr  four  thoufand  inhabitants,  of  which  a 
thousand  are  faid  to  live  in  th:  rty  ot  Safj  li^natio 
ie  Jgandi  where  the  Governor  gewcrany  rcfiJcs^ 
and  where  the  h"  ■'es  are  repruicntfid  as  confider- 
able,  being  built  Vvith  ftone  and  timber,  and  co- 
vered with  tiles,  a  very  uncommon  fabric  for  thcfe 
warm  climates  and  favnge  countries  :  Befides  this 
city,  there  are  upon  the  iiland  thirteen  or  tourteen 

G  g  2  vil- 


1 " . , 

j 

r 

1 

1^  " 

1 

:■'■:   t 

1. 

f 

'  if  fi 

\ 

,?''   [■  ■ 

1 

^il 

I 


l 


( 452 ) 

villages.  As  this  is  a  poft  of  fome  confequence, 
on  account  of  the  refrelhment  it  yields  to  the  Ma^ 
nila  fhip,  there  are  two  caftles  on  the  fea-fhorej 
one  is  the  caftle  of  St.  Jt^elo,  which  lies  near  the 
road,  where  the  Manila  Ihip  ufually  anchors,  and 
Is  biTt  an  infignificant  fortrefs,  mounting  only  five 
guns  eight  pounders  ;  the  other  is  the  caftle  of 
St*  Z^tW'j,  which  is  N«E.  from  St.  Angela y  and  four 
leagues  diftanc,  and  is  intended  to  proteft  a  road 
where  a  fmall  veflel  anchors,  which  arrives  here 
every  other  year  from  Manila,  This  fort  mounts 
the  lame  number  of  guns  as  the  former  :  And  be- 
iidfes  thefe  forts,  there  is  a  battery  of  five  pieces  of 
•cannon  on  an  eminence  near  the  fea*lhore.    The 

•  Spanijh  tt-oops  employed  on  this  Ifland,  confift  of 
three  companies  of  foot,  from  forty  to  fifty  men 
each ;  and  this  is  the  principal  ftrength  the  Gover- 

■  nor  has  to  depend  on  ;  for  he  caiinoc  rely  on  any 
afliftance  from  th.t  /«^;4«  inhabitants,  being  gene- 
tally  upon  ill  terms  with  them,  and  fo  apprehenfive 

•  of  them,  that  he  has  debarred  them  the  ufe  of  fire- 

•  arms  or  lances. 

The  reft  of  thefe  Iflands,  though  not  inhabited, 
do  yet  abound  with  many  kinds  of  refreftiment  aiid 
provifion  ;  but  there  is  no  good  harbour  or  road  to 
be  met  with  amongft  them  all  :  Of  that  oifinian 
we  have  treated  largely  dready  ;  nor  is  the  road  of 

•  Guam  much  better  j  for  it  is  not  unufual  for  the 
'  Manila  Ihip,  though  ihe  propofes  to  ftay  there  but 

twenty-four  hours^  to  be  forced  to  Tea,  and  to  leave 

■  her  boat  behind  her.  This^is  an  inconvenience  fo 
fenfibly  fdt  by  the  commerce  at  Mmnla^  that  it  is 

'  Always  recommended  to  the  Governor  at  Guam^  to 
^  life  his  beft-  endeavours  for  the  difcovery  of  fome 

•  Tife  j[X)it  in  this  part  of  the  world.     How  induftri- 

ous 


its 


ill' 


nfequence, 
to  the  Mu" 

fea-fhore ; 

ies  near  the 

ichors,  and 

g  only  five 

:he  caftleof 

'o,  and  four 

te6t  a  road 

irrives  here 

brt  mounts 

J    And  be- 

ve  pieces  of 

here.    The 

i,  confift  of 

:o  fifty  men 

L  the  Gover- 

I  rely  on  any 

being  gene- 

apprehenfive 

e  ufe  of  fire- 

)t  inhabited, 
eftiment  aiid 
nr  or  road  to 
hat  of  finian 
s  the  road  of 
ilbal  for  the 
ay  there  but 
and  to  leave 
nvenicnce  io 
la^  that  it  is 
at  Guamy  to 
'ery  of  feme 
[ow  indullri- 
ous 


(  453  )i 

ous  he  may  be  to  comply  with  his  Infl:ru6llons,  I 
know  not  ;  but  this  is  certain,  that,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  many  Iflands  already  found  out  between  the 
coaft  of  Afexico  and  the  Philippines^  there  is  not  yet 
known  any  one  fafe  port  in  that  whole  trad ; 
though  in  otJier  parts  of  the  world  it  is  not  uncom- 
mon for  very  fmall  Iflands  to  furnijih  moll  excel- 
lent harbours. 

From  what  has  been  faid  it  appeal's,  that  the 
Spaniards,  on  the  Ifland  of  Guam,  arc  extremely- 
few,  compared  to  the  Indian  inhabitants  ;  and  for- 
merly the  difproportionwas  ftiil  greater,  as  may  be 
eafily  conceived  from  what  hath  been  laid,  in  ano- 
ther chapter,  of  the  numbers  heretofore  on  Tinian 
alone.  Thefe  Indians  are  a  bold  well-limbed  peo- 
ple ;  and  it  fhould  feem  from  fome  of  their  pradi- 
ces,  that  they  are  no  ways  defedive  in  underftand- 
ingi  for  their  flying  proas  in  particular,  which 
have  been  for  ages  the  only  veflels  ufed  by  them, 
are  fo  fingular  and  extraordinary  an  invention,  tliat 
it  would  do  honour  to  any  nation,  however  dex- 
terous and  acute.  For  if  we  confider  the  aptitude 
of  this  proa  to  the  particular  navigation  of  thefe 
Iflands,  which  lying  all  of  them  nearly  under  the 
I  fame  meridian,  and  within  the  limits  of  the  trade- 
wind,  require  the  veflels  made  ule  of  in  pjfilng 
from  one  to  the  other,  to  be  particularly  fitted  for 
failing  with  the  wind  upon  the  beam  s  or,  if  we 
examine  the  uncommon  fimplicity  and  ingenuity  of 
its  fabric  and  contrivance,  or  the  extraordinary  ve- 
locity with  which  it  moves,  we  fhall,  in  each  of 
thefe  articles,  find  it  worthy  of  our  admiration, 
and  meriting  a  place  amongfl  the  median  leal  pro- 
duftions  of  the  moft  civilized  nations,  wlicre  arts 
and  fcicnces  have  moft  eminently  flourinied.     As 
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Former  Navigators,  thc.iJ7;h  they  have  mentioned 
thefe  vefTtls,  hiivc  yet  treated  of  them  imperte£tly  ; 
and,  as  I  conceive,  tliat,  bcfides  their  curiofity, 
may  furnifh  both  the  fhipwrinrh;:  and  feaman  with 
no  contemptible  obu  rvatior.s,  I  fhall  here  in- 
fert  a  very  exaft  dcrcription  of  tlic  built,  rigging, 
and  working  of  thefe  vclicls,  v.  hicli  I  am  well  en- 
abled to  do  ;  for  one  oT  them,  rs  I  hrivc  menti- 
oned, fell  into  our  hands  at  our  nrft  arrival  at  Ti- 
niari^  a.>id  Mr.  Brett  took  it  to  pcccs,  on  purpofe 
to  delinciire  its  fabric  .md  dimcnfions  with  greater 
accuracy  :  So  that  the  following  account  may  be 
relied  on.  '      "  '\  V, 

The  name  of  fiyifig  proa  given  to  thefe  VefTels, 
is  owing  to  the  ftitfnefs  v/ith  which  they  fill.  Of 
this  the  Spaniards  afiert  fucli  fhories,  as  appf  :-r  alto- 
gether incredible  to  thole  who  have  never  fc-cnrhefe 
vefiels  move  j  nor  are  thfc  Spaniards  the  only  peo- 
ple who  relate  thefe  extraordinary  talcs  f)f  their  ce- 
lerity. For  thofe  who  fhall  have  the  curioiity  to 
enquire  at  the  dock  at  Porlfmcuth,  about  a  trial 
made  there  fome  years  fince,  with  a  very  imperfect 
one  built  at  that  place,  will  meet  with  accounts  not 
lefs  wonderful  than  any  the  Spaniards  have  given. 
Jlowcver,  from  fome  rude  cftimations  made  by 
our  people,  of  the  velocity  with  which  they  crofted 
the  horizon  at  a  diftance,  whilft  we  lay  at  Timan^ 
I  cannot  help  believing,  that  with  a  brifk  trade- 
'wind  they  will  run  ne.ir  twenty  miles  an  hour : 
"Which  though,  greatly  fhort  of  whit  zht  Spamr.rds 
report  of  them,  is  yet  a  prodigious  degree  of  fwifr- 
nefs.     But  let  us  give  a  diftinft  idea  of  its  figure. 

The  conftrudion  of  this  proa  is  a  direct  contra- 
didlion  to  thf  pradtice  of  the  reft  of  mankind.  For 
as  the  reft  of  the  world  make  the  head  of  their  vcf- 

fels 


"wntloned 

curiofity, 
maa  with 
here  in- 

ngging, 
Ti  well  en- 

vc  menti- 

ival  atT"z- 

3n  purpofe 

ith  greater 

nt  may  be 

lefc  vefTels, 

y  lliil.     Of 

apf.eiir  alto- 

er  feen  thcfe 

e  only  peo- 

nf  tiieir  ce- 

curioiity  to 

bout  a  trial 

ry  imperfect 

iccounts  not 

have  given. 

trs  made  by 

they  crofted 

ly  ztTiman^ 

brifk  tradc- 

:;s  an  hour : 

the  Spamr.rds 

jrce  of  fwitt- 

f  its  figure. 

iired  contni- 

nkind.     For 

of  their  vcT- 

fds 


Uss) 

fels  different  from  the  ftern,  but  the  two  fides 
alike  i  the  proa,  on  the  contrary,  has  her  head 
and  ftern  exaftly  alike,  but  her  two  fides  very  dif- 
ferent i  the  fide,  intended  to  be  always  the  Ice  fide, 
being  flat  •,  and  the  windward-fide  made  rounding, 
in  the  manner  of  other  veflels  :  And,  to  prevent 
her  overfetting,  which  from  her  fmall  breadth, 
and  the  ftraight  run  of  her  leeward-fide,  would, 
without  this  precaution,  infallibly  happeij,  there  is 
a  frame  laid  out  from  her  to  windward,  to  the  ^nd 
of  which  is  fattened  a  log,  falhioned  into  the  Ihape 
of  a  fmall  boat,  and  made  hollow  :  The  weight  of 
the  frame  is  intended  to  ballance  the  proa,  and  the 
fmal!  boat  is  by  its  buoyancy  (as  it  is  always  in  the 
water)  to  prevent  her  overfetting  to  windward ; 
and  this  frame  is  ufually  called  an  outrigger.  The 
body  of  the  proa  (at  leaft  of  that  we  took)  is  made 
of  two  pieces  joined  end' ways,  and  fowed  together 
with  bark,  for  there  is  no  iron  ufed  about  her :  She 
is  about  two  inches  thick  at  the  bottom,  which  at 
the  gunwale  is  reduced  to  lefs  than  one  :  The  di- 
menfions  of  each  part  will  be  better  known  from 
the  uprights  and  views  contained  in  the  thirty- 
eighth  plate,  which  were  drawn  from  an  cxa6t  mca- 
furation  5  thefe  I  Ihall  endeavour  to  explain  a  i  nil- 
nutely  and  diftinftly  as  I  can. 

Fig.  I.  Reprefents  the  proa  with  her  fiil  fet,  as 
(he  appears  when  viewed  from  the  leeward. 

Fig.  2.  Is  a  view  of  her  from  the  head,  with  the 
outrigg'^r  19  ttie  windward. 

Fig.  3.  Is  the  plan  of  the  whole  j  where  (A  B) 
is  the  lee-fide  of  the  proaj  (CD)  the  windward- 
fide  •,  (EF  G  H)  the  outrigger  or  frame  laid  out  to 
windward  •,  (K  L)  the  boat  at  the  end  of  it  j 
(MNP  QJ)  two  braces  from  the  head  and  ftern  to 
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ftcady  the  frame  •,  (R  S)  a  thin  plank  placed  to 
windward,  to  prevent  the  proa  from  (hipping  of 
water,  and  for  a  feat  to  the  Indian  who  bales,  and 
fbmetimes  goods  are  carried  upon  it  j  (I)  is  the 
part  of  the  middle  outrigger,  on  which  the  maft  is 
fixed  :  The  maft  itfelf  is  fupported  (Fig.  2.)  by 
the  Ihore  (C  D),  and  by  the  (hrowd  (E  F),  and  by 
two  ftays,  one  of  which  may  be  fcen,  in  Fig.  i, 
marked  (C  D),  the  other  is  hid  by  the  fail :  The 
fail  (E  F  G),  in  Fig.  i,  i$  made  of  matting,  and 
the  maft,  yard,  boom,  and  outriggers,  are  all  made 
of  bamboo  :  Thp  heel  of  the  yard  is  always  lodged 
in  one  of  the  fockcts  (T)  or  (V),  Fig.  3,  accord- 
ing to  the  tack  the  proa  gocs^  on  ;  and  when  fliR 
alters  her  tack,  they  bear  away  a  little  to  bring  her 
ftern  up  to  the  wind,  then  by  eafing  the  halyard, 
and  raifing  the  ynrd,  and  carrying  the  heel  of  it 
along  the  lee-fide  of  the  proa,  they  fix  it  in  the  op- 
pofite  focket ;  whiift  the  boom  at  the  fame  time, 
by  letting  fly  the  Iheet  (M),  and  haling  the  fhcet 
(N),  Fig.  I,  Ihiits  into  a  contrary  fituation  to  what 
it  had  before,  and  that  which  was  the  ftern  of  the 
prOd,  pow  becomes  the  head,  and  fhe  is  trimmed 
on  the  other  tack.  When  it  is  necelFary  to  reef  or 
furl  the  fail,  this  is  done  by  rolling  it  round  the 
boGTJ.  Th&  proa  generally  carries  fix  or  feveri 
Indians ;  two  of -which  are  placed  in  the  head  ansi 
ftern,  who  fteer> th^  yeflel  alternately  with  a  paddle 
according  to  the  tack?  ftie  goes  on,  he  in  the  ftcin 
jjeiug  the  ftgerfmarvv'the  other  bidia?}s  are  employ- 
ed either  in  baling  out  t?lie  water  v/hich  fhe  acciden- 
l;ally  ftiips,  or  in  fetting  and  trimming  the  fail, 
prorn  the  defcripticn  of  thefe  veflels  it  is  fiirficicntly 
pbvious,  how  dexteroufly  they  are  fitted  for  rang- 
ipg  ^his  collection  of  Klands  called  the  L^^w/^/: 
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For  as  thefe  Iflands  lie  nearly  N.  and  S.  of  each  • 
other,  and  arc  all  within  the  limits  of  the  trade- 
wind,  the  proas,  by  failing  moft  excellently  on  a 
wind,  and  with  either  end  foremoft,  can  run  from 
one  of  thcfe  Iflands  to  the  other  and  back  again, 
only  by  fhifting  the  fail,  without  ever  putting  a- 
bout ;  and,  by  the  flatncfs  of  their  lee-fide,   and 
their  fmall  breadth,  they  are  capable  of  lying  much 
nearer  the   wind    than  any  other  veflel  hitherto 
l;nown,  and  thereby  have  an  advantage,  which  no 
veflels  that  go  large  can  ever  pretend  to  :  The  ad- 
vantage I  mean  is  that  of  running  with  a  velocity 
nearly  as  great,    and  perhaps  fometimes  greater 
than  that  with  whicii  the  wind  blows.   This,  how- 
ever paradoxical  it  may  appear,  is  evident  enough 
in  fimilar  inftances  on  fliore  :  For  it  is  well  known, 
that  the  falls  of  a  windmill  often  move  fafter  than 
the  wind  -,  and  one  great  fuperiority  of  common 
windmills  over  all  others,  that  ever  were,  or  ever 
will  be  contrivetl  to  move  with  an  horizontal  mo- 
tion, is  analogous  to  the  cafe  we  have  mentione4 
of  a  veflel  upon  a  wind  and  before  the  wind  :  For 
the  fails  of  an  horizontal  windmill,  the  fafter  they 
move,  the  more  they  dctraft  from  the  impulfe  of 
the  wind  upon  them  •,  whereas  the  common  wind- 
mills, by  moving  perpendicular  to  the  torrent  of 
air,  are  nearly  as  forcibly  aftcd  on  by  the  wind, 
when  they  are  in  motion,  as  when  they  are  at  refl:. 

Thus  much  may  i'-ollice  as  to  the  defcription  and 
nature  of  thefe  fingukr  embarkations.  I  muft:  add, 
that  veffels  beai-ixig  iome  obfcure  refemblance  to 
thefe,  are  to  be  met  with  in  various  parts  of  the 
Eafi'Indies  •,  but  none  of  them,  that  I  can  learn,  to 
be  compared  wiih  thofe  of  the  Ladrones,  either  in 
their  conftru«ilion  cr  celcripy  i  which  fliould  induce 

one 


i 


M  ' 


11'" 


^Vh 


<*»• 

^   1 


1 

J 
:        1 

1  '       *      '  ' 

'      1 

i^.f^ 

:        1 

t 

,        1 

if 


biiB 


-  'Wi  f    « 


jl'.    !. 


\ 


I  J 


one  to  bcKcTc,  that  tliis  was  originally  the  inven- 
tion of  fome  genius  of  thcfc  Iflancls»  and  was  after- 
wards imperfeftly  copied  by  the  neighbouring  na- 
tions :  For  though  the  Ladrones  have  no  immedi- 
ate intercourfe  with  any  other  people,  yet  there  lie 
to  the  S.  and  S.  W.  of  them  a  great  number  of 
Iflands,  which  arc  fuppofed  to  extend  to  the  coaft 
of  New  Guinea.  Thefe  Iflands  are  fo  near  the  La- 
drones,  that  canoes  from  them  have  fometimes,  by 
^Jiftrefs,  been  driven  to  Guam  ;  and  the  Spaniards 
did  once  dilpatch  a  bark  for  their  dilcovery,  whic  h 
left  two  Jefuits  amongft  them,  who  were  after- 
wards murthered  :  And  the  inhabitants  of  the  La- 
drones,  with  their  proas,  may,  by  like  accident, 
have  been  driven  amongft  thefe  Iflands.  Indeed  I 
Ihould  conceive,'  that  the  fame  range  of  Iflands  ex- 
tends to  the  S.  E.  as  well  as  the  S.  W,  and  that  to 
a  prodigious  diftance  :  For  Schouteriy  who  traverfcd 
the  South  part  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  in  the  year 
1615,  met  with  a  large  double  canoe  full  of  peo- 
ple, at  above  a  thoufand  leagues  diftance  from  the 
Ladrones  towards  the  S.  E.  If  this  double  canoc 
was  any  diftant  imitation  of  the  flying  proa,  which 
Is  no  very  improbable  conjefture,  this  can  only  be 
accounted  for,  by  fuppofing  that  there  is  a  range  of 
Iflands,  near  enough  to  each  other  to  be  capable  of 
ah  accidental  communication,  which  is  extended 
from  the  Ladrones  thither.  And  indeed  all  thofc 
vho  have  crofled  from  jhneriea  to  the  Eaft-Indies  in 
a  fouthern  latitude,  have  never  failed  of  meeting 
with  feveral  very  fmall  Iflands  fcattered  over  that 
immenfc  ocean. 

And  as  there  may  be  hence  fome  reafon  to  fup- 
that  the  Ladrones  are  only  a  part  of  an  exten- 
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fouthward,  towards  the  unknown  boundaries  of 
the  Pacific  Ocean  j  fo  it  appears  from  the 
&panijh  chart,  ^  hereafter  inferted,  that  the  fame 
chain  is  extended  from  the  northward  of  the 
Ladroncs  to  Japan  :  So  that  in  this  light  tlic  La^ 
drones  will  be  only  one  fmall  portion  of  a  range 
of  Iflands,  reaching  from  Japan^  perhaps  to  the 
unknown  fouthern  Continent.  After  thif,  Ihort 
account  of  thefe  places,  I  fhall  now  return  lo  the 
profecution  of  our  voyage.     ,.. , 


.wT 
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:.  >s  ,  f;;      From  Tinian  to  Macao, 


I  HAVE  already  mentioned,  that,  on  the  21ft 
of  OSober^  in  the  evening,  we  took  our  leave 
of  the  Ifland  of  Tinian^  fteering  the  proper  courfe 
for  Macao  in  China.     The  eoftern  monfoon  was 
now,  we  reckoned,  fairly  fettled  j  and  we  had  a 
conftant  gale  blowing  right  upon  our  ftern  ;    So 
that  we  generally  run  from  forty  to  fifty  leagues  a 
day*     But  we  had  a  large  hollow  fea  purfuing  us, 
which  occafioned  the  fhip  to  labour  much  ;  whence 
we  received  great  damage  in  our  rigging,  which 
was  grown  very  rotten,  and  our  leak  was  augment- 
ed :  But  happily  for  ^s>  our  people  were  now  in 
full  health  -,  fo,  that  there  were  no  complaints  of 
fatigue,  but  ^l  went  through  their  attendance  on 
the  pumps,  and  every  other  duty  pf  the  ihip>  with 
caie  and  chearfulnefs.-.-'  --;  ,,..,^     ,.,-, 

Having  now  no  other  but  our  fheet-anchor  left» 
except  our  prize-anchors,  which  were  flowed  in 
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the  hold,  and  were  too  light  to  be  depended  on, 
we  were  under  great  concern  he  w  we  fhould  ma- 
nage on  the  ooaft  of  Cbinay  where  we  were  all 
entire  ftrangers,  and  where  we  fhould  doubtlefs  be 
frequently  under  the  necefllty  of  corning  to  an 
anchor.  Our  fheet-anchor  being  obvioufly  much 
too  heavy  for  a  coafting  anchor,  it  was  at  length 
refolvcd,  to  fix  two  of  our  largeft  prize-anchors 
into  one  ftock,  and  to  place  between  their  fhanks 
two  guns,  four  pounders,  which  was  accordingly 
executed,  and  it  was  to  ferve  as  a  bell  bov/er  : 
And  a  third  prize-anchor  being  in  like  manner 
joined  with  our  ftream-anchor,  with  guns  between 
them,  we  thereby  made  a  fmall  bower  -,  fo  that, 
bcfides  our  Ihcet-^nchor,  we  had  again  two  others 
at  our  bows,  one  of  which  weighed  3900,  and  the 
Other  ?9oo  pounds.  ■  "     ,.     .   ■     -  ■      ■-.- 

The  3d  of  November,  about  three  in  the  after- 
noon, we  faw  an  Ifland,  which  at  firft  we  imagined 
to  be  the  Ifland  of  Botel  To  bap  Ximo  :  Rut  on  our 
nearer  approach  wc  found  it  to  be  much  fmallcr 
than  that  is  ufually  repreftnted  ;  and  about  an  hour 
after  we  faw  another  Ifland,  five  or  fix  miles  tar- 
ther  to  the  weftward.  As  no  chare,  nor  any  jour- 
nal we  had  feen,  took  notice  of  any  other  Ifland 
to  the  eaftward  ofFormofa,  thm  B&lel  Toiago  'Xima, 
and  as  we  had  no  obfervatioh  of  our  latitude  at 
noon,  we  were  in  fome  perplexity,  being  appre- 
henfive  that  an  extraordinary  current  had  driven 
us  into  the  neighbourhood  6^  the  J54/2;^^  JJlands -, 
and  therefore,  when  night  titixt  on,  we  brought 
*to,  and  continued  in  th?s  pbftiire  till  the  next 
niorning,  which  proving  dark  and  cloudy,  for 
fome  time  prolonged  our  uncertainty  -,  but  it  clear- 
ed up  about  nine  o'clock,  when  we  again  difcern- 
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*d  the  two  Iflands  above-mentioned  ;  wc  thert 
preft  forwards  to  the  wellward,  and  by  eleven  got 
a  fight  of  the  fouthcrn  part  of  the  Ifland  of  For- 
mofa.  This  fatisficd  us  that  the  fccond  Ifland  we 
faw  was  Bctd  Tobago  Xima,  and  the  fir  ft  a  fmall 
ifland  or  rock,  lying  five  or  fix  miles  due  Eaft 
from  it,  which,  not  being  mentioned  by  any  of 
our  books  or  charts,  was  the  occafion  of  our 
fears. 

When  we  got  fight  of  the  Ifland  of  Form/a,  we 
(leered  W.  by  S,  in  order  to  double  its  extremity, 
and  kept  a  good  look-out  for  the  rocks  of  Fele 
Rcte,  which  wc  did  not  fee  till  two  in  the  after- 
noon. They  then  bore  from  us  W.  N.  W,  three 
miles  diftant,  tlire  South  end  o^Formofa  at  the  fame 
time  bearing  N.  by  W,  J  W,  about  five  leagues 
difl;ant.  To  give  thefe  rocks  a  good  birth,  we 
immediately  haled  up  S.  by  W,  and  fo  left  them 
between  us  and  the  land.  Indeed  we  had  reafon 
to  be  careful  of  them  j  for  though  they  appeared 
as  high  out  of  the  water  as  a  fliip*s  hull,  yet  they 
ai'e  environed  with  breakers  on  all  fides,  and  there 
is  a  Ihoal  ftretching  from  them  at  leaft  a  mile  and 
an  half  to  the  fouthward,  whence  tJiey  may  be 
truly  called  dangerous.  The  courfe  from  Botel 
Tobago  Xima  to  thefe  rocks,  is  S.  W.  by  W,  and 
fthe  diftance  about  twelve  or  thirteen  leagues  : 
And  the  fouth  end  of  Formofa^  off  which  they 
lie,  is  in  the  latitude  of  21°  :  50'  North,  and  in 
2^°  ;  50'  Weft  longitude  from  Tiniatiy  according 
to  our  moft  approved  rcckoalngs,  though  by  fome 
of  our  accounts  above  a  degree  more. 

While  we  were  paffing  by  thefe  rocks  of  Velt 
B^te,  there  was  an  outcry  of  fire  on  the  fore- 
caftlc  ;  this  occafioned  a  general  alarm,  and  the 
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whole  crew  inftantly  flocked  together  in  the  iif- 
moft  confufion,  fo  that  the  officers  found  it  dif- 
ficult for  fome  time  to  appeafe  the  uproar  :  But 
having  at  laft  reduced  the  people  to  order,  it  was 
perceived  that  the  fire  proceeded  from  the  fiir- 
nace ;  and  pulling  down  the  brick-work,  it  was 
extinguiffted  with  great  facility,  for  it  had  taken 
its  rife  from  the  bricks,  which,  being  over-heated, 
had  begun  to  communicate  the  fire  to  the  adjacent 
Wood 'Work.  In  the  evening  we  were  furprized 
with  a  view  of  what  we  at  firft  fight  conceived  to 
have  been  breakers,  but,  on  a  ftrifter  examina- 
tion, we  found  them  to  be  only  a  great  number 
of  fires  on  the  Ifland  oiFormofa.  Thefe,  we  ima- 
gined, wer:;  intended  by  the  inhabitants  of  that 
Ifland  as  fignals  for  us  to  touch  there,  but  that 
fuited  not  our  views,  we  being  impatient  to  reach 
the  port  of  Macao  as  foon  as  poffible.  From  i^V- 
mofa  we  fleered  W.  N.  W,  and  fometimes  flill 
more  northerly,  propofing  to  fall  in  with  the  coaft 
of  China,  to  the  cafbward  of  Pedr^  Blanco  ;  for  the 
rock  fo  ciJled  is  ufually  efteemed  an  excellent  di- 
rection for  fhips  bound  to  Macm.  We  continued 
this  courfe  till  the  following  night,  and  then  fre- 
quently brought  to,  to  try  if  we  were  in  found- 
ings :  But  it  was  the  5th  of  Nmfemher,  at  nine  in 
the  morning,  before  we  ftnick  ground^  and  thc» 
we  had  forty-two  fathom j  and  ?»  bottom  of  giiey 
fand  mixed  with  ihells.  Wheh  we  had  got  aboiie 
twenty  miles  farther  W.  NvW,  we  had  thiny- 
five  fathom,  and  the  feme  bottom,  from  whence 
Qur  founding  gradually  decreafed  froirv  thirty-five 
to  twenty-five  fathom ;  but  foon  after,  to  our 
^reat  furprize,  they  jumped  back  again  to  thirty 
tathom  :  This  was  an  alteration  wc  could  not  vepy 
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well  account  for,    fmce  all  the  charts  laid  down 
regular  foundings  every  where  to  the  northward 
of  Pedro  Blanco  -,  and  for  this  reafon  we  kept  a 
very  careful  look-out,  and  altered  our  courfe  to 
N.  N.  W,  and  having  run  thirty-five  miles  in  thi3 
diredtion,  our  foundings  again  gradually  diminilh- 
ed  to  twenty-two  fathom,  and  we  at  laft,  about 
mid-night,  got  fight  of  the  main  land  of  China^ 
bearing  N .  by  W.  four  leagues  diftant :  We  then 
bicought  the  fhip  to,    with  her  head  to  the  fea, 
propofmg  to  wait  for  the  morning  •,   and  before 
fun-rife  we  were  furprizcd  to  find  ourftlves  in  the 
midft  of  an  incredible  number  of  fifliing-boats, 
which  feemed  to  cover  the  furface  of  the  fea  as 
far  as  the  eye  could  reach.     I  may  well  ftile  their 
number  incredible,  fince  I  cannot  believe,  upon 
the  loweft  eftimate,  that  tliere  were  fo  few  as  fix 
thoufand,  moft  of  them  manned  with  five  hands, 
and  none  of  thofe  we  faw  with  lefs  than  three. 
Nor  was  this  fwarm  of  fiiliing-vefiiels  peculiar  to 
this  fpot  i  for,  as  we  ran  on  to  the  wcftward,  we 
found  them  as  abundant  on  every  part  of   the 
coaft.     We  at  firft  doubted  not   but  we  Ihould 
procure  a  Pilot  from  tliem  to  carry  us  to  Macao ; 
but  though  many  of  them  came  clofe  to  the  Ihip, 
and  we  endeavoured  to  ti^mpc  them  by  (bowing 
them  a  number  of  dollars,    a  moll:  alluring  bait 
for  Chinefe  of  all  ranks  and  profeflTions,    yet  we 
could  not  entice  them  on  board  us,  nor  procure 
any  diredions  from  them  j   though,  I  prefume, 
ihe  only  difticuky  was  thdr  not  comprehending 
what  we  wanted  them  to  do,  for  we  could  have 
no  communication  with  them  but  by  figns  :  Indeed 
we  often  pronounced  the  word  Macao  -,    but  this 
we  had  reafon  to  fuppofe  they  underftood  in  a 
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different  fcnfe.)  for  in  return  they  fometlmes  held 
up  fifli  tp  us,  and  we  afterwards  learnt,  that  the 
Chinefe  name  for  fifh  is  of  a  fomewhat  fimilar 
found.  But  what  furprifed  us  moft,  was  the  in-» 
attention  and  want  of  curiofity,  which  we  obferved 
in  this  herd  of  fifhermen  :  A  Ihip  like  Ours  had 
doubtlefs  never  been  in  thofe  feas  before ;  perhaps^ 
there  might  not  be  one,  amongfl  all  the  Chinefe 
employed  in  this  filhery,  who  had  ever  feen  any 
European  veflfel ;  fo  that  we  might  reafonably  have 
expeded  to  have  been  confidered  by  them  as  a 
very  uncommon  and  extraordinary  cbje6l ;  but 
though  many  of  their  veffels  came  clofe  to  tha 
iKip,  yet  they  did  not  appear  to  be  at  all  incerefted 
about  us,  nor  did  they  deviate  in  the  Icaft  from 
their  courle  to  regard  us ;  which  infenfibility, 
cfpecially  in  maritime  perfons,  about  a  matter  in 
their  own  profeflion,  is  fcarcely  to  be  credited, 
did  not  the  general  behaviour  of  the  Chinefe^  m 
other  inftances,  furnifh  us  with  continual,  proofs 
of  a  fimilar  turn  of  mind  :  It  may  perhaps  be 
doubted,  whether  this  caft  of  temper  be  the  effc<5l 
of  nature  or  education  j  but,  in  either  cafe,  it  is 
an  inconteftible  fymptom  of  a  mean  and  contempt- 
ible difpofition,  and  is  alone  a  fufHcient  confuta- 
tion of  the  extravagant  panegyrics,  which  many 
hypothetical  writers  have  beftowcd  on  the  inge- 
nuity and  capacity  of  this  Nation.  But  to  return  j 
Not  being  able  to  procure  any  information  from 
the  Chinefe  fifhermen  about  our  proper  courfe  to 
Macao,  it  was  necelTary  for  us  to  rely  entirely  on 
our  own  judgment  j  and  concluding  from  our 
latitude,  which  was  22®  :  42' North,  and  from 
our  foundings,  which  were  only  feventeen  or 
tightecn  fathoms,   that  wc  were  yet  to  the  eaft- 
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ward  of  Ptdrs  Blanco^  we  ftood  to  the  Weftward  : 
And  for  the  affiftance  of  future  Navigators,  who 
may  hereafter  doubt  about  the  parts  of  the  coaft 
they  are  upon^  I  muft  obferve,  that  befides  the 
latitude  of  Pedro  Blanco,  which  is  22®  :  18',  and 
the  depth  of  water,  which  to  the  weftward  of  that 
rock,  is  almofl  every  where  twenty  fathoms^  there 
is  an'^ther  circumftance  which  will  give  great  aflif- 
tance  in  ji/Jging  of  the  pofition  of  the  ihip  :  This 
is  the  kind  of  ground  ;  for,  till  ^^  e  came  within 
thirty  miles  of  Pedro  Blanco^  we  had  conilnntly  a 
fandy  bottom ;  but  there  the  bottom  changed  to 
foft  and  mud'ly^  and  continued  fo  quite  to  the 
Ifland  of  Macao  ;  only  while  we  were  in  fight  of 
Pedro  Blanco,  and  very  near  it,  we  had  ior  a  iliort 
fpacc  a  bottom  ot  greenilh  mud,  intermixed  with 

It  was  on  the  5fh  of  November ^  at  midnight, 
when  we  firfl  mitue  the  coaft  of  China ;  and  the 
next  '-lay,  about  two  o'clock,  as  we  v/ere  ftanding 
to  the  weltward  within  two  leagues  of  the  coaft, 
and  ftill  I'urrounded  by  fifhing  veffels  in  as  great 
numbers  as  at  nrft,  we  perceived  that  a  boat  a-hcad 
of  us  waved  a  red  flag,  and  blew  a  horn  :  This  we 
coniidered  as  a  fignai  made  to  us,  cither  to  warrt 
us  of  fomt;  Ihoal,  or  to  inform  us  that  they  would 
fupply  us  with  a  Pilot,  and  in  this  belief  we  im- 
mediately ftnt  our  Cutttr  to  the  boaCi  to  know 
their  intentions  j  but  we  were  foon  ir.ade  finfible 
of  our  miftake,  and  found  that  this  boat  was  the 
Commodore  of  the  whole  filhery^  and  that  the  ng^ 
mil  flic  had  made,  was  to  order  them  all  to  leave 
off  fifhing,  and  to  return  in  fliore,  which  we  faw 
tliein  inftantly  obey.  On  this  difappointment  we 
kept  on  our  courlc,  and  foon  after  palTed  by  two 
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very  fmall  rocks,    which  lay  four  or  five  miles 
diftant  from  the  fhore  ;  but  night  came  on  before 
we  got  fight  of  Pedro  Bianco,   and  we  therefore 
brought  to  till  the  morning,   when  we  had  the 
fatisfadlion  to  difcover  it.     It  is  a  rock  of  a  fmall 
circumference,    but  of  a  moderatj  height,   and, 
both  in  Hi  ape  and  colour,   refembles  a  fugar-loaf, 
and  is  about  feven  or  eight  miles  from  the  Ihore. 
We  pafled  within  a  'mile  and  an  half  of  it,  and 
left  it  between  us  and  the  land,  ftill  keeping  on  to 
the  weflward  j  and  the  next  day,  beinjg  the  7th, 
we   were   a-breaft   of  a  chain   of  Iflands,    which 
ilretched  from  Eait  to  Weft.     Thefe,  as  we  after- 
wards found,   were   called  the  Iflands  of  Lema  \ 
they  are  rocky  and  barren,  and  are  in  all,  fmall 
and  great,  fifteen  or  fixteen  \   and  there  are,  be- 
fides,    a  great  number  of  other  Iflands  between 
them  and  the  main  land  of  China.     There  is  in 
th«  thirty-ninth  Plate  a  view  of  thefe  Iflands,  and 
like  wife  a  view  of  the  grand  Ladrone,   hereafter 
uientioned,  as  it  appears  when  (R),    the  wefter- 
moft  of  the  Iflands  of  Lema,    bears   W.  N.  W, 
at  the  diftance  of  a  mile  and  half.     Thefe  Iflands 
we  left  on  the  ftarboard-flde,  pafllng  within  four 
mik's  of  tliem,  where  we  had  twenty-four  fathom 
v/atcr.    We  were  ftill  furrounded  by  fifliing-boats  j 
and  we  once  more  fent  the  Cutter  on  board  one 
of  them,    to  endeavour  to  procure  a  Pilot,   but 
could   not  prevail  j    however,  one  of  the  Chinefe 
diredled  us  by  figns  to  fail  round  the  weftermoft 
of  the  iflands  or  rocks  of  Lema,  and  then  to  hale 
up.     We  followed  this  diix^dion,  and  in  the  even- 
ing came  to  an  anchor  in  eighteen  fathom  j    at 
which  time,  the  rock  (R)  in  the  foregoing  draught 
bore  S.  S.  E.    five  miles  diftant,  and  the  grand 
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LadroneV^.  by  S,  about  two  leagues  diflant.    The 
rock  (R)  is  a  mod  excellent  diredion  for  fhips 
coming  from  the  eaftward  :    Its  l.ititu<,'c  is  21^: 
52' North,  and  it  bears  from  Pedro  hlanto  S.  64^ 
W,  dillant  twenty-one  leagues.     You  are  u,  leave 
it  on  the  ftarboard-Iide,  and  you  may  com^"  \t:'-laa 
half  a  mile  of  it  in  eighteen  iathom  w.itcr  :  Aiid 
then  you  mufb  fteer  N.  by  W.  v  W.  for  the  clian- 
nel,  between  the  Iflands  of  Cahc.ice  and  i]au:hcOy 
which  are  to  the  northward  of  the  grand  Ladrme. 
After  having  continued  at  anchor  all  night,  vvc, 
on  the  9th,    at   four  in   the  morning,    fent  our 
Cutter  to  found  the  channel,  where  we  propofed 
to  pafs  \    but  bcfcre  the   return  of  the  Cutter,  a 
Chinefe  Pilot  put   on   board  us,    and   told  us,  in 
broken  Pcrtu^uefe,  he  would   carry   us   to  Macao 
for  thirty  dollars  :  Thefe   were  immediately  paid 
him,  and  v/c  then  v^'cighed  and  made  fail  ;    and 
foon  after,  feveral  other  Pilots  came  on  board  us, 
who,  to  recommend  themfelves,  })roduced  certifi- 
cates from  the  Captains  of  feveral  fliii-is  they  had 
pilotted  in,  but  we  continued  the  fiiip  under,  the 
management   of  the   Chinefe  who   came   Hiil   on 
board.     By  this  time  we  learnt,  that  we  were  not 
far  diftant  from  Macao^  and  that  there  were  in  the 
river  of  Canton^  at  the  mouth  of  which  Mi^.cao  lies, 
eleven  European  fliips,  of  which  four  were  EngUfh. 
Our  Pilot  carried  us  between  the  Iflan^ls  of  Bambco 
and  Cabouce,  but  the  winds  hanging  in  the  northern 
board,  and  the  tides  often  fetting  llrongly  againit 
us,    we  were  obliged   to  come  frequently  to  an 
anchor,  fo  that  v/e  did  not  get  througli   between 
the  two  Iflands  till  the  1 2th  of  Nove:;2bc}\  at  two 
in  the  morning.     In  pafling  through,    our  cWj)th 
of  water  was  from   twelve  to   fourteen  fathom  ; 
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and  as  we  ftill  fteered  on  N.  W.  I  W,  between  a 
number  of  other  Iflands,  our  foundings  under- 
went little  or  no  variation  till  towards  the  even- 
ing, when  they  encreafcd  to  feventeen  fathom  •,  in 
which  depth  (the  wind  dying  away)  we  anchored 
not  far  from  the '  Ifland  of  Lantoon.  which  is  the 
largcfl:  of  all  this  range  of  Illands.  At  (tiYtw  in 
the  morning  we  weighed  again,  and  (leering  W. 
S.  W.  and  S.  W,  by  W,  we  at  ten  o'clock  hap- 
pily anchored  in  Macao  road,  in  five  fathom  water, 
the  city  o^  Macao  bearing  W.  by  N,  three  leagues 
diftant  j  the  peak  of  Lantoon  E.  by  N,  and  the 
grand  Ladrone  S.  by  E,  each  of  them  about  five 
leagues  diftant.  Thus,  after  a-fatiguing  cruife  of 
above  two  years  continuance,  we  once  more  ar- 
rived in  an  amicable  port,  in  a  civilized  country  •, 
where  the  conveniencies  of  life  were  in  great  plen- 
ty ;  where  the  naval  ftores,  which  we  now  ex- 
tremely wanted,  could  be  in  fome  degree  pro- 
cured j  where  we  expcdled  the  inexprelTible  fatif- 
fadlion  of  receiving  letters  from  our  relations  and 
friends ;  and  where  our  countrymen,  who  wert; 
lately  arrived  from  EnglarJ^  would  be  capable  oi 
anfwering  the  numerous  enquiries  wc  were  pre- 
pared to  make,  both  about  public  and  private 
occurrences,  and  to  relate  to  us  many  particulars, 
which,  whether  of  importance  or  not,  would  be 
liftned  to  by  us  with  the  utmoft  attention,  after 
the  long  fufpenfion  of  our  correfpondence  with 
our  country,  to  which  the  nature  of  our  under- 
taking had  hitherto  fubjedlcd  us. 
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CHAP.     VII. 

Proceedings  at  Macao, 

« 

TH  E  city  of  jl  lacao,  in  the  road  of  which  we 
came  to  an  anchor  on  the  12th  of  November, 
is  a  Portuguefe  fettlement,  fituated  in  an  Ifland  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river  of  Canton.  It  was  formerly 
a  very  rich  and  populous  city,  and  capable  of  de^ 
fending  itfelf  againft  the  power  of  the  adjacent 
Chinefe  Governors :  But  at  prefent  it  is  much  fallen 
from  its  antient  fplendor ;  for  though  it  is  inha- 
bited by  PortNguefey  and  hath  a  Governor  nomi- 
nated by  the  King  of  Porlugai^  yet  it  fubfifts 
merely  by  the  fufFerance  of  the  Chinefe,  who  can 
ftarve  the  place,  and  difpoflefs  the  Portuguefe  when- 
ever they  pleafe  :  This  obliges  the  Governor  of 
Macao  to  behave  with  great  circumfpei5tion,  and 
carefully  to  avoid  every  circumftance  that  may 
give  offence  to  tlie  Chinefe.  The  river  of  Canton, 
at  the  mouth  of  which  this  city  lies,  is  the  only 
Chinefe  port,  frequented  by  European  Ihips  •,  and 
this  river  is  indeed  a  more  commodious  harbour, 
on  many  accounts,  tlian  Macao :  But  the  peculiar 
cuftoms  of  the  Chinefe,  only  adapted  to  the  enter- 
tainment of  trading  Ihips,  and  the  apprehcnfions 
of  the  Commodore,  leaft  he  Ihould  embroil  the 
Eaft-Indid  Company  widi  the  Regency  of  Canton-^ 
if  he  fhould  infill  on  being  treated  upon  a  dif- 
ferent footing  than  the  Merchantmen,  made  him 
rcfolve  to  go  firft  to  Macao,  before  he  ventured 
into  the  port  of  Canton.  Indeed,  had  not  this 
rcafon  prevailed  with  him,  he  himfelf  had  nothing 
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to  fear  :  For  it  is  certain  that  lie  might  have  en- 
tered the  port  of  Cmrton^  and  might  have  con- 
tinued there  as  long  as  he  plcafed,  and  attcrAards 
have  left  it  again,  altiiough  the  whole  power  of 
tlie  Chincjc  Empire  had  been  brought  tcgctiier  to 
oppofc  him. 

rhe  Commodore,  not  to  depart  from  his  ufual 
prudence,  no  fooner  came  to  an  anchor  in  Macar, 
road,  than  he  difpatched  an  officer  v/ith  his  com- 
^pliments  to  the  Portugticfc  Governor  ot  Mac  no  ^  re- 
queuing his  Excellency,  by  rhe  lame  officer,  to 
advife  him  in  what  manner  it  would  be  proper  to 
acl,  to  avoid  offending  the  Chinefe^  which,  as  there 
Were  then  four  of  our  ihips  in  their  power  at  Can% 
tori^  was  a  matter  worthy  of  attention.  The  dit- 
ficulcy,  which  the  Commodore  principally  appre- 
hended, related  to  the  duty  uiually  paid  by  all 
Ihips  in  the  river  of  Cantofi^  according  to  their 
tunnage.  For  as  men  of  war  are  exempted  in 
every  foreign  harbour  from  all  manner  of  port 
charges,  tlie  Commodore  tliouglit  it:  wt;uld  be  de- 
rogatory to  the  honour  of  his  country,  to  fubn.it 
to  tliis  duty  in  China  :  And  tlicreiore  he  defired 
the  advice  01  the  Governor  of  yiacao,  who,  being 
an  Enrcyan^  could  not  be  ignorant  of  the  privi- 
leges claimed  by  a  BritiJJj  man  of  war,  and  con- 
le:|Uentiy  might  be  expecled  to  give  us  the  bed 
lights  for  avoiding  this  perplexity.  Our  boat  re- 
turned in  tliC  eveiiing  wIlIi  two  officers  fent  by  the 
Governor,  wno  iniormed  the  Commodore,  that  it 
was  the  Governor's  opii'.!;;'.-!,  that  if  the  CenU'.rion 
ventured  in:..-  the  river  of  Quite/:,  the  duty  would 
ccrtaiidybc  de/.  ;:'.!'.d  ;  ar.d  therefore,  if  ilie Com- 
modore a^  p'-()vcd  of  if,  he  v/ould  fend  him  a 
Pilot,    Vy'ho  ihould  cuudud  us  into  anotlier  Mc 
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harbour,  called  the  Typa^  which  was  evciy  way 
commodious  for  careening  the  fhip  (an  operation 
we  were  relblved  to  begin  upon  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible)  and  where  the  above-mentioned  duty  would, 
in  all  probability,  be  never  an<cd  for. 

This  propofal  the  Commodore  agreed  to,  and  in 
the  morning  \vc  weighed  anchor,  and,  under  the 
direcftion  of  the  Portugucfe  Pilot,  fleered  for  the 
intended  harbour.  As  we  entered  two  Illands, 
which  form  the  eaftcrn  pafiagc  to  it,  we  found 
our  foundings  decreafcd  to  three  fathom  and  a 
half :  But  the  Pilot  alluring  us  that  this  was  the 
leaft  depth  Ave  lliould  meet  with,  we  continued 
our  courfe,  till  at  length  the  fhip  ituck  faft  in  the 
mud,  with  only  eighteen  foot  water  abaft ;  and, 
the  tide  of  ebb  making,  the  water  fewed  to  fix- 
teen  feet,  but  the  fliip  remained  pcrfecflly  upright ; 
we  then  founded  all  round  us,  and  finding  the 
water  deepned  to  the  northward,  we  carried  out 
our  fmall  bower  with  two  hawfers  an  end,  and  at 
the  return  of  the  tide  of  flood,  hove  the  fliip  a- 
float ;  and  a  fmall  breeze  fpringing  up  at  the  fame 
inftant,  we  fet  the  fore-top-fail,  and  flipping  the 
hawfcr,  ran  into  the  harbour,  where  we  moored  in 
about  five  tathom  water.  This  harbour  of  the 
Typa  is  formed  by  a  number  of  Iflands,  and  is 
about  fix  miles  diitant  ironi  Macao.  Here  v.c 
faluted  the  caftle  ot  Ahicao  v/ith  eleven  guns, 
which  v/ere  returned  by  an  equal  number. 

The  next  day  the  Ccmiuodore  paid  a  vifit  in 
perfon  to  the  Governo'',  and  was  iiiluted  at  his 
landing  by  eleven  guns  \  which  were  returned  l-y 
the  Centurion.  Mr.  Anfon\  bufinels  in  this  \\i\x, 
was  to  folicit  the  Governor  to  grant  us  a  fup})ly 
of  provifions,  and  to  furnifli  us  with  fucii  Itorcs 
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(Li  were  neccflary  to  refit  the  fliip.  The  Governor 
fecmed  really  inchned  to  do  us  all  the  fervirc  he 
could  i  and  afllired  the  Commodore,  in  a  frit-ndly 
manner,  that  he  would  privately  give  us  all  the 
alTiH-ance  in  his  power  j  but  he,  at  the  fame  time, 
frar.kly  owned,  that  he  dared  not  openly  furnifh 
us  with  any  thing  we  demanded,  unlcfs  we  firft 
procured  an  order  fc  r  it  from  the  Viceroy  of  Can- 
ton i  for  that  he  neitlicr  received  provifions  for  his 
ganifon,  nor  any  other  necefiaries,  but  by  per- 
miflion  from  the  Chinefe  Government  •,  and  as  they 
took  care  only  to  furniih  him  from  day  to  day, 
he  was  indeed  no  other  than  their  vaflal,  whom 
they  could  at  all  times  compel  to  fubniit  to  their 
own  terms,  only  by  laying  an  embargo  on  his  pro- 
vifions, 

On  this  declaration  of  the  Governor,  Mr.  Anfon 
rcfolved  himfelf  to  go  to  Canton,  to  procure  a  li- 
cence from  the  Viceroy  j  and  he  accordingly  hired 
a  Chinefe  boat  for  himfelf  and  his  attendants ;  but 
juft  as  he  was  ready  to  embark,  the  Hoppo^  or 
Chinefe  Cuflom-houfe  officer  at  Macao,  refufed  to 
grant  a  permit  to  the  boat,  and  ordered  the  water- 
men not  to  proceed,  at  their  peril.  The  Commo- 
fdore  at  hrft  endeavoured  to  prevail  with  the  Hoppo 
Xo  withdraw  his  injun^lion,  and  to  grant  a  permit ; 
gnd  tiic  Governor  of  Macao  employed  his  intereft 
with  the  Hoppo  to  the  fame  purpole.  Mr.  Anfon^ 
finding  tlie  officer  inflexible,  told  him,  the  next 
(day,  that  if  he  longer  r:fufed  to  grant  the  permit, 
he  would  man  and  arm  his  own  boats,  to  carry 
him  thither  j  alking  the  Hoppo,  at  the  fame  time, 
who  he  imagined  would  dare  to  oppofe  him.  Tiiis 
threat  immediately  brought  about  what  his  in- 
^reatits  had  laboured  for  in  vain  :   The  permit  was 
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granted,  and  Mr.  j4ftfon  went  to  Cantofti  On  l\is 
arrival  there,  he  confulted  with  the  Supercargoes 
and  Officers  of  the  Engl'tft)  fhips,  how  to  procure 
an  order  from  the  Viceroy  for  the  ncccflarics  he 
wanted  :  But  in  this  he  had  reafon  to  ibppofe,  that 
the  advice  they  gave  him,  though  doubtlefs  well 
intended,  was  yet  not  the  moil  prudent :  For  as  it 
is  the  cuftom  with  thefe  Gentlemen,  never  to  ap- 
ply to  the  fupreme  Magiftrate  himfelf,  whatever 
difficulties  they  labour  under,  but  to  tranfaft  all 
matters  relating  to  the  Government,  by  the  medi- 
ation of  the  principal  Chinefe  Merchants,  Mr.  Anfon 
was  advifed  to  follow  the  fame  method  upon  this 
occafion,  the  Evglijh  promifing  (  in  which  they 
were  doubtlefs  fmcere )  to  exert  all  their  intcrcd 
to  engage  the  Merchants  in  his  favour.  And  when 
the  Chinefe  Merchants  were  appUed  to,  they  readily 
undertook  the  management  of  it,  and  promifed  to 
anfwer  for  its  fuccefs  \  but  after  near  a  month's 
delay,  and  reiterated  exculbs^  during  which  inter- 
val they  pretended  to  be  often  upon  the  point  of 
compleating  the  bufmefs,  they  at  laft  (being  pref- 
fed,  and  meafures  being  taken  for  delivering  a 
letter  to  the  Viceroy)  threw  off  the  mafk,  and  de- 
clared they  neither  had  applied  to  the  Viceroy, 
nor  could  they  j  for  he  was  too  great  a  man, 
they  faid,  for  '  '.lem  to  approach  on  any  occafion  : 
And,  not  contented  with  having  themfelves  thus 
grofly  deceived  th€  Commodore,  they  now  ufcd  all 
their  perfuafion  with  the  Englijh  at  Canton,  to  pre- 
vent them  from  intermeddling  with  any  thing  that 
regarded  him,  reprcfenting  to  them,  that  it  would 
in  ail  probability  embroil  them  with  the  Govern- 
ment, and  occafion  them  a  great  deal  of  unnecef- 
fary  trouble  j  which  groundlcfs  infinu^tions  had 
^  indeed 
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indeed  but  too  much  weight  with  thofc  they  were 
applied  to. 

It  may  be  difficult  to  afTign  a  rcafon  for  this  per- 
fidious condu6l  of  the  Chincfe  Merchants  :  Intercll 
indeed  is  known  to  exert  a  boundlcfs  influence  over 
the  inhabitants  of  that  Empire  •,  but  how  their  in- 
terefl:  could  be  affected  in  the  prefcnt  '-aie,  is  not 
cafy  to  difcovcr  •,  unlcfs  they  apprehended  that  the 
prefence  of  a  lliip  of  force  might  damp  their  Ma- 
mla  trade,  and  therefore  a6ted  in  this  manner  with 
a  view  of  forcing  the  Commodore  to  Batavia  : 
But  it  might  be  as  natural  in  this  liglit  to  fuppofe, 
that  they  would  have  been  eager  to  have  got  him 
difpatched.      I  therefore  rather  impute  their  be- 
haviour  to  the   unparalleled  pufdlanimity  of  the 
Nation,    and  to  the  awe  they  are  under  of  the 
Government  :   For  as  fuch  a  fiiip  as  the  Centurion, 
fitted  for  war  only,  had  ntve    Seen  \tQn  in  thofe 
parts  before,  Ihe  was  the  hor         )f  thefe  dallards, 
and  the  Merchants  were  in  fome  degree  t-.Trified 
even  with  the  idea  of  her,  and  could  not  think  of 
applying  to  the  Viceroy  (who  is  doubtlefs  fond 
of  all  opportunities  of  fleecing  them)  without  re- 
prefenting  to  themfelves   the   pretences  which  a 
hungry  and  tyrannical  Magiilrate  might  pollibly 
find,  for  cenfuring  their  intermeddling  in  fo  un- 
ufual  a  tranfadion,  in  which  he  might  pretend  the 
jntereft  of  the  State  was  immediately  concerned. 
However,  be  this  at  may,  the  Commodore  was 
fatisfied  that  nothing  was  to  be  done  by  the  intcr- 
pofition  of  the  Merchants,  as  it  was  on  hir.  prefTing 
them  to  deliver  a  letter  to  the  Viceroy,  that  they 
had  declared  they  durfb  not  intermeddle,  and  had 
confelfed,  that  notwithllanding  all  their  pretences 
of  ferving  him,  they  had  not  yet  taken  one  ftcp 
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towards  it.  Mr.  Anfon  therefore  told  them,  that 
he  would  proceed  to  Ratavia^  and  refit  his  fhip 
there  i  bur  informed  them,  at  the  fame  time,  tjut 
this  was  impoffible  to  be  done,  unlefs  he  was  fup- 
plicd  with  a  ftock  of  provifions  fufRcient  for  his 
paflagc.  The  Merchants,  on  this,  undertook  to 
procure  him  provifions,  but  aflfured  him,  that  it 
was  what  they  durft  not  engage  in  openly,  but  pro- 
pofed  to  manage  it  in  a  clandeftine  manner,  by 
putting  a  quantity  of  bread,  flower  and  other  pro- 
vifion  on  board  the  Englijh  fliips,  which  were  now 
ready  to  fail  -,  and  thefe  were  to  Hop  at  the  mouth 
ot  the  Typa^  where  the  Centiirion\  boats  were  to  re- 
ceive it.  This  article,  which  the  Merchants  repre- 
fented  as  a  matter  of  g.-eat  flivour,  being  fettled, 
the  Commodore,  on  the  i6th  of  December^  re- 
turned from  Canton  to  the  fliip,  feemingly  refolvcd 
to  proceed  to  Batavia  to  refit,  as  foon  as  he  fhould 
get  his  fupplies  of  provifion  on  board. 

But  Mr.  .'^ftfon  (who  never  intended  going  to 
Baiavia)  found,  on  his  return  to  the  Centurion, 
that  her  main-mart  was  fprung  in  two  places,  and 
that  the  leak  was  confiderably  increafed  -,  fo  that, 
upon  the  whole,  he  was  fully  fatisfied,  that  though 
he  fhould  lay  in  a  fufficient  ilock  of  provifions,  yet 
it  would  be  impoflible  for  him  to  put  to  lea  with- 
out refitting  :  For,  if  he  left  the  port  with  his  fliip 
in  her  prcfcnt  condition,  llic  would  be  in  the  ut- 
moft  danger  of  foundring  ;  and  therefore,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  difficulties  he  had  met  with,  he  re- 
folved  at  all  events  to  have  her  hove  down,  before 
he  i^cft  Macao.  He  v/as  fully  convinced,  by  what 
he  had  obfcrvcd  at  Canton,  that  his  great  caution 
not  to  injure  the  Eajl-India  Company's  affairs,  and 
the  regard  he  had  Ihown  to  the  advice  of  their  of- 
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ficcrs,  had  occufioned  all  his  cmbarrafmcnts.  For 
he  now  faw  clearly,  that  it  he  had  at  firft  carried 
his  fliip  into  the  tWqx  o^ Canton^  and  had  immedi- 
ately applied  himfelt  to  the  Mandarines^  who  ;ire 
the  chief  officers  of  State,  inftcad  of  employing  the 
Merchants  to  apply  for  him  j  he  would,  in  cW  pro- 
bability, have  had  all  his  rcqiiclts  granted,  and 
would  have  been  foon  difpatched.  He  had  already 
loft  a  month,  by  the  wrong  mcafures  he  had  been 
put  upon,  but  he  refolved  to  lofe  as  little  more 
time  as  poflible ;  and  therefore,  the  1 7th  of  De- 
cember, being  the  next  day  after  his  return  from 
Canton,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Viceroy  of  th.lt 
place,  acquainting  him,  that  he  was  Commander 
in  chief  of  a  fquadron  of  his  Britannick  Majefty's 
ihips  of  war,  which  had  been  cruifing  for  two  years 
paft  in  the  Souih-Seas  againft  the  Spaniards,  who 
were  at  war  with  the  King  his  Mafter  -,  that,  in  his 
way  back  to  England,  he  had  put  into  the  port  of 
Macao,  having  a  confiderabk  leak  in  his  fhip,  and 
being  in  great  want  of  provifions,  fo  that  it  wa$ 
impoflible  for  him  to  proceed  on  his  voyage,  till 
his  fhip  was  repaired,  and  he  was  fupplied  with  the 
neceflliries  he  wanted  •,  that  he  had  been  at  Canton, 
in  hopes  of  being  admitted  to  a  perfonal  audience 
of  his  Excellency  -,  but  being  a  ftranger  to  the  cuf- 
toms  of  the  country,  li^  had  not  been  able  to  in- 
form himfelf  what  fteps  were  neceflary  to  be  taken 
to  procure  fuch  an  audience,  and  therefore  was  ob- 
liged to  apply  to  hjm  in  this  manner,  to  defire  his 
Excellency  to  give  orders,  for  his  being  permitted 
to  employ  Carpenters  and  proper  workmen  to  refi; 
his  fhip,  and  to  furnifh  himfelf  with  provifions  and 
ftores,  thereby  to  en  ^ble  him  to  purfue  his  voyage 
to  Great-Britain  with  this  monlbon,  hopin^^,   at 
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the  fame  time,  that  thefe  orders  would  be  ifilicci 
with  as  little  delay  as  poffible,  lead  it  might  occa- 
fion  his  lofs  of  the  fcafon,  and  he  might  be  pre- 
vented froni  departing  till  the  next  winter. 

This  letter  was  tranflated  into  the  Chinefe  lan- 
giiage>  and  the  Commodore  delivered  it  himftlf  to 
the  Hoppo  or  chief  ofHccr  of  the  Emperor's  cuftoms 
at  Macao,  defiring  him  to  forward  it  to  the  Viceroy 
of  CanloHy  with  as  much  expedition  as  he  could. 
The  officer  at  iirft  lecmed  unwilling  to  take  charge 
of  it,  and  raifed  many  difficulties  about  it,  fo  that 
Mr.  j^nfon  fufpefted  him  of  being  in  league  with 
the  Merchants  of  Canton^  who  had  always  Ihown  a 
great  apprehenfion  cf  the  Commodore's  having  any 
immef'iate  intercourfe  ^.i'h  the  Viceroy  or  Manda- 
rines ;  and  tlierefore  the  Commodore,  with  fome 
refentmcnt,  rook  back  his  letter  from  the  HoppOy 
and  told  him,  he  would  immediately  fend  an  officer 
with  it  to  Canton  in  his  own  boat,  and  would  give 
him  pofitive  orders  not  to  return  without  an  an- 
fwer  from  the  Viceroy.  The  Hop/xj  perceiving  the 
Commodore  to  be  in  euiricft,  and  fearing  to  be 
called  to  an  ac(  ount  for  his  refufal,  begged  to  be 
intrnlled  with  the  letter,  and  promifcd  to  deliver  it, 
and  to  {procure  an  anfsvtr  as  foon  ?^  poffible.  And 
now  it  was  foon  ^i^K:n  how  juftly  Mr.  Anfon  had  at 
laft  juds;ed  of  tlie  proper  manner  of  dealing  with 
the  Chhicft",  lor  this  letter  was  written  but  the  17th 
of  December,  as  hath  been  Ulready  obftrved  •,  and, 
on  the  icjth  in  the  morning,  a  Mandarine  of  the 
firft  rank,  who  was  Governor  of  the  city  of  J  anfon, 
together  with  two  Mandarines  of  an  interior  clafs, 
and  a  great  retinue  of  officers  and  fervants,  having 
with  them  eighteen  half  gallies,  decorated  with  a 
grtat  number  of  dreamers,  and  furniffied  with  mu- 
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fic,  and  full  of  men,  came  to  grapnel  a-head  of  the 
Centurion  ;  whence  the  Mandarine  fent  a  meffige  to 
the  Commodore,  telling  him,  that  he  (the  Man- 
darine) was  ordered,  by  the  Viceroy  of  Canton,  to 
examine  the  condition  of  the  fhip,  and  defirii:g  the 
fhip's  boat  might  be  fcnt  to  fetch  him  on  board. 
The  Centurion^s  boat  was  immediately  difpatched, 
and  preparations  were  made  for  receiving  him  j 
for  a  hundred  of  the  mod  fightly  of  the  crew  were 
uniformly  drefl  in  the  regimentals  of.  the  marines, 
and  were  drawn  up  under  arms  on  the  main-deck, 
againft  his  arrival.  When  he  entered  the  fhip  he 
was  faluted  by  the  drums,  and  what  other  military 
mufic  there  was  on  board  •,  and  pafTing  by  the  new- 
formed  guard,  he  was  met  by  the  Commodore  on 
the  quarter-deck,  who  conduded  him  to  the  great 
cabbin.  Here  the  Mandminc  explained  his  com- 
mifTion,  declaring,  that  his  bufmefs  was  to  exa- 
mine all  the  particulars  mentioned  in  the  Commo- 
dore's letter  to  the  Viceroy,  and  to  confront  them 
with  the  reprefentation  that  had  been  given  ot 
them  -,  that  he  was  particularly  inftru6ted  to  infped 
the  leak,  and  had  for  tha:  purpofe  brought  with 
him  two  Chinefe  Carpenters  j  and  that  for  the 
greater  regularity  and  difpatch  of  his  bufmefs,  he 
had  every  head  of  enquiry  feparately  wrote  down 
c^Ti  a  fheet  of  paper,  with  a  void  fpace  oppofite  to 
ir,  where  he  was  to  infert  fuch  information  and  re- 
marks thereon,  as  he  could  procure  by  his  own  ob- 
fervation. 

This  Mandarine  appeared  to  be  a  perfon  of  very 
confiderable  parts,  and  endowed  with  more  frank- 
nefs  and  honefly,  than  is  to  be  found  in  the  gene- 
rality of  the  Chinefe.  After  the  proper  inquiries 
had  been  mados  particularly  about  the  leak,  which 
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the  Chinefe  Carpenters  r  -rted  to  be  as  dangerous, 
as  it  had  been  reprefentcd,  and  confequently  that  it 
was  impoflible  for  the  Centurion  to  proceed  to  fea 
without  being  refitted,  the  Mandarine  cxpreffed 
himfelf  fatisfied  with  the  account  given  in  the  Com- 
modore's letter.  And  this  Magiftrate,  as  he  was 
more  intelligent  than  any  other  perfon  of  his  na- 
tion that  came  to  our  knowledge,  fo  likewile  was 
he  more  curious  and  inquifitive,  viewing  each  part 
of  the  fliip  with  particular  attention,  and  appear- 
ing greatly  furprized  at  the  largencL  of  the  lower 
deck  guns,  and  at  the  weight  and  fize  of  the  fhot. 
The  Commodore,  oblbrving  liis  ailonifhment, 
thought  this  a  proper  opportunity  to  convince  the 
Chinefe  of  the  piudence  of  granting  him  a  fpeedy 
and  ample  fupply  of  all  he  wanted:  With  this  view 
he  told  the  Mandarine,  and  thofe  who  were  with 
him,  that,  befides  the  demands  he  made  for  a  ge- 
neral fupply,  he  had  a  particular  complaint  againft 
the  proceedings  of  the  Cuiiom-houfe  of  Macao  ; 
that  at  his  iirft  arrival  the  Chinefe  boats  had  brought 
on  board  plenty  of  greins,  and  variety  of  frefli  pro- 
vifions  for  daily  ufc,  for  which  they  had  always 
been  paid  to  their  full  fatisfadion,  but  that  the  Cu- 
llom-houfc  officers  at  Macao  had  foon  forbid  them, 
by  which  means  he  was  deprived  of  thofe  refreih- 
ments  which  were  of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  the 
health  of  his  men,  after  their  long  and  fickly  voy- 
age i  that  as  they,  the  Maiuiarines,  had  informed 
themfelves  of  his  wants,  and  were  eye-witnefles  ot 
the  force  and  (Irength  of  his  fliip,  they  might  be 
latisucd  it  was  n(Jt  for  want  of  power  to  fupply 
himfelf,  that  he  dcfired  the  permilfion  ot  the  Go- 
vernment to  purchafe  what  provifions  he  flood  in 
need  of  \  that  they  mull  be  convinced  that  theQ«- 
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turlon  alone  was  capable  of  deftroying  the  whole^  na^ 
vigation  of  the  port  of  Canton,  or  of  any  othei' 
port  in  China,  without  running  the  leaft  rifque 
from  all  the  force  the  Chinefe  could  colled  •,  that  it 
was  true,  this  was  not  the  manner  of  proceeding 
between  nations  in  friendlhip  with  each  other  ;  but 
it  was  likewife  true,  that  it  was  not  cuftomary  for 
any  nation  to  permit  the  fhips  of  their  friends  to 
ftarve  and  fink  in  their  ports,  when  thofe  friends 
had  money  to  fupply  their  wants,  and  only  defired 
liberty  to  lay  it  out  ;  that  they  muft  confefs,  he 
and  his  people  had  hitherto  behaved  with  great 
modtily  and  referve  j  but  that,  as  his  wants  were 
each  day  increafing,  hunger  would  at  laft  prove 
too  ftrong  for  any  reftraint,  and  neceffity  was  ac- 
knowledged in  all  countries  to  be  fuperior  to  every 
other  law  -,  and  therefore  it  could  not  be  expefted 
that  his  crew  would  long  continue  to  ftarve  in  the 
midfl  of  that  plenty  to  which  their  eyes  were  every 
day  witnefles:  To  this  the  Commodore  added, 
(though  perliaps  with  a  lefs  ferious  air)  that  if  by 
the  delay  of  fupplying  him  with  frefh  provifions 
his  men  ihould  be  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  turn- 
ing cannibals,  and  preying  i^on  their  own  fpecies, 
it  was  eafy  to  be  forefeen  that,  independent  of  their 
friendlhip  to  their  comrades,  they  would,  in  point 
of  luxury,  prefer  the  plump  well  ted  Chinefe  to 
their  own  immaciated  Ihipmates.  The  firft  Man- 
darine acquiefced  in  the  juftnefs  of  this  reafoning, 
and  told  the  Commodore,  tliat  he  Ihould  that  night 
proceed  for  Canton  ;  that  on  his  arrival,  a  Council 
€>f  Mandarines  would  be  fummoncd,  of  which  he 
himfelf  was  a  Member  j  and  that  by  being  employed 
ui  the  prcfent  Commilfion,  he  was  of  courfe  the 
Commodore's  Advocate  j  that,  as  he  was  fully  con- 
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VirtCed  of  the  urgency  of  Mr.  Anfonh  neceflity,  h« 
did  not  doubt  but,  on  his  reprefentation,  the  Coun- 
cil would  be  of  the  fame  opinion  ;  and  that  all  that 
Was  demanded  would  be  amply  and  fpeedily  grant- 
ed :  And  with  regard  to  the  Commodore's  com- 
plaint of  the  Cuftom-houfe  of  Macao.,  he  under- 
took to  rectify  that  immediately  by  his  own  autho- 
rity ;  for  deliring  a  lift  to  be  given  him  of  the 
quantity  of  provifion  neceffary  for  the  expence  of 
the  fliip  for  a  day,  he  wrote  a  permit  under  it,  and 
delivered  it  to  one  of  his  attendants,  direfting  him 
to  fee  that  quantity  fent  on  board  early  every  morn- 
ing ;  and  this  order,  from  that  time  forwards,  was 
pundually  complied  with. 

When  this  weighty  affair  was  thus  in  fome  de- 
gree regulated,    the  Commodore  invited  him  and 
his  two  attendant  Mandarints  to  dinner,   telling 
them  at  the  fame  time,  that  if  his  provifions,  either 
in  kind  or  quantity,  was  not  what  they  might  ex- 
pe6t,  tliey  muft  thank  themfelves  for  having  con- 
fined him  to  fo  hard  an  allowance.     One  of  his 
difhes  was  beef,  which  the  Chinefe  all  diflikc,  tho* 
Mr.  An/on  was  not  apprized  of  it ;  this  feems  to  be 
derived  from  the  Indian  fuperftition,   which  for 
lome  ages  paft  has  made  a  great  progrefs  in  China. 
However,  his  guefts  did  not  entirely  faft  •,  for  the 
three  Mandarines  compleatly  finifhcd  the  white  part 
of  four  large  fowls*      But   they  ^7ere  extremely 
embarraifed  with  their  knives  and  forks,   and  were 
quite  incapable  of  making  ufe  of  them  :    So  that, 
after  fome  fruitlefs  attempts   to  help  themfelves, 
which  were  fufficiently  awkward,  one  of  the  attend- 
ants was  obliged  to  cut  their  meat  in  fmall  pieces 
fur  them.    But  whatever  dilficu Icy  liiey  migh:  have 
in  complying  with  the  European  manner  of  catinpr, 
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they  fcenicd  not  to  be  novices  in  drinking.  TIkJ 
Commodore  excufed  himl'elf  in  this  part  ot  the  en- 
tertainment, under  the  pretence  of  illnefs  -,  but 
there  being  another  Gentleman  prefent,  of  a  florid 
and  jovial  complexion,  the  chief  Mandarine  clapped 
him  on  the  fhoulder,  and  told  him  by  the  inter- 
preter, tlut  certainly  he  could  not  plead  fickncls, 
and  therefore  infilled  on  his  bearing  him  company  ; 
and  that  Gentleman  perceiving,  that  after  they  had 
difputched  four  or  live  bottles  of  frontimac,  the 
Mandarine  ftill  continued  unruffled,  he  ordered  a 
bottle  of  citron-water  to  be  brought  up,  which  the 
Chinefe  feemed  much  to  relifli  ;  and  this  being  near 
finifned,  they  arofe  from  table,  in  appearance  cool 
and  uninflaenced  by  what  they  had  drank,  and  tlie 
Commodore  having,  according  to  cuftom,  made 
the  Mandarine  a  prcient,  they  all  departed  in  the 
iame  vellcls  that  broutdit  them. 
•  Alter  their  departure,  the  Commodore  with 
great  iiiipiitience  expected  the  refolutjon  of  the 
Council,  and  iIk,'  neceliary  licences  for  his  refit- 
nient.  For  it  mud  be  ohferved,  as  hath  already 
o.ppearcd  irom  the  preceding  narration,  that  lie 
ck:\i\'\  neither  purchafe  llores  nor  neceHIiries  v/idi 
hl&  money,  nor  did  any  kind  of  workmen  dare  to 
cnp\-L^e  ihenifclves  tj  work  for  him,  without  the 
Tjieririiirun  of  the  Government  firpL  obtained.  And 
\n  ilij  execution  of  thefe  particular  injunftions,  the 
]Magiii;rates  never  tail  of  exercifmg  great  feverity, 
they,  notwithilwinding  the  fullian  elogiums  befcow- 
ed  upon  tlicni  by  the  Catholic  MilTionaries  and 
their  iLurcfisan  copiers ^  being  compofed  of  the  fame 
fragile  m:-ter."als  with  the  relt  of  mankind,  and  ot- 
ten  m  ikipp;  v.le  cf  the  authority  of  tlie  law,  not  to 
fupprefi  ciimei,  but  to  enrich  themfelves  by  tlie 
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pillage  of  thofc  who  commit  them  ;  for  capital  pu*' 
nifhments  are  rare  in  China,  the  cllcminate  genius 
of  the  nation,  and  their  flrong  attachment  to  lucre, 
diipofing  them  rather  to  make  uie  of  tines  •,  and 
hence  arifcs  no  inconfiderable  proHt  to  thofe  who 
compofe  their  tribunals  :  Confequenrly  prohibiti- 
ons  o[  all  kinds,  particularly  fuch,  as  tlie  alluring 
profpcd:  of  great  proiit  may  oitcn  tempt  tlic  fub- 
ject  CO  infringe,  cannot  but  be  favourite  inllituri- 
cns  in  fii'iii  a  Government.     But  to  return  : 

Some  time  before  this,  Captain  Sounders  took 
his  pafiap;c  to  Kn^lavd  on  boai'd  a  S'wed'lh  i1iii>,  and 
was  chat-nred  wi^li  (lifpatches  from  the  C  ommo- 
dorc  ;  and  loon  after,  in  the  n^onth  of  Dcrml'ery 
Captain  MiicbeL  Colonel  Crr(cberodi\  and  Mr.  TdJ- 
fel,  one  of  the  Agent-VichHllcrs,  with  liis  nephew 
Mr.  Charles  Uorrirji,  embarked  on  board  fomc  of 
our  Company's  (hips  •,  and  I,  having  obtained  the 
Commodore's  leave  to  return  h  Miie,  embarked 
with  them.  I  nuift  obferve  too,  'havinn;  omitted 
it  before)  th;it  whilli:  we  lay  here  at  yi:>cac,  we 
were  inibrmed  by  fome  ot  the  oihcers  of  our  huiia- 
•;.V/7,  that  the  Severn  and  Ptvr/,  the  two  fl-'ips  of 
our  fquadron,  which  had  fepai\-.tcd  from  us  of?  Cap-; 
Noir,  v/ere  ialely  arrived  at  Ri:,  [Janeiro  on  tliC 
coalt  of  Brazil.  I  have  formerly  taken  notice, 
'hat  at  tlie  time  of  their  fep:.rat;on,  wc  apprch^n;!- 
ul  them  to  be  loil.  .^nd  there  were  m:<.wf  rciir.p.s 
which  greatly  flwoured  tliis  fufpicion  :  I-'..r  v.c 
I'viiew  that  the  Sci'ern  in  particular  was  c::trcn',ei/ 
fitkly  •,  and  this  was  the  m.oi'e  obvioiis  to  tiie  r^ii 
ufthe  Ihip'^,  as,  in  the  preceding  part  cf  chevoy- 
up;e,  her  Commander  Captain  I.e;rcr  had  bcc:i  re- 
niarkable  for  his  e\empl:Ary  pundLU.-.ii.y  in  ka-ping 
liis  ilation,  till,  tor  the  1 1'l  ten  d^ys  belurc  hi^  ie- 
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paration,  his  crew  was  fo  tliminifhcd  and  enFceblcJ, 
that  with  his  utmoft  effcrts  it  was  not  poflible  for 
him  to  maintain  his  proper  pofition  with  his  wonted 
cxaftnefs.  The  extraordinary  ficknefs  on  board 
him  was  by  many  imputed  to  the  fliip,  which  was 
new,  and  on  that  account  was  beUevcd  to  be  the 
more  unhealthy  ;  but  whatever  was  the  caufe  of  it, 
the  Severn  was  by  much  the  moft  fickly  of  the  fqua- 
dron  :  For  before  her  departure  from  St.  Catherine's 
fhe  buried  more  men  than  any  of  them,  infomuch 
that  the  Commodore  was  obliged  to  recruit  her  with 
a  number  of  frefli  hands  ;  and,  the  mortality  Hill 
contiuing  on  board  her,  Ihe  was  fupplied  with  men 
a  fecond  time  at  fea,  after  our  fetting  fail  from  St. 
Julians  -,  and  notwithftanding  thefe  different  rein- 
forcements, flie  was  at  iaft  reduced  to  the  dillrelTed 
condition  I  have  already  mentioned  :  So  that  the 
Commodore  himfelf  was  tirmly  perfuaded  fhe  was 
loft  -,  and  therefore  it  was  with  great  joy  we  re- 
ceived the  news  of  her  and  the  Pearl^s  fafety,  af- 
ter the  ftrong  perfuafion,  which  had  fo  long  pre- 
vailed amongft  us,  of  their  having  both  perilhed. 
Hut  to  proceed  with  the  tranfaftions  between  Mr. 
.'■:vfcn:inAth(tChi7iefe.'"'>" ''''   ''■■-'  '"'•^'       ' 

Notwithftanding  the  favourable  difpofition  of  the 
Mandarine  Governor  of  Janfon,  at  his  leaving  Mr. 
Afifcn^  ll'vcral  days  were  elapfed  before  he  had  any 
advice  from  him  j  and  Mr.  Anfon  was  privately  in- 
formed there  were  great  debates  in  Council  upon 
his  uffur  ;  partly  perhaps  owing  to  its  being  fo  un- 
ufual  a  cafe,  and  in  part  to  the  influence,  as  I  fup- 
poic,  of  the  intrigues  of  the  French  at  Canton : 
For  they  had  a  countryman  and  faft  friend  refiding 
on  the  fpot,  who  fpoke  the  language  very  well, 
and  was  not  unacquainred  with  the  venality  of  die 
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Government,  nor  with  the  pcrfons  of  fevcral  of  tha 
Magillrates,  and  confcquently  could  not  be  at  a 
lols  tor  means  of  traverfmg  the  airiftancc  defircd  by 
Mr.  yhfon.  And  this  oppofition  of  the  French  was 
not  merely  the  efiedt  of  national  prejudice  or  con- 
trariety of  political  intcrcits,  but  was  in  good  mca- 
fure  owing  to  their  vanity,  a  motive  oi  much  more 
weight  with  the  generality  of  mankind,  than  any 
attachment  to  the  public  fervice  of  tlicir  commu- 
nity :  For,  the  7')'i7«c;&  pretending  their  Imliame}:  to 
be  Men  of  War  j  their  officers  were  apprehenlivc, 
that  any  diltinction  granted  to  Mr.  yJ:J\n,  o\\  ac- 
count of  his  bearing  the  King's  Commillioa,  would 
render  them  lefs  confiderable  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Chinefe^  and  would  eftablilh  a  prcpoflciTion  a:  Can- 
ton in  favour  of  fliips  of  war,  by  which  tlicy,  as 
trading  veflels,  would  fufFer  in  their  importance  : 
And  1  wiih  the  affectation  of  cndeavouririg  to  pals 
for  men  of  war,  and  the  fear  of  finking  in  tiie  cfci- 
mation  of  the  Chinefe^  if  the  Centurion  was  treated 
in  a  diiferent  manner  from  themfelves,  had  been 
confined  to  the  officers  of  the  French  Ihips  only. 
However,  notwithftanding  all  thefe  obftacles,  it 
Ihould  feem,  that  the  reprefentation  of  the  Com- 
modore to  the  Mandarines  of  the  facility  with  which 
he  could  right  himfelf,  if  juftice  were  denied  him, 
had  at  lafl  its  effed  :  For,  on  the  6th  of  Jamiaiyy 
in  the  morning,  the  Governor  of  Janfin^  the  Com- 
modore's Advocate,  fcnt  down  the  Viceroy  of 
Canton's,  warrant  for  the  refitment  of  the  Centurion^ 
and  for  fupplying  her  people  with  all  they  wanted  ; 
and,  the  next  day,  a  number  oiChinefc  Smiths  and 
Carpenters  went  on  board,  to  agree  for  all  the  work 
by  the  great.  They  demanded  at  (irft,  to  the 
amount  of  a  tlioufvind  pounds  fterling  for  the  ne- 

1  i  3  cciTury 


fii 


I . 


■(-      ,' 


3     i 


W 


m  V 


)l« 


fill 


y 


i 


] 


(4^6) 

ccl'i'niy  repairs  of  the  fhip,  the  boat.^,  aikl  th;'* 
niuib  :  1  iiii:  the  Commodoi  e  Jccmcd  to  think  an 
Uiireulbnaulc  luin,  imd  cndtavourccl  to  peiiliadc 
thtin  to  work  by  tlie  day;  but  that  jiroj^oliU  they 
would  jK)t  hcarkca  to;  To  it  v/>:.s  ai  Ldl  ap;»-ccd, 
t'u'.t  the  Carpenters  flioiiM  havo  to  ilic  amouiu  cr' 


EDuuc  lix  nu.idred  poiiiu's  ior  thur  work  •,  aiv  i  i,iar 
tho  bi/iirhb  Ihoul.l  be  paid  ior  their  iro!i-w(M-k  ly 
vvu^liL",  allowing  th'jm  at  tlr.-  ran-  of  t!ir'j?  pciin  's 
a  hiindre.l  nearly  ior  the  Imali  work,  and  torty-Hx 
Hiill:n2;s  fl-T  the  larcre. 

I'his  being  regulated,  tl;c  CnmmoLhn'e  exerted 
hinifclt  to  ij^ct  this  moll  imnoitant  hmlncfs  rom- 
pleatcd  ;  1  mean,  the  heaving  down  the  Or.' ■/;•,• ;;/, 
ani.i  cxandninn:  the  Hate  of  her  bottom  :  f'cr  '.!,•.; 
purpofe  the  firil  Lieutenant  was  difpatchc'd  to  T./,' 
tn/i  to  hire  two  country  veffels,  called  in  tliei;  l..,v 
gur.ge  jun];?,  one  of  them  beini^  intended  to  h.cr.ve 
down  by,  and  the  otlicr  to  fcrvc  as  a  magazine  lor 
the  pov/dcr  and  ammunition  :  ;\t  the  lame  tiire 
tlie  rcround  was  fmoothcd  on  one  of  the  neioihbDi::-- 
ing  Llands,  and  a  large  tent  was  jiitrhed  lor  ]o;'g- 
ing  the  lumber  and  proviJion^,  and  neiir  a  hundred 
Civ,w/>  Caulkers  werefoon  fet  to  work  on  the  (^ccks 
and  fides  of  the  ihip.  But  all  rhefe  [^reparations 
and  the  getting  ready  the  careening  gear,  took  '.:;> 
a  p,reat  deal  of  tim.c  ;  tor  the  Chiucfc  Caulker-, 
though  tiiey  worI;ed  very  well,  v/ere  iar  from  be- 
ing expeditious  ;  ?av.\  it  v/.;S  tlic.  26th  of  J:^i::-"y 
before  the  iunks  arr'ved  ;  .ml  tlie  neceflary  mr.rr- 
rial?.,  which  were  to  be  purchafed  at  Cantcn^  came 
dc'.vn  very  fiov/ly  -.  T^.'.rtly  irom  the  diftance'of  the 
rbce,  ?in<}.  pas  tiy  from  tiie  delays  and  backwarcnef; 
of  the  Cliiy^fe  Mcrrhar.ts.  And  in  this  interval 
Mr.  A^'^j^n  had  the  additional  perplexity  to  (S\\o.-)- 
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%er,  that  his  forc-maft  was  broken  afundcr  above 
the  upper  di:ck  partners,  and  was  only  kept  toge- 
ther by  the  fiihes  which  had  been  formerly  clapt 
upon  it. 

However,  the  Centurionh  people  made  tlie  mod 
of  their  time,  and  exerted  themfclves  the  beil  they 
could  i  and  as  by  clearing  the  lliip,  the  Carpen- 
ters v/ere  enabled  to  come  at  the  leak,  tiicy  took 
care  to  fccure  that  elfectually,  wliilil  tlie  other  pre- 
parations were  g<'ing  lorwards.  The  leak  vvas 
found  to  be  below  the  fifteen  loot  mark,  and  was 
principally  occafioned  by  ofie  of  the  bolts  being 
w(jre  awiiy  and  loofe  in  the  joining  of  the  ilcn: 
where  it  was  fcarfed. 

At  lalf,  all  things  being  prepared,  they,  on  the 
2 2d  of  February^  in  the  morning,  hove  out  the 
firll  courle  of  the  Centurion\  fiar-board  fide,  and 
had  the  latisfaition  to  find,  that  her  bottom  ap- 
peared found  and  good  •,  and,  the  next  day,  (hav- 
ing by  th:;t  time  complcated  the  new  flieathing  of 
the  firft  courfe)  they  righted  her  again,  to  let  up 
anew  the  careening  rigging  which  il.  etched  much. 
Thus  they  continued  heaving  down,  and  citcn 
righting  the  fliipfrom  a  lufpicion  of  their  careening 
tackle,  till  the  3d  of  MarJj  \  when,  having  com- 
pleated  the  paying  and  fiieithing  ri.c  b-)ttoni,  which 
proved  to  be  every  where  very  fecund  ;  they,  lor 
the  laft  time,  righted  the  ihip  t.)  their  great  joy  j 
for  not  only  the  latigue  ol  careening  had  Ixcr.  roii- 
fiderable,  but  th(  y  had  t)een  apprchenfirc  of  biiiig 
attacked  by  rlic  cpGn'uirds^  whilil  the  lliip  was  thus 
incapacitated  for  defence.  Nor  wete  their  k:s:>  al- 
together grount'lcfs  ;  for  they  learnt  afterwardrs  by 
Vi  Portugiiefe  vtiitA,  that  tlie  Spaniards  diZ  Mcwila  \u<l 
been  informed,  that  the  Centurion  was  in  the  Typdy 
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and  intended  to  careen  there  •,  and  that  thereuporr 
the  Governor  had  fummoned  his  Council,  and  iiad 
propolcd  to  them  to  endeavour  to  burn  her,  whilil 
Hie  was  careening,  which  was  an  enterprise,  which, 
if  properly  condu<5lcd,  might  have  put  them  in 
great  danger  :  They  were  larther  told,  that  this 
fchcnie  was  not  only  propolcd,  but  rciblvtd  on ; 
an  i  that  a  Capuin  of  a  vcHel  hud  a^^Lualiy  undcr- 
taivcii  1:0  perform  the  bufinels  tor  lorty  thouland 
dollars,  which  he  was  not  to  receive  unlcls  he  llic- 
Ceccicd  i  but  the  Governor  pretending  that  there 
was  notreafure  in  the  royal  chelt,  and  inliiting  that 
til-  Mirchantfi  fhould  advance  the  money,  and  they 
rci'iifing  tOvComply  with  the  demand,  the  aMair  was 
dropped :  Perhaps  the  Merchants  ilifpedtcd,  that 
the  wijjle  was  only  a  pretext  to  get  forty  thouianJ 
dolliis  from  thnzi  •,  and  indeed  this  was  affirmed 
by  feme  who  bore  the  Governor  no  good  will,  but 
V.'icii  v.'hat  truth  it  is  dilHcuIt  to  afcertain. 

As  foon  as  the  Centurion  was  righted,  they  took 
in  'icr  powder,  and  gunners  ftores,  and  proceeded 
in  getting  in  their  guns  as  faft  as  poflible,  and  then 
iii'ed  their  utmoil  expedition  in  repairing  the  fore- 
muft,  and  in  complcating  the  other  articles  of  her 
refitniciit.  jVnd  being  thus  employed,  they  were 
alarmed,  on  the  loth  of  March^  by  a  Cinnefe  Fiih-. 
erman,  who  brought  them  intelligence  that  he  had 
been  on  board  a  large  SpamJJj  ihip  off  the  grand  La-. 
f,vom->  and  that  there  were  two  more  in  company 
with  her  :  He  added  feveral  particulars  to  his  rela- 
tion i  as  that  he  had  brought  one  of  their  officers  to 
Mi''<^^o  j  ^"d  that,  on  this,  boats  went  oft'  early  in 
the  morning  from  Macao  to  them  :  And  the  better 
to  cltablifh  the  b'jlief  of  his  veracity,  he  faid  he  de- 
fircd  no  money  J  if  his  information  fliould  notprov? 
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true.  This  was  prcfcntly  believed  to  be  the  fore- 
mentioned  expedition  from  Manila  j  and  the  Com- 
modore immediately  fitted  his  cannon  and  fmall 
armj  in  the  bed  manner  he  could  for  defence  j  and 
having  tl\cn  his  Pinnace  and  Cutter  in  the  offing, 
who  had  been  ordered  to  examine  a  Portuguefe  vef- 
fx:!,  which  was  getting  under  fail,  he  fent  them  the 
advice  he  had  received,  and  direfted  them  to  look 
out  ftridly  :  But  no  fuch  fhips  ever  appeared,  and 
they  were  foon  fatisfied,  the  whole  of  the  ftory  was 
a  fiftion  i  though  it  was  difficult  to  conceive  what 
reafon  could  induce  the  fellow  to  be  at  fuch  extra- 
ordinary pains  to  impofe  on  them. 

It  was  the  beginning  of  Jfril  before  they  had 
new-rigged  the  fhip,  llowed  their  provifions  and 
water  on  board,  and  had  fitted  lier  for  the  lea ;  and 
before  this  time  the  Chinefe  grew  very  uneafy,  and 
extremely  dcfirous  that  Ihe  Ihould  b?  gone  ;  cither 
not  knowing,  or  pretending  not  to  believe,  that 
this  was  a  point  the  Commodore  was  as  eagerly  fet 
on  as  they  could  be.  On  the  3d  of  Jpril^  two 
Mandarine  boats  came  on  board  from  Macao  to  urge 
his  departure ;  and  this  having  been  often  done  be- 
fore, though  there  had  been  no  pretence  to  fufpeft 
Mr.  Anfon  of  any  affeded  delays,  he  at  this  lad 
nieflage  anfwercd  them  in  a  determined  tone,  de- 
firing  them  to  give  him  no  further  trouble,  for  he 
would  go  when  he  thought  proper,  and  not  before. 
Qn  this  rebuke  the  Chinefe  (though  it  was  not  in 
tlieir  power  to  compel  him  to  be  gone)  immedi- 
ately prohibited  all  provifions  from  being  carried 
on  board  him,  and  took  fuch  care  that  their  injunc- 
tions fhould  be  complied  with,  that  from  that  time 
forwards  nothing  coukl  be  purchafed  ac  any  rate 

Vi^h'itcvcr, 

On 


1 


I 


I 


>k 


1 1. 


«    ,-i 


(  490  ) 

On  the  6th  ox"  April,  the  Centurion  weighed 
from  the  Typa,  and  warped  to  the  Ibuthward  ;  and, 
by  the  15th,  fli^  was  got  into  Macao  road,  com- 
pleating  her  water  as  fhe  pafl  along,  fo  that  ihtre 
remained  now  very  few  articles  more  to  attend  to  j 
and  her  whole  bufincfs  being  finifhed  by  the  191I1, 
Ihe,  at  three  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  weighed 
and  made  fail,  and  flood  to  fea. 


CHAP.    VIII. 

From  Macao  to  Cape  Efpiritu  Sa>ifo  :  The 
taking  of  the  Manila  galeon,  aiid  returning 
bacli  again. 


TH  E  Commodore  was  now  got  to  fea,  with 
his  Tnip  v^ry  well  rr'fitted,  his  ftorcs  replenifh- 
cd,  and  an  adc'itional  flock  of  provifions  on  board  : 
His  crew  roo  was  f^rnewhat  reinforced  •,  for  he  had 
cntereti  twenty- three  men  during  his  flay  at  Macao, 
the  greatcll  part  of  which  were  Lafcars  or  hdiah 
failors,  and  fome  few  Dutch.  lie  gave  out  at  Ma- 
cao, tliat  he  was  bound  to  Bcitaz'ia,  and  thence  to 
England',  and  though  the  wcilcrly  monfoon  was 
now  fet  in,  when  that  pafTage  isconfuicrcd  as  im- 
prafticable,  yet,  by  the  confidence  he  had  expref- 
iit<\  in  the  flrength  of  hi',  fliip,  and  the  dexterity  cf  his 
people,  he  had  perfuadcd  not  only  his  own  crew 
but  the  people  at  Macao  likewifc,  tiiat  he  propofed 
to  try  this  unufual  experiment  ;  fo  that  there  were 
many  letters  put  on  board  him  by  the  inhabitants 
of  Canton  and  Macao  for  thtir  friends  at  Baiavia, 
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But  his  real  defign  was  of  a  very  different  nature  r 
For  he  knew,  that  inftead  of  one  annual  Ihip  from 
Acapuko  to  Manila^  there  would  be  this  year,  ia 
all  probability,  two;  fince,  by  being  before  yJcapul- 
cOy  he  had  prevented  one  of  them  from  putting  to 
fea  the  preceding  feufon.  He  therefore  rcfolved 
to  cruife  tor  thefe  returning  vefieis  off  Cape  Efpiritu 
Santo,  on  the  Ifland  of  Samaly  which  is  the  firft 
land  they  always  make  in  the  Philippine  I'lands. 
And  as  June  is  generally  the  month  in  which  they 
arrive  there,  he  doubted  not  but  he  (hould  get  to 
his  intended  (lation  time  enough  to  intercept  them. 
It  is  true,  they  were  faid  to  be  (lout  vtffels,  mount- 
ing forty-four  guns  apiece,  aad  carrying  above  five 
hundred  hands,  and  might  be  expefled  to  return  in 
company  •,  and  he  himfelf  had  but  two  hundred  and 
twenty-lbven  hands  on  board,  of  which  near  thirty 
were  boys:  But  this  difproportion  of  ftrength  did 
not  deter  him,  as  he  knew  his  Ihip  to  be  much  bet- 
ter fitted  for  a  fea-engagcmtnt  tiian  theirs,  and  as  he 
had  reafon  to  expc6l  that  his  men  would  exert  them- 
felves  in  the  moft  extraordinary  manner,  when  they 
had  in  view  the  immenfc  wealth  of  thefe  Manila 
galeons.        '        '       •-'    "'  ->''      "      -  '     ■     * 

This  projp£l  the  Commodore  had  refolved  on  in 
his  own  thoughts,  ever  fmce  .  s  leaving  the  coaft  of 
Mexico.  And  the  greatcft  mortification  which  he 
received,  from  the  various  delays  he  had  met  with 
in  Ckina^  was  his  apprf.hcniion,  left  he  migl»t  be 
thereby  \o  long  retarded  as  to  let  the  galeons  ef- 
cape  him.  Inde^^d,  at  Macao  it  was  incumbent  on 
him  to  keep  thefe  views  extremely  fecret ;  for  there 
being  a  great  intercourfe  and  a  mutual  connexion 
of  interefts  between  that  port  and  Manila,  he 
had  reafon  to  fear,  that  if  his  defigns  were  difcover- 
4  cd. 
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td,  intelligence  would  be  immediately  fent  to  Mu 
ttiia,  and  meafures  would  be  taken  to  prevent  the 
galeons  from  falling  into  his  hands  :  But  being  now 
at  fea,  and  entirely  clear  of  the  coaft,    he  fum- 
moncd  all  his  people  on  the  quarte^deck,  and  in- 
formed them  of  his  refolution  to  cruife  for  the  two 
Manila  fhips,  of  whofe  wealth  they  were  not  igno- 
rant.    He  told  them   he  fhould  chufe  a   Itation, 
where  he  could  not  fail  of  meeting  with  them  j  and 
though  they  were  (lout  Ihips,  and  full  manned,  yet, 
if  his  own  people  behaved  with  their  accuflomed 
fpirit,  he  was  certain  he  ihould  prove  too  hard  for 
them  both,  and  that  one  of  then  at  lead  could 
not  fail  of  becoming  his  prize  :  He  further  added, 
that  many  ridiculous  tales  had  been  propagated  a- 
bout  the  ftrength  of  the  fides  of  thefc  (hips,  and 
their  being  impenetrable  to  cannon- fboti  that  thefe 
fidions  had  been  principally  invented  to  palliate 
the  cowardice  of  thofe  who  had  formerly  engaged 
them  ;  but  he  hv>ped  there  were  none  of  thofe  pre- 
lent  weak  enough  to  give  credit  to  fo  abfurd  a  ftory : 
For  his  own  part,    he  did   aflure  them  upon  his 
word,  that,  whenever  he  met  with  them,  he  would 
fight  them  fo  near,  that  they  ihould  find,  his  bul- 
lets, inftead  of  being  (lopped  by  one  of  their  fides, 
ihould  go  through  them  both. 

This  fpeech  of  the  Commodore's  was  received 
by  his  people  with  great  joy :  For  no  fooiier  had 
he  endtd,  than  they  expreiTed  their  approbation, 
according  to  naval  cuflom,  by  three  ilrtnuous 
cheers,  and  all  declared  thtir  determination  to  luc- 
ceed  or  perilh,  whenever  the  opportunity  prefented 
iifelf.  And  now  their  hopes,  which  fince  their 
departure  from  the  coaft:  of  Mexico^  had  entirely 
fvbiidcd,  were  again  revived  i  and  they  all  perfuad-i 
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fed  themfelves,  that,  rtotwithftanding  the  variouf 
<araalties  ahd  difappointments  they  had  hitherto 
met  with,  they  fhould  yet  be  repaid  the  price  of 
their  fatigues,  and  (hould  at  laft  return  home  en- 
riched with  the  fpoils  of  the  enemy  :  For  firmly- 
relying  on  the  affurances  of  the  Commodore,  that 
they  Ihould  certainly  meet  with  the  veflcls,  they 
were  all  of  them  too  fanguine  to  doubt  a  moment 
of  maftering  them  -,  fo  that  they  confidered  them- 
ielves  as  havinp:  them  already  in  their  poffeffion.' 
And  this  confidence  was  fo  univerfally  fpread  thro* 
the  whole  fhip's  company,  that,  the  Commodore 
having  taken  fome  Cbinefe  fheep  to  fea  with  him 
for  his  own  provifion,  and  one  day  enquiring  of 
his  Butcher,  why,  for  fome  time  paft,  he  had  feen 
fto  mutton  at  his  table,  aflcing  him  if  all  the  fheep 
were  killed,  the  Butcher  very  fcrioufly  replied,  that 
there  were  indeed  two  fheep  lefr,  but  that  if  his 
Honour  would  give  him  leave,  he  propofed  to 
keep  thofe  for  the  entertainment  of  the  General  of 
the  galeons. 

"When  the  Ccf:t:irwn  left  the  port  of  Macao^  (he 
flood  for  fome  days  to  the  weftward  *,  and,  on  the 
firft  of  May,  they  faw  part  of  the  Ifland  of  Fermo/a 
and,  (landing  thence  to  the  fouthvvard,  they,  on  the 
4th  of  May,  were  in  the  latitude  of  the  Ba^ee 
Jflandsy  as  laid  down  by  Dampier  i  but  they  fufpcdl- 
ed  his  account  of  inaccuracy,  as  they  found  that 
he  had  been  confidcrably  miflaken  in  the  latitude 
of  the  South  end  of  Formofa  :  For  this  reafon  they 
kept  a  good  look-out,  and  about  feven  in  the  even- 
ing difcovcred  from  the  mall-head  five  fmall  Iflands, 
which  were  juilged  to  be  the  Bajhees^  and  they 
had  afterwards  a  Ught  of  Botel  Tobago  Xima.  By 
this  means  they  had  an  oppottunity  of  correcting 
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the  pofitlon  of  the  Bajhee  Jfiands,  which  had  been 
hitherto  laid  down  twenty-five  leagues  too  far  to  the 
weftward  :  For  by  their  obfervations,  they  efteem- 
cd  the  middle  of  thefe  Iflands  to  be  in  21^:  4' 
North,  and  to  bear  from  Boiel  Tobago  Xima  S.  S.  E< 
twenty  leagues  diflant,  that  lilancl  itlclf  being  in 
21'^:  57' North. 

After  getting  a  fight  of  the  Bajhee  JJlands^  they 
flood  between  the  S.  and  S,  W  for  Cape  Efpiritu 
Sdrito  ;  and,  the  .?.oih  of  May  at  noon,  they  firlt 
difcovered  that  Cape  ,  which  about  four  o'clock 
they  brought  to  bear  S.  S.  W,  about  eleven  leagues 
dillant.  It  appeared  to  be  of  a  moderate  height^ 
with  feveral  round  iiummocks  on  it  -,  and  is  exadlly 
reprefented  in  the  fortieth  plate.  As  it  was  known 
that  there  were  ccntinels  placed  upon  this  Cape  to 
make  fignals  to  the  Acapulco  fhip,  when  fhe  firft 
falls  in  with  the  land,  the  Commodore  immediate- 
ly tacked,  and  ordered  the  top-gallant  fails  to  be 
taken  in,  to  prevent  being  difcovered  •,  and,  this 
being  the  ftafion  in  which  it  was  refolved  to  cruife 
for  the  gajcons,  they  kept  the  Cape  between  the 
South  and  the  Weft,  and  endeavoured  to  confine 
themfelves  between  the  latitude  of  12^:  50',  and 
13"  :  5  >  the  Cape  itfelf  lying,  by  their  obfcrvations, 
in  12°  :  40'  North,  and  4°  of  Eaft  longitude  from 
Botel  'Tcbago  Xima. 

It  was  the  lafl:  of  May^  by  the  foreign  llile, 
when  they  arrived  off  this  Cape  •,  and,  the  month  0^ 
June^  by  the  fame  llde,  being  that  in  which  the 
jMuKila  fnips  are  ufually  expedted,  the  Centurion  z 
pc(j;  L-  were  now  waiting  each  hour  with  the  utmoft 
imp.i;.icnce  for  the  happy  crifis  whicli  was  to  ballance 
the  iiccounr  of  all  their  p.ill  calamiticj;.  As  from 
th;->  i'i!.e  theie  was  but  finall  cmployincnt  f';r  the 
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trevr,  the  Commodore  ordered  them  almoft  every 
day  to  be  cxcrcifed  in  the  management  of  the  great 
gun?,  and  in  the  nfe  of  their  fmall  arms.  This 
had  been  his  pradlice,  more  or  lefs,  at  all  conveni- 
ent feafons  during  the  whole  coiirfe  of  his  voyage; 
and  the  advantages  which  he  received  from  ir,  in 
his  engagement  with  the  galeon,  were  an  ample  re- 
compencG  for  all  his  care  and  attention.  Indeed,  it 
(hould  fcem  that  there  are  few  particulars  of  a  Com- 
mander's duty  of  more  importance  than  this,  how 
much  foevtr  it  may  have  been  fometimes  overlook. 
t'\  or  milLinderrtood  :  P'or  it  will,  I  fuppofe,  be 
confefied,  tiiat  in  two  fliips  of  war,  equal  in  the 
number  of  their  men  and  guns,  the  difproportion 
ot  ftrength,  arifin.:;  from  a  greater  or  lefs  dexterity 
in  the  u!e  of  their  great  guns  and  fmall  arms,  is 
what  can  fcarceiy  be  b.d!anced  by  any  other  circum- 
ftances  whatever.  For,  as  thefe  are  the  weapons 
with  which  they  are  to  engnf^e,  what  greater  ineqvia* 
liry  can  there  he  betwixt  two  contending  parties, 
than  that  one  fide  fhould  perfectly  undcrftand  the 
uie  of  their  weapons,  and  llionld  have  the  fkill  to 
employ  them  m  the  moll  ellcclua'  manner  for  the 
annoyance  of  their  enemy,  whi.e  the  other  fide 
Ihouid,  by  their  awkward  management  of  them, 
render  them  raciier  terrible  to  themfelves,  than  mif- 
chievous  to  their  antagonifts  ?  This  feems  fo  plair> 
and  natural  a  conclufion,  that  a  perfon  unacquainted 
with  tliefe  affairs  would  luppofe  the  firft  care  ot  a 
Commander  to  be  the  training  his  people  to  the  ufc 
of  their  arms. 

But  human  afTairs  are  not  always  condudltd  by 
the  plain  di(5lairs  of  common  fenfe.  There  are 
many  other  principles  which  influence  our  tranfafti- 
ons :  And  there  is  one  in  particular,  whicli,  though 
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oFa  very  erroneous  complexions,  is  fcarcely  evercaf- 
eluded  from  our  moft  ferious  deliberations  ;  I  mean 
cuftom,or  thepradlicc  ofthofe  who  have  preceded  us. 
This  is  ufually  a  power  too  mighty  for  reafon  to  grap- 
ple with ;  and  is  the  moft  terrible  to  ihofe  who  oppofc 
It,  as  it  has  much  of  fuperftition  in  its  nature^  and 
purfues  all  thofe  who  queftion  its  authority  with  un- 
relenting vehemence.    However,  in  thefe  later  ages 
of  the   world,    fome  lucky  encroachments,  have 
been  made  upon  its  prerogative ;  and  it  may  reafon- 
ably  be  hoped,  that  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Navy, 
whofe  particular  profeflion  hath  of  late  been  confi- 
derably  improved  by  a  number  of  new  inventions, 
tvill  of  all   others  be  the  readied  to  give  up  thofe 
practices,  which  have  nothing  to  plead  but  prcfcrip- 
tion,,  and  will  not  fuppofe  that  every  branch  of  their 
bufinefs  hath  already  received  all  the  perfedion  of 
which  it  is  capable.     Indeed  it  muft  be  owned, 
that  if  a  dexterity  in  the  ufe  of  fmall  arms,  for  in- 
llance,    hath  been  fometimes  lefs  attended  to  on 
board  our  (hips  of  war,  than  might  have  been  wi(h- 
ed  for,  it  hath  been  rather  owing  to  unfkilful  me- 
thods of  teaching  it,  than  to  negligence :  For  the 
common   failors,  how  (Irongly  ibever  attached  to 
their  own  prejudices,  are  very  quick  fighted  in  find- 
ing out  the  defedls  of  others,  and  have  ever  ihewn 
a  great  contempt  for  the  formalities  praclifcd  in  the 
training  of  land  troops  to  the  ufe  of  their  arms  9 
but  when  thofe  who  have  underuken  to  inftruft  the 
fcamen  have  contented  themfelves  with  inculcating 
only  what  was  ufcful,  and  that  in  the  fimpleft  man- 
ucr,  they   have  conftantly  found  their  people  fuf- 
ficiently  docile,  and  the  fuccefs  hath  even  exceeded 
their  txpeflaiion.      Thus  on   board  Mr.  Anfon*s 
Ihip,  wl.ere  they  were  only  taught  the  fhorteft  me- 
4  thod 
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Hiod  of  Joadina;  with  cartridges,  and  were  conthnr- 
ly  trained  to  fire  at  a  mark,  whu  h  v/as  iifually  iiun''; 
at  the  yard-arm,  and  where  fomc  little  reward  wis 
given  to  the  mod  expert,  the  whole  crew,  by  i.'.i^ 
management,  were  rendered  extremely  fkilliul, 
quick  in  loading,  all  of  them  good  markfmen,  and 
Ibme  of  them  mod  extraordinary  ones  \  fo  that  I 
doubt  not  but,  in  the  ufe  of  fmall  arms,  they  were 
more  than  a  match  for  double  their  number,  who 
had  not  been  habituated  to  the  fame  kind  of  exercife- 
But  to  return  : 

It  was  the  lad  of  Miy,  N.  S.  as  hath  been  al- 
ready faid,  when  the  Centurion  arrived  off  Cape 
F/pintM  Santo  ;  and  confeqiiently  the  next  day  be- 
gan the  month  in  which  the  galeons  were  to  be  ex- 
pefted.  The  Commodore  therefore  made  aU  ne- 
ceffary  preparations  for  receiving  them,  having 
hoifted  out  his  long  boat,  and  lafhed  her  along  fide, 
that  the  fliip  might  be  ready  for  engaging,  if  thf  y 
fell  in  with  the  galeons  in  the  night.  All  this 
time  too  he  was  very  felicitous  to  keep  at  fuch  a 
(lidance  from  the  Cape,  as  not  to  be  difcovered  : 
But  it  hath  been  fince  learnt,  that  notwithfianding 
his  care,  he  was  feen  from  the  land  ;  and  advice  of 
him  was  fent  to  Manila,  where  it  was  at  firft  difhe- 
lieved,  but  on  reicrrated  intelligence  (for  it  fecm'? 
he  was  feen  more  than  once)  the  Merchants  were 
alarmed,  and  the  Governor  was  applied  to,  who 
undertook  (the  Commerce  fupplying  the  necefiary 
fums)  to  fit  out  a  force  confiding  of  two  fiiips  of 
thirty-two  gtins,  one  of  twenty  guns,  and  two  floop-. 
of  ten  guns  each,  to  attack  the  Centurion  on  her  fia- 
tion  :  And  fome  of  thcfe  vcffels  did  aftiially  weigh 
with  this  view  ;  but  the  principal  fiiip  not  be  ing 
ready,  and  the  monfoon  being  againd'thrm,  rhc^ 
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Commerce  and  the  Governor  difagreed,  and  the  en- 
terprize  was  laid  afide.  This  frequent  difcovery  ot 
the  Centurion  from  the  (hore  was  fomewhat  extraordi- 
nary i  for  the  pitch  of  the  Cape  '^^  not  high,  and 
fhe  ufually  kept  from  ten  to  fifteen  leagues  diftant ; 
though  once  indeed,  by  an  indraught  of  the  tide, 
as  was  fuppofed,  they  found  themfeives  in  the 
morning  within  fcven  leagues  of  the  land. 

As  the  month  of  June  advanced,  the  expectancy 
and  impatience  of  che  Commodore's  people  each 
day  encreafed.  And  I  think  no  better  idea  can  be 
given  of  their  great  eagernels  on  this  occafion,  than 
by  copying  a  few  paragraphs  from  the  journal  of  an 
officer,  who  was  then  on  board  ;  as  it  will,  I  pre- 
fume,  be  a  more  natural  picture  of  the  full  attach- 
ment of  their  thoughts  to  the  bufinefs  of  their  cruife,  1 
than  can  be  given  by  any  other  means.  The  para^ 
graphs  I  have  fclcdted,  as  they  occur  in  order  of  time, 
are  as  follow  :  i^  t^.  nr   ^'. 

*'  May  31,  Exercifing  our  men  at  their  qv«rters, 
in  great  expedation  of  meeting  wich  the  galeonsl 
very  loon  ;  this  being  the  eleventh  of  June  their| 
ftile."  e     :  I 

*'  Jf*ff  3>  Keeping  in  ourftations,  and  looking! 
out  for  the  galeons."  j 

'^  June  5,  Begin  now  to  be  in  great  expedta^i 
tion,  this  being  the  middle  of  June  thtk  flile.") 
''  June  II,  Begin  to  grp^w,  impatient  at  not  feeing  I 
the  galeons."  j 

"  June  13,  The  wind  having  blown  frefli  eafr] 
terly  for  the  forty^cight  hours  paft,  gives  us  great ; 
expectations  of  feeing  the  galeons  foon." 
"  June  15,  Cruifirg  on  and  oflF,  and  looking  out 
ftriaiy." 
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•*  *fune  19,  This  being  the  hfl:  iUy  of  June  N.  ?. 
*•  the  galcons,  if  they  arrive  at  all  muft  appear 
'♦  foon/' 

From  thefe  famples  it  is  fufficicntly  evident,  how 
compleatly  the  treafureof  the  galeons  had  cngrollcd 
their  imagination,  and  how  anxioufly  they   palfcd 
the  latter  part  of  their  cruife,  when  the  certainty  of 
the  arrival  of  thefe  vcflcls  was  dwindled  down  to 
probability  only,  and  that  probability  became  each 
hour  more  and  more  doubtful.     However,  on  the 
2otli  of  June  O.  S.  being  juft  a  month  from  their 
arrival  on  their  ftation,  they  were  relieved  from  this 
ftate  of  uncertainty  -,  when,  at  fun-rife,   they  dif- 
covercd  a  fail    from  the  mail  head,   in   the  S.  E. 
quarter.     On  this,  a  general  joy  fpread  though  the 
whole  fhip  -,  for  they  had  no  doubt  but  this  was 
one  of  the  galeons,  and  they  expefted  foon  to  fee 
the  other.    The  Commodore   inftantly  ftood  to- 
wards her,  and  at  half  an  hour  after  feven    they 
were  near  enough  to  fee  her  from  the  Centurion'^ 
deck  1  at  which  time  the  galcon  fired  a  gun,  and 
took  in  her  top-gallant  iails,  which  was  fuppofed  co 
be  a  fignal  to  her  confort,  to  hallen  her  up ;  and 
therefore  the  Centurwt  fired  a  gun  to  leeward,  to 
amufe  her.      The  Commodore  was  furprized   to 
find,  that  in  all  this  time  the  galeon  did  not  change 
her  courfe,  but  continued  to  bear  down  upon  him  ; 
tor  he  hardly  believed,  what  afterwards  appeared  to 
be  the  cafe,  that  (he  knew  his  (hip  to  be  the  Ceiuu- 
rioriy  and  refolved  to  fight  him. 

About  noon  the  Commodoye  was  little  more  than 
a  league  diftant  from  the  galcon,  and  could  fetch 
her  wake,  fo  that  flie  could  not  now  efcape  ;  and» 
no  lecond  fhip  appearing,  it  w.is  concluded  that  fhc 
had   been  feparated  from  her  con  fore,     Sco.i  after, 
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the  g'aJcoii   haled   up   her  tore-rail,    and  brought 
too  under  top-iiiils,  with  her  head  to  the  north- 
ward,   hoiding  Spanijh  colours,    and  having  tiie 
ftandard  ot  $pain  flying  at  the  top-gallant  mafl- 
head.      Mr.  Anfon^  in  the   mean  time,    had  pre- 
pared all  things  Ibr  an  engagement  on  board  the 
Centurion^  and  had  taken  all  pofTible  care,    botii 
For  the  mod  effedlual  exertion  of  his  Imall  llrength, 
and  for  the  avoiding  the  confufion  and  tumult, 
too  frequent  in  actions  of  this  kind.     He  picked 
out  about  thirty  of  h\s  choicefl  hands   and  bed 
markfmen,    whom  Ir-  ilidiibuted   into   his  tops, 
and  who  fully  anTwcreil  his  cxpcftation,    by  the 
fignal  fcrvices  they  [lerformcd.     As    he    had  nor 
liands   enough   remaining   to  quarter   a  fufficient 
number  to  each  great  gun,  in  the  cuftomary  man- 
ner, he  therefore,  on   his  lower  tire,  fixed  only 
two  men  to  each  gun,  who  were  tf)  be  folely  em- 
ployed in  loading  it,  whilil  tlie  rt^H:  of  hi^  people 
were  divided  into  different  [langs  of  ten  or  tweive 
men  each,   which  were  conOantly  moving  about 
the  decks,  to  run  out  and  fire  fuch  cruns  as  were 
loaded.     By  this  manr.gemcnt   he  vv^as  enabled  to 
make  ufe  of  all  his  guns ;   and,  inftcad  of  firing 
broad-fides  with  intervals  between  them,  he  kept 
up  a  conftant  fire  without  intermifilon,  whence  lie 
doubted  not  to  procure  very  fignal  advantages ; 
for  it  is  common  with  the  Spaniards  to  fall  down 
upon  the  decks  when  they  fee  a  broadfide  pre- 
paring, and  to  continue  in  th^t  pofture  till  it  is 
given ;  after  which  they  rife  again,  and,  prefuming 
the  danger  to  be  for  fome  time  over,  work  their 
guns,  and  fire  with  great  brifknefs,   till  another 
broad-fidc  is  ready ;  But  tlie  firing  gun  by  gun, 
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in  the  manner  dire^led  by  the  Commodore,  rcn 
dered  this  practice  of  theirs  impoflible. 

The  Ceniurion  being  thus  prepared,  and  nearin 
the  galeon  a-pacc,  there  happened,  a  little  after 
noon,  fcveral  fqualls  of  wind  and  rain,  which  often 
obfcured  the  galeon  from  their  fight  ;  but  wlv.n- 
ever  it  cleared  up,  they  obferved  her  refolutely  ly- 
ing to  ;  and,  towards  one  o'clock,  the  CeHliirion 
hoifted  her  broad  pendant  and  colours,  (lie  being 
then  within  gun-fhot  of  the  enemy.  And  the 
Commodore  obfcrving  the  Spaniards  to  have  neg- 
ledled  clearing  their  fliip  till  that  time,  as  he  then 
law  them  throwing  over-board  cattle  and  lumber, 
lie  gave  orders  to  fire  upon  them  with  the  chacc- 
guns,  to  embarafs  them  in  their  work,  and  pre- 
vent them  trom  com})leating  it,  though  his  gene- 
ral dire<5tions  had  been  not  to  eng.ige  rill  they 
were  within  pilli)l-lhor.  'I'he  galeon  returned  the 
lire  with  two  ot  her  ilern-chace  \  and,  the  Cen- 
iurion getting  her  fprit-fail-yanl  fore  and  aft,  that 
il  neceifary  flie  jriight  be  ready  ior  boarding,  the 
Spaniards  in  a  bravatlo  rigged  their  fprit-fail-yard 
fore  and  aft  likewife.  Soo:i  alter,  the  Centurion 
came  a-breaft  of  the  enemy  within  pifiol-iliot, 
keeping  to  the  leeward  with  a  view  of  preventing 
them  from  putting  before  the  wind,  and  gaining 
the  port  of  Jalapa\\  from  whicli  they  were  ubout 
feven  leagues  diftant.  And  now  the  entiafTcnirnt: 
began  in  earned,  and,  tor  Lr.e  firfl  Iv.ilf  h'jur,  Mr. 
Anfon  over-reached  the  g;ileon,  and  lay  on  h.r 
bow  i  where,  by  the  great  widcne.'s  of  his  pf^rts 
he  could  traverfe  abiiofl:  all  His  gi:ns  ir.ion  ri;c 
enemy,  whilft  the  galeon  cc/uld  only  bring  a  ]\\\x. 
of  hers  to  bear.  Immediately,  on  tiie  commeriCe- 
mcnt  of  the  action,  the  mats,  widi  which  the  gi- 
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Ifon  had  ftiiffcd  hrr  netting,  took  fire,  and  burnt 
violently,  blazing  up  half  as  high  as  the  mizen- 
top.  This  accident  (fuppofed  to  be  caufcd  by  the 
Centurion\  wads)  threw  the  enemy  into  great  con- 
fufion,  and  at  the  fame  time  alarmed  the  Commo- 
dore, tor  he  feared  lead  the  galeon  Ihould  be 
burnt,  and  lead  he  himlelf  too  might  fuffcr  by 
her  driving  on  board  him  :  But  the  Spaniards  at 
laft  freed  themfelvcs  from  the  fire,  by  cutting 
away  the  netting,  and  tumbling  the  whole  mafs 
which  was  m  flames,  into  the  fea.  But  ftill  the 
Centurion  kept  her  firft  advantageous  pofition,  firing 
her  cannon  with  great  regularity  and  brifkncfs, 
whilft  at  the  fame  time  the  galeon*s  decks  lay  open 
to  her  top-men^  who,  having  at  their  firft  volley 
driven  the  Spaniards  from  their  tops,  made  pro- 
digious havock  with  their  fmall-arms,  killing  or 
wounding  every  officer  but  one  that  ever  appeared 
on  the  quaiter-deck,  and  wounding  in  particular 
the  General  of  the  galeon  himfelf.  And  though  the 
Centurion^  after  the  firft  half  hour,  loft  her  original 
fituation,  and  was  clofc  along-fide  the  galeon,  and 
the  enemy  continued  to  fire  brifkly  for  near  an 
hour  longer,  yet  at  laft  the  Commodore's  grape- 
flic  fwept  their  decks  fo  effe6lually,  and  the  nuni- 
bcr  of  their  flain  and  wounded  was  fo  confiderable, 
that  they  began  to  fall  into  great  difprder,  efpeci- 
cially  as  the  General,  who  was  the  life  of  the 
action,  was  no  longer  capable  of  exerting  himfelf. 
Their  enibarafment  was  vifible  from  on  board  the 
Commodore.  For  the  fhips  were  fo  near,  that 
fome  of  the  Spanijh  officers  were  feen  running 
about  with  great  afliduity,  to  prevent  the  defertion 
of  their  men  from  their  quarters  :  But  all  their 
endeavours  were  in  vain ;   for  after  having,  as  a 
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!aft  effort,  fired  five  or  fix  guns  with  more  judg- 
ment than  ufual,  they  gave  up  the  conteft ;  and, 
the  galeon*s  colours  being  finged  off  the  enfign- 
ftaff  in  the  beginning  of  the  engagement,  (he  ftruclc 
the  ftandard  at  her  main-top-gailant  maft-head, 
the  pcrfon  who  was  employed  to  do  it,  having 
been  in  imminent  peril  of  being  killed,  liad  not 
the  Commodore,  who  perceived  what  he  was 
about,  given  exprefs  orders  to  his  people  to  dcfill 
from  firing. 

Thus  was  tlie  Centurion  poffeffed  of  tliis  ricli 
prize,  amounting  in  value  to  near  a  million  and  a 
half  of  dollars.     She  was  called  the  Nojlra  Si^ttcra 
de  Cabadonga^  and  was  commanded  by  the  General 
Don  Jeronimo  de  Montero^   a  Portuguefe  by  birth, 
and  the  itk)11  approved  officer  for  (kill  and  courage 
of  any  employed  in  that  f«rvice.     The  galeon  was 
much  larger  than  the  Ceuturion,  had  five  Iiundrcd 
and  fifty  men  and  thirty-fix  guns  mounted  for 
action,  befides  twenty-eight  pidreroes  in  her  gun- 
wale, quarters  and  tops,  each  of  which  carried  a 
four  pound  ball.      She  was  very  well  furniflicd 
with  fmall-arms,    and  was  particularly  provided 
againft  boarding,  both  by  her  clofe  quarters,  and 
by  a  ftfong  net-work  of  two  inch  rope,  which 
was  laced  over  her  waifl:,  and  was  defended  by 
half  pikes.      She   had   fixty-feven   killed   in   the 
adtion,  and  eighty-four  wounded,  whilft  the  Cen- 
turion had  only  two  killed,  and  a  Lieutenant  and 
fixteen  wounded,  all  of  whom,  but  one,  recovered  : 
Of  fo  httle  confcquence  are  the  moll  dellrudcive 
arms  in  untutored  and  unpradtifed  hands. 

The  treafure  thus  taken  by  the  Ccntuiion  having 
been  for  at  leaft  eighteen  months  the  great  oh'yiCt 
of  their  hopes,    it  is  impofiible  to  dclcribc  the 
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tranfport  on  board,  when,  after  all  their  reiterated 
dilappointments,  they  at  laft  faw  their  wifhes  ac- 
complifhcd.  But  their  joy  was  near  beirg  fud- 
dcnly  (i;HTipcd  by  a  moll  tremendous  incident : 
For  no  fooncr  had  the  galeon  ftruck,  than  one  of 
tlie  Lieutenants  coming  to  Mr.  Anfon  to  congratu- 
laic  him  on  his  prize,  whifpcred  him  at  the  fame 
time,  that  the  Centurion  was  dangeroufly  on  fire 
near  the  powc'cr-  room.  The  Commodore  received 
this  dreadtul  news  wirhoiit  any  apparent  emotion, 
and,  taking  care  not  to  aiai  m  nis  people,  gave  the 
neceflary  orders  for  cxtinguifhing  it,  which  was 
happily  done  in  a  fhort  time,  though  its  appearance 
at  Hrft  was  extremely  terrble.  It  feems  fome  car- 
tridges had  been  blown  up  by  accident  between 
decks,  whereby  a  quardty  of  oakum  in  the  after- 
hatch  way,  near  the  after  powder-room,  was  fet 
on  fire  •,  and  the  great  fmother  and  fmoke  of  the 
oakum  occafioncd  the  apprehenfion  of  a  more  ex- 
tended and  mifchievous  fire.  At  the  fame  inftant 
too,  the  galeon  fell  on  board  the  CerJtirion  on  the 
ftarboard  quarter,  but  fhe  was  cleared  without  do- 
ing or  receiving  any  confidcrable  damage. 

The  Commodore  made  his  firft  Liertenant,  Mr. 
Saumarez^  Captain  of  this  prize,  appointing  her  a 
poft-ihip  in  his  Majeity's  fcrvice.  Captain  Sau- 
tnarez,  before  night,  fent  on  board  the  Centurion 
all  the  SpawJJj  prifoners,  but  fuch  as  were  thought 
the  moll  proper  to  be  rctdned  to  aflift  in  navi- 
gating the  galeon.  And  now  the  Commodore 
learnt,  from  fome  of  thefe  prifoners,  that  the 
other  fhip,  which  he  had  kept  in  the  port  of 
Acapuko  the  preceding  year,  inftead  of  returning 
in  company  with  the  prefent  prize  as  was  expedled, 
had  let  lail  from  AccpiUo  alone  much  fooncr  than 
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ufuiil,  and  had,  in  all  prol)ability,  got  into  the 
port  of  Manila  long  before  the  Centurion  arrived 
off  Efpiritii  Santo  \  lb  that  Mr.  /Infon^  notwith- 
ftanding  his  preicnt  kiccefs,  had  great  rcafon  to 
regret  his  lofs  of  time  at  iVIacao,  wiiich  prevented 
hjm  from  taking  two  rich  prizes  inilead  of  one. 

The  Commodore,  when  the  action  w»i.s  ended, 
refolved  to  make  the  belt  of  his  way  with  his 
prize  for  the  river  of  Canton^  being  in  the  mean 
time  fully  employed  in  i'ecuring  his  prifoiiers,  and 
in  removing  the  creafurc  iVom  on  board  the  ga^ 
leon  into  the  Cenltirion.  The  lall  of  thefe  opera- 
tions was  too  important  to  be  poftponcd  j  for  as 
the  navigation  to  Cnnton  was  through  feas  but  little 
known,  and  where,  from  the  fcalbn  of  the  year, 
much  bad  weather  might  be  expcdled,  it  was  of 
great  confequcnce  that  the  treafure  fliould  be  lent 
on  board  the  Centurion^  which  Ihip,  by  the  prefence 
of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  the  greater  number 
of  her  hands,  and  her  other  aclv;inrages,  was 
doubtlefs  much  fafer  againft  all  the  cafualties  of 
winds  and  feas  than  the  galeori  •,  And  the  fecuring 
the  prifoners  was  a  matccr  of  full  more  confe- 
quence,  as  not  only  the  pofleliion  of  the  treafure, 
but  tile  lives  ot  the  emptors  depended  thereon. 
This  was  indeed  an  article  v/hich  gave  the  Com- 
modore much  trouble  and  ciirquietude  ;  for  they 
were  above  double  the  number  oi  his  own  people ; 
and  lome  of  them,  when  they  were  brought  on 
board  the  Centurion^  and  iiad  oblerved  how  llen- 
derly  Die  was  manned,  and  tlie  large  proportion 
which  the  ilriplings  bore  to  the  reft,  could  nut 
help  exprefling  themfelves  with  great  indignation 
to  be  thus  beaten  by  a  handtul  of  boys.  The 
method,  which  was  taken  to  hinder  thi^m   from 
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rifing,    was  by  placing  all  but  the  officers  and 
the  wounded  in  the  hold,  w'lere,    to  give  then^ 
as  much  air  as  poflible,    two  hatch  ways  were 
left  open  ;   but  then  (to  avoid  all  danger,  whilft 
the  Centurion's  people  fhould  be  employed  upon 
the  decl:)  there  was  a  fquare  partition  of  thick 
planks,    made   in   the  fhape   of  a  funnel,  which 
enclofed   each   hatch  -  way   on    the    lower   dcck» 
and  reached  to  that  dircftiy  over  it  on  the  upper 
deck  ;  thefe  funnels  fe»-v-ed  to  communicate  the  air 
to  the  hold  better   than  could   have  beei.  done 
without   them  \    and,   at  the   fame   time,    added 
greatly  to  the  fecurity  of  the  fliip  ;  for  they  be- 
ing feven  or  eight  feet  high,  it  would  have  been 
cxtreamly  difficult  for  the  Spaviards  to  have  clam- 
bered up  i    and  ftill  to  augment  that  difficulty, 
four  fwivel-guns  loaded  with  mufq  aet-bullets  were 
planted  at  the  mouth  o*^  each  funnel,  and  a  cen- 
tinel  with  lighted  matc'i,  conftantly  attended,  pre- 
pared to  fire  into  the  hold  amongft  tiiem,  in  cafe 
of  any  difturbance.     Th  ,ir  officers,  which  amount- 
ed to  feventeen  or  eighteen,  were  all  lodged  in  the 
firft  Lieutenant's  cabbin,  under  a  conftant  guard 
of  fix  men  •,  and  the  General,  as  he  was  woiMided^ 
lay  in  the  Commodore's  cabbin  wiih  a  centinel 
always  with  him  •,  and  they  were  all  infornied,  that 
any  violence  or   difturbance  would  be  punifhed 
with  inftant  death.     And  that  the  Centurion's  peo- 
ple might  be  at  all  times  prepared,  if,  notwith- 
llanding  thefe  regulations,  any  tumult  fliould  ariie, 
the  fmall-arms  were  conftantly  kept  loaded  in  a 
proper  place,  whilft  all  the  men  went  arn.cd  with 
cutlafles  and  piftols  -,    and  no  ofiiccr  ever  pulled 
off  his  cloathi,  and  when  he  fief  t  had  always  his 
arms  lying  ready  by  him. 
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Thefc  nieafures  were  obvioufly  nexreflary,  con- 
fidering  the  hazards  to  which  the  Commodore  and 
his  people  would  have  been  expofed,  had  they 
been  lefs  careful.  Indeed,  the  fufferings  of  the 
poor  prifoners,  though  impoffible  to  be  alleviated, 
were  much  to  be  commiferated  •,  for  the  weather 
was  extremely  hot,  the  ftcnch  of  the  hold  loath- 
fome,  beyond  all  conception,  and  their  allowance 
iJ  of  water  but  juft  fulhcient  to  keep  them  alive,  it 

not  being  pradticab.e  to  fpare  them  more  than  at 
the  rate  of  a  pint  a  day  for  each,  the  crew  them- 
fclves  having  only  an  allowance  of  a  pint  and  an 
half.  All  this  confidered,  it  was  wonderful  that 
not  a  nan  of  them  died  during  their  long  con- 
finement, except  three  of  the  wounded,  who  died 
the  fame  night  they  were  taken ;  though  it  muft 
be  confeffed,  that  the  great  eft  pan  of  them  were 
ftrangely  mctamorphifed  by  the  heat  of  the  hold ; 
for  when  they  were  firlt  taken,  they  were  Tightly, 
robuft  fellows  •,  but  when,  alter  above  a  month's 
imprifonment,  they  were  difcharged  in  the  river 
of  Canton,  they  were  reduced  to  mere  fkeletons ; 
and  their  air  and  looks  correfporKled  much  more 
to  the  conception  formed  of  ghoft;;  and  fpedlres, 
than  to  the  figure  and  appearance  of  real  men. 

Thus  employed  in  fecuring  the  treafure  and  the 
prifoners,  the  Commodore,  as  h:ith  been  fuid, 
ftood  for  the  river  of  Canton ;  and,  on  the  90th 
of  June,  at  fix  in  the  evening,  got  light  of  Cape 
Delangano,  which  then  bore  Weft  ten  leagues 
diftant  •,  and,  the  next  day,  he  made  the  hr/':ce 
IJlands^  and  the  wind  being  fo  far  lo  the  nortli- 
ward,  that  it  was  difficult  to  weather  them,  it  was 
rcfolved  to  ftand  thorough  between  Graf  ion  rnd 
Monmouth  JJlandSy    where  the   pallagc  fecmed  to 
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be  clear  -,  but  In  getting  through,  the  fea  had  a 
very  dangerous  afped,  for  it  ripled  and  foamed, 
as  if  it  had  been  full  of  breakers,  which  was  ilill 
more  terrible,  as  it  was  then  night.  But  the  fhips 
got  through  very  fafe,  (the  prize  always  keeping 
a- head)  aiul  it  was  foutid  that  the  appearance 
which  had  alarmed  them  hail  Ux-n  occalioncd  only 
by  a  rtrong  tide.  1  niiill  lien-  oblcrve,  that  tho' 
the  Bajfjci'.  Jflands  arc  ul'iially  reckoned  to  be  no 
more  than  rtve,  y(t  there  are  many  more  lying 
about  them  to  the  wcii-Aarii,  which,  as  the  chan- 
nels amongft  them  are  .nor  at  all  known,  makes 
it  advifeable  for  (hips,  rather  to  pafs  to  the  north- 
ward or  fouthward,  thaii  dirough  them  i  and  in- 
deed the  Commodore  propofed  to  have  gone  to 
the  northward,  between  them  and  Formofa^  had  it 
been  poflible  for  him  to  have  weathered  them. 
From  hence  the  Centu}io7t  ftccring  the  proper  courj'c 
for  the  river  of  Carton^  fhe,  on  the  8th  of  July, 
difcovered  the  Ifland  of  Supa/n,  the  weitermoil  of 
the  Lema  Iflands,  being  the  tlouble-pcaked  rock, 
particularly  delineated  in  the  view  of  the  Iflands  ot 
Lema,  formerly  referred  to.  This  Ifland  of  Siqata 
they  made  to  be  an  hundred  and  thirty-nine  Iciigues 
diflant  from  Graft oiCs  Ifland,  and  to  bear  irom  it 
North  82^  37  Weft  :  And,  on  the  nth,  having 
taken  on  board  two  Chinefe  Pilots,  one  for  the 
Centurion^  and  tlic  other  for  the  prize,  they  came 
to  an  anchor  oflF  the  city  of  Macao. 

By  this  time  the  particulars  of  the  curgoe  of  the 
galeon  were  well  afccrtaincd,  and  it  was  found  that 
ihe  had  on  board  1,313,843  pieces  ot  eight,  and 
35,682  oz.  of  virgin  fiiver,  befides  fome  cochir 
neal,  and  a  few  other  commodities,  which,  how- 
ever, were  but  of  fmali  account,  in  compurifon  of 
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tliL"  fpccie.  And  this  being  the  Commodore's  laftr 
prize,  it  hence  appears,  that  all  th':  treafure  taken 
l)y  the  Caiturion  was  nci.  much  fliort  0^400,000/. 
independent  of  the  fhips  and  merchandize,  which 
file  either  burnt  or  dellroyed,  and  which,  by  the 
mofl:  rcafonable  ellimation,  could  not  amount  to 
lo  little  as  6oo,ouo/.  more  -,  lo  that  the  wiiole 
lofs  of  the  enemy,  by  our  I'qviadron,  did  doubtlefs 
exceed  a  million  Ifcrling.  'lo  which,  if  there  be 
added  the  great  expence  of  the  Court  of  Spain,  in 
fitting  out  PtzarrOy  and  in  paying  the  additioniJ 
charges  in  Imerica,  incurred  on  our  account,  to- 
gether with  the  lols  of  their  men  of  war,  the 
total  of  all  thefr  articles  will  be  a  moll  exorbitant 
fuin,  a,nd  is  the  llrongeil  conviftion  of  the  utility 
ot  tliis  expedition,  which,  with  all  its  numerous 
dijadvantages,  did  yet  prove  i'o  extremely  preju- 
dicial to  the  enemy.  1  Ihall  only  add,  that  ther^ 
were  taken  on  board  the  galcon  fevc  j'  draughts 
and  journals,  from  fome  of  which  many  of  the 
particulars  recited  in  the  loth  chapter  of  the  fe- 
cond  book  arc  coiledled.  Among  the  relt  ^^here 
v^as  iound  a  chart  of  all  the  Ocean,  between  the 
Philippines  and  the  coait  of  Mexico,  which  was 
what  was  made  ufe  of  by  the  galcon  in  her  own 
na%'igation.  A  copy  of  this  draught,  corredted  in 
i'ome  places  by  our  own  obfervation,  is  here  an- 
nexed, to<ielher  with  the  route  of  the  ^^aleon 
traced  thereon  from  her  own  journals,  and  like 
wife  the  route  ot  the  Centurion,  irom  Acapiil  0 
through  the  fame  Ocean.  Thii  is  the  chart  lor- 
merly  rcltrred  to,  in  the  account  ol  the /V/<?;*.A7 
trade  :  And,  to  render  it  fcill  niuic  cojuplcur,  the 
obferved  variation  of  the  needle  is  unnexjJ  to 
jeveral  parts  both  of  the  Spanifl:  and  Et 
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which  addition  is  of  the  grcatcll  confcqutncc,  as 
no  obfervations  of  this  kind  in  the  northern  parts 
of  the  Padjic  Ocean  have  yet  to  my  knowledge 
been  pubUfhed,  and  as  the  quantity  of  the  varia- 
tion fo  nearly  correfponds  to  what  Dr.  IMey  pre- 
didled  from  his  Theory,  above  fifty  years  ago. 
And  with  this  digreflion  I  fhall  end  this  chapter, 
leaving  the  Cenfurion  with  her  prize,  at  anchor  off 
Macao,  preparing  to  enter  tlie  river  of  Canton. 


c  n  A  p.   IX. 

Tranfadions  in  the  river  of  Cafiion. 

TH  E  Commodore,  having  takon  Pilots  on 
board,  proceeded  with  his  pri/x*  for  the 
river  of  Canton-,  and,  on  the  14th  o^ July,  came 
to  an  anchor  fliort  of  the  Bocca  'Tigris,  which  is  a 
narrow  paflage  foraging  the  mouth  of  that  river  : 
This  entrance  he  propofed  to  ftand  through  the 
next  day,  and  to  run  up  as  far  as  Tige^'  IJlar.d, 
which  is  a  very  fate  road,  fecured  from  all  winds. 
But  whilft  the  Centurion  and  her  prize  v/ere  thus 
at  anchor,  a  boat  with  an  officer  came  off  from 
the  Mandarine,  commanding  the  forts  at  Bocca 
"■Tigris  to  examine  what  the  fhips  were,  and  whence 
they  came.  Mr.  An/on  informed  the  officer,  that 
his  fliip  was  a  ftiip  of  war,  belonging  to  the  King 
of  Great-Britain  •,-  and  that  the  other  in  company 
wirh  him  was  a  prize  he  had  taken  -,  that  he  was 
gomg  into  Canton  river  to  Ihelter  himfelf  againfl: 
die  hurricanes  which  were  then  coming  on  ;  and 
that  as  foon  as  the  monlbon  fhifted,   he  fhould 
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proceed  for  England.     The  officer  then  defired  aii 
account  of  what  men,  guns,  and  ammunition  were 
on  board,  a  hft  of  all  which  he  fuid  was  to  be  fcnt 
to  the  Government  of  Canton.     But  when   thefe 
articles  were  repeated  to  hmi,  particularly  when  he 
was  told  that  there  were  in  the  Centurion  four  hun- 
dred firelocks,  and  between  three  and  four  hun- 
dred barrels  of  powder,  he  Ihrugged  up  his  fhoul- 
ders,    and  feemed  to  be  terrified   with  the  bare 
recital,    faying,    that   no    Ihips    ever    came   into 
Canton  river  armed  in  that  manner  •,  adding,  that 
he  durft  not  fet  dov^'n  the  whole  of  this  force,  leaft 
it  fhould  too  much  alarm  the  Regency.     After  he 
had  finilhed  his  enquiries,    and  was  preparing  to 
depart,  he  defired  to  leave  the  two  Cuftom-houfe 
officers  behind  him  -,    on  which  the  Commodore 
told  him,  that  though  as  a  man  of  war  lie  was 
prohibited  from  trading,  and  had  nothing  t(:>  do 
with  cuftoms  or  duties  of  any  kind,  yet,  for  the 
fatisfadion  of  the  Cbinefe,  he  would  permit  of  two 
of  their  people  to  be  left  on  board,  who  miglit 
themfelves  be  witneffes  how  pundlually  he  fhould 
comply  with  his  inftrudtions.     The  officer  f-cmcd 
amazed  when  Mr.  Jnfon  mentioned  being  exempt- 
ed from  all  duties,  and  told  him,    that  the  Em- 
peror's duty  mull  be  paid  by  all  Ihips  that  came 
into  his  ports  :    And  it  is  fuppofcd,  th:it  on  this 
occafion,  private  diredions  were  given  by  him  to 
the  Cbinefe  Pilot,   not  to  carry  the  Commodore 
through  the  Bocca  Tigris ;  which  makes  it  nccef- 
fary,  more  particularly,  to  defcribe  that  entri-icf. 
The  Bocca  Tigris  is  a  narrow  pailage,  lictk-  ir.trs 
than  mufquet-lhot  over,  formed  by  two  poi.-its  i;l 
land,  on  each  of  which  tliere  is  a  iort,  thuc  oa  tlu: 
Ibrboard-fide  being  a  battery  on  tlic  water's  edge, 
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With  cigluccn  cnihralure^,  Ijui  wlicrc  tiicrc  were 
no  more  than  twelve  iron  cannon  nujinucd,  Teem- 
ing to  he  four  or  fix  pouncicrs  v  the  tort  on  the 
larbourd-fide  is  a  lar^c  latllc,  rcleinbling  thole  oKI 
buildings  which  here  in  Evglavd  we  often  find 
dillinguiflicd  by  that  name  ;  it  is  fituated  on  a 
high  rock,  and  did  not  aj)pear  to  be  furnilhed  with 
more  than  eight  or  ten  cannon,  none  of  which 
were  luppofed  to  exceed  fix  pounders.  Thefe  arc 
the  defences  which  fccure  the  river  of  Canton  ; 
and  which  thr  (.binefe  (cxtrcn:ely  detVftive  in  all 
military  fl^i'i  ;  hx'^'y^  imagined  wtve  fiiHicient  to 
prevent  any  <  ncmy  troni  tcTcirg  his  way  tiirough. 
But  it  is  envious,  Iivmii  the  i.eicription  oi  thefo 
forts,  that  they  (■■:nld  have  i^ivcn  no  obln  u(^lion 
to  Mr.  .  ;.7^;;'s  pafTiige,  even  ;T  th.jy  had  been  well 
I'upp.licd.  vv'irh  gunners  >ind  itores  ;  and  therefore, 
though  the  ril(»i,  rit t-r  tiic  Chin>ie  ofticer  luii 
been  on  l)oarii,  refufed  at  In-jl;  to  take  charge  (,t 
the  iliij^  till  he  had  leave  from  the  forts,  yet  as 
it  was  necefTary  to  get  through  without  any  de- 
lay, for  tear  of  the  bad  weather  which  was  hourly 
expected,  the  Conunodore  weigh.ed  on  the  i  r,th, 
and  ordered  the  Pilot  to  carry  him  by  the  forts 
threatening  him  tliat,  if  the  jhip  ran  aground,  he 
■would  inltantly  hang  him  up  at  the  yard-arm. 
The  Pilot,  awed  by  thefe  threats,  carried  the  fhip 
through  fafely,  the  forfs  not  attempting  to  difpiiu- 
the  paffage.  Indeed  the  poor  Pilot  did  not  eicapc^ 
the  rel'entment  of  his  countrymen,  for  when  he 
came  en  fliore,  he  was  feized  and  i'enc  to  prifon, 
and  was  rigoroufly  difciplined  with  the  bamboo. 
However,  he  found  means  to  get  at  Mr.  Anfon 
afterwards,  to  defire  of  him  fome  recompence  'ior 
the  challifement  he  had  undergone,  and  of  which 
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he  t..cn  carried  very  fignificant  marks  about  him  j 
and  Mr.  Anfon^  in  commiferation  ot  his  fuHcrings, 
gave  him  iuch  a  liim  of  money,  as  would  at  any 
time  liave  entiad  a  Chincje  to  liave  undergone  a 
dozen  ballinadings. 

Nor  was  the  l-'ilot  the  only  perfon  that  luffer^^d 
on  this  oaa(i')n  •,  for  the  Commodore  foon  altt^r  fee- 
ing Ibme  royal  juidcs  pals  by  him  from  Bocca  -Tigris 
towards  C.hu'oh,  he  learnt,  on  enquiry,  that  the 
Mandarine  commanding  t'ae  forts  was  a  prifoner  on 
board  them  •,  t'lat  he  was  already  turned  out,  aiui 
^vas  now  carrying  to  Canton,  where  it  was  expedted 
he  would  be  feverely  punilliLd  tor  having  permit- 
ted the  lliips  to  pafs  •,  and  the  Commodore  urging 
the  unrealbnabJ'jneis  of  this  procedure,  from  the 
inability  of  the  forts  to  have  done  othtiwife,  ex- 
plaining to  the  Cbincfc  tiie  great  luperiority  his  ihips 
would  have  had  over  the  torts,  by  the  number  and 
fize  of  their  guns,  the  Chinefc  ferMued  to  acquiefce 
in  his  reafoning,  and  ailovved  that  their  torts  could 
not  have  flopped  him  \  but  they  (lill  alllried,  that 
the  Mandarine  v/oeld  intallibly  iiilier,  for  not  hav- 
ing done,  what  all  his  juvlj^i's  were  eonviiited,  vvai 
impoilible.  To  inch  indefenfible  abfurdiLies  are 
thofe  obhged  to  tlibmit,  who  think  themUlvcs  con- 
cerned to  lupporc  their  autlioriiy,  when  the  nteetluy 
force  is  wanting,     iiui  lo  retutn  : 

On  the  iCtii  of  'July  the  Commodore  fent  liis 
fecond  Lieutenant  to  CantoHy  wicii  a  letter  to  the 
Viceroy,  intV^rminghim  of  the  reafon  of  x\vi  Cen- 
turioii^  putting  into  that  port  \  and  that  the  Coni- 
mociore  himk  it  ibon  propoled  to  repair  to  Canton, 
to  pay  a  vifit  to  th'-'  \  ictroy  The  Lieutenant  was 
ve.-y  civilly  received,  and  was  pronViled  that  an  an- 
iwcr  (lioukl  be  Itiit  to  the  C:ornthodure  the  next  dav-- 
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In  the  iiuan  time  Mr.  ^Injhn  g;ive  leave  to  fcvcral 
ct  the  olliicrs  of  tlie  g;i!con  to  [50  to  Canton^  they 
engagini;  their  parole  to  return  in  two  days.  When 
thefe  priloners  got  to  Ouiton,  the  Regency  fcnt  for 
them,  nnd  exainintxl  them,  enquiring  particularly 
by  what  means  they  had  iallen  into  Mr.  Anfon\ 
power.  Antl  on  this  occafion  the  priibners  were 
honell  enough  to  declare,  that  as  the  Kings  of 
Great- Britiiin  and  of  Spain  were  at  war,  they  had 
propofcd  to  themlelves  the  taking  of  the  Ccnturiortj 
and  had  bore  down  upon  her  witli  that  view,  but 
that  the  event  had  been  contrary  to  their  hopes  : 
Mowtver,  they  acknowledged  that  they  had  been 
treated  by  the  Commodore,  much  better  than  they 
believt'd  they  fliould  have  treated  him,  had  he  fallen 
into  ihcir  hands.  This  confclTion  Irom  an  enem.y 
Jiad  great  weight  with  the  Chincfe^  who,  till  then, 
tliough  they  had  revered  the  Commodore's  power, 
had  yet  lu.'peded  his  morals,  and  had  confidered 
him  rather  as  a  iawkfs  freebooter,  than  as  one  com- 
miirioned  by  the  State  for  the  revenge  of  public 
injuries.  But  they  now  changed  their  opinion,  and 
regarded  him  as  a  more  important  perfon  -,  to  which 
perhiips  the  vaft  treafure  of  his  prize  might  not  a 
little  contribute  \  the  acquifition  of  wealth  being  a 
matter  greatly  adapted  to  the  ertimation  and  reve- 
rence of  the  Chinefe  Nation. 

In  this  examination  of  the  SpaniJJj  prifuners, 
though  the  Chinefe  had  no  reafon  in  the  main  to 
doubt  of  the  account  which  was  given  them,  yet 
there  were  twocircumllances  which  appcar'd  to  them 
fo  fiff^ular,  as  to  dcferve  a  more  ample  explanation  ; 
one  of  tlitm  was  the  great  difproportion  of  men 
between  the  Centurion  and  the  galeon  ^  the  other 
was  the  humanity,  with  which  the  people  of  the 
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galeon    were  treated  afrrr  they  were  taken.     The 
Mandarines  therefore  afkecl  tlu:  Spaniards^  how  they 
rame  to  bv*  overpowt-nd  by  fo  inferior  a  foiee-,  and 
how  it  happened,   fince  t'le   two    nanons  w^Xs.:  at 
war,   that  they  were  not  put  to  death  wlun  they 
came  into  the  hands  of  the  En'^lijh.     To  the  full 
of  thefe  enquiries  the  Spaniards  rej)lied,  that  tho* 
they  had  more  hands  than  the  Ccjiturion^  yet  flie 
being  intended  foltly  for  war  had  a  great  fuperiorlty 
in  the  Gze  of  her  guns,  and  in  many  other  articles, 
over  the  galeon,  which  was  a  veiTcl  fitted  cut  prin- 
cipally  for  traffic  :  And  as  to  the  fecond  queftion, 
they  to'd   tKe  Chinefe,  that  amongfl  the  nations  of 
Europe^  it  was  not  cuftomary  to  put  to  death  thofe 
who  fubmitted  ;  though   they    readily  owned,  that 
the  Commodore,  from  the  natural  bias  of  his  tem- 
per, had  treated  both  them  and  their  couiuiymcn, 
who  had  formerly  been  in  his  power,  with  very  iin- 
ufuaj  courtefy,  much  beyond  wh:it  they  ccu!d  hav^ 
(Xpefted,  or  than  was  required  by  the  cuftoHi-  <  rt;i- 
blifht'd  between  nations  at  war  with   each   oilur. 
Thefe  replies  fully  fatisfied  the  Ch:nefe^  and  at  the 
hxv\t  time  wrought  very  powerfully  in  the  Commo- 
dore's favour. 

On  the   20th  of  July^  In    the  morning,  three 
Mandarines,  with  a  great  number  ( f  boats,  r.id  a 
vaft  recinue,  came  on  board  the  Centurion^  and  de- 
livered to  the  Commodore  the  Viceroy  of  Cantcn^s 
order  for  a  daily  fupply  of  provifions,  and  for  Pilots 
to  carry  the  (hips  up  the  river  as  far  as  t'lie  fecond 
bar  -,  and  at  the  fame  time  they  delivered  him  a 
meffage  from  the  Viceroy,  in  anfwer  to  ihf  Ictttr 
fent  to  Canton,     The  fubftance  of  tlic  mefHige  was 
that  the  Viceroy  defired  to  he  extufed  from  rrcc-.v- 
ifig  the  Commodore's  vifit,  during  the  then  exui-f- 
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five  hot  weather;  bpcaufi^  the  afTfrnbling  the  Math 
darincs  and  foldiers,  necelTary  to  that  ceremony, 
woii^'.l  prove  extremely  inconvenient  and  fatiguin*;  ; 
but  that  in  September^  wlipn  the  wcathiT  would  be 
more  temperate,  he  fliould  be  gla(^  to  lee  both  the 
Commodore  himfclf,  and  the  £;;^///'  Captain  of  the 
other  fhip,  that  vvas  with  him.  As  Mr.  Anfon  knew 
tharan  cxj'srefs  had  been  dil'patched  to  the  Court  at 
Piki??^  With  an  account  ot"  the  Coitnrion  and  her 
prize  being  arrived  in  the  river  of  Canton^  he  had  no 
tloubt,  but  the  principal  motive  for  putting  o(T  this 
vifitwas,  that  the  Regency  at  Canton  mi!j,ht  gain 
time  to  receive  tlie  Emperoi*s  infi:rudl:ions,  about 
tlieir  behaviour  on  this  unufual  affair. 

AVhen  tiie  MaJidir/nss  had  delivered  their  mef- 
fige,  they  Ixgan  to  talk  to  the  Com.modore  about 
the  duties  to  be  paid  by  his  fhips-,  but  ht;  imniedi- 
atcly  told  them,  that  lie  woukl  never  fubmit  to  any 
demaiul  of  that  kind  j  that  as  he  neither  brought 
any  merchandize  thither,  nor  intended  to  carry  any 
away,  he  coukl  not  be  reaionabiy  deemed  to  be 
witli::)  the  meaning  of  theKmperorVs  orders,  whicli 
were  doulnlefs  calculated  for  trading  veflels  only, 
a^ldir^i',  that  no  duties  were  ever  demanded  of  men 
of  war,  by  nations  accc(tonicd  to  their  reception, 
and  that  his  Mari'.T*s  orders  exprefly  forbad  liim 
from  paying  any  icknowledgement  for  his  fliips  an- 
choring in  any  port  whatever. 

The  Miitid.ifinci  being  thus  cm  diort  on  the  fub- 
jefl  of  the  ckity,  they  faid  they  had  another  matter 
to  mention,  whi:h  was  the  only  remaining  one  they 
had  in  charge  •,  this  was  a  r^quell  to  the  Commo- 
ck)re,  that  he  would  rtleafe  the  prifonefs  he  had  ta- 
ken on  board  the  galeon  -,  for  that  the  Viceroy  of 
Cajiicn   apprehended    the   Emperor,    his   Mailer, 

nii^ht 


If'i 


^yr;;y-^ 


'1^1 


the  Man^ 


ceremony, 
fatiguini^  -, 
'  would  be 
e  both  the 
itain  of  the 
'l}ijbn  knew 
le  Court  at 
7n  and  her 
he  had  no 
\n^  off  this 
might  gain 
ons,  about 


their  mef- 
)uure  about 
le  imniedi- 
.imit  to  any 
er  brought 
:o  carry  any 
L-mi'd  to  be 
dcrs,  which 
t-flcls  only, 
dcd  of  men 
r  reception, 
forbad  him 
his  fliips  an- 
on the'  fub- 
othcr  matter 
tu';  one  they 
he  Commo- 
s  he  had  ta- 
Viceroy  ol' 
his   Mafter, 
niii^ht 


(517) 

fiiightbe  difpleafed,  if  he  Hiould  be  informed,  that 
perfons,  who  were  his  allies,  and  carried  on  a  great 
commerce  wiih  his  fubjedls,  were  under  confine- 
ment in  his  dominions.  Mr.  Jnfo;i  was  himfcif 
extremely  deHrous  to  get  rid  of  the  Spnniards^  hav- 
ing, on  his  firfl:  arrival,  fent  about  an  hundred  of 
them  to  Macao^  and  thofe  who  remained,  which 
were  near  four  hundred  more,  were  on  many  ac- 
counts, a  great  incumbrance  to  Jum.  l.Iovv?.vv^.r, 
to  inhance  the  favour,  Jie  at  firll  raifed  fomc.  dif?.- 
culties  -,  but  permitting  hmifelf  to  beprevjMi-d  on, 
he  at  lall  tuld  tlie  Mandarines^  that  to  fhow  nis  rca- 
dineis  to  oblige  the  Viceroy,  he  would  releafe  the 
prifoners,  whenever  they,  the  Chinsfe,  would  fend 
boats  to  ftich  them  off.  This  matter  being  thus 
adjuiled,  the  Mandarines  departed  ;  and,  on  the 
2Sth  oi  Jtil)\  two  Chinefe  jui.ks  were  fent  from 
Canlon^  to  take  on  board  the  prifoners,  and  to  car- 
ry them  to  Macao,  And  the  Commodore,  agreea- 
ble to  his  promifc,  difmiffed  them  all,  and  ordered 
his  Purfer  to  fend  with  tliem  eight  days  provifion 
for  their  fubfulcnce,  during  their  failing  dov^n  the 
river  j  thiij  being  difpatched,  the  Centurion  and  her 
prize  came  to  her  moorings,  above  the  fccond  bar, 
where  thcypropofcd  to  continue  till  the  monfoon 
fhitted. 

Tliough  the  fli;p%  in  conftquence  of  the  Vice- 
roy's periviir,  found  no  diiliculty  in  purchafi.ig  pro- 
vifions  for  their  daily  confumption,  ya  it  was  im- 
poihble  for  t;ie  Commodore  to  proceed  to  England^ 
■without  laying  in  a  largeqi;rntity  both  oFprovifions 
and  llorcs  f -r  lu"s  ufe,  during  the  voyage  :  The 
procuring  this  fupply  was  atten.led  with  mucli  em- 
barafmcnt;  for  there  were  people  at  Canton  who 
had  undertaken  to  furniH-i   him  v/ilh  bifcuir,  and 
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whatever  elle  he  wanted  i  and  his  L.inguift,  towards 
the  midtilc  of  Stptemher^  iiad  alTurcil  him,  from 
day  to  day,  that  all  was  ready,  and  would  be  fent 
on  hoard  hi.n  immediately.  But  a  fortnight  being 
elaplld,  and  nothing  being  brought,  the  Commo- 
dore lent  to  Cantcn  to  enquire  more  particularly  in- 
to the  reasons  of  this  difappointment  :  And  he  had 
loon  the  vexation  to  be  informed,  that  the  whole 
was  an  ilhifion  \  that  no  order  had  been  procured 
iVom  the  Viceroy,  to  furniHi  him  with  his  fca-ftores, 
as  iiad  been  pretended  ;  that  there  was  no  bifcuit 
baked,  nor  any  one  of  the  articles  in  readinefs, 
which  had  been  promifed  him  •,  nor  did  it  appear, 
that  the  Contraftors  had  taken  the  lead  ftepto  com- 
ply with  their  agreement.  This  was  mod  difagree- 
able  news,  and  made  it  fufpefted,  that  the  furnifh- 
ing  x.\mi  Centiiricn  for  her  return  to  Great-Britain 
might  prove  a  more  troublefomc  matter  than  had 
been  hitherto  imigiiud  ;  efpecially  too,  as  the 
jiiotuh  of  Scpiemher  was  ntariy  elapfed,  without 
Mr.  /Infill^  havmg  received  any  meflfjge  from  the 
Viceroy  of  Canton, 

And  hrrepeihaps  it  might  be  expe<*led  that  fomc 
fiti^fadory  aecount  fliould  be  given  of  the  motives 
of  the  Coineje  lur  ihis  taithltfs  procedure.  But  as 
I  hav;>  already,  in  a  former  chapter,  made  feme 
ki:ul  of  conjechires  about  a  iimilar  event,  I  fhall 
not  repeat  thttn  again  in  this  place,  but  fliall  ob- 
Icive,  that  utter  ail,  it  nuy  perhaps  be  impofTible 
lur  an  Euiopean^  ignorant  of  the  cuftoms  and  man- 
ners oi  that  nation,  to  l)e  fully  apprizetd  of  the 
rial  incircmentB  to  ^this  behaviour.  Indeed,  thus 
li^uch  may  undoubtedly  be  afferted,  that  in  artifice, 
iaifliood,  and  an  attachment  to  all  kinds  of  lucre, 
*nany  of  the  Qbinefe  are  ditiicult  to  be  paralleled  by 
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any  other  people  ;  but  then  the  combination  of  thefe 
talents  and  the  manner  in  which  they  are  applied 
in  parricular  emergencies,  arc  often  beyond  the 
reach  of  a  Foreigner's  penetration  •,  So  that  tho* 
it  may  be  fafely  concluded,  that  the  Chineje  had 
fome  intereft  in  thus  amufing  the  Commodore,  yer 
it  may  not  be  eafy  to  alTign  the  individual  views  by 
which  they  were  influenced.  And  that  I  may  not  be 
thought  too  fevere  in  afcribiRg  to  this  Narit^n  ;i 
traudulent  and  felfifh  turn  of  temper,  fo  conrradjc- 
tory  to  the  chara(9-er  given  of  them  in  the  legendary 
accounts  of  the  Roman  Mifiionaries,  1  fhall  here 
mention  an  extraordinary  tranfadlion  or  two,  which 
I  hope  will  be  fome  kind  of  confirmation  of  what  I 
have  advanced. 

When  the  Commodore  lay  firft  at  Macao^  one 
of  his  oflicers,  who  had  been  extremely  ill,  defired 
leave  of  him  to  go  on  Hiore  every  day  on  a  neigh- 
bouring Ifland,  imagining  that  a  walk  upon  the  land 
would  contribute  greatly  to  the  refloring  of  his 
health  :  The  Commodore  would  have  dilTuaded 
limi,  fuTpeding  the  tricks  of  the  Chinefe^  hut  the 
oiiicer  continuing  importunate,  in  the  end  the  boat 
was  ordered  to  carry  him.  The  firit  day  he  was  ptic 
on  Oiore  he  cook  his  exercUe,  and  returned  without 
receiving  any  moieftation,  or  even  feeing  any  of 
the  inhabitants  •,  but  the  fecond  day,  he  was  afl^iuk- 
ed,  foon  after  his  arrival,  by  a  great  number  of 
Chinefe  who  had  been  hoeing  rice  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  who  beat  hmi  fo  violently  with  the  han- 
dles of  their  hoes,  that 'they  foon  Inid  him  on  dit: 
ground  incapable  of  refinance  ;  after  which  thty 
robbed  him,  taking  from  him  his  fword,  tlie  hiic 
of  which  was  filver,  his  money,  his  watch,  gold- 
headed  cane,     Inuti-box    Ileeve-buttons   and    har. 
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with  fcveral  other  tiinkt-ts:  In  the  mean  time  the 
boat's  crt'w,  who  w/re  at  P  me  httle  didance,  anci 
h.iJ  no  arms  ut"  any  kind  with  th^m,  V'ere  incapa- 
ble o\  [;ivinghim  any  ahillance  •,  till  at  Jaft  one  of 
thcrn  I'icw  on  the  i.llv)w  who  had  th?  i'word  in  h!s 
pulldii  ;:i,  and  vviellir.g  it  out  ot'  his  hands  drtw  ir, 
and  vv.th  it  was  pri'tjanni^  to  tall  on  ihc  Cbhit^ff^ 
i()!^l'•()f  whom  he  could  iiot  nave  failed  oi  kdiiim; 
but  iIk- c'iiiccr,  perceiving  what  h<*  was  a'^out,  im- 
ni  xiiiiteiv  ordered  him  to  dtiii;,  thinking  it  more 
]  iud;  nr  to  hibmit  to  tlu-  prelei.t  violence,  tl'.an  to 
ci)...r  li  hi«  Commodore  m  an  ;iicx!:r;catde  rquabblc 
V.  ::ii  ;hc  ClAuef':  Government,  by  rhe  death  ot"  their 
fubj.i.t-.  i  wiueh  CdLnnefs  in  this  Cientleman  wai;  the 
nh.rc  mcritoi  loiis,  as  \w  wa>  kiv>\vn  co  lie  a  perion 
1)1  .;n  Linconimon  ipint,  and  (d  a  iomcwluit  hafty 
tcnij^er  :  Hy  th.s  n^.e.ms  the  Chinrfd  recovered  the 
p(MUr:k>ii  oi  tiie  fword,  which  they  loon  perceived 
was  [iroldout'.i  to  be  made  uh;  ot  agani'l  them,  and 
carried  olf  their  whole  booty  untivjlelled.  No  foon- 
er  were  they  gone,  than  a  Chincje  ow  horleback,  ve- 
ly  Well  drelL-d,  and  who  had  the  air  and  appearance 
ot  a  Gentleman,  came  ciown  to  the  f;\u:e,  and,  as 
far  as  could  be  underllood  by  his  ligns,  ieemed  to 
ct  .fure  tne  coitduL  (»1  his  c*  iiiurymen,  and  tocom- 
i.ii;eia:e  tiie  olficer,  being  wonderiully  ollkiou':  to 
afiill  HI  getting  hull  on  board  the  b(;at :  But  not- 
wldUtanciingthis  I  e;..ivi0'ir,  it  was  n:rcvvdiy  rulped:- 
ti  that  he  was  an  accomplice  .n  the  tiielt,  and  time 
it;:iy  ..  vlr.ccd  the  juitice  ofthoie  fulpicions. 

W'iK-n  tlu'  boic  leruriKd  on  b)aid,  an^i  reported 
what  had  palVcJ  to  l'c  Commo  lore,  he  iir.mediate- 
ly  compl.ii'V.  d  c>t  \i  i<)  \\\^  A'.uidarinc^  who  attend^ 
etl  to  I'.e  hi^  (nip  iu.^plied  •,  h.it  t!  e  Miiiddrii:e  cool- 
ly replied,  that  ihc  juat  ougl.l  not  to  jiave  gone  on 
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fliore,  promiring,  however,  that  If  the  thieves 
could  be  found  out,  they  fhould  be  puniihed ; 
though  it  appeared  plain  enough,  by  his  manner  of 
anlwering,  tliat  Iv-  would  never  give  himfelf  any 
troul^le  in  fcarching  them  out.  However,  a 
etjnfiderablc  time  afterwards,  when  fome  Chinefi 
boats  were  Jelling  provifions  to  the  Centurion^  the 
perlun  wiio  had  wreiled  the  fword  from  the  Chinefs 
came  witii  great  eagernels  to  the  Commodore,  ta 
afiure  him  that  one  of  the  principal  thieves  was  then 
in  a  proviiion-boat  along-fide  tiie  Pnip  •,  and  the  of- 
ficer, who  had  been  robbed,  vicvvink;  the  fellow  on 
this  report,  and  well  remembring  his  face,  orders 
were  mimediately  given  to  feize  him  •,  and  he  was. 
accordingl-y    fecured    on   board   the  fldp,    where 


llrange  tlilcoveries  were  now  made. 


j-.r. 


r. 


This  thief,  on  his  being  firlt  apprehended,  ex- 
prelled  fo  much  fright  in  his  countenance,  that  ic 
was  feareJ.  lie  v/culd  have  died  unon  the  fpot  ;  tlie 
Mandarine  too,  who  attended  the  fhip,  had  vifibly 
no  fmall  ih.;re  of  concern  on  the  occalion.     Indeed 
he  had  reafon  enough  to  be  alarmed,  fince  it  was 
ioon  evinced,  that  he  had  been  privy  to  the  whole 
robbery  ;    Ibr  the  Commodore  declaring  that  he 
woukl  \u)i  deliver  up  the  tiiicf,  but  woulrl  himfelf 
order  \\\\\\   lo  be  {h(,t,  the  Mandarine  immediately 
put  olf  the   magifccrial   air,  with  which  he  had  at 
iiril  |),-etendcd  to  tieniand  him,  and  begjR.'i  liis  re- 
leaie  in  the  moil  abjecl-  manner :  And  the  Comrno- 
dr.re  appearing  inilexible,  there  came  on  board,  in 
lels  thtii;  two  hours  time,   five  or  fix  of  the  neigh- 
bouring iviandarines^  who  all  ioii!Ci.i  in  the  fame  in- 
treaty,  and  with  a  view  e^f  faeiiicating  their  fuit, 
offered  a  large  fum  of  money  for  the  fellow's  liber- 
ty.    WhiliL  they  were  thus  foUiciting,  it  was  dif- 
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covered  that  the  Mandarine^  who  was  the  mofl  ac- 
tive amongft  them,  aiul  who  Iccmecl  to  be  moil  in- 
tcrellctl  in  the  event,  was  tiie  very  Gentleman,  who 
came  to  the  officer,  jiill  after  tlie  robbeiy,  and  who 
pretended  to  be  ^o  much  dilpleafed  with  the  villany 
of  his  countrymen.  And,  on  further  inquiry  it  was 
founci,  that  he  was  the  Mandarine  of  the  IQand  ; 
and  tliat  he  had,  by  the  authority  ot'  his  office,  or- 
dered tlie  IValants  to  commit  tluit  infamous  adion. 
And  it  Teemed,  as  far  as  could  be  collected  from 
the  broken  hints  which  were  calually  thrown  out, 
that  he  and  his  brethren,  wdio  were  all  privy  to  the 
tranfaclion,  were  terriiicd  with  the  fear  of  beino: 
called  before  the  tribunal  i\t  Canton^  where  the  iirit 
article  of  their  punirnment  would  be  the  ftripping 
them  of  all  they  were  worih  •,  though  their  judges 
(however  fond  of  inilidling  a  challifement  fo  lu- 
crative to  themfelves)  were  perhaps  of  as  tainted  a 
complexinn  as  the  delinquents,  Mr.  Anfon  was  not 
difplcafed  to  have  caught  the  Chinefe  in  this  dilem- 
ma ;  and  he  entertained  himielt  for  fome  time 
v^ith  their  pciplexity,  rejecting  their  money  wiih 
fcorn,  a^ipearing  inexorable  to  their  prayers,  and 
giving  out  that  the  thief  iliould  certainly  be  ihot  ; 
but  as  he  then  f^relaw  that  he  fliould  be  forced  to 
take  ffielter  in  their  ports  a  lecond  time,  when  the 
influence  he  might  hereby  ac(|uire  over  the  Magi- 
itratcs  would  be  of  great  fervice  to  him,  he  at 
length  permitted  Idmlelf  to  be  perfuaded,  and  as  a 
favour  rclcafed  his  prifoner,  but  not  till  the  Man- 
darine had  collected  and  returned  all  that  had  been 
llolen  from  the  offit  er,  even  to  the  minutell  tril^e. 
But  notwlthRanding  this  inilance  of  the  good 
intelligence  between  the  magiitrates  und  criminals, 
tile  ftrong  addition  of  the  Chmrfc  '"o  lucre  oitei\ 
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prompts  tlicm  to  break  through  this  awful  confe- 
deracy, and  puts  them  on  defrauding  the  autho- 
rity that  protects  them  of  its  proper  quota  of  the 
pillage.     For  not  long  after  the  above-mentioned 
tranfadion,  (the  former  Mandarine^   attendant  on 
the  fhip  -,  being,  in  the  mean  time,    relieved  by 
another)  the  Commodore  loft  a  top-maft-  from  his 
ftern,  which,  after  the  moft  diligent  inquiry,  could 
not  be  traced  :  As  il  was  not  Iiis  own,  but  had  been 
borrowed  at  Macao  to  heave  clown  by,  and  was  not 
to  be  replaced  in  that  part  of  the  world,  he  was  ex- 
tremely defirous  to  recover  it,  and  publiftied  a  con- 
fiderable  reward  to  any  who  would  bring  it  him 
a<?ain.     There  were  fui'picions  from  the  firft  of  its 
being  ftolen,  which  made  him  conclude  a  reward 
was  the  likelieft  method  of  getting  it  back :    Ac- 
cordingly,   foon  alter,    the   Mandarine   told  him, 
that  fome  of  his,    the  Mandarine^s,  people,    had 
found  the  top-maft,  defiring   the  Commodore  to 
fend  his  boats  to  fetch  it,  which   being  done,  the 
Mandarine's  people  received  the  promifed  reward  ; 
but  the  Commodore  told  the  Mandarine^  that  he 
would  make  him  a  prefent  befides  for  the  care  he 
had  taken  in  directing  it  to  be  fearched  for  ;  and 
accordingly,  Mr.  Anfon  gave  a  fum  of  money  to  his 
Linguift,  to  be  (delivered  to  the  Mandarine  -,    but 
the  Linguift  knowing  that  the  people  had  been 
pi\id,  and  ignorant  that  a  further  prefent  had  been 
promifed,    kept   the   money  himfelf:    However, 
the  Mandarine  fully  confiding  in  Mr.  Anfon\  word, 
and  fufpefting  the  Linguift,  he  took  occafion,  one 
morning,  to  admire  the  fize  of  the  Centurion's  mafts, 
and  thence,  on  a  pretended  fudden  recolledion,  he 
made  a  digreflion  to  the  top-maft  which  had  been 
loft,  and  afked  Mr.  Anfon  if  he  had  not  got  it  again. 
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Mr.  Aitfon  prefently  perceived  the  bent  of  tliiscon- 
vcrfatioii,  and  enquired  of  him  if  he  Iiail  not  re- 
ceived the  money  from  tlic  I  ".nf^uifl,  and  finding;; 
Jie  hud  not,  he  ofl*ereti  ro  ^xvj  it  him  upon  th ;  fpot. 
15ut  tliis  the  Manddrine  iituicw,  havin^.i;  now  fomc- 
what  m  )re  in  view  thiin  tiie  fum  wliicii  Ivid  been 
detained  :  l'"or  the  next  day  the  Linj^uill  v/as  feized, 
and  was  iloubtlcfs  muldcd.  of  all  he  had  plotter.  '»•.» 
the  Comniodore's  fervice,  wliich  was  funjx)fcd  to  be 
little  K  Is  than  two  thoufand  d(;ll>'.rs  •,  he  was  befides 
ib  kvcrcly  ballinadoed  with  tin*  bamboo,  that  it 
was  with  difficulty  he  efcaped  with  his  lii'e  -,  and 
when  he  was  upbraided,  by  the  Commodore  (to 
"whom  he  ui'tcrv/ards  c.me  begging)  with  his  iolly, 
in  rllquing  all  he  hadfuHered  for  filty  dollars,  (the 
prei'ent  intended  ior  the  Mnndr.riue)  he  had  no  other 
exeuie  to  mr.ke  tli;.n  tlie  flrong  bias  ot  his  Nation 
to  diihoneily,  replying,  in  I'is  broken  jargon,  Chi- 
nefe  'man  very  great  rogue  tnU}\  but  have  fapio)!^  no 
can  help. 

I',  were  endlefs  to  recount  all  the  artifices,  rxtor- 
tion.>  and  frauds  which  were  praclifed  on  the  Com- 
modore and  his  people,  by  tliis  interelle.l  rave. 
The  method  cf  buying  all  things  in  China  b.i->g  by 
weigiit,  the  tricks  made  ufe  of  by  the  Chine fe  to  in- 
creafe  the  weight  of  the  provifion  they  foki  to  the 
Cemuvion^  were  almoll  incredible.  One  time  a  huge 
quantity  ol  iowls  and  ducks  being  bought  i(.r  the 
Jliip's  ufe,  tliegreareft  part  of  them  |.refent[y  died. 
I'his  alarmed  the  people  on  board  wiLh  the  ajji^re- 
henfionsthat  they  had  been  killed  by  p(nfoni  l-uton 
examination  it  a})peared,  that  it  was  only  owing  to 
their  being  crammed  with  Hones  anc'  gravel  to  in- 
crr-^afe  their  weight,  the  quantity  thus  torccd  into 
moll  of  the  ducks  being  found  to  amount  to  ten 
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ounces  in  caeh.    The  hogs  too,  which  were  boiighc. 
ready  killed  ol  the  C/'/>/(?yHiiitehers,  had  water  in- 
je<5ted  into  them  ior  the  lame  purpofe  ;    fo  that  ^ 
carcafs,  hung  up  all  night  for  the  water  to  drain 
Irom  it,  hi'th  loll  above  a  ftone  of  its  weight  ;  and 
when  to  avoid  th'.s  ehcat,   the  hogs  were  bought 
alive,  it  was  found  that  the  Chi.'efs  gave  them  ialc 
to  increafe  tlic  ir  tlfu'll,  and  having  by  t'lis  means 
exciti'd   th  H]  to  drink  great  quantities  of  water, 
they  then  to(^k  meafures  to  prevent  them  from  dif- 
cliarging  it  again  by  urine,  and  ibid  the  tortured 
animal  m  this  in*^ated  (late.     When  the  Commo- 
dore rtrll  put  to  Tea  fr(>m  Macao,  tliey  pradlifed  aa 
nrtiiiee  of  another  kind  •,   for  as  the  Chincfi  never 
object  to  the  eating  of  any  food  that  dies  of  itfelf, 
they  torJv  care,  by  Ibme  fecret  pra6lices,  that  greaC 
part  of  his  live  fea-flore  fnould  die  in  a  Ihort  time 
after  it  was  put  on  board,  hoping  to  make  a  fccond 
piont  of  the  dead  carcalTes  which  they  expciled 
wc  uld  be  tlirown  overboard  ;  and  two  tiiirds  o!  the 
ho{.^s  civing  bttbre  the  Cenlumn  was  out  of  i'^ght  of 
laiiJ,  many  of  the  Chincfe  boats  i^Uowed  her,  only 
to  Viick  up  the  carricai.     I'hefe  inftances  may  ferve 
as   a  ibecimen  of  tiie  manners  of  this  celebrated 
Is ation,  ^vhich  is  often  recommended  to  the  reil  of 
tlie  workl  as  a  pattern  of  all  kinds  of  laudable  qua- 
lities.    Eat  to  return  : 

The  Coitimoclore,  towards  the  end  of  "^eptemhir^ 
having  found  out  (as  has  been  faid)  diat  thole, 
who  had  contraded  to  fupply  him  with  lea-provin- 
ons  Ar.'A  ilorei,  h.id  deceived  him,  and  that  th? 
Viceroy  iiait  net  knt  to  him  according  to  his  pro- 
jr.if;,  he  law  it  would  be  impoffible  for  him  to  fur- 
n^oup.t  the  cn-.baralnient  lie  was  under,  without 
eoin^  himfeif  to  Canton,  and  vifiting  the  Viceroy.; 
^     ^  and 
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ami  thcreforo,  on  the  27th  of  Sepf ember ^  he  fcnt  a 
nicfiagi"  to  the  Mandarine^  who  attcniled  the  Ccn- 
itiricn^  to  intorm  him  that  he,  the  Comniodore, 
inteiuicd,  on  the  rirll  oi  ()!-fohe}\  to  proceed  in  his 
bout  to  CatitoH  \  adthng,  that  the  tlay  atter  he  got 
there,  lie  ihould  notify  his  arrival  to  the  Viceroy, 
and  Ihuuld  defire  him  to  fix  a  time  for  his  audi- 
ence i  to  which  the  Miwdarhie  returned  no  other 
anfwer,  than  that  he  would  acquaint  the  Viceroy 
with  rlic  Commodore's  intentions.  In  the  mean 
time  all  things  were  prepared  for  this  expedition  : 
i\nil  the  boat's  crew  in  particular,  which  Mr.  An- 
fon  propofed  to  take  with  him,  were  cloathcd  in  an 
unitorm  drcfs,  refemblin!:;  that  of  the  Watermen 
on  tlu:  •Thames  \  they  v,(Te  in  number  eighteen  and 
a  Coxfwain  -,  they  had  icarlet  jackets  and  blue  filk 
v,aillco.its,  the  wliole  trimmed  with  filvcr  buttons, 
and  with  filver  badges  on  their  jackets  and  caps. 
As  it  w.is  apprehended,  and  even  alVerted,  that  the 
payment  of  the  cullomary  duties  for  the  Centiivicn 
■cn^i  her  pnze,  would  be  demanded  by  the  Regency 
ot  Cantoyu  and  would  be  infilled  on  previous  to 
the  granting  a  jv-rmifiion  for  viclualling  the  ihip 
for  her  future  voyage  \  the  Commodore,  who  was 
refoK'ed  never  to  eftablilh  fo  diflionourable  a  prece- 
dent, took  all  polTible  precaution  to  prevent  the 
Chmefc  from  facilitating  the  fuccefs  of  their  unrca- 
lc)nal)le  prctenfions,  by  having  him  in  their  power 
at  CarUon  :  And  therelore,  lor  the  feciirity  ot  kis 
iliip,  and  the  great  treaJiirc  on  boarii  her,  he  ap- 
pointed liis  lirlt  Lieutenant,  Mr.  Breit,  to  be  Cap- 
tain of  the  C^«/«no«  under  him,  giving  him  proj^er 
inibudions  tor  his  condud  -,  directing  him,  parti- 
cularly, if  he,  the  Commodore,  fhould  be  detain- 
ed at  Caption  on  account  of  the  duties  in  difpute,  to 
2  take 
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t.ike  out  the  inon  from  the  Ccmityion^  prize,  anti  to 
drilroy  her-,  and  then  to  proceed  down  the  river 
tliroucrh  the  lioaa  It^ns,.  with  tlie  CeHtunon  alone, 
anil  to  remain  wiiliout  that  entrance,  till  he  re- 
ceived i wrther  ortlers  from  Mr.  .■{>!{on. 

'I'hele  neceliury  lte})S  bein|<  taken,  whirh  were 
not  unkiTovvn  to  ihy  Chiii:'h\  it  lliould  kern  as  if 
their  deliberations  were  in  Ibme  fort  embara fed 
therel:)y.  It  i<;  reafonable  to  imagine,  that  they 
were  in  general  very  delirous  of  getting  the  duties 
to  be  paid  them  ^  not  perhaps  folely  in  coniideru- 
tion  ot  the  amount  of  thofe  t'.ues,  but  to  keep  up 
their  reputati(;n  for  addrefs  and  fubtlety,  and  to 
avoid  the  imputation  of  receding  froiii  cl.ams,  on 
which  they  iiad  already  fo  frequently  inlifted. 
However,  as  they  now  foreluW  tli.it  they  h.ul  n> 
other  method  of  fucceeding  than  by  violi.'nce,  and 
that  even  againil  this  the  Comniodore  was  pre- 
pared, they  were  at  1  aft  difpofed,  I  conrei\e,  to 
let  the  affair  drop,  rather  than  entangle  tlii  infclvcs 
in  an  holHle  mealiire,  which  thi^y  found  \v  .uHonly 
cxpoie  ihem  to  the  rifque  of  having  the  whoL^  na- 
vigation of  their  |X)rt  deltroyed,  witiiout  ..iry  cer- 
tain prof[)e6t  of  gaining  their  favourite:  point 
tiitieby. 

However,  thouo;h  there  is  rcafon  to  imao-inc  that 
rhefe  were  their  thoughts  at  that  tune,  yet  they 
could  rot  depart  at  once  from  the  evafive  concuft 
to  which  they  had  hitherto  adhered.  For  when  the 
Commodore,  on  the  morning  of  the  liril  of  O^o- 
hei\  was  'Tcpaiing  to  fct  out  for  Cainiton^  his  Lin- 
guilt  cauie  to  him  from  the  Mav.darme^  who  at- 
tended his  l}\ip,  to  teJl  him  that  a  letter  had  been 
received  Irom  the  Viceroy  of  Canton^  dehring  the 
Commodore  to  put  otf'his  going  thither  tor  tvvo  or 
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three  clays :  But  in  ihc  ;iittrn()on  of  the  liime  da/y 
anothiT  iani];uill  canic  on  board,  wiio,  with  mucl» 
fccmiiig  triglu,  tt)ld  Mr.  Anfnr.^  t!iat  the  Viceroy 
had  cxpfcccd  him  ii[)  that  ilay,  that  the  Council 
was  aUcniLlc-l,  and  the  troops  lud  been  Uiidcr  arms 
to  receive  him  -,  and  thit  the  Viceroy  was  highly 
ollended  at  the  liii'appointmenr,  anil  had  lent  \.\\z 
Commodore's  Lin^',uill  to  pril'on  chained,  fuppo- 
finf^  that  the  wiiole  had  been  owii^g  to  the  Lin- 
^'.'.ill's  nv'jj;hgence.  Tins  plaulible  tale  gave  the 
Coniino».lore  greit  concern,  and  made  'lim  ap[)re- 
hend  th  it  there  was  lomc  treachery  denL;!ied  him, 
>vhlch  he  could  not  yet  lathom  \  iind  tliougb.  it  af- 
terwards appeared  that  the  wiiole  Wus  a  I'iCli  mi,  n':t: 
one  article  of  it  having  the  Icalu  tou.i.'ati'jn,  y^jt; 
((or  reasons  bell  known  to  themfelves)  ttiis  tailliood 
was  fo  well  fu j'ported  by  the  arfiBccs  ol  the  Chinefe 
ivlcn'iants  at  Ctvilon  ;  tiiat,  th/ee  days  alcerwards, 
the  Commcxiore  received  a  UtKcr  (:giK'd  by  ;;11  the 
Jii[>crcargocs  oi"  the  Lu^Ujb  lhij>h  then  at  that  place, 
txTii'efilng  thtir  great  uneahnel's  at  what  had  hap- 
pened, and  intimating  their  fears  that  (onv:  infuic 
v/uuhl  be  oul.red  to  his  boat,  if  he  came  thither  be- 
Ibre  the  Viceroy  was  iuliy  I'atished  about  the  mii- 
take.  '1\>  this  letter  Mr.  Anfon  replied,  tliat  he 
did  not  b'.-lieve  tliere  had  i^een  any  millalve  ;  buu 
was  perfuaded  it  was  a  forgery  of  the  Chinejl'  to 
prevent  hir.  vifiting  the  Viceroy  \  that  theretore  he 
woukl  ceriainly  come  u{)  to  Canton  on  the  13th  oi 
05t(jhi'i\  coniitk-nt  that  t!ie  Chtncfc  woukl  not  dare 
to  oder  him  an  infuit,  as  well  knowing  it  would  bv 
properly  returned.  -     ... 

On  the  1  3tl\  of  OElober^  tliC  Commodore  conti- 
niiinf^  tirm  to  liis  relolution,  all  the  fupercargoc.s  ot 
tiic  hu^tijb^   Danijl.,    and  ii-'s^scdijlj   ihips  came   o\\ 
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l)oard  the  Centurion^  to  accompany  lilm  to  Cantcn^ 
for  which  place  he  let  out  in  his  barge  the  fame 
day,  attendeil  by  his  own  boats,  and  by  thofe  of 
the  trading  fhips,  whicli  on  this  occafion  camo  to 
form  liis  retinile  j  and  as  he  pafTed  by  fVampOy 
where  the  European  vefTels  lay,  he  was  faluted  by 
all  of  them  but  the  French,  and  in  the  evening  he 
arrived  fafely  at  Canton.  His  reception  at  that  city, 
and  the  moft  material  tranfaftions  from  hence- 
forward, till  his  arrival  in  Great-Britain^  Ihall  be 
the  fubjed  of  the  enfuing  chapter. 


CHAP.     X. 

Proceedings  at  the  city  of  Canton,  and  the  re- 
turn of  the  Centurion  to  Enghmd. 

WII  E  N  the  Commodore  arrived  nt  Canton, 
he  was  vilited  by  the  principal  Chinefe  Mer- 
rhar.ts,  who  affe(^ted  to  appear  very  much  plcaled 
that  he  had  met  with  no  obllrudiion  in  gcttin::;  tin- 
rlier,  and  who  thence  pretended  to  conclude,  that 
rhe  Viceroy  was  fatisfied  about  the  former  miftakc, 
the  reality  of  v/hich  they  Hill  infilled  on  ;  they  ad- 
ded, that  as  foon  as  the  Viceroy  fhould  be  inform- 
ed that  Mr.  ."Itifon  was  iiC  Ca:?'cn,  (which  they  pro- 
mifed  fhould  be  done  the  nt^xt  morning)  they  were 
perfuaded  a  day  would  be  imm.ediatcly  appointed 
for  the  vifit,  which  was  tiic  princi-.-'al  bufmefs  that 
had  brought  the  Commodore  thirher. 

The  next  day  the  Merchants  returned  to  Mr. 
Anfon,  and  told  him,  that  the  Viceroy  wis  then  fo 
fully  employed  in  preparing  his  dilbvitchcs  for  Pe- 
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hn^  that  cherc  was  no  getting  admittance  to  him 
for  ibme  days  ;    but  tiiat  they  had  engaged  one  oi 
the  officers  of  his  Court  to  give  them  information, 
as  foon  as  he  fhoukl  be  at  leifure,  when  tliey  pro- 
pofed  to  notify  Mr.  /Infon's  arrival,  and  to  endea- 
vour to  fix.  the  day  of  audience.     The  Commodore 
was  by  this  time  too  well  acquainted  with  their  ar- 
tifices, not  to  perceive  that  this  was  a  fallhood  ;. 
and  had  he  confultcd  only  his  own  judgment,  he 
would  have  applied  direftly  to  the  Viceroy  by  other 
hands :  But   the  Chimfe  Merchants  had  fo  far  pre- 
poflfeired  the  fupercargocs  of  our  iliips  with  chime- 
rical Icars,  that  they  (the  fupercargocs)  were  ex- 
tremely apprehenfive  of  being  embroiled  with  the 
(lovcrnment,  and  ot  fuffcring  in  their  intereft,  if 
thofe  mcalr.res  were  taken,  wliich  appeared  to  Mr. 
yinfon  at  that  time  to  be  the  moil  prudential  :  And 
therefore,  leall  the  malice  and  double-dealing  of 
the  Chiufje  miglit  have   given  rife  to  fome  finifter 
incident,   which  would  be   afterwards  laid  at  his 
door,  he  refolved  to  continue  pafTive,  as  long  as  it 
Ihould  apjx-ar  that  he  loll  no  time,  by  thus  fuf- 
pending   his  own  opinion.     With  this   view,    he 
promiled  not  to  take  any  immediate  llep  himfelf  for 
getting  admittance  to  die  Viceroy,  provided  tlic 
Chinefe^  with  whom  he  contracted  tor  provifions, 
would  let  him  fee  ttut  his  bread  was  baked,  liis 
meat  faltcd,  and  his  ilores  prepared  with  the  ur- 
moft  dilpatch ;  But  if  by  the  time  when  all  was  in 
readinels  to  be  fhipped  off,  (which  it  was  fuppoitd 
would  be  in  about  forty  days;  the  Mercliants  ihould 
not  have  procured  the  Viceroy's*  permiflion,  then 
the  Commodore  propofcd  to  apply  for  it  himfelf. 
Thefe  were  the  terms  Mr.  Jnfon  thought  proper  to 
offer,  to  tjuict  the  uneafincfs  of  the  fupercargoes  ; 
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and  liotwithftanding  the  apparent  equity  of  the 
conditions,  many  difiiculties  and  objedions  were 
urged  •,  nor  would  the  Chinefi  agree  to  them,  till 
the  Commodore  had  confentcd  to  pay  for  every  ar- 
ticle he  bcfpoke  before  it  was  put  in  hand.  IJow- 
ever,  at  lafl  the  contrad  being  paft,  it  was  fome 
latisfadlion  to  the  Commodore  to  be  certain  that 
his  preparations  were  now  going  on,  and  being 
himfelf  on  the  fpot,  he  took  care  to  haften  them 
as  much  as  pofiible. 

During  this  interval,  in  which  the  (lores  and 
provifions  were  getting  ready,  the  Merchants  con- 
tinually entertained  Mr.  Anfon  with  accounts  of 
their  various  endeavours  to  get  a  licence  from  the 
Viceroy,  and  their  frequent  difappointments  ; 
which  to  him  was  now  a  matter  of  amuiement,  as 
he  was  fully  flitisfied  there  was  not  one  word  of 
truth  in  any  thing  they  faid.  But  when  all  \v:y. 
compleated,  and  wanted  only  to  be  lliippec^,  v/hich 
was  about  the  24th  of  Noveml'er^  at  which  umv.  too 
the  N.  E.  monfoon  was  fet  in,  he  then  refolved  to 
apply  himfelf  to  theViceroy  to  demand  an  audience, 
as  he  was  perfuaded  that,  without  this  ceremony, 
the  procuring  a  permifTion  to  fend  his  flores  on 
board  would  meet  with  great  difficulty.  On  the 
24th  of  Novetnber,  therefore,  Mr.  Anfon  fent  one 
of  his  officers  to  the  Mandarine,  w^ho  commanded 
the  guard  of  the  principal  gate  of  the  city  of  Cm- 
ton,  with  a  letter  direded  to  the  Viceroy.  When 
this  letter  was  delivered  to  the  Mandarine^  he  re- 
ceived the  officer  who  brought  it  very  civilly,  and 
took  down  the  contents  of  it  in  Cbiiiefe,  and  pro- 
mifed  that  the  Viceroy  fliould  be  immediately  ac- 
quainted with  it  •,  but  told  the  officer,  ir  was  not 
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neccflary  for  him  to  wait  for  an  anfwer,  becaufe  a 
mtlTigc.  would  be  fent  to  the  Commodore  himfelt. 

On  this  occafion  Mr.  ylnfon  liad  been  under  great 
difficulties  about  a  proper  interpreter  to  fend  with 
his  officer,  as  he  was  well  aware  that  none  ot"  the 
Cbinrje^  iifually  employed  as  Linguifts  could  be  re- 
lied on  :  But  he  at  laft  prt  vaik-d  with  Mr.  Flint,  an 
Eu^lijh  Gfntldman  belonging  to  the,  fadory,  who 
fpoke  Chine fe  perlcclly  well,  to  accompany  his  of- 
licer.  This  perion,  who  upon  this  occafion  and 
many  others  was  of  fingular  fervice  to  the  Commo- 
dore, had  betn  left  at  Canton  when  a  youth,  by  the 
!:ne  Ca[)tain  Rigby.  The  leaving  him  there  to  learn 
tlie  Chinrjc  language  was  a  ftep  taken  by  that  Cap- 
tain, merely  from  his  own  pcrfuafion  of  th.e  great 
a  'vantages  which  the  Eajl- India  Company  might 
one  day  receive  from  an  Englijh  interpreter-,  and 
tlu/  tlie  utility  of  this  mtafurc  has  greatly  exceeded 
all  that  was  expcdcd  trom  it,  yet  I  have  not  heard 
that  it  has  been  to  this  day  imitated  :  But  we  im- 
prud'jntly  choolV  (rxcept  in  this  fingle  inftance)  to 
carry  on  the  vail  tranfadions  of  the  port  of  Can- 
Ion,  either  by  the  rid iculour.  jargon  of  broken  Eng 
liJJj^  which  fome  few  of  the  Chinefe  have  learnt,  or  by 
the  fufpedled  interpretation  of  the  Linguifts  of  oUiei 
Nations. 

I'wo  days  after  the  fending  the  above-mentioned 
letter,  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  fuburbs  of  Canton. 
On  the  firft  alarm,  Mr.  ylnfon  went  thither  with  his 
officer?,  and  his  boat's  crew,  to  aflift  the  GMnfe. 
When  he  came  there,  he  found  that  it  had  begun 
in  a  fai lot's  ihed,  and  that  by  the  (lightnefs  of  the 
buildings,  and  the  awkwardnefs  of  the  Chinefe.^  it  was 
getting  head  apace  :  But  he  perceived,  that  by  pull- 
ing down  fome  of  the  adjacent  flieds  it  might  eafily  he 
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extinguilhed  j  and  particularly  obferving  that  it  was 
running  along  a  wooden  cornifh,  which  would  foon 
communicate  it  to  a  great  diftance,  he  ordered  his 
people  to  begin  witli  tearing  away  thatcornifli  ;  this 
was  prefently  attempted,  and  would  have  been  foon 
executed  -,  but,  in  the  mean  time,  he  was  told, 
that,  as  there  was  no  Mandarine  there  to  dire(5l  what 
was  to  be  done,  the  Chinefe  would  make  him,  the 
Commodore,  anfwerable  foi-  whatever  Ihould  be 
pulled  down  by  his  orders.  On  this  his  people  de- 
fifted  •,  and  he  fent  them  to  the  Enghjh  fa(51:ory,  to 
aflift  in  fecuiing  the  Company's  trealurc  and  elTeds, 
as  it  was  eafy  to  forefee  that  no  diftance  was  a  pio- 
teftion  againft  the  rage  of  luch  a  fire,  where  fo  little 
was  done  to  put  a  ftop  to  it ;  h)r  all  this  time  the 
Chinese  contented  thcmfelvts  with  viewing  it,  and 
now  and  then  holding  one  of  their  idols  near  ir, 
which  they  fcemed  to  expeft  Ihould  check  its  pro- 
grefs  :  However,  at  laft,  a  Mandarine  came  out  of 
the  city,  attended  by  four  or  five  hundred  fiicineri : 
Thefe  made  fome  feeble  efforts  to  pull  down  the 
neighbouring  houfes  •,  but  by  this  time  the  fire  had 
greatly  extended  itfelf,  and  was  got  amongft  the 
Merchants  warehoufes  ;  and  the  Chinefe  firemen, 
wanting  both  fkill  and  fpirit,  were  incapable  of 
checking  its  violence  •,  fo  that  its  fury  encreafed  up- 
on them,  and  it  was  feared  the  whole  city  would  be 
deftroyed.  In  this  general  confufion  the  Viceroy 
himfelf  came  thither,  and  the  Commodore  was 
fent  to,  and  was  entreated  to  afford  his  affiflance, 
being  told  that  he  might  take  any  meafures  he 
Ihould  think  moft  prudent  in  the  prefent  emergency. 
And  now  he  went  thither  a  fecond  time,  carrying 
with  him  about  forty  of  his  people  \  who,  upon 
this  occafton, exerted  themfelves  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
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ill  that  country  w.is  altogether  without  example  5 
For  they  were  rather  animated  than  deterred  by 
the  Hames  and  falling  buildings,  amongtl  which 
they  wrought  •,  lb  that  it  was  not  uncommon  to 
iee  t!\e  moft  forward  of  them  tumble  to  the  ground 
on  the  roofs,  and  amidft  the  ruins  of  houfes,  which 
their  own  efforts  brought  down  with  them.  By 
their  boldncfs  aiul  adl:ivity  the  fire  was  foon  ex- 
tinguiflicd,  to  the  amazement  of  the  C7';>/f/t' ;  and 
th.e  building  being  all  on  one  floor,  and  the  mate- 
rials flight,  the  feamen,  notwithdanding  their  da- 
ring behaviour,  hapjrily  efcaped  with  no  other  in- 
juries, than  fome  confiderable  bruifes. 

I'he  fire,  though  at  lail  thus  luckily  extinguifli- 
cd,  did  great  mifchief  during  the  time  it  con- 
tinued i  for  it  confumed  an  hundred  fliops  and 
eleven  flreets  full  of  warehoufcs,  fo  that  the 
damage  amounted  to  an  immenfe  fum  i  and  one 
cf  the  Cbinefe  Merchants,  well  known  to  the 
Er.glijh^  whole  name  was  Sttccoy^  was  fuppofed, 
tor  his  own  fliare,  to  have  loft  near  two  hundred 
thoufand  pound  Ikrling.  It  raged  indeed  with 
unufual  violence,  for  in  many  of  the  warehoufes, 
there:  were  large  quantities  of  camphire,  which 
greatly  added  to  its  fury,  and  produced  a  column 
of  exceeding  white  flame,  which  fliot  up  into  the 
air  to  fuch  a  ])rodigious  height,  that  the  flame  it- 
iclf  was  plainly  ktw  on  board  the  Centuiiorty  tho* 
Ihe  v.as  thirty  miles  diitant. 

Whilft  the  Commodore  and  his  people  were 
labouring  at  the  fire,  and  the  terror  of  its  be- 
coming general  fl:ill  poflTeffed  the  whole  city,  feve- 
ral  of  the  moil  conflderable  Cbinefe  Merchants 
came  to  Mr.  Anfon^  to  deflre  that  he  would  let 
each  of  tliem  have  one  of  his  ibldiers  (for  fuch 
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they  ftiled  his  boat's  crew  from  the  uniformity 
of  their  drefs )  to  guard  their  warehoufes  and 
dwelling  -  houfes,  which,  from  the  known  dif- 
honelty  of  the  populace,  they  feared  would  be 
pillaged  in  the  tumult.  Mr.  Anfon  granted  them 
this  requeft  j  and  all  the  men  that  he  thus  furnilh- 
ed  to  the  Chinefi  behaved  greatly  to  the  fatisfadion 
of  their  employers,  who  afterwards  highly  ap- 
plauded tiieir  great  diligence  and  fidelity. 

By  this  means,  the  refolution  of  the  Engliflj  at 
the  fire,  and  their  truftinefs  and  pundtuality  elfe- 
where,  was  the  general  fubjeft  of  converfation 
amongft  the  Chinefe  :  And,  the  next  morning, 
many  of  the  principal  inhabitants  waited  on  the 
Commodore  to  tliank  him  for  his  afliftancci  frank- 
ly owning  to  him,  that  they  could  never  have  ex* 
tinguiflied  the  fire  of  themfelvcs,  and  that  he  had 
faved  their  city  from  being  totally  confumed.  And 
foon  after  a  melTagc  came  to  the  Commodore  from 
the  Viceroy,  appointing  the  30th  of  November  for 
his  audience  ;  which  fudden  refolution  of  the  Vice- 
roy, in  a  matter  that  had  been  lb  long  agitated  in 
vain,  was  alfo  owing  to  the  fignal  fervices  per- 
tormed  by  Mr.  Anfon  and  his  people  at  the  fire,  of 
which  the  Viceroy  himlelf  had  been  in  fome  mea- 
fure  an  eye-witnefs.  . 

The  fixing  this  bufinefs  of  the  audience,  was, 
on  all  accounts,  a  circumftance  which  Mr.  Anfon 
was  much  pleafed  with ;  as  he  was  fatisfied  that 
the  Chinefe  Government  would  not.  have  deter- 
mined this  point,  without  liaving  agreed  among 
themfelves  to  give  up  their  pretenfions  to  the  du- 
ties they  claimed,  and  to  grant  him  all  he  could 
reafonably  aik  ;  for  as  they  well  knew  the  Com- 
modore's fentiments,  it  would  have  been  a  piece 
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of  impruJcncf,  not  conriftcnt  with  the  refined 
cunning  of  the  Ckincfe^  to  have  admitted  him  to 
an  a'ldience,  only  to  have  contefled  with  him. 
And  tluMcfcn-c,  being  himfelf  perfectly  eafy  about 
the  refult  of  his  vifit,  he  made  all  necelTary  pre- 
parations againll  the  day  ;  and  engaged  Mr.  hlint^ 
whom  1  have  mentioned  before,  to  a6f  as  inter- 
preter in  the  conference  :  Who,  in  this  affair,  as 
ill  all  others,  acquitted  himfelf  much  to  the  Com- 
modore's fatisfidion  \  repeating  with  great  bold- 
nefs,  and  doubtlefs  with  exadnels,  all  that  was 
given  in  charge,  a  part  which  no  Chinefe  Linguift 
would  ever  have  performed  with  any  tolerable 
fidelity. 

At  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  on  the  day  ap- 
pointed, a  Miwdarwe  came  to  the  Commodore,  to 
let  him  know  that  the  Viceroy  v/.is  reaJy  to  re- 
ceive him  •,  on  which  the  Commotlore  and  his  re- 
tinue immediately  fet  out  :  And  as  foon  as  he  en- 
tered the  outer  gate  of  the  city,  he  found  a  guard 
of  two  hundred  foldiers  drawn  up  rjady  to  attend 
him  ;  thefe  conduced  Ixim  to  the  great  parade  be- 
l'v)re  the  Emperor's  palace,  where  the  Viceroy  then 
refidcd.  In  this  parade,  a  body  of  troops,  to  the 
luimber  of  ten  thoufand,  were  drawn  up  under 
;;rms,  and  made  a  very  fine  appearance,  being  all 
of  them  new  cloathed  for  this  ceremony  :  And 
Mr.  Anfon  and  his  retinue  having  pafTed  through 
the  middle  of  them,  he  was  then  conduced  to  the 
great  hall  of  audience,  where  he  found  the  Vice- 
roy feated  under  a  rich  cano[)y  in  the  Emperor's 
chair  of  State,  with  all  his  Council  of  Mandarines 
attending  :  Here  there  was  a  vacant  feat  prepared 
for  the  Commodore,  in  which  he  was  placed  on  his 
arrival  :    He  was  ranked  the  third  in  order  frou^ 
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the  Viceroy,  there  being  above  him  only  the  Head 
of  the  I  .aw,   ant!  of  the  Treufury,    wliO   in  the 
Chincfc  Government   take   place    of   all    military 
ofHccrs.      When  the  Commodore  was  feated,  he 
ail'JrefTL'd  himfclf  to  the  Viceroy  by  liis  interpreter 
a:id  began  with  reciting  the  various  methods  he  had 
formerly  t;ikcn  to  get  an  audience  •,  addino-,  that 
he  im|niteJ  the  delays  he  had  met  with,   to  the 
Jnfinccrity  of  thole  lie  had  employed,    and  that 
he  had  therefore  no  other  means  left,  than  to  fend 
as  he  had  done,  his  own  officer  with  a  letter  to  the 
gate.     On  the  mention  of  this  the  Viceroy  flopped 
the  interpreter,  and  bid  him  afllire  Mr.  yjnfon^  that 
the  firft  knowledge  they  had  of  his  being  at  Canton^ 
was  from  that  letter.     Mr.  Jnjm  then  proceeded, 
and   told  him,    that  the  fubieets  of  tiie  Kino-  of 
Great-Eritnin  trading  to  Omia  had  comi)lained  to 
him,    the  Commodore,    of  the  vexatious  impofi- 
tions  both  of  the  Merchants  and  inferior  Culiom- 
houfe  officers,  to  v/hich   tlicy  were  frequently  ne- 
cellitated  to  fubmit,  by  reafon  (jf  the  difficulty  of 
getting  accefs  to  the  Mandarines^  who  alune  could 
grant  them  redrefs  :  That  it  was  his,  Mr.  Jnfon's, 
duty,  as  an  officer  of  the  King  of  Greai-Erniain, 
to  lay  before  the  Viceroy  thefe  grievances  of  the 
Britifi)  fubjedls,  which  he  hop.cd  the  Viceroy  would 
take  into  confideration,    and  would  give  orders, 
that  for  the  future  there  fhould  be  no  juft  reafon 
for  complaint.     Here  Mr.  Anfon  paufed,  and  wait- 
ed fome  time  in  expeftation  of  an  anfwcr ;    but 
nothing  being  faid,  he  afked  his  interpreter  if  he 
v/as  certain  the  Viceroy  imdcrftood  what  he  had 
urged  j  the  interpreter  told  him,  he  was  certain 
it  was  underftood,  but  he  believed  no  reply  would 
be  made  to  it.     Mr.  Jnfon  then  reprefented  to  the 
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Viceroy  tlic  cafe  of  the  fhip  Hajlingfield^  which, 
having  been  difmailed  on  the  coall  of  China^  had 
arrived  in  the  river  of  Canton  but  a  few  days  be- 
fore. The  people  on  board  this  velTcl  had  been 
great  fufi'erers  by  the  fire  ;  the  Captain  in  particu- 
lar had  all  his  goods  burnt,  and  had  loft  befides, 
in  the  confufion,  a  cheft  of  treafure  of  four  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  TaheU  which  was  fuppofed  to  be 
ftolen  by  the  Chincfe  boat-men.  Mr.  /infon  there- 
fore defircd  that  the  Captain  might  have  the  afilft- 
ance  of  the  Government,  as  it  was  apprehended 
the  money  could  never  be  recovered  without  the 
interpofition  of  the  Mandarines.  And  to  this  re- 
queft  the  Viceroy  made  anfwer,  that  in  fettling  the 
Emperor's  cuftoms  for  that  ihip,  fome  abatement 
fhould  be  made  in  confideration  of  her  ioflcs.  ^ 
And  now  the  Commodore  having  difpatched  the 
buPnefs  with  which  the  ofBcers  of  the  Eaft- India 
Company  had  entrufted  him,  he  entered  on  his  own 
affairs  ;  acquainting  the  Viceroy,  that  the  proper 
feafon  was  now  fet  in  for  returning  to  Europe^  and 
that  he  waited  only  for  a  licence  to  fhip  off  his 
provifions  and  Itores,  whicji  were  all  ready  i  and 
that  as  foon  as  this  fhould  be  granted  him,  and 
he  fhould  have  gotten  Ms  necefiaries  on  board,  he 
intended  to  leave  the  river  of  Canton^  and  to  make 
the  beft  of  his  way  for  Englaml.  The  Viceroy 
replied  to  this,  that  the  licence  fhould  be  imme- 
diately ifTued,  and  tliat  every  thing  fhould  be  or- 
dered on  board  the  following  day.  And  finding 
tliat  Mr.  Jnfon  had  nothing  father  to  infill  on, 
the  Viceroy  continued  the  converfation  for  fome 
time,  acknowledging  in  very  civil  terms  how 
much  the  Chinefe  were  obliged  to  him  for  his  fig- 
nal  IxTvices  at  the  fire,  and  owning  that  he  had 
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faved  tlie  city  from  being  deftroyed  :  A  id  then 
obferving  that  the  Centurion  had  been  a  good  while 
on  their  coaft,  he  clofed  his  clircour<e,  by  wifhing 
the  Commodore  a  good  voyage  to  Europe.  After 
which,  the  Commodore,  thanking  him  for  his 
civiUty  and  alTiftance,  took  his  leave. 

As  foon  as  the  Commodore  was  out  of  the  hall 
of  audience,    he  was  much  prefled  to  go  into  a 
neighbouring  apartment,  where  there  was  an  en- 
tertainment provided ;    but  finding,  on  enquiry, 
that  the  Viceroy  himfelf  was  not  to  he  prefent, 
he  declined  the  invitation,  and  departed,  attendea 
in  the  fame  manner  as  at  his  arrival  \  only  at  his 
leaving  the   city  he  was  faluted  by  three  guns, 
which  are  as  many  as  in  that  country  are  ever  fired 
on  any  ceremony.     Thus  the  Commodore,  to  his 
great  joy,  at  laft  finilhed  this  troublefome  aflfair, 
which,  for  the  preceding  four  months,  had  given 
him   great   difquietude.      Indeed   he  was  highly 
pleafed  with  procuring  a  licence  for  the  Ihipping 
of  his  ftorcs  and  provifions  i  for  thereby  he  was 
enabled  to  return  to  Great-Britain  with  the  firft  of 
the  monlbon,  and  to  prevent  all  intelligence  of  his 
being  expeded  :  But  this,  though  a  very  impor- 
tant point,  was  not  the  circumftance  which  gave 
him  the  greateft   fatisfadion  \    for  he  was  more 
particularly  attentive  to  the  authentic   precedent 
eftablifhed  on  this  occafion,  by  which  his  Majefty's 
Ihips  of  war  are  for  the  future  exempted  from  all 
demands  of  duty  in  any  of  the  ports  of  China. 

In  purfuance  of  the  promifes  of  the  Viceroy, 
the  provifions  were  begun  to  be  fent  on  board  the 
day  after  the  audience  -,  and,  four  days  after,  the 
Commodore  embarked  at  Canton  for  the  Centurion ; 
and,  on  the  7th  of  December,  the  Centurion  and  her 
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prize  unmourcJ,  anvl  ftood  down  the  river,  [uflin^ 
through  the  I)oaa  Tigris  oii  the  rorli.    And  on  this 
occafion  I  mult  obfer\e,  that  the  C/jinefe  had  taken 
care  to  man   the  two  forts,    en  eac:l\  fide  of  that 
paflage,    with  as   many   men   as  they   could  well 
contain,    thj    grcateil    part   of  t!iem  armed  witli 
pikes  and  match-lock  mufqu.'ts.     Theie  garrifons 
ani'L-bed  to  Hk-.v  themlelves  as  much  as  pofiible  to 
the  lliips,  and  v/erc  doubtkfs  intended  to  induce 
Mr.  yinfcjt  to  think  more  reverently  than  he  had 
hitherto  done  cf  the  Chivrfe  military  power  :    For 
this  purpofc  thiy  were  equipped  with  much  pa- 
rade, having  a  great  number  of  colours  expofed 
to  view ;    and  on   the  caftlc  in   particular  there 
were  laid  confiderable  heaps  of  large  Hones  •,  and 
a  foldier  of  unufual  fize,  drefled  in  very  Tightly 
armour,  ftalkt  about  on  the  parapet  with  a  battle- 
ax  in  his  hand,  endeavouring  to  put  on  as  impor- 
tant and  martial  an  ;ur  as  pofiible,   though  fome 
of  the  obftrvcrs  on  board  the  Center  ion  flirevv'tllv 
fufpeihed,  from  the  appearance  of  his  armour,  that 
inllead  of  ftecl,  it  was  compc/ed  only  ol  a  par- 
ticular kind  of  glittering  paper. 

The  Centurion  and  her  prize  being  now  without 
the  river  of  Canton^  and  confequently  upon  the 
point  of  leaving  the  Chinefc  iurifdi(^ion,  I  beg 
leave,  before  I  quit  all  mention  of  the  Chinefe 
affairs,  to  fubjoin  a  few  remarks  on  the  difpofition 
and  genius  of  that  extraordinary  people.  And 
though  it  may  be  fuppofed,  that  obfervations  made 
at  Canton  only,  a  ^  lace  fituated  in  the  corner  of  tlic 
Fmpire,  are  very  impcrfeft  materials  on  which  to 
found  any  general  concl ufions,  yet  as  thofe  who 
have  had  opportunities  of  examining  the  inner  parts 
of  the  countiy,  have  been  evidently  infiuciiccd  by 
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very  ridiculous  prepofTemons,  and  a«?  the  tranf- 
iiftions  of  Mr.  /iv,fon  wi:h  the  Regency  of  Canton 
were  of  an  uncommon  nature,  in  which  many 
circumftances  occurred,  different  perhaps  from 
any  which  have  happened  before,  I  hope  the  fol- 
lowmg  refiedtions  many  of  them  drawn  from 
thcfe  incidents,  will  not  be  altogether  unacceptable 
to  the  reac!er. 

That  the  Chiuefe  are  a  very  ir.gcnious  and  in- 
dullrious  people,  is  lliihci.ntly  evinced,  from  the 
gi-cat  number  of  curious  manufactures  whicii  arc 
eltabliflied  amongll  tlicm,  and  which  are  eagerly 
fought  for  by  the  moil:  diilmt  nations ;    but  tho* 
il<ill  in  the  handicraft  arts  fcems  to  be  the  mofl:  im- 
})ortant  qualification  of  tliis  peo-.^le,  yet  their  ta- 
lents therein  are   but  of  a  fu.(.nd-rate  kind  ;  for 
thty  are  much  out-done  b.y  i\\^  Japaaefd  In  thofe 
manuiaftures,  which  are  commun  to  both  coun- 
tries j    and  they  arc  in  numerous   inrcances  inca- 
pable of  rivalling  x\it  mechanic  dexterity  (;f  the 
liuropcdm.    Indeed,  their  principal  excellency  fcems 
to  be  imitation ;  and  they  accordingly  labour  under 
that  poverty  of  genius,  which  conftantly  attends 
all  Tervjle  imitators.     This  is  moft  confpicuous  in 
works  which  require  great  truth  and  accuracy  ;  as 
\n  clocks,  watches,  fire-arms,  ^c.  for  in  all  theie, 
though  they  car;  copy  the  different  parts,  and  can 
lorni   fome  refemblance  of  the   whole,    yet  they 
never  could  arrive  at  fuch  a  juftnefs  in  their  fabric, 
as  was  necelTary  to  produce  the  de fired  effed.    And 
it  we  pafs  from  their  manufactures  to  artills   of 
a  fuperior  clafs,    as  painters,    ftatuaries,    i^c.    in 
thcfe  matters  they  feem  to  be  llill  more  defecitivc, 
their  painters,  though  very  numerous  and  in  great 
elteem,  rarely  fucceeding  in  the  drawing  or  colour- 
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iiig  of  human  figures,  or  in  the  grouping  of  large 
rompofitions  •,  anil  though  in  flowers  and  birds 
their  performances  are  much  more  admired,  yet 
even  in  thefe,  fome  part  of  the  merit  is  rather  to 
be  imputed  to  the  native  brightnefs  and  excellency 
of  the  colours,  than  to  the  fkill  of  the  painter  i  fmce 
it  is  very  unufual  to  fee  the  light  and  Ihade  juftly 
and  naturally  handled,  or  to  find  that  cafe  and 
grace  in  the  drawing,  which  are  to  be  met  with 
in  the  works  of  European  artifts.  In  Ihort,  there 
is  a  ftififnel's  and  minutenefs  in  moft  of  the  Cbinefe 
produdions,  which  are  extremely  difpleafing  :  And 
it  may  pcrliaps  be  aflerted  with  great  truth,  that 
thefe  defeds  in  their  arts  are  entirely  owing  to  the 
peculiar  turn  of  the  people,  amongil  whom  no- 
thing great  or  fpirittnl  is  to  be  met  with. 

If  we  next  examine  the  Chinefe  literature,  (taking 
our  accounts  from  the  writers,  who  have  endea- 
voured to  reprefent  it  in  the  moft  favourable  light) 
we  Ihall  find,  that  on  this  head  their  obftinacy  and 
nbfurdity  are  moft  wonderful  :  For  though,  for 
many  ages,  they  have  been  furroundcd  by  nations, 
to  whom  the  ufe  of  letters  was  familiar,  yer  they, 
the  Chinefe  alone,  have  hitherto  neglcd  to  avail 
tlicmfelves  of  that  almoft  divine  invention,  and 
have  continued  to  adhere  to  the  rude  and  inarti- 
licial  method  of  reprefenting  words  by  arbitrary 
marks ;  a  method,  which  neceflarily  renders  the 
number  of  their  chaiadcrs  too  great  for  human 
memory  to  manage,  makes  writing  to  be  an  art 
that  requires  prodigious  application,  aiid  in  which 
no  man  can  be  otherwife  than  partially  fkilled  j 
whilft  all  reading,  and  underftanding  of  what  is 
written,  is  attended  with  infinite  obfcurity  and 
confufion  •,  for  the  connexion  between  thefe  marks, 
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and  the  words  they  reprefcnt,  cannot  be  retained  in 
books,  but  nuilt  be  delivered  down  from  age  to 
age  by  oral  tradition  :    And  how  uncertain  this 
mull  prove  in  fuch  a  complicated  fubjeft,  is  fuffi- 
ciently  obvious  to  thofe  who  have  attended  to  the 
variation  which  all  verbal  relation";  undergo,  when 
they  are  tranfinitted  through  three  or  four  hands 
only.     Hence  it  is  eafy  to  conclude,  that  the  hif- 
tory  and  inventions  of  pad  ages,  recorded  by  thefc 
perplexed  fymbols,  mull  frequently  prove  unintel- 
ligible •,  and  confequently  the  learning  and  boafted 
antiquity  of  the  Nation  mull,  in  numerous  inftan- 
ces,  be  extremely  problematical. 

But  we  are  told  by  fomc  of  the  MifTionaries, 
that  though  the  Ikill  of  the  Chhiefc  in  fcience  is  in- 
deed much  inferior  to  that  of  tiie  Europeans^    yet 
the  morality  and  juftice  taught  and  pra(5lifed  by 
them  are  moll  exemplary.     And  from  the  defcrip- 
tion  given  by  fome  of  thefe  good  faiiTcrr,    one 
fhould  be  induced  to  believe,  that  the  whole  Em- 
pire was  a  well-governed  affe<5tionate  family,  where 
the  only  contefts  were,  who  Ihould  exert  the  mod 
humanity  and  beneficence  :  But  our  preceding  rc- 
htion  of  the  behaviour  of  the  Magiflrates,  Mer- 
chants and  Tradefmen  at  Canton^  fufficiently  refutes 
thefe  jcfuitical  fidlions.     And  as  to  their  theories  of 
morality,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  fpecimens  ex- 
hibited in  the  works  of  the  Miflionaries,  we  Ihall 
find  them  folely  employed  in  recommending  ridi- 
culous attiichments  to  certain  immaterial  points, 
inftcad  of  difcuflTmg  the  proper  criterion  of  human 
ai'^ions,  and  regulating  tlie  general  condu6l  of  man- 
kind to  one  another,  on  reafonable  and  equitable 
principles.    Indeed,  the  only  pretenfion  of  the  Chi- 
nefe to  a  more  refined  morality  than  their  neigh- 
hours 
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Iwm  is  founded,  not  on  thcii*  integrity  or  benefi- 
cence, but  iolcly  on  the  aiTcfted  evcnncfs  of  their 
dcmeanor,  and  their  conlbnt  attention  to  fupprefs 
all  fyinptoms  of  paflion  and  violence.  But  it  mufl 
be  confidercd,  that  hypocrify  and  fraud  are  often 
not  lefs  rnifchicvous  t,j  ihe  g.'ncral  intereflfi  of  man- 
"kiiid,  than  impetuofity  and  vehemence  of  temper  : 
Since  thefc,  though  ufually  liable  to  the  imputa- 
tion of  imprudence,  do  not  exckice  fincerity,  be- 
nevolence, refolution,  nor  many  other  laudable 
qualities.  And  perhaps,  if  this  matter  was  exa- 
mined to  the  bottom,  it  would  appear,  that  the 
calm  and  patient  turn  of  the  Chincfe^  on  which  they 
fo  much  value  themfclvcs,  and  which  diftingiiifhes 
the  Nation  from  all  others,  is  in  reality  the  fourre 
of  the  moft  exceptionable  part  of  their  chara-iler  -, 
for  it  h?s  been  often  obferved  by  thofe  who  have 
attended  to  the  nature  of  mankind,  that  it  is  (\\?n- 
cult  to  curb  the  more  rol)uft  and  violent  paffions, 
without  augmenting,  at  the  fame  time,  the  force 
of  the  ftUifli  ones  :  So  that  the  timidity,  dilTimu- 
lation,  and  diflionefty  of  the  Cfyinefe,  may,  in  fome 
fort,  be  owing  to  the  compofure,  and  external  de- 
cency, fo  univerfally  prevailing  in  that  Empire. 

Thus  much  for  the  general  difpofition  of  the  peo- 
ple :  But  I  cannot  difmifs  this  fubjeft,  without  add- 
ing a  few  words  about  the  Chinefe  Government,  that 
too  having  been  the  fubjecl:  of  boundlcfs  panegyric. 
And  on  this  he.id  I  mull  obfcrve,  that  ihe  far'our- 
able  accounts  often  given  of  their  prudent  regula- 
tions for  the  adminiftration  of  their  domeftic  affairs, 
are  fufficiently  confuted  by  tncir  tranfa6lions  with 
Mr.  ylnfoTi :  I'or  we  have  fcen  that  their  Magidrates 
are  corrupt,  their  pt ople  thievilh,  and  their  tribu- 
nals 'ratty  and  venal.     Nor  is  tlie  conllitution  of 
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the  Empire,  or  the  general  orders  of  the  State  Icfs 
liable  to  exception :   Since  that  form  of  Govern- 
ment, which  does  not  in  the  firft  place  provide  for 
the  fccurity  of  the  public  againft  the  enterprizes  of 
foreign  powers,  is  certainly  a  mod  defe£bi\  e  infti- 
tution  :    And  yet  this  populous,  this  rich  and  ex- 
tenfive  country,  fo  pompouily  celebrated  for  its  re- 
fined wifdom  and  policy,  was  conquered  about  an 
age  fince  by  an  handful  of  Tnrtars ;  and  even  noWj 
by  the  cowardice  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  want 
of  proper  military  regulations,  it  continues  expofed 
Hot  only  to  the  attempts  of  any  potent  State,  but  to 
the  ravages  of  every  petty  Invader.     I  haVe  already 
obferved,  on  occafion  of  the  Commodore's  difputes 
with  the  Chinefe^    that  the  Ceniurion  alone  was  an 
overmatch  for  all  the  naval  pov/er  or  that  Empire  : 
This  perhaps  may  appear  an  extiaordinr.iy  pofition ; 
but  to  render  it  unqueftionablc,  there  is  cxhibi'.ed 
in  the  forty-fecond  plate  the  draught  of  two  of  the 
veflels  made  ufe  of  by  the  Cbhicfe.     The  nif;  of 
thefe  marked  (A)-  is  a  junk  of  about  a  hutuh-ed 
and  twenty  tuns  burthen,    and  v.^is  what  the  C>;> 
iurion  hove  down  by  •,    thefe  arc  mr^  vSc^  •'•!  the 
great  rivers,  though  they  fometimes  ferve  for  fmall 
coafting  voyages  :  The  ether  junk  mprkcd  (B)  is 
about  two  hundred  and  eighty  tu  :s  burthen,  and  is 
of  the  fame  form  with  thofe  in  n  'hich  they  tra.^'e  to 
Cochincbina^  Manila^  Eaiavta  and  '^'•*>^r'    though 
fome  of  their  trading  vcffels  arc  of  a  nivdi  larger 
fize  i  its  head,  which  is  reprcfented  at  (C)  is  per- 
fedly  flat ;    and  when  the  veflel  is  deep  l.idcn,  the 
fccond  or  third  plank  of  this  fiat  furface  is  of'^-tlmes 
tinder  water.     The  malls',   fiils,    and  rigging  of 
thefe  velTels  are  ruder  than  their  built  -,    lor  their 
maiis  are  made  of  trees,  no  otherwifc  falhioncd 
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Vhan  by  baricing  them,  and  lopping  ofF  their  brail'* 
chcs.     Each  maft  has  only  two  Ihrowds  made  of 
twiiled  rattan,  which  arc  often  both  Ihiftcd  to  the 
wcather-fidc  -,  and  the  halyard,  when  the  yard  is 
Wp,  fcrvcs  inftead  of  a  tliird  fliroud.     The  fails  arc 
fiiadc  of  matt,  ftrengtliened  every  three  feet  by  an 
horizontal'rib  of  bamboo  •,  they  run  upon  the  mai> 
with  hoops,  as  is  reprefented  in  the  fig\irc,  and 
when  they  arc  lowered  down,  they  fuld  upon  the 
deck.     Thcfc  merchantmen  carry  no  cannon  5  and 
it  appears,  from  this  whole  dcfcription,  that  they 
are  utterly  incapable  of  rcfifting  any  European  armed 
veflfel.     Nor  is  the  State  provided  wish  flsips  ot 
conddcfable  force,  or  of  a  better  fabric,  to  protcd 
them  :    For  sit  Canitn^  where  doubtleis  their  prin- 
cipal naval  power  is  ftationed,  we  faw  ho  more 
than  four  men  of  war  junlcs,  of  about  three  hundreii 
tuns  burthen,  being  of  the  make  already  defcribeJ, 
and  mounted  Only  with  eight  or  ten  guns,  the 
largeft  of  which  did  not  exceed  a  four  pounder. 
This  may  fuffice  to  give  an  idea  of  the  defencelels 
flatc  of  the  Cbinefe  Empire.     But  it  is  time  to  re- 
turn to  the  Commodore,  whom  I  left  with  his  two 
Ihips  without  tlie  B6cca  Tigm  •»   and  who,   on  the 
1 2th  of  Dec^m&eTj  anchored  before  the  town  of 

Whilft  the  (hips  jay  here,  the  Merchants  of  M? 
cao  finilhcd  their  agreement  lor  the  galcort,  for 
which  they  h;id  offered  6000  dollars  ;  this  was 
fiiuch  (hort  of  her  value,  biit  the  impatience  oi 
th«  Commodore  to  get  to  fca,  to  which  thc'mcr- 
chams  were  no  ih'angers;  prompt-d  them  to  infill 
on  fo  vmcqual  a  bargain.  Mr.  yinfin  hiid-leaiHt 
fnouf^h  irom  the  Englijh  at  Canton  to  conje»5li;io, 
tha*  the  war  betwixt  Great-Britain  and  >^^:n':f  was 
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((ill    continued  •,    and  that  probably  the  Prsnch 
might  engage  in  the  afTiftance  of  Spain^  before  he 
could  arrive  in  Great-Britain  \  andthcretbre,  know- 
ing that  no  intelHgcnce  could  get  to  Eurcpe  of  the 
prize  he  had  taken,  and  the  treafure  he  had  on 
board,  till  the  return  of  the  merchantmen  from 
Canton^  he  was  rdblved  to  make  all  pofltble  expe- 
dition in  getting  back,  that  he  might  be  himfelf 
the  lirft  meffcnger  of  his  own  good  fortune,  and 
might  thereby  prevc^ii.  the  enemy  from  forming 
any  projedts  to  intercept  him  :   For  thefe  reafons, 
ke,  to  avoid  all  delay,  accepted  of  the  fiim  offered 
for  the  galeon  ^  ^nd  ihe  being  delivered  to  the 
Merchants  the  15th  of  Becembtr  174^,  the  Centu- 
riofft  the  iame  day,  got  under  fail,  on  her  return 
to  England.     And,  on  the  ^d  of  January,  Ihe  came 
to  an  anchor  at  Prince's  IJland  in  the  Streights  of 
Sunda^  and  contimitd  there  wooding  and  watering 
till  the  iJth  I  whea  (he  weighed  and  Hood  for  The 
Cape  of  Good  Hopt,  where,  oil  the  i  iih  of  March^ 
flic  anchored  in  Table-ba^.      *'-  5-'  •  -   • 
-    ^be  Cape  of  Good  Hope  is  fitdated  in  a  temperate 
climj^te,  where  tli«  exceffcs  t>f  heat  and  cold  arc 
rarely  known  ;  and  the  Dtttch  inhabitants,  who  arc 
numerous,  and  who  here  retain  their  native  induf- 
try,  have  ftock'd  it  with  prodigious  plenty  of  all 
fort  of  fruits  ajsd  provifion:  •,  molt  of  which,  either 
from  the  equaUty  of  the  le-iui;s,  cr  the  peculiarity 
of  the  foU,  are  more  dslicious  in  their  kind  than 
can  be  met  with  elfewhcre  :  So  that  by  thele,  and 
by  the  excellent  water  which  abounds  there,  this 
fcttkment  ii  the  beft  provided  of  any  in  the  known 
world,  for  thd  refrefhmeut  of  feamen  aiter  long 
voyages.     Here  the  Commodore  continued  till  the 
beginning  of  Jpril^   highly   delighted   with  the 
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yUcCi  which  by  its  extraordinaiy  accorrlmodatioriS^ 
the  healthinefs  of  its  air,  and  the  piflurcfque  ap-» 
pearance  of  the  country^  all  enlivened  by  the  addi- 
tion of  a  civilized  colony^  was  not  difgraced  in  an 
imaginary  compaiifon  with  the  vallies  of  Juan  Fer-^ 
mndesf  and  the  lawns  of  Tiniam     During  his  flay 
he  entered  about  forty  new  men  ;  and  having,  by 
the  3d  of  April  1744,  compleated  his  water  and 
piovifion^    he,  on  that  day,  weighed  and  put  to 
fea  ;  and,  the  1 9th  of  the  fame  month,    they  fa>y 
the  Ifland  of  St.  Helena^  which  however  they  di<i 
nut  touch  at,  b^t  flood  on  their  way  ;  and,  on  the 
loth  of  June^  being  then  in  foundings,  they  fpoke 
with  an  Englijb  fhip  from  Amfterdani  bound  fof 
Philadelphiay  whence  they  received  the  firft  intelli- 
gence of  a  Fnnch  war  ;    the  twelfth  they  gpt  fight 
of  the  Lizard ;  and  the  fifteenth,  in  the  evening, 
to  their  infinite  joy,  they  came  Mt  to  an  anchor  at 
Spitbead.     But  that  the  fignr>l  perils  which  had  fa 
often  threatened  them  in  the  preceding  part  of  the 
cnterprize,  might  purfu€  them   to  the  very  lafly 
Mr.  An/on  learnt,  on  his  arrival,  that  there  was  a 
French  fleet  of  conp^crable  forcfc  cruifing  in  the 
chops  of  the  Channel  1  whick,  by  the  account  of 
their  pofition,    he  found  the  Centurion  had  rua 
through,  and  had  been  all  the  time  concealed  by  a 
fog.     Thus  was  this  expedition  finifhed,  when  it 
had  kflcd  three  years  and  nine  lyionths  ;  after  hav- 
ing, by  its  event,  flrongly  evinced  this  import^t 
truth.    That  though  prudence,    intrcpidityy  and 
pcrfcvcrance  united^  arc  not  exempted  from  the 
blows  of  advcrfc  fortune  j  yet  in  a  long  feries  of 
tranfadions,  they  ufually  rife  fuperior  te  its  power, 
and  irv  the  end  rarely  fail  of  proving  fuccsfsfuU      - 
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